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& away.

Caldwell went into Wentworth's quar-
ters at once, and found Duffy rubbing
up a pair of his ex-master's discarded

. boots, with a view of using them him-
M= self. He liked the man’s looks and he
- liked tho condition of the vacated quar-

ters, with their siate-gray painted
woadwork, 8o he took the quarters and

agreed to take Duffy at a striker’s usual

SR rate of remuneration.

% Dufly eatered promptly upon his du-
ties, and was entirely satisfactory. He
had no incumbrances in the way of
family or sweethearts, and he was
faithful to a degree that was occasion-
ally exasperating. For six months he
served Caldwell in singleness of pur-
pose, having in that time been incapacl-
tated only six days; that is, for forty-
eight hours after each of the paymas-
ter's visits; and Caldwell, knowing the
ways of strikers, made no objection.
Dufy slept uproariously in his room,
and Caldwell made his own fires and
brushed his own clothes and went with
unblacked boots. In the Interim, mo

_ hour was too early for rising, none too

e late to sit up and keep logs on the

. ) andirons that the rooms might be warm

and cheerful for the “leftinant,” mno

duly too arduous, provided it served

Caldwell's enda.

Blackstone, seeing the excellence of
; [ Duffy, departed from the strict code of

=, [ bonesty in the matter of servants which

S governs the army. and made overtures

Er te the model striker. Blackstone hal

no business to do it, and Duffy knew it,

e = and a fine inscrutable grin came upon
o his Hibernian mouth.

< 1A Blackstene had said, with an as-

“Dufty,

sumption of offhandedness:
what dc you get?”

. Having due regard for his employ-
. er's credit in the world, he answered
" ir® calmly: *“Twinty dollars, sor.”

“Get out!” sald Blackstone.

“Yes, sor,” replicd Duffy.

*“l want *o know the truth, not lles
like that”

“Ye'd best ask the liftinant, sor. I
disremember.”

“He works you deuced hard.”

“Does he, then?”

“My man is no good. Suppose you
come to me. You won't have to sit up
to all hours for me.” €2

Duffy only smiled, but the smile was
nol pleasing.

" “What do you think of it, Duffy 7™

- *“l niver think, sor. The liftinant

. tays I'm to do as I'm told and not

think.”

SR 8 Upon this Bilackstone went away,
e " and Duffy saluted him respectfully. In

: justice to the officer's common sense,
it must be said that it was only par-
tial intoxication which could have led
him to place himself in such a posl-
tion toward a soldier.

. Duffy did not repeat the conversa-
. - tion to Caldwell, because he knew it

. would make trouble between the two
men, and Caldwell—whose disposition
was not of the mildest—had several
quarrels on his hands as it was.

The lieutenant iell into the habit of
keeping the striker up very late, night
after night, so Duffy inspected his
pockets several times in succession
while Caldwell was sleeping as soundly

as If justice bad been the soporific,
P . and not, as was the case, sutler's

whisky, and he judged, from the fact
that sometimes there was much loose

) = change and again almost nothing, that
his master was playing too much at
cards. Therc was nothing to be done.

5 - Duffy did not consider that his dpties

ar striker included the moral guldance
~--=@f-his superior. He reflected thgat it
would be a good thing if Cgldwell
should get married, omnly t he,

Duffy, wonid , Wkily, lose his glace.
. So he sat up al after hight apd It
g - grew monofonous. -

Just at thiz period therc « me finto

i Duffy’s life a yvellow and while
& - Exactly why it should have dered
(3 to the door upon’one wet and ng

g night when Duffy was in a particularly
weary irame of mind, and where it
came from, he never kmew. It was
B - well after midnight, and Duffy was
[ sprawled in a leather chair of the troop
F 3y - gadder’s manufacture, dozing with both
b~ ‘ears open, when there came a scratch-
. ing at the door. Dufly thcught it was
= the lieutenant trying to find the knob.
It had never been so bad as that yet,
. ° mevertheless the striker went and
iy opened the door, to be rewarded by
S the sight of an extremely sall and
misersble dog, with piteous eyes.
Now, Duffly was only a soldier, and
a soldler loves nothing on earth or in
+. heaven as he does a cur, so Duffy called
*  the dog in and warmed it and fed it and
watched it with satisfaction beaming
o7 all over his face. It was spotted and
@ity and wounded and woefully thin,
. et Daffy took it to his He

< ¥ ;

be had settled tllilto’.ls
he tried to discover accom-

and come when ealled. So the solace of
many more hours of patient waiting lay
in teaching Bessie these and many oth-
er tricks, until he was the most ac-

himself could never have kicked a dog,
even after pay-day, but all men are not
allke; so Duffy petted Bessie and shut
him up in his own room, and returned
to look after the bodily comfort of his

This—considering the wine—was
pardonable; but the next offense could
not be condoned. It occurred in broad
daylight and Caldwell was sober. He

E

tleman had made reflection upon some
of the lleutenant’s fast growing habits
that had exasperatet the already over-
worried junior almost beyond endur-
ance. He strode into his quarters and
found Duffy, who was not expecting
him, dividing his attention between
Bessle’'s charms and the buckle of his
master's belt. Now, Bessie's disposi-
tion inclined him to forgive; he ran to
Caldwell, looked up to his face with
soft, affectionate eyes, and put his little
paws, one yellow and one white, upon
his knec. Caldwell did not dare to
kick the commandant, but he kicked
Bessie—and broke the yellow paw. It
was the one always held out to Duffy
to greet him,

Duffy bandaged the paw, and in time
it grew well. But Duffy hated Cald-
well with the most dangerous of ha-
treds—a sllent and a waiting one.

Caldwell’s habits did not improve.
His fondness for whisky, whether good
or bad, continued. He had good
whisky in his room, and Duffy knew it,
for he belonged to the old school of
strikers who do not look upon cigars or
liguor as private property.

One day, after Bessle’s foot was well,
Duffy went to get a drink, because his
spirits were low. There was very little
whisky in the decanter, barelg.half a
glassful, and an idea suddenly flashed
into the striker’s mind. Caldwell was
officer of the day. He never started
to make the rounds without taking
enough liquor to*keep him warm, and
Dvfty knew it and saw his revenge laid
bare. -

The striker took Bessie for a walk
over to the hospital, to show the stew-
ard the mended paw.

“Say!™ said Duffy, “I've got the
toothache. I didn't sleep none last
night. Hev ye got some—what’s that
ye give me once? Laudanum, was jit?
Kin ye let me hev a bit?”

“Why, yes; I guess s0,” the steward
answered, and went into the dispen-
sary to get it.

“Shall I take all that?” inquired the
striker with sweet simplicity.

*“Lord! no, man. Put some on cotton
and stick it in the tooth.”

“Oh! And what wud it do tome if 1
wuz to swallow it? Wud it kill me?”

“No, there ain’'t enough for that. It
would put you pretty fast asleep,

“Oh!” said Duffy again.

Then Bessle went through his tricks
for the steward, and trotted bagl home
at his master’s beela

That night Caldwell finished the
whisky in the decanter, and grumbled
that the sutler was selling him vile-
tasting stuff, then started off a little
while afterward to make his rounds.
The next day he was under arrest—
for drunkenness on duty.

And Duffy, who had, with well-play-
ed reluctance, given some of the most
damaging testimony in regard to Cald-
well’s habits at the court martial,
which dismissed the latter, said good-
by to the disgraced man with a sparkle
—which was not of tears—in this eyes;
and he told Bessle to give the “leftin-
ant the right paw.” Which was the
yellow one?—San Francisco Argonaut.

Spider Web Vel

The very latest in veils is a large,
delicate mesh somewhat resembling a
spider's web. A curious little wkite
speck like a fly near the left eye and on
ihe right, close by the mouth, is an ar-
rangemect of spots which might easily
be mistaken for a spider. This veil is
bordered with a little narrow edge of
Honiten lace, and two love knots with-
in a reasonable distance of a pretty
mouth. If the veil is white t ider
and fly are black, and vice ve This
might truly be called the allegorizal
vell, assuming the face to be young and
innocent. looking at the world beyond
with wondering eyes. The old-time
useful fashion of gathering the ends
and front, making the veil fit comfort-
ably around the face, has been quite
done away with. Instead, it is allowed
to hang loose and fall.

Bridge of Pink Marbla

A thing of beauty and a joy forever
will be the colossal bridge of pink mar-
ble over the Tennessee river at Knox-
ville. It will cost $1,000,000, and will
be built entirely of the famous pink
marble which abounds in Knox county.
It will be 1,600 fcet long, and the span
of the main arch will be 240 feet, which
is said to be twenty feet longer thasa
the longest span in the world. The
kelght of the center arch above the
water will be 105 feet. The roadway
will be fifty feet in width.

THE HEAD-HUNTERS.

THE GREAT SAVAGE CANNIBALS
OF BRITISH INDIA.,

Feracious Tribes Who Slay Mea aad Fre-
serve Thelr Heads as Trophiss of the
Chase — Ghastly Ceremoales of the
Nagas and Was. a

HERE are many

persons besides an-

thropologists who
will be {interested
to learn that une
of the wild tribes
of Indla, the Nagas,
of the Assam bor-
der, is giving up
its most distin-
guishing pursult—
that of head-hunt-
ing. Scientific India has been put into

a ferment over the fact, which comes

assured on the authority of Prof. Peal,

the well-known Engilish ethnologist.

The mere Anglo-indian will rejoice to

think that his head will for the future

be all the safer on his shoulders, and
will probably bless the spirit of prog-
ress for having touched the Nagas and
led them into paths of virtue. The an-
thropologist, on the other hand, will
be glad to learn that, though the Indian
first-consins of the ferocious head-hun-
ters of Borneo are conforming to the
moré peaceful pursuits of civilization.
they have unot been emancipated en-
tirely, but still go about when the spirit
moves them and cut off each other's

Leads with all the ckeerful bloodthirsti-

ness that has characterized them and

their ancestors during untold genera-
tions.

The Naga country does not exceed
twenty miles square and it speaks vol-
umes for the encrgy of the inhabitants
that the past forty years should have
seen upward of twelve thousand mur-

standing where all the remaining coun-
try is cleared for cullivation. The un-
dergrowth is rank, and these avenues
are usually in deep shade. Here there
are rows of posts, all in one line—not
on both sides of the path—decked with
human skulls. A niche is ciit in the
back of the post with a ledge 6n which
the skull*can rest.

Theré is a round hole in front,
through which sometimes only the
teeth and empty eye-sockets show; and
at other times the whole skuil grins a
horrible ghastly smiie. Thesé head
posts are very trippingly called “Tak
Heng,” or “K'rawng Ngal,” and there
is never a village so poor that it has
not a dozen of them, while some that
Mr. Scott encountered numbered a
round bundred.

One purpose which they fulfill is to
drive away the timid shans, but the
primary purposes is sacrificial. The
harvest god of the Was still demands
human heads, and it is necessary to
add some skulls to the pathway every
year if the crops are to be good. Feb-
ruary and March are the busiest
months, but there is no “close séason.”
The heads of distinguished and pious
men and strangers are the most effica-
clous, and bearing this in mind, it is
no wonder that no traveler prior to
Mr. Scott ever contrived to return.
When he came to know all about the
tribe it was a matter of wonder to that
gentleman that he and his party con-
trived Lo do =d.

The acquisition of a head is sufficient
justification for widespread rejolicing,
and the eeremonial attached to the
“placing” of the prize is quite elabor-
ate. It is first of all put in a basket or
thatched cover and is then hung up
in a tree or perched on the top of a
bamboo until it ripens and bleaches.

Then comes the dedication day, when,
to the accompaniment of the village
gong—a huge log of wood hollowed out
with a narrow slit in the side and
beatek with woodeit mallets—the skull
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CELEBRATING THERETURN

FROM A SUCCESSFUL MAN HUNT.

ders for the sake of the trophies. Any
devoted sclentist contemplating the
study of the head-hunters in situ can
do so under favorable auspices on a
group located slightly north of Patkal,
between the Disang and Dekhu rivers,
and extending through the hill country
as far as the boundaries of Manipur
and Cachar. Ia the group there are
romething like forty-six villages divid-
cd into eight or ten distinct sub-tribes,
who are on the let-brotherly-love con-
tinue principle generally at war with
each other. The facial tattoo marks
are identiecal, though the dialects vary
slightly. In ine matter of dress, arms,
housesn, cusioms, etc., the Nagas appear
to be identi®ed with the Battaks in
Somatlra, with the better known hun-
ters cf the human head in Formosa and
PBornec, with tke African skull-taker
and with tkeir now extinguished
bretbren ol Australia. It is said they
still preserve their totems or tribal
msrks,

N2t very far away fromx the Naga
counicy, dwell the wild Was, another
pecpla given to the hobby of head-ccl-
lectinrg. Not much was kEnewn about
the Was until! a ya2ar ago, when Mr.
Scott, superiatendent of the Northern
Shan States vnder the Burmese gov-
cromani, made the Journey to their ter-
riiery as a diversion to the pursait of
& dercoed Tsawhka, who bad been giv-
Icg wrovbic in Meoughan, Some very
gtranze sleries have been floating
aderl Irndin 2nd Burmsh for many
yoars regardiag the Was. The conn-
iry bas boen, to Burmah especlally, a
land of mystery azd fable and romance,
2cd 1t is cn recerd iz the annals of the
kingdom of Ava, that the Burmese, at-
tracted by rumors of wonderful goli
mipes, once sent a regiment of 3,000
mer: to subjugate the Was, who instead
suljugated them and cut them 21l to
picces. Since that time the Wa Hal
have kad an unenviable reputation for
their ferocity, their masses of pure gold,
their depravity, their fairy lake, and
especially their nakedness and their
cannibalism.

This reputation is borne out by the
experience of Mr. Scott. He tells that
outside every village, though not nrces-
sarily at any special point of the com-
pass, is an avenue of skulls referred to
in the euphorious language of the peo-
ple as the On Gau Pong Kau. These
groves are conspicuous from a long dis-
tance. They consist of strips of the
orimeval jungle, huge forest trees left

is carried away and set up in the fatal
Brove.

Natwurally most honor Is accorded to
these skulis which are acquired by the
prowess of Individual members of the
tribe, but travelers in the region being
scarc? and luck being occaslonally
against the young warrlors, it is some-
times a difficult matter to add the requi-
site number to the grove by the most
honored mode of acquisition, and then
it Is permitted to purchase the article
from neighboring tribes, wko have to
-esort 1o measures which betray a cer-
tain lack of commercial confidence In
the Was la order to retain their own
heads on their shoulders, and at the
same time to insure the equivalent in
silver. The prices run from two rupees
weight of silver for the kead of a lem
to a couple of hundred for unusual or
fachionabie heads; and judging from
the whole range of pricea there woull
seem to be a good chance for an enter-
prising man to make a fortune out of
the business.

The practice of offering human heads
as a propitiatory sacrifice to the har-
vest god Is, of course, not pecullar to
the Was Perhaps the most notorious
head-hunters are those of Borneo,
whose gencral practice of disposing
them around the village is identieal
with that of the Was. Among the
Nagas, too, much the same incentive
exists—that Is, the heads are offered
to the gods, but teminine caprice is
£aid to be one of the prime incentives.
If the young women of the tribe did not
chaff the yocung men because they had
not earned their tattoo marks, then
tke yourg men would probably not get
wild and go out and cut off a few heads
just to show they have grit in them.
It looks as if the young women were
not particularly critical, for something
like half tke number of heads taken
are those of their own sex and of chil-
dren. Among the Djaks the head is
more of a personal trophy than among
the Was, and in addition to the disposal
of important skulls in a conspicucus
line at the entrance of the village,
every self-respecting mnative has a
:ho!ee collection ranged round his own

ut.

The custom Is found among the can-
nibal tribes of the South Seas. In some
of the islands it is not the heads of
sirangers but only those of defunct
chiefs that are allowed the distinction
of being placed on a pedestal. Here,
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