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CHAPTER XXIIL

ROOM N0, 3,
Kro they reached the foot s doubt

struck me. Would it be better to follow
them or to take the opportunity of evory
member of the houschold being engaged
in this task to take a peep into the room
where the death had occurred? I had
not decidod when I heard them take the
forward course from the foot of tho
stairs to what to my straining ear
eeemed to bo the entranco to the dining
room corridor. But as in my anxiety to
determine this fact I elipped far enough
forward to makoe surc that their destina-
tion lay somewhero within reach of the
flower parlor, I was so struck by the ad-
vantages to bo gained by a cantious use
of the trapdoor in Willinm’s room that
I hesitated no longer, but sped with
what swiftness I could toward the spot
frora which I had so lately heard this
strange procession come.

A narrow band of light lying across
the upper end of this long corridor
proved that the door was not only ajar,
but that a socond candle was burning in
the room I was about to so daringly iu-
vade, but this was scarcely to be regret-
ted since there could be no question of
the emptiness of the room. The «ix fig-
ures I had seen go by embraced every
ono who by any possibility counld be |
considered as having part in this trans-
action—Willinm, Mr. Simsbury, Miss
Knollys, Lucetta, Honnah and Mother
Jane. No one else was left to guard
this room, so I pushed tho door open
quite boldly and entered,

What I saw theroe I will relate later,
or, rather, I will bot hint at now.
There were a bed with a sheet thrown
back, o stand covered with vials, a bu-
rean with o man's shaving paraphoer-
nalin upon it, and on the wall such pic-
tures ns only sporting gentlemen delight
in. The candlo was guttering on o small
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table upon which, to my momentary as-
tonishment, a Bible lay open. Not hav-
ing my glasses with me, I could not sco |
what portion of the sacred word was |
thus disclosed, but I took the precau- |
tion to indent the upper leaf with my |
thumb nail, that I might find it again in
case of future opportunity. My atten-
tion was attracted by other small mat-
ters that would bo food for thought at |
8 more propitious moment, but at that
instant the sound of voices coming dis-
tinctly to my ear from below warned
me that n halt had been made at the
flower parlor and that the duty of the
moment was to locate the trapdoor and
if possible determine the means of rais-
ing it.

This was less difficult than I antici-
pated. Either this room was regarded
as so safe from intrusion that a secret
like this could be safely loft unguarded,
or the door which was plainly to be
seen in one corner had been lately lifted
that it had hardly sunk back into its
place. I found it, if the expression may
be used of a horizontal object, slightiy
ajar and needing but the slightest pull
to make it spring upright and remain
80 by means of some mechanical con-
trivance 1 will not attempt to describe,

The hole thus digelosed was filled
with the little staircase up which I had
partly mounted in my daring explora-
tions of the day before. It was dark
now, darker than it was then, but I felt
I must descend by it, for plainly to be
heard now through the crack in the
closet door, which seemed to have a
knack of standing partly open, I could
hear the heavy tread of the six bearers
as they entered the parlor below still
carrying their burden, concerning the
destination of which I was so anxious
to gain a clew,

That it could be here I knew to be
too improbable for consideration. Yet
if they took up their stand in this room
it was for & purpose, and what that
purpose was I was determined to know.
The noise their feet made on the bare
boards of the floor and the few words I
now heard uttered in Willinm's stolid
tones and Lucetta's musical treble as-
sured me that wy own light steps in
the softest of felt slippers would no
more be heard than my dark gown of
quict wool wounld be scen through the
parrow slit through which I was pre-
paring to peer. Yet it took nosmall de-
gree of what my futher used to eall
pluck for me to put foot on this wind-
ing staircase and descond almost as it
were in the midst of what I must regard
as the last wicked aet of a wost coward-
ly and brutal murder.

I did it, however, and after a short
but grim communion with my own
heart, which wouold persist in beating
somowhat mnoisily, I leaned forward
with all the precaution possible and let
my gaze traverse the chamber in which
I had previously seen such horrors as
ghould have prepared me for this last
and greatest one.

In & moment I understood the whaole,
A long square hole in the floor, lately
sawed, provided an opening throngh
which the plain plank coffin, of which I
now caught sight, was to be lowered in-
to the cellar and the grave which had
doubtless been dag there, The ropes in
the bhands of the six persons, in whose
identity I bad wade no mistake, was
proof enongh of their intention, and,
satigfied as I now was of the means and
mode of the interment which had been
such a boundless mysiery to me, I
ehrank o step upward, fearing lest my
indignation and the horror I could nog
now but fesl for Althea's children
would betray me into some exclination
which wmight lead to wy discovery and

a similar fate,

C
o

OF ' THE LEAVENWORTH

< AUTHOR CAM"
DEHIND QLOVED DOORS” "THAT AFFAIR NEXT DOOR
1897, Br ANNA K. ROHLAS.

- ER. Ex

One other short glance, in which [
gaw them all ranged around the dark
opening, and I was up ont of their
reach, Lucotta’s faco and Lincotta’s one
sob ns the ropes began to ereak being
the one memory which followed mo tho
most persistently.  Sho, at loast, was
overwhoelmed with remorse for a deed
she was perhaps only answerablo for in
that she failed to make known to the
world her brother's madness and the
horrible crimes to which it gave riso.

I took one other look aroand hisroom
before I fled to my own, or, rather, to
the one in which I had taken refugo
while my own was under lock and key.
That I spent the next two  hours on my
knees no one can wonder. When my
own door was unlocked, ns it was bo-
fore the day broke, 1 hastened in there
and lay my head with all its unhappy
knmowledge on my pillow. But I did not
gloep, The oddest thing of all this was
that I never once thought of giving a
single noto from the whistlo which
would have brought the police into that
abode of erime. Perhaps it was a wiso
omission. 1 bad seen enough that was
horrible for one night without behold-
ing Althea's children arrested before
my eycs.

I roso at my usual hour. I dressed
myscelf with my usual care. I was, to a
superficinl observer at least, in all re-
gpects my usual self when Hannah
cama to my door to ask what she could
do for me. As thers was nothing I
wanted but to get out of this house,
which certainly was now made unbear-
able to me, I replied with the utmost
cheerfulness that my wants were all
suppliecd and that I would soon boe
down, at which she answered that in
that case she must bestir herself or the
breakfust would not bo ready and hur-
ried away.

There was no one in tho dining room
when I entered, and  judging from ap-
pearances that it would be somo min-
utes yet before breakfast wonld  be
ready, I took oceasion to stroll throngh
the grounds and glance up at the win-
dow of William's room. Tho knot of
crul]t' Wil Eone.

I wonld have gone farther, but just
then I heard n great rushing and  scam-
pering and, looking up, saw an enor-
mous dog approaching at full gallop
from the stables. Saracen was loose.

I did not scream or give way to other
fominine expressions of fear, but I did
return as quickly as possible to the
house, wheroe I now saw I must remain
till Willisan chose to take me into town,

This I was determined should take
place as soon after breakfast as practi-
cable. The knowledge which I now pos-
sessed warranted, nay demanded, in-
stant consultation with the police, and
as this could best be effected by follow-
ing out the orders I had received from
Mr. Gryce I did not consider any other
method than that of meeting the man
on duty in room No. 8 at the hotel.

Loreen, Lucetta and William were

awaiting me in the hall and made no|’

apology for the flurry into which I had
been thrown by my rapid escape from
Saracen. Indeed I donbt if they noticed
it, for with all the aﬂempl. they made
to seem gay and at ense the anxieties
and fatiguo of the foregoing nights were
telling upon them, and from Miss Knol.
lys down they looked physically ex-
hausted. But they also looked mentally
relieved. In the clear depths of Lucet-
ta's eyo there was now no wavering,
and the head which was always turning
in anxions anticipation over her shoul-
der rested filrm, though not as ercot as
her sister’s, who bad less cause perhaps
for regret and sorrow,

William was jovial to a degree, but
it was a forced joviality which only be-
came real when he heard a sudden,
quick bark under the window and the
sound of scraping paws against the mas.
tic coating of the wall outside, Then he
broke into a loud laugh of unrestrained
pleasure, crying out thoughtlessly :

“There's Saracen. How quick he
knows''—

A warning look from Lucetta stopped
him.

I mean,'" he stammered, *'that it's
a dull dog who does not know whers
his master is, Miss Butterworth''—he
was absolutely vorestrained in his re-
stored self confidence—**you will have
to overcome your fear of dogs if youn
stny with us long. Saracen is unbound

wornn nave poxed nigoars; Wad ho boon
that much oldor 1 wonld have taken cae
and pnoked upmy trunk bofora he conld
have finished the cup of coffee he waa
drinking. But ho was just too old to
reprimand-—that is, in that way, and
not old enough to appreciate any dis

play of personal dignity or self respect

Bosides, ho was a knave; so 1 just lot
his impertinence pass with the remark

**1 have purchases to minke in the vil
Inge, " and so that matter ended, mani-
festly to the two girls' reliof, who nata:
rally did not like to see me insulted
oven if they did not possess sufMeient
powar over their brother to prevont it

Ono other small episode and then 1
will take you with me to the villago,
As wo woere leaving the table, where 1
nte less than common, notwithstanding
all my offorts to seemn perfectly aneon:
cernad axcopt at those demonstrations
of Sarncen, feom which they all expect-
el ma to shrink, Lueotta, who had
waited for her brother to go out, took
mo gently by the arm, and, looking ot
mo closely, said:

“Did you have any dreams Inst night,
Miss Butterworth? You koow 1 prowiscd
you some. '’

I was o littlo taken aback and for a
moment felv liko taking those two girls
into my contidence and bidding them fly
from the shame and doom so goon to fall
upon their brothor, but the real principlo
underlying all such momentary impulses
on my part deterred me, and in ns light
a tona as 1 could assumo and not be an
absolute hypoerite I replied that [ was
sorry to disappoint her, but I had no
|(lrw\mu. which seemed to pleass hor

maro than it should, for if I had had no
dreams I cortainly had suffered from
the most dreadful realitios

I will not deseribe that ride into
town, Sarncen did go with us, and in-
dignation not only rendered me spoech-
less, but gave to my thoughts a turn
which made that half hour of very lit-
tlo value to me.  Mother June's burly
figuro crouching in her doorway might
otherwise have given mo opportunity
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loft mo, slosing  the door oarefally e
hind him as ho wont,

The fow minutes which clapssd bee
fore my quict was disturbod wore spond
by me in thinking. 1 had not only in-
formation to give to the polioo, bt 1| gendor. 1 will morely stite that iy
had many little quoestions to sottlo in | clow points to Mothor Jane and axk Ilf
my own mind, for which s spell of un- | you have found i the visie she paid nt
intorruptod  contomplation wins neces | the honso last night nuything whinh
pary.  One of these was whothor, in the [ wonld go to strongthen tho HUEPICION
event of Auding the polico amenablo, T geainse hor,
should rovoal or hide from thesa chil "1‘.-rh;|‘m_" mded 0 oin oo ontate of dis:
dron of my old friond the fack that it ] dein that was more or loss unpardon.
wis through my instrumentality that | ghle, considering that my own SUNPICIOnS
theit nofarions seerot had  boen discov- | provious to my discovory of the roal
oroil. I wiskgl—1 hopod—that the affair | tragody enacted undor my eves at (e
llli}.’]ll. bo 80 oonelwded, bat it nll seonndd Kuollva smansion il plu_\-n" more or
po Ampossible,  espooially  sinoe Mro | Lo about thig old erone
Giryee wod not on hand  to direct mnt- | “Oply porhinps? o smifled, with a
tors, that 1 spent vory littlo time on this | playfal forboarance with my moml for
subijoct, deep and important &4 it was | swhich T should have boon truly  grato
to all concerned, ful to bim

Tho thing to which 1 dovoted my 8l was thore for no good purpose, ™
most serions nttention was tho nooessity [ R I, and yot i you hind not chinrae
of telling my story so as o oxonerate | terized hor as the porson most rosponsi
tho girls ns muoh a8 posaible. They | Blo for the erimoes wo are hers to inves
wore mistuden in their dovotion and | tigato T shonld havo saul Ceome all that
most unhappy in the oxercise of it, but 1 saw then and previonsly of  her con-
they wore not innately wicked and | duct that sho neted as o sapamumernry
should not be mudo to appenr o, Por- | eathor thane principal, and that it is to
haps the one thing for which I should [ o you khonld look for thoe correct elow
yot hive the best eauso to congreatulate | o the eriminad, notwithstanding  yonr
myself wonld bo the opportunity I had | confidence in your own theovies and my
gianed to give to their conmection with | momentary  hositation  to assert  thot

18 1 e not rendy yot to state

“You nnd T have como to lssno avop
moh matters bofore, ' mndd he, “nnd
thorofore nosd not takie too mueh no-
count of the feehings it 15 lkoly to on
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I SHRANK A STEP UPWARD.

thoe affuir its true and proper coloring.

I was still dwoelling on this thought |
when thera cano a knock at my door
which advised mo that tho visitor T ox.
pretod hid arrividd, To open and admit
him was tho work of o momoent, but it |
took more than a moment for me to
overaome my surprise at sooing in my
visitor no lesser person than Mr. Gryeo
himsolf, who in our parting interview
had assnred me he was too old and too
feoblo for such afTairs amnd muost there-
fore delogate them to moe.

AR D ejnounlated slowly, It is
you, is it?  Wall, 1 am not surprisomd, (1
shouldn 't huve been. ) When you sny you
ure old, you mean old enough to pull |
the wool over other peoploe’s oyes, and |

RN

VTN

W\ ™ = ol
VAR, ¥ R Il
|

S\

for remark, and so might the dubions
looks of people we met on the high.
road—Ilooks to which I am so wholly
unaccustomed that I had difficulty in
recognizing myself as the butt of so
mauch doubt and possibly dislike. I at-
tributed this, however, all to the ill ro
pute under which Willinm so deserved.
ly labored and did not allow mysclf to
more than notice it. Indeed, I could
only be sorry for people who did not
know in what consideration I was held
at home and who, either through igno-
rance or prejudice, allowed themselves
privileges they would be the first to re-
gret did they know the heart and mind
of the real Amelia Butterworth,

Once in the villagoe, I took the direc-
tion of affuirs

“*Set me down at the hotel, ™ said I,
““and then go nbout such business us yon
may have hore in town. I am not going
to allow myself to be tracked all over
by that dog. "'

*I havo no business, "' was the surly
reply.

“Then make some,’ was my sharp
retort. ‘I want to geo the locksmith—
that locksmith who wouldn't come to do
an honest picce of work for me in your
house, and I want to bay dimities and

this morning, and""—he used a great | wools and sewing silks at the dry goods

oath—""he's going to remain so. "'

By which I came to understand that
it was not out of consideration for me
hi had been tied up in the court till
now, but for reasons connected with
their own safety and the preservation of
the secret which they so evidently be-
lieved had been buried with the body,
which 1 did not like to remember lay at
that very minute too nearly under our
feet for my own individual comfort.

However, this has pothing to do with
the raply 1 made to William.

“1 hope, ' said I, “‘he does not run
with the buggy. 1 want to taks a ride
very much this morning and could get
small pleasoro ount of it if that dog must
be our companion, "'

“I ecannot go ont this moroing, '
Willinm began, but changed his sen-
tence, possibly at the touch of his sis-
ter's foot under the table, into: * Buot if
you say I must, why, I must. You
woiien folks are so plagaed changeabils,
Yesterday I wanted to go; today 1
don't, but don't let that make any dif-
ference to you. A host must follow the
wishes of his goest. "'

Had be been ten years younger 1

| 8tore over there.
| sand things to do and expect to spend
]half the morning before the counters

Indeed 1 have a thou-

| Why, man, I baven't done any shopping
for a week. ™’
He gaped at me perfectly aghast (as 1
| meant ho should) and, having but little
experience of city ladies to go by, took
me at my word and propared to beat an
| honorable retreat.  As a result 1 found
myself ten minutes later standing on
the top step of the hotel porch, watch-
ing William driving away with SBarncen
perchad on the seat beside him. Then 1
realized that the village held nwo com-
panions for him and did not kuow
whether I folt glad or sorry.

To the elerk who came to mect mo 1
gaid quietly, *“‘Room No, 8 if you
please, '’ at which he gave a nod of in-
telligence and led moe a8 unostentations:
| 1y ns possible into a siall hall, at the
end of which I saw the pumber [ had
asked for,

“If you will take a seat inside,"" said
| be, I will send you whatever you muy

desire for your comfort. "
“1 think you know what that is "
said L at which he nodded again and

when you say you are lame yon mean
that you only halt long enough to log
others get far enongh ahead for them
not to see how fast you hobble up be-
hind them. But do not think I am not
glad enowgh to see yon. I am, Mr
Gryes, fur I have discovered the secret
of Lost Man's lane and find it somewhat
too heavy s one for my own handling, '

On the instant, knowing him now as
Ido, I suw that this was moro than he
expectod,

“You have?'' heasked, with just that
shade of incredulity which it is so tan-
talizing to encounter.

““Then 1 suppose congratulations are
in order. Busare youn sure, Miss Butter-
worth, that you really have obtained a
clew to the muny strange and fearful
disappearances which have given to this
lune its name?"’

“I could not be surer,'’ said I, **for 1
have seen with my eyes and almost
touched with my hands the body of ono
of the vietims. "'

YQuite sore,’ [ returned, nettled.
“*Why do you doubt it? Becaunso I have
kept so quict and not sounded one poto
of alarm from my whistleg''

“No,'' said be, ""Knowing your self
restraint so well, I cannot say that that
Li 1y reason, '’

“What is it, then?'" I urged.

“Well, ' said he, *my real reason for
doubting if you have been guite as suc-
cessful as you think is that we ourselves
have come upon a clew about which
there can be no question.  Can you say
the same of yours?'

You will expect iny auswer to have
been a decided ** Yes, " uttered with all
the positiveness of which you know me
to be capable.  But for some reason,
perhaps because of the strange influence
this man's personality exerclses on all—
yes, all—who do not absolutzly steel
themselves against bim, I faltered just
long enough for him to cry:

“I thought not. The clew is outside
the Knollys house, nos in it, Miss But-
terworth, for which, of course, yon are
not to be blamed or yoor sorvioes scorn-
ed. I have nu doulbt they have becu in-
valuable in unearthing a secret, if not
the secrot. '

“Thank you," was my quiet retort.
I thought his presumption beyond all
bounds and would at that moment have
folt justified in sopapping my fingers
at the clew that he so Loasted of had it

ot been for one thing. What that thing

thero wag no possithle dofeet inomine, **

SMiss Duttorworth, V'—I1 thought ho
looked s eeitle shaken—**what did Moth
or Jane do in that closely shuttored
house last nighe?*!

Mother June?  Well! Did ho think
I wns going to introduco my  tragic
story by telling what Mother Jane did?
I must have looked irritated, and in
Jowd T think T had cause.

“Maother  Jane ate her supper, ' 1
snnpped  ont angrily.  Miss Knollys
gave it to her,  Then she helped o little
with a pices of work they had on hand.
It will not interest. you to know what
It has nothing to do with  your clow, 1
warrant, '

Hoe did not got nngry.  1le has an ad
mirably tomper, has Mr. Gryee, but ho
didd stop n minute to consider.

Y Ming Dutterworth, ' hoe sndd ot last,
“most detectivos wonld have held their
peaco and lot you go on with what yom
have to tell without m hint that it wnas
oither unweleome or unnecessary, hat 1
have consilerntion for persons’ foclings
und for porsons’ seerots so long as they
o not come in collision with the law,
and my opinton s, or was when I oon
tored thig room, that such digeoverios ns
vou Jve mado at your old fricnd's
houso (why need e amphasizo Tricond—
diudl he think 1 forgat for o moment
that Althes was my  friend?) were con
nected rather with some family il

[ culty than with the dreadful affair wo

aro considering. Uhat iswhy I hastened
to tall you that we had found a elew to
the disappearances aned in Mother Jane's
cottign, b owishold to save this Miss
Knollyg, ™

I he had thought to mollify e this
way, he did not suceced. He saw it wnd
mide hinsto to say:

“Not that I doubt your consideration
for them, only the justness of your con-
clusions, '

“You have doubued  thoso before nnd
with morerenson, ' 1 roplicd, **yet they
wore not altogether false '

“That 1 sin willing to scknowledze,
80 willing that if you still think after 1
bave told my story that yours is apro-
pos and touches the case then Iwill lis
ten to it only too eagerly, My object is
to find the real criminal in this matter.
I say nt the present moment it is Moth-
er Jane, "'

“Giorl grant it is s0,’" I said, influ.
enced in apity of myself by the oalin as-
surance of his manner. "*1f she was nt
the house night bLefore lust betweon 11
and 12, then perhaps she is.  But I see
no reason to believe it—not yot, Mr.
Gryce. SBupposing you give me one. It
would be better than all this talk. One
small reason, Mr. Gryece, as good ns''—
I did not say what, but the fillip it gave
to his intention stood me in good stead,
for he launched immeodiately into the
matter with no further pluy upon my
curiosity, which was now, us you can
believe, thoroughly aroosed, though 1
conld not believe that anything he had
to bring up against Mother Jane could
for a moment stand agsinst the death
and burial I had scen and almost played
a part in in Miss Knollys' houso during
the two previous nights.

{(To he contivued next Saturdny, )
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IsBaby
TooThin?

If so, there must be some
trouble with its food. Well ¥
babies are plump; only the
sick are thin. Are you sure
the food is all right? Chil-
dren can't help but grow ;
E they must grow if their food
nourishes them. Perhaps a
E mistake was made in the
past and as a result the di-
gestion is weakened. If that
is s0, don’t give the baby
a lot of medicine; just use
your every-day common
sense and help nature a
little, and the way to do
it is to add half a teaspoon-
ful of

SCOTT’S |
EMULSION

to the baby's food three or
four times a day. The gain
will begin the very first day
i you give it. It seems to:
correct the digestion and
gets the baby started right
 again. If the baby is nurs-
ing but does not thrive, then %
the mother should take the !
emulsion. It will have aj
good cffect both upon the ;
mother and child. Twenty-
* five years proves this fact. %
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all drugiists.
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If an angler or shoot-
er, send 25 cents fora

FOREST AND
=y STREAM
N4 weeks’ trial
|trip, The
| sportsman’s
| FAVORITH

WEEKLY
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of shootlog
and fishing.
Per year $#.
With this,
spirited pic~ ¢
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FOREST AND STREAM PUB, CO.
346 Broadway, New York. ®

ONLY $2.76

BENDNOMONEY. 'ulthie
med, vut, sud sond e us, siate
otr welghi and helghl, slro num-
per of inches around bedy sl
and mrek, and we will send

thie
RTRI
{m'ﬂ‘r ”..,Tg.,'.'."%,‘,'.'.'..“.!.'.',
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Express charges
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WINTER,

from on esxfrs
£ heavy all woal hinek or blne
grnulne Harlion Bea-
wvercloth, 27 inches lung, very full sweep, 13-inch uppes
cajw, vxtra full, Upper eapes and lnrge sturm collar, boautl-
fully trimmemd with biack Haltle seal furt upoer cape
trimmed with three rows and collar with two rows of
fine mobalr brald; cloth button ornaments, This espe s
fae fallor m ughout nnd r-nunllu capes that sell ag
more than double the price, Writs far free Cloak Catslogwe.
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