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Qolden Gate Metropolis Has
Been Shaken Oftea
Ia the Past.

PRESENT WORST EVER KNOWN

Beme of the Skyscrapers and Other
Baildiogs Destroyed — Magnificent
City Hall In Ruins—Fires Are
rested by Dynamite— Earihe
quake of 1868 Described
by Mark Twain.

HE recent disustrous earthquake
extending over so large n part
of the Paclfic const reglon and
wrecking such uan extensive

section of the clty of Ban Franclsco
was not the first of these catastroplies
known In the western metropolls,
though by all odds the most damaging.

For many years the municlpal au-
thoritles refused to permit tall bulld-
tnge In the city because of the fear of
earthquakes, several of which bad al-
veady been experienced. Finally the
tnterdictlon was removed, however,
and a number of skyscrapers resulted,

Prior to 1800 there was hardly a
bullding in excess of five storles and
enly a few of that helght. Today there
Is one elghteen stories high and quite
& number from twelve to fourteen
stories.

In the spring of 1808, about 10 o'clock
one night, the clty had n selsmie shoek
that put to test its high structures., It

was the worst earthqunke sglnee 1808, |
when for elght or nine blocks on the |

main street (Markoet) the ground
eracked open severnl Inclios,

In the upheaval of 1808 the tall bufld-
ings were given n fearful shaking, and

wias

some of thelr occupants were made
dizzy and sick. The structures were
aninjurad, and ever since that time |

there hns not been 8o much (uestion

of the safety of high bulldings of mod- |

ern construction—that Is, buildings of
structural iron ferame and faclngs o
pressed brick, terra cotta or stone,

It was M, H, D¢ Young, the propy
tor and editor of the Chronicle,
was the plonect In thig respect,

met with opposition from the muni

pal nuthorities fourteen years <=2 whei
he declded to erect a te 10118
for his newspuper. It wa ved to

be a dangerous undertaking because of
the earthquake fear, bhut Mr. De Youns
won out and thereby set an example of
enterprise to other wealthy men who
have since built more tall bulldings,
For Instance, Id, O, Mille, the New
York banker, who owns a grent denld
of San Francisco property, has one of
the tallest and finest structures in the
eity.

Claus Spreckels. known throughout
the country as the sugar king and the
—

rien, the elght storied being most su
merous,

The Call and HExaminer
were almost totally destroyed o the
surthguake and many other skyserap
ers were peverely shaken, eracked and
damaged,

One of the chief bulldings which col
lapsed was the new postoffice. This
war 8 substantial structure of granite,
conting to exceed &$5,0000(8)  While
pot wstrikilng from ann architectural
standpoint, the postotfice was lmpress
Ive from Ita massiveness,

The Postal bullding was badly dam-
aged, and the oper *ing room was s
wreck, Power of ¢ oy kiod wus de
stroyed, and there were no lights, el
ther gnr or electric, Nelther the Pal
ace hotel nor the Bt, Francls was de
etroyed as fag ns the framework goes,
but the Inslde plastering and decora
tions were greatly damaged,

The buslness rection of the city from
Market street to Misslon street and

bulldings |

|

Other Imposing edifices, many of
which bave been more or less severely
injured, ure the Hotel 8t. Francis, the
Palace botel, the Hall of Justice, the
Mutual Bask building, the Pacifie Mu-
tual Life bullding and the Callaghan
bullding. The greatest property dam-
age resulted o the manoufacturing dis
trict and the greatest loss of life In
the tenement bouse district.

The chief street of the ¢ty In Mar.
ket, running dingonally for many miles,
The destruction of many of the depart-
meut stores and other buskiness blocks
on Market and Mission streets was al-
most complete.  Fire andded to the hor-
rora of the situntion, apd, us the water
muinge bad been burst by the shock,
the fire department was belpless. The
| fames ate thelr way slong Market
street, and other fren started In differ
ent parts of the clty.

As the earthgunke occourred but
Nttle. after & ¢'clock In the morning,
practically the entive population was In
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frow the bay baeck was almost com-
pletely wroekaed.
The mest conspienous bullding o

San Prancisen, the city hull, & plinost
totally ruined, 1t cost from 6048000000
to 7,000,006, 1ook twenty-five yveuars o
construction and
t dome 832 feet high, 1t was thought
to be very solidly constructed, belng
built substantially of brick, with the
wiulls eovered by cement. The interior
of the dome with ex
pensive marhles the Pa

wis surmounted by

wis decorntied
tiken from

| elfie const mointiins

Another very fine bullding, which
cost over $5,000,000, I8 the gplendid bho
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CITY HALL, WHICH WAS WRECKED.

richest Ban Franclsean, owns a bulld-
ing seventeen storles hich, commonly
known as the Call bullding, On three
of the corner sites, where Third street
{intersects Market, I8 located the great
Bpreckels bullding, the howme of the
Call; the De Young bulliding, the home
of the Chronicle, and the Hearst build-
ing, occupled by the Exuminer, the
three great Paclfic const newspapers
having contributed handsomely to the
bulldlng development of Ban Franclsco
In recent years, The city now has its
ghare of tall bulldings, one being elght-
een storles In height. The major part
of them are elght, ten and twelve sto-

tel erected by Mrs, Herman Oelrichs
on fashlonable Nob hill. Mrs, Oelrichs,
who I8 & daughter of the late Senator
Falr, lins shown fine taste In the ar
chitectural plans of Falrmont, the ap
propriate name of the new hotel, Been
from the buy this structure, with its
classie outlines, makes the beholder
think of a Greek temple, White and
graceful, It looms nbove the busy mar-
ket places, the great wholesale distriet,
the crowded business sectlon and ple-
turesque Chinatown, which, by the
way, I8 fast disappearing owing to the
encronchments of ecommerce and the
dwindllog of the Chinese papulation.
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THE CALL BUILDING, ALSO DESTROYED,
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bed,  Men and women rashod wildly
forth In thelr nlght robes aml ded in

pinde through the streets, Muany were

ciught by the fulllng roofs and walls,
and I the poorer districts the tene-
ments collnpsed lke eggshells, erush-

ing and suffocuting thelr lnmates be-
fore they had time to escape.  In many
cases fire fuished the work of denth,
cntching the victims as they were
pluned st allve ander the debris

T'o urrest the spread of the fire along

Market strect many bulldings were
dynaninited.
The track of one railronad was de-

pressid four feet or more for a dis-
tunce of three wiles, At one polnt in
the elty the earth erncked open for a
digtunce of glx feet, leaving & yawning
chasm of fathoniless depth

The destruction of all telegruph wires,
excopt one belonging to the Postal
union, mnde It almost Impossible for
the stricken elty to communionte with
the outside world. The severe Injury
to the Western Unlon and Postul of-
fices, aleo the Assocluted Press, greatly
added to the ditHeulty.

The proctical destructlon of slx or
elght blocks, coupled with the Immense
loss of life and damage to property
throughout San Franclsco and the en-
tire const region, makes this the worst
enrthquuake disaster in American his-
tory, exceeding even the historle
Chuarleston earthquake of a few years
ALO,

Bian Franclsco has suffered from
many elight selsmle shocks, one of
them occurring about a year ago. At
thiut time a long article appeared In
oue of the papers, slgned by a pro-
fessor In one of the observatorles near
| by, stating that there was no partle-
ular danger from these tremors of the
| earth's surface, The coast reglon, ac-
cording to this writer, was newer than
parts of the country farthier enst and
wis therefore seottling. He sald peo-
ple shonld feel no alarm, as nothiog
serlous wns lanhle to huppen.

Evidently the earth's c¢rust in the
Golden Gate region has been doing
some more “settling

The enrthguake San
Franciseo hns known prior to the pres.
ent wis In 1808 Quite a little
damnge resultod, though nothing re
motely comparnble to this, It was the
1868 shakoup that was made famous
by Mark Twaln. The most surprising
thing the geninl Mark saw at that time
was the open'ng up of the celllng of
bis room, the . s of the orifice work-
lug to and fro like & mouth and & brick
slipping thsugh and beld In suspen-
glon, llke one lone tooth on the jaw of
&n old man

The last earthquake that occurred In
Ban Franclsco was In January, 1000,
Beversl distinet shocks were felt early
In the mornlug, eauslng the vibration
of builldings all over the eity. The
chief bullding affected was the Bt
Nicholas hotel, which was severely
shaken, The walls collapsed In ocer-
taln parts of the structure, guests ware
thrown out of their beds and furniture
was destroyed,

In 1004 there was & severe selsmie
disturbance in Los Angeles, which was
| falt throughout the city and for a
| radius of several miles around.
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SANFRANCISCD
N HISTORY

Strickes City Long Permeated
With an Air of
Romance.

IN THE DAYS OF VIGILANTES

How the Metropolis of Callfornia Was
Purged of Disorder—Lynching of
Cascy-—The Days of the Forty-
ploers —Town Depopulat-
ed by the Rush of
Gold Seckers.

AN FRANCIRCO, the earthquake
stricken oity, has long been por

bappened: “Its houses were left unoe-

cupled  and  unprotectesd, e former
trade cenmed, Ite Jots fell to a wall
part of thelr value, Ita two weekly

| newnpapers were sudpended, snd the
town, deseryint oy the bulk of 1t in
babitants, war at one thne without u
slngle oMeer clothed with clvll author
Ity."

After the first rush to the gold dig
glugs the town began (o reguin Ite lost
ground, and ere long the Influx of gold
poekors gave guite an tmpetus to s
growth, The town was [ncorpornted
In April, 188, and the frst common
councll eleeted proceeded with diligence
to plunder the ity treasury The
sime year the stute was admitted to
the Unlon, and when the stear eor Ore
gon brought (he news there was no
telegraphle  communiention  in  thowse
days business wan entlrely suspended
nnd the entlre population rushied to the
wharfs to weleome the harbinger, The |
town hnd about 10000 nhebitants ot
thnt time, and when the people were
Irormed that the signsl Mags of the
Oregon Indlented that Callfornin wus a
soverelgn state of the Ualted States of
Amerien “n anlversal shoutl nrose from
10,00 volees on the whaorfs, In the
etreets, upon the hills, housetops and
the worlld of shipping In the boy,"

In Its enrly history the oty suffered
from severn] dipastrous fires,  Between

mented with an nlr of romnnee

and adventure. Nowhere muay
one turn withoat belug reminded of
the legends that have been woven

wround the forty-niners and thelr ho
medlinte followers, ‘The names of the
ptreots and of the business Hlocks, such
a8 Kearney, Butter, Montgomery, Du
pont, Flood, Crocker nnd Bharon, bring
to the mind of the visitor long forgot-
ten storley of riot or sdventure and of
fortunes whose vasiness once exclted
his wonder or made him lneredulous,
The site of the clty wus first vislted
by Europeans In 1768, and In 1775 Bu-

Decomber, 18HL and June, 1K41, wix
confingrantions plnyed huvoe with the
growing yvoung town.  Hetter bulldings
woere planned and weveral fire compn
nlesw were organized. These were steps
In the vight direction, 1t was alvo dis
coverad that the fires were started by
erlminnls who profited by the confu
slon

This fact and the InefMclency and
corruption of the elty govermment led
a large uumber of cltizens to organ- |
Ige the fomous viglhines committee
which roled the place In 1851 Quite a

carell ordered a fort, presidio nnd mis

glon founded on the bay One yenr
later, the yenr of the Declurantion of
-—

L

Independence, the Spmnish sottlors e
gan the work, and when Vanconver,
the explorer, visited the place o 1702
the presidio represented the llitary
nuthority, while the pueblo wnd mis
slon stood for the civil aod religlons
factors respectively, The misslon wus
secularized In 1RG4 and a town lald
out the year following,

Io 1840 an Ameriean maon-of-wur, un
der command of Commodors John B,
Montgomery, entered the harbor and
holsted the stars and stripes over the
town. Mexlco, which sueceeded Spalu
as the owuner of Callfornin, wus then
at war with the United Btates, and the
aet of Commodore Montgomery ended
her dominlon over Sun  Franclsco,
Montgomery appolnted  Lientennnt
Washington A. Hartlett to be Frisco's
first nlenlde, or mayor, under the new
reglme. Under 8Bpanish and Mexlean
rule the town wag 4 sleepy, unprogress
ive place, but with the comlog of Amer
lenns and the digcovery of gold In 1848
there came an era of growth and hus
tle. ‘This did not eventunte nt once
for the first news of the discovery of
gold practically depopulated San Fran

number of crooks were yoched by |
the committes, others were dreiven out,

| ke John Onkbuest, the leading fgure

In Brot Harte's "Ouwlensis of Pokoer
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MARKET STREET FROM SECOND STREET WEST,

! Flat,"
ritication process thiat was of ;:rmltl
henedit to It |

The aspect of San Franciseo ot this
e wus not lnspiving to ntlowing
gold seekers, 10 was o strogeling wed
ley of low, dingy ndohwes, friall woodoen
shantles. born tn no afternoon, with n
sprinkling of wore respectnble frome
houses aud o mass of eanvas and rub
ber habitations, It was mulnly a elty
aof tents, rising In a erescent upon the
shores of the cove.  From Clark polint
It skirted the lund to Telegraph hill,
along the Clay wtreet slopes, tupering
wwany 1o the Callforula street ridge.
The larger number passed to the south:
west shores of the cove, bevond the
Murket street ridge, n reglon sheltered
from blustering winds and provided
with good spring wiuter snd pumed the
Happy Valley.

Rtockton street, stretching from Bac-
ramento to Green streets, presented
the neatest cluster of dwellings, and
Powell street was the abode of churches,
for of the slx churclies In exlstence ln
the middle of 1850 three graced 1ta

clseo,

The town was smitten ng by a plague, |
and one historinn thus describes what |
—-

sldes nnd two stood upon cross streets,
within lalf o LWlock Muason street,
nbove I, was really the western Hmit
of the ety un Gireon wireet wue the

—

L dron

I. finest

northern. Beyond Mpson wstreet ran
the trall to the Prealdlo, past sesttered
cottnges, cabilns and sheds, amid dal-
rlen and gardeng, with a branch path
ta the Mauarine hospltal, on  Filhwrt
street, and another to the North Heach
anchorage, where apeculntors were
planning & wharf to ntiract settlement,

Aftor the vigllaonee committes din-
bianded the crlmingl element became
bolder, and In 1K the erime and cor
ruption In the city had become Intol-
erabla to those who wirhed to live a
decent and orderly life. When Editor
King of the Bulletin, who had de
pnounced the thugs, wis murdersd by
Jumen P Casey, n new vigllunes or-
ganizntion was created, and In a few
duys  Cusey and  another murderer
nnmed Corn were executed o front of
the committee’'s hendguarters, Many
Inwhrenkers woere later put to death,
and the reglme of the Callifornia “bad
man' came to nn end.

It haw been asserted that Bun Fran-
clnen I8 the most cosmopolitan city In
the worldd, nnd by cosmopolitan e
mennt u populntion from all parts of
the world,  Not long ago the records
indlented that 48 per cent of the peo-
ple of the elty were born In forelgn
Inndw, not In two or three different
countries, but in practically every lund
under the sun.  According to the na-
tlonnl  ecensus reports for 1590, San
Fronciseo hnd n totul population of
208 007 OF these 172180 were native
born und 120,511 were born outalde of
the United Stutes,  Fally balf the
grown persons In the community re-
moved to Canlifornin from allen landes,
while n lurge percentuge of the other
half wnil of the general body of ehllk
were of forelgn parentage.  In
10000 8o Pranelseo had o population
of 2,752, of which 84.1 per cont was
forelgn born,

Son Pranclsco baw long been famed
an one of the “wide open’ eltles of the
Unitedd Stutes.  Aw In the days of
1840, the gnmbler devotes himself to
Wy voention with Httle Interference
from the authorities Prior to the
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| enrthyunke two of the most prominent

ind the ety went through n pu- | corners

I the ety were occupled by
gumibiling tens Chner of them, known
e e Cafe Royal, has heen o veritable
gold mine for its proprietors

The Cullfornis supremse court has
rendersd o declsion to the effect that
the gnme of dreaw poker 18 not n gnme
of chance. but Involves fudgment and
other elements ng well 04 chtnee or
Tuck, nnd beenuse of this decl<lon these
places are permltted to be malotalned,

They are frequented by n hard look-
Ing erowd of men, and muny seandals
are told nssociated with these places.
A visitor's life Is probably snfe In these
resorts, but higs money s not, 1t |8 sald
that the won of the premler of British
Columbin was fleecs] of £5500 I the
Cafe Itoyal a few yeurs ngo, He lost
£1.500 ju eash, but stopped payment on
27,000 In cheeks,

Ban Franelsco has forty-seven sgquare
miles of territory, or about 30,000
neres, within the munielpnl imits. The
residences are on Nob hill and
Pacifie helghts, both of which districts

cominaiind  magniticent views of the
bay and the Golden Gate, The city
hag wlx lurge parks and twenty-two

smnll ones, and Golden Gute park oe-
cuples over 1LI0O aores

SAN FRANCISCO HARBOR,




