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| Dalton entered Mrs. Murray's pur
chases In the daybook and then went
back to his desk and the letter.

| He drew It from the pigeonhole of
Imitation walnut and turned it slowly
from side to slde as If he were h'yTnﬁ

to match the pale gray tint from his
seant ribbon stock, He looked curlous-
'1: at the deeper gray sealing wax. e
was always very careful not to break
the seal when he opened her letters,
He liked to study the stately “I1"
which hid what gbe sald to him from
the bustling, Impertinent world.

Not that he had recelved many such
missives. There were just four In all,
and he knew them by heart. He read
this last one slowly and for the third
time:

Frank Dalton, Esq.,

Board District No. 11t

Bauhuache County, Colo.

Dear Bir—Replying to your favor of thes
234, stating thut your board had acted fa-
vorably on ny application for the Twig-
gins school and would allow the salary
which 1 asked, permit me to say that I
feel that 1 owe you many apologles, Tha
most urgent reason for my desiring to se-
cure a position this summer Iin Colorado
waa an inclplent throat trouble which has
annoyed me for the past year. Recently,
however, It has ylelded to treatment, and
with It has gone this motive for making
the western tilp., In addition 1 have been
offéered a class In elocution at the Mount
Clement summer school, an opportunity
for acquiring some small reputation
which 1 feel that 1 should not miss.
Knowing full well that there are scores of
worthy applicants for such an opening as
your board offers, 1 am avalllng mysclf
of a woman's privilege and changing my
mind, In other words, 1 withdraw my
application for the Twiggins school. Par-
don my thus going Into detalls, but you
have been so courteous, 1 may almaost say
g0 cordinl, In your correspondence over the
matter, that I feel a full explanation Is
due you. Agnin expressing my anpprecia-
tion of your Kindness, I remnin, yours
faithfully, ELIZABETH HARDIN.

Dalton folded the letter, Inid It re-

gretfully on the desk and gat with his
hands plunged deep In his pockets.
There were no customers In the store
to Interrupt his meditations. Even the
straight, uncompromising Maln street
beyond the door was steeped In the
ealm of the sweet spring day. Ranch-
men were home plowing, and no wag-
ons rolled In noislly from mesa and riv-
er land. But Dalton was not worrylng
about the lack of trade. He was think
Ing of the girl who had written that
letter.
| Ellzabeth Hardin! She had been rec-
bmmended to the board by an eastern
jteachers' agency, and Frank had been
instructed to conduct the correspond-
ence, From the very first letter he had
been Interested In her personally, and
.when the salary she named was be-
rond the appropriation made by the
board for Twigging school he had
calmly announced that the distriet was
'growing and needed hetter teachers,
and If the board wouldn't pay Miss
‘Hardin the salary she wanted he
wwould make up the difference, The
children of Twiggins Corners must be
given modern educational advantages.
"And the remalnder of the board, real-
Izing that the male voters of Twiggins
Corners were an uncertain element in
county elections, finally aecqulesced,
and Miss Hardin was “ealled,” Dal-
ton, nervously fingering the bit of gray
sgtatlonery, felt that fate had been cru-
el In thus requiting his temerity In co-
ercing the members of school district
No. 11.
} He walked out the side door and
mounted the steep stairs leading to the
second floor. Lately Dalton had been
figuring with Tompkins, the carpenter,
bn building inside stalrs, but somehow
this afternoon be did not care where
they ran. He entered the carpetless
hall and threw open the door to his
“front room,” overlooking the street,
and stared sllently at Its familiar erim-
son, with just a dash of olive green.
The woodwork was palnted dark green,
and the carpet was red. Dalton had se-
lected this much and a shiny oak organ
before his sister Mary hand come out
from Massachusetts to keep house for
him. But Mary had torned homesick
before the year rolled round and had
left Dalton to care for as best he might
the four rooms he had furnished so
proudly.

He looked at them now, wondering
vaguely what was wrong. A comfort-
able Morris chalr stood in one corner,
but the moths had eaten great holes in
its cushions. He could write his name
in the dust on the center table, with its
old rose plush album. Plyspecks
adorned the photographs he had
tacked on the wall. A sudden feeling
of desolation swept over the man.
What did it matter that be beld publie
office, that he was always referred to
in the Sahunche Eagle as “our success-
ful young merchant” or that at the
last falr of Union choreh he had been
voted the most popular bachelor in La-
drone? What mattered anything so
long as Elzabeth Hardin had declined
to teach Twiggins Corners’ school?

The very next morning he sald to
his head eclerk:

“Herman, do you reckon you could
handle this store if 1 went back east
next month? 1 haven't seen the old
folks for five years."

And Herman reckoned that he could,

The summer sehool at Mount Clem-
ent was In full sway when Dalton ar
rived. He took a room at the leading
hotel and then quletly started out on
his quest. At the first pewsstand he
pleked up a copy of the Mount Clem.
ent Educator, devoted to the Interests
of the summer school. The frontisplece
was the pieture of a tall, willowy girl,
dressed In a sweeping evening gown.
Under the picture were the lines, “Miss
Elizabeth Hardin, the accomplished
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President Behool

young elocutionist,
Mount Clement audiences this sum-
mer”

Dalton walked baek to his room like
one In a drenm. And this glorlous crea-
ture was Ellzabeth Hardin, whom he
had pietured ns a gentle, clinging crea-
ture In need of protection agalnst a
cold and unfeellng world, the sort of
wrman who would it snugly Into his
four rooms nbove the store at Ladrone,
this git who was delighting fashion-
able eastern folks and who could baye
her pleture cover the whole page of &
paper! Dalton Aid not know that Miss
Hardin had pald $25 for that frontis-
plece nor that at this very moment she
wus fitting In her room at a cheap

ng hous in the sym-
mer " e:rﬁrn' %&q’fﬁtm‘%}ﬁow frocks,

photographs and advertlsing. Bhe
would not clear $5, and then what?
Another winter In n New York school-
room with fifty east side children.

Half an hour later he found her and
sent up his eard, written by n man who
had a stand on the corner.

Miss Iardin was startled. In a flash
she reealled the name, the Twiggine
school and the correspondence. Wonld
he have on leather “chaps," spurs and
A belt full of revolvers? Bhe entered
the parlor with some trepldation. A
tall, square shouldered man, well
groomed and clad In dark blue serge,
rose to greet her. She almost laughed
at her recent misgivings, and the
thonght brought a pretty flush to her
checks, n new light to her tired oyes,

He never knew just how he managed
it, but that night Dalton escorted her
home from the concert. 8he wore the
marvelous dress he had seen in the ple-
ture, and she gathered It up daintily as
they walked In the moonlight. Ile felt
as If some explanation of his presence
were due, and finally he plunged Into
it.

“You see, Miss Hardin, T thought
perhaps you'd change your mind about
the school if 1 Just could talk to you,
Perhaps you'd like to come ont next
summer anyhow, I've always pleturad
you so sort of different, but now of
course I understand. You wounldn't Hke
It out there no matter how much we
might want you.”

He was looking down at the ehiffon
ruflle on her gown, which billowed ke
white foam around her feet. An odd
smile trembled on her Ups; something
very like a tear shone in her eye, She
had read his thought as in an open
book.

“Perhaps you are mistaken, Mr.
Dalton. I think I would like Colorado,
and If the position I8 open next sum-
mer I may come."

They were passing through a small
grove, Dalton stopped short and gnzed
into her face,

“If it's open! Why, Miss Hardin, of
course It will always be open for you!l"
Then he added in a lower voice, “But
next summer Is a long way off!"

Elizabeth sighed softly, and a far-
away look came Into her eyes ng if she
were scenting the keen mountain alr
and the Colorado pines.

“Yes, a long, long way!"

Then Dalton forgot her picture In the
paper—forgot the imposing frock. He
reimmembered only the little gray note
slgned “Falthfully yours, Elizabeth
Hardin"—and the sigh.

What happened next is not hereln
get forth, but westérn men are noto-
rious for acting promptly.

This summer another elocutionist de-
lighted the visitors at Mount Clement,
and her picture adorned the first page
of the Mount Clement Educator, but in
Frank Dalton's Colorado home a new
cushlon has replaced the one of moth
eaten velvet In the Morris chalr,
there's a drawnwork cover instead of
dust on the center table, and a stalr-
way has been built from the inside of
the store.

Men, Women and Hats,

The man who brings out a new hat
almost invariably remarks when some-
body with an investigating turn of
mind asks bim where he got it, how
much it cost, ete.: *Ob, I've had that
hat for about a month now. It's far
from being new.,"

However, the same hat, when care-
fully scrutinized, does not show any
slgns of wear and generally looks as
spick and span as when it came from
the packer's box., If you guestion the
owner's statement as to the time of
his possession, he will usually tell you
that he has not worn it, but it has
been around the house for at least
thirty days.

A woman s different. When she
gets a new bonnet, she 18 anxious to
get it properly placed and get out on
the street. If she meets an acquaint-
ance and words of ecstasy and delight
are not forthcoming, she Invariably
gets mad.

“Can't you see my new hat? 1 just
bought it. Aln't it sweet? And I only
paid £0.90 for it. The milliner told
me she had held out for $10.50 and re-
duced the price for my special ben-
efit.”

That's the reverse In human nature
aemong the sexes.—Pittshurg Press.

Modern Bachelors,

The bachelor does no longer pat him-
self on the back for remaining single,
as dld Casimir Delavigne, the author
of “Louis X1."

But neither does the bachelor turn
his coat, as did Caslmir when he got
married on the same day ag his broth-
er Germalin, best known as the collab-
orator of Beribe, and In the same
church, though, luckily, “not to the
same girl,” as Louls Philippe In his
sudden fright had feared.

The great and prominent men of the
present dany who intend to remailn free
do not Invelgh against women lke
Goethe and Bwift and Musset and, for
the matter of that, like Milton. They
simply eschew matrimony, and, what
Is more curlous still, soclety appears
not to wonder at it, and womeén them.
selves are taking the abstention as &
matter of course,

|
who Ig delighting |
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““% VOLCANIC REGIONS. 1

The Five Active Uroups of the Weats
ern Heminphere, |

The actlve voleanle groups of the
western hemiaphere occur in five wide.
Iy separated reglons: {

Piret.—The Andean group of volea-
noes of the equatorial reglon of west- |
ern South Amerien,

Second —~The chaln of some twenty-
five great cinder cones which streteh |
enst and west across the pouth end of
u;*_hlr&qgﬁ_ IntedW. "5 |

hird.—Th& Central American group,
with ita thirty-one active craters, ex-
tending dlagonally across the western
enda of the east and west folds of the
ribbean c¢o aflons, fringing the
cmc side of Guatemala, 8an Balva-
dor and Costa Rica. This is separnted |
from the Mexican group on the north |
by a large nonvoleanic area, the isth- |
mus of Tehuantepec, and on the south
from the Andean voleanoes by the isth- |
mus of Panama, where no active vol-
canoes are found,

Yourth.—The chaln of volcanoes of
the Windward Islanda, marking the
eastern gnte of the Caribbean sen, !
standing In a llne directly ncross the |
eastern terminl of the Carlbbean moun-
tains, trending east and west and paral- |
lel to the Central American group slm-
llarly situated at the western termind,

Fifth.—The voleanoes of Alaska and
the Aleutian Islands.—FProfessor Rob-
ert T, HIIl In Century.

Clreumlocution,

A young Yorkshire colller, anxlous to
pop the guestion to n girl whom he hon-
estly andmired, but not having the cour- |
age to ask her straight ont, adopted a
method of sounding ber which roman-
tle people will he Inclined to think
rather too practieal,

“Jessle, my lass,” he sald nervously, |
“Al've Insured my life"

“Has ta, lnd?" sald the damsel Indif-
ferently.

“Aye, an' Abh'm thinkin' Ah'm a fool
for doin’ iL."

“How's tn mak that art?"

“Why, supposin’ Ah get killed in l'|
pit, where does ta think t' money’ll
go?'

“Why, to thy feyther, for sure,”

“True enough, an' It ain’t falre, It
ought to be pald to my wife."

“To thy wife! Why, tha hasn't got
one, BIL"

*“That's just it erled Bill in a burst
of confldence, "Tha're a nlece Ings, Jes-
gle, an’ Ab want thee to have that mou-
ey.”

*“Why couldn't ta say so at fust?’
cerled Jessie joyfully,

Then the happy couple embraced and
trotted off to break the news to Jes-
gle's mother.—Pearson's,

Went Him One Detter,

A well known Glasgow divine related |
the following anecdote, show!ng that |
the ready wit of a countryman was/
more than a mateh for him:

ITe was golng to the country for his |
holidays and was In a rallway train |
when a young man entered, In a short |
time the two commenced a conversa- |
tion, in the course of which the clergy-
man asked the youth what he worked !
at.

“I am a coupler, sir,” was the reply.

“A coupler! 8o am L' replled the
clergyman with a laugh.

The youth looked at Wim for a min-
ute or s0, then burst into a fit of laugh-
ter and sald: “Oh, 1 see; ye'r a meenls-
ter. Ye marry folks, But 1 gang far-
ther than ye dae, 1 balth couple and
uncouple.”

The clergyman lnughed heartily aud
acknowledged that the youth had the
better of the sally.

Man's Greateat Enemy.

“Fatigue is one of the greatest ene-
mies of the human race,” says a writer
In Alnslee’s, “Modern physiology shows
that it is the cause of nearly half and
perhaps more of the several hundred
catalogued diseases that prey upon
man. In our age, with its high pres-
sure, its hot and bitter competition and
the unrelenting struggle for survival,
its moral and physical ravages are
steadily increasing., Citles, in which
an ever larger proportion of our peo-
ple dwell, are blological hothouses and,
for some, furnaces, forcing develop-
ment prematurely and encouraging
late hours and excitement and consum-
ing nerve and brain.

S .
B Lava Streams,

It 18 sclentifically reported that the
lava streams from Vesuvius In 1858
were s0 hot twelve years later that
steam was Issulng from the cracks
and crevices, while the lava beds from
the eruption of Etna in 1787 were
found to be stenming hot just below
the top erust as late ns 1840. Bot still
more remarkable are the sclentific re-
ports of the voleano Jorullo, in Mexi-
¢0o. This sent forth Immense streams
of lava In 1760, In 1780 the lava beds
were examined by a party of sclen-
tists, and it was found that a stick
thrust into the crevices Instantly lg-
nited, although there was no discom-
fort experienced In walking on the
hardened crust. Again some forty
years after the eruption it was visited
by sclentists and reported to be steam-
ing In many places, and even eighty-
seven years after the eruption two cok
umns of steaming vapor were found to |
be issulng from the crevices. Some-
times the upper crust of such n stream
of lava cools go that plants and lichens
find precarioug growth on the surface,
while a few feet beneath the lava is
‘Imost redhot.

Hey Mistake.

Two elderly women and an old man,
evident strangers in the city and who
were carefully guarding a huge tele-
gcope between them, stood In front of
the Grand for an hour the other day,
walting for some kind soul to direct
them to the residence of a friend they
bhad come to vislit. The nolse and bus-

tle of the city gvidently copfused them,

| finally

| rallrond time

next door to ug ot Linton, and we bhave
come in to see him," o .
The man had to acknowledge he had

| never even beard of Wil Blank, and

the old lady turned nway with a seorn-
ful amile, gaying, O, 1 thought per
hapa you lived here.” — ludlanapolis

Be nlfm-l r ~

Daths In l-"'lnlnlul

One of the greatest treinle o visltor ln
Pluland bas to endure I8 o Fionlsh
bath, The method of procedure Is
uulqun. IMvested of outer clothing and
attired o a Nght and nlry cotton gors
ment, you are slung In « sort of ham-
mock composed of cord nbove a large
receptacle ke the bollers in publie
laundries, This 18 almost filled with
cold water, Into which nt the right tno-
ment Is Aong n large redhot birick or
plece of Iron, which of course coures
( an overwhelming rush of gteam to as-

cend nod almost choke you,  Then
when that process has gone on sufll-
clently long you are shaken out of your
hammoek, tmmerged In eold water, and
after very drastie treatiment you re-
sume your roalment, sadder amd wiser
than before your novel experionee,

No Sunset Faor Five Dayns,

At the hiend of the gult of Dothoin
there Is 0 mountaln on the smnmlit of
which the sun shitieg perpetually dur
Ing the five days of June 19, 20, 21, 22
and 23, Bvery slx hours during this
geason of contlnual sunshilne o steatier
lenves Stoclholm crowded with visit
ors anxlous to witness the phenome-
non., At the same place during winter

y

| the sun digappenrs and 18 not seen for

woelis, Then It comes In sight ngnln
| tor ten, fifteen or twoenty  minutes,
gradunlly lengthening s stay untll

It stays In slght
for upward of 120 hours,
A Question of Color,
BenjJamin Constant when painting
the portralt of Queen Vietoria made
the grand ribbhon of the Garter, which
was part of Wis [Hustrious sitter's cos-
tume, a certaln tone of blue. The
queen eritleised thig part of the ple-
ture, but Constant stuck to his color.
One day he recelved from Windsor a
little parcel contiaining the order of the
Garter.  The queen, fully convineed
that sbhe wons right, had sent him the
ribbhon to prove his color sense wos
wrong. She did not confer the Garter

upon Lim, however,

continuously

Telling the Wenther From Mists,

The motlon of mists, rupld or slow,
wna regarded as one of the best moeth-
ods of foretelling the approneh of raln
or snow. When there wae o mist be-
fore the rise of the full moon, it elouds
were seen In the west hefore the sun
rose or there was n wist In the fields
before sunrise, wet wenther wins ex-
pected. When the mists vanished rap-
idly and the moon geemed to rise fast-
er than nsual, fine weather was sure
to gludden the hearts of the merrymink-
ers on the sueceeding day. When the
winds changed and the clouds flew
along on “tall,” the farmers predleted
N storum,

Ralflrond Time Folders,
The average person who picks up a
folder does not realize
the enormons amount of work which
the preparation of such a publlcation
Involves,

The blg Burllugton system, for in-
stance, has n general time folder made
up from sixteen different division time
tables. The folder coutnins 2,000 names
of towns, gives the schedules of over
00 tralns, and whenever there 18 a
change 1o time 60,000 figures have to
be carefully checked and corrected.

No Bmoking,

There is one country in the world
where It 18 consldered a crime to smoke
—Abyssiula, The law forbldding to-
bacco dates from the year 1042, It
wnd at first merely Intended to prevent
priests from smoking In the churches,
but it was taken too literally, and now-
ndays even forelgners have to be care-
ful not to be seen smoking.

Conceded It,

“There’s n burglar in the house, Ben-
Jamin,"” sald Mrs. Frett, arousing her
husband in the dead of the morning.
“Hear that?' she continued. *It's sure-
ly the sound of a chisel. He's a safe
burglar.”

“You bet he 1s,” sleeplly reflirned
Benjamin, turning over for another

| nap.—~Rlchmond Dispateh.,

Couldn't Improve the Method,
Mrs, Chugwater—1'd be ashamed to
sleep in church the way you do,
Mr, Chugwater—I can't help it. It's
the only way 1 know bow to sleep.—
Chicago Tribune,

The Laugh,

Chumpley—That hypnotist Is a fraud,
He couldn't control my mind at all last
night,

Pokely—Of course bhe had some ex-
cuse?

Chumpley—Yes. He sald there was
no material to work on. You ought to
bhave heard the audience give bim the
laugh!—-Tit-Blla

- Expennive, '

“I've quit joking my wife about wo-
men carrying thelr pocket handker-
chiefs In thelr pocketbooks," sald
Tenspot. “It didn't pay.”

“How was that ' asked Hunker,

“S8he gald she'd carry money In hers
If she had it. HManded her out $10 on
the spot, "*l't lrt‘il | Il ¢ ] i‘l aa.
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Cultlvate patlence. A# you get older
you will find that it is the only talent
you are expected to have—Atchison
Gluba._
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and th "y “[ihill POWIHIOPO G, it mavevw=s |
Ing which wny to turn Finally one
| o the women plucked up conrage (o !
address n mwan who was passlng, =ay
Ing, “"CUould you tell me where Wi
R’lank lHvost”

“Whot Inguired the man

"Why, Wil Blank., He used to lve
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of Trads. Printing Ofce, Literary Sociate,
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Work for Board  Any studani ean work for board
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Adrees

ROHRBOVGH nnou OMANA, ll‘ﬂh

YOU MUST NOT FORGET

That we are constantly growing in the art of
making Fine Photos, and our products will al-
ways be found to embrace the

NMoat (Artistic Ideas

and Newest Styles in Cards and Finish.

carry a hne
Kinds of framing,

We also

line of Moldings] «uitable for all
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ING MANUFACTURER
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EVERYWHERE,
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Corner 17th and Farnam sts.,
OMAHA, NEB.
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This signature Is on every box of the genulne

Laxative Tableta

the remedy thit cures & cold im one day

MENT. BUILT RIGHT |

nuu\.m-n Bt. Louls and Kansas City and

OKLAHOMA CITY,
WICHITA,
DENISON,
SHERMAN,
DALLAS,
FORT WORTH

And principal polnm In Texas and the SBouth-
west, This train is new throughout and s
made up of the finest equipment, provided
with elecirie lighta and all other modera
traveling convenlences, It runs via our now
eompleted

Red River Division.

Every appliance known to modern car
bullding &nd rallroading haa been employed
in the make-up of this service, including

Café Observation Cars,

under the management of Fred. Harvey,
Full information &s to rates and all detalls of
a triP vin this new route will be cheerfally

shed, upon application, by any repre-
unutlw of the

————

HOMESEEKERS'
EXCURSIONS.

On November 0&th, and 19th, and
December 8rd, and 17th, the Missouri
Pacific Railway will sell tickets to cer-
tain points in the South, Southeast, and
Southwest, at the rate of one fare for
the round trip, plus #2.00. Final re.
turn limit 21 days from date of salse.

Fast Time and Sulwrior Through Ser-
vice. Reclining Chair Oars (seats free).
Pallman Buffet Sleeping Cars,

For further information or land pam-

phlets, nddress, W. O. BARNES
T. P. A., Omaha, Neb.

H. CITOWNSEND, C. E. STYLES,

Q. P &T. A, A.G.P,&T A,
8¢..Lonis, Mo, Kansas Clty, Mo,




