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ANNIE’S
BIRTHDAY GIFT

A Story of Blackmail
and Its Results.

The village clock was striking the
hour of b one afternoon a8 Annle Gru.
ham stepped out of her trim and coms-
fortable cottage to meet hor
at the gate,

Bhe made a pleasant pleture for the
year of married
life had been 4 very happy one, and
never did maiden look more eagerly
for her lover than did she for her hus:
band's return from the distant elty,
whither he had gone a week ago on
business for his employors,

Among the few ornniments she wore
was o beautifully ehased gold bracelet
which encireled her left wrist, As her
eye caught Its glenm n peaceful smile
lit up her sweet face, for it was her
busband's gift to ber on her last birth-
dny.

She stood nt the gate and looked
down the road In the direction of the
emall mining village through which
her husband must pass on his way
from the station. A man's form came
Into view on the qulet road, but a =in-
gle glunce gnfliced to show her that it
wns not the familiar figure ghe looked
for. BShe searcely observed the man
further, her eyes traveling beyond him
to scan the road, till he halted alimost
at her side.

“Can't yon spare a copper for a poor
fellow who has walked all the way
from"— he began, with the usual plea
and whine of the professional tramp,
but stopped abruptly and gave veut to
a low whistle,

“So It's you!" he exclalmed sneering-
Iy, recovering from his  surprise.
“Aren't you glad to see an old pal?”

She Jooked at him for a moment,
then drew back in fear,

“I suppose you've got too high and
mighty for the likes of me" Lie con-
tinued, observing her action. 1 heard
you bad got spliced to the gaffer of a
mine somewhere about this quarter,
but had no idea of such a slice of luck
as this bappy meeting with you. So
this Is where you hang out, eh? It
does look ratbher comfortable ingide.

He drew nearer the gate and made
as if to enter.

“No, no, yvou cannot come In,'" she
cried In alurm, *“See, here is sowe
money, Take it and go away.”

e examined the contenis of the
purse which she handed to him. Thoey
amounted to only half a dollar, and he
was dissuatistied,

“I'm as dry as a dusty road In June,
and this will hardly wet my throat,
Let's see that bauble on your wrist. It
slhiould be worth something,” he said,
Jooking greedily at the Lrocelet,

“No, Indeed, I will not. 1 have al-
ready given you more than enough, so
please go.'”

“Not if T know a thing or twe,” he
sald, with a cunning leer. “DId you
tell your adorable husband that you |
got the swop from Watson's for nab-

husband

bing a trinket like that? No, 1 guess
not.”

“You know how false that charge
was," she crled indignantly, but with
fear in her eyes at the mention of her
husband.

“0Oh, of course yvou say so, but who

would belleve you?' he returned.
“Hand over that bit of Jewelry, and
wum's the word.”

“It's my husbhand’s gift to me” ghe
pleaded, “and I cannot part with it, I
will give you its value in money, but
do not ask this,”

"

She turned to enter the house for the |

money, bhut he was too quick for her,

“Not so fast, my pretty. ‘A bird in
the band Is worth two in the bush' any
day, 1 can make as good terms with
your husband, so it must be that gilt
thing or nothing.”

She eagerly scannped the road again,
Yonder at last was the well known
gtalwart figure of her husband. Should
ghe tell him all and trust to hils belley-
her Innocence?  What If be
ghould believe this man’s story?

These thoughts passed quickly
through her mind. The risk of losing
his love and respect seemed too great
to face. She slipped the bracelet from
her wrist and banded it to the man.

“There, take It and go quickly,"” she
egald, with white, drawn face,

He snatehed it from hier and walked
away, bumming a lively alr and look-
ing the virtuous man he claimed to be
ns he passed her husband a short dis-
tance from the gate.

Jobhn Graham greeted his young wife
nffectionately, and together they enter-
ed the house, IHe observed ber pallor
for the first time as she turned up the
light of the dining room lamp,

“What's the matter, Annje?’ he In-
quired anxiously. “You look as If you
had got a fright. IHave you been mop-
ing In my absence? 1 meant to be back
a couple of days sooner, hut I could
pot get my busipoess finished o time,”

“It 18 pothing, John, 1 did weary for
your coming, and I am glad to see yvou
home again,” she said, with an effort
to keep the tremor out of her volee,

“1 have news for you, dear,” he sald
when they were seated at the teata-
ble, “1 met some of my people in the
city and was invited home. As they
appeared to be holding out the olive
branch of peace of course 1 went, and
the upshot was that matters were
gwoothed over, They have most gra-
clously condescended to forgive us for
marrying, and my mother and sisters
are coming on the 28th to spend a few
days with us,

“Ree what 1 have brought you from
the eity, 1 remembered that the 28th Is
your birthday and thought you would
llke this. You might wear It when
they come, along with the one 1 gave
You last year. 1 want you to be at
Your best before my people.

As be spoke he drew o small parcel

! from

hils |\m ket and unfolded i,
voeallng a breaeelet of exquisite desig
ot & bed of velvet, He haoded Tl.l'

gL to hier with a tender smile
“Ionim oot worthy of thig, Johin," she
sald faintg, while o mist rose before
her oyes,  She was already payiong
dearly for her error In her transaction
with the tramp.
UNonsense, my

dear. Bring out the
other one and et me see how they look
togethor.”

“Not tonlght, John, Please don't nsk
me," she sald 5o enruestly that he look-
ed up In surprise.

“I'm afraid you nre not yourself to
night, Annfe. You do look rather ghost-
ke,  But doon't trouble about the
bracelets, as 1 can see them both on
the 281h."

When the guests arrlved, 1t struck
him that his wife had never appeared
to greater disndvantage, SBhe looked
pale and anxlous and seemed 1o avold
moeeting his eyes. He was annoyed to
see the proud Hps of his mother and
Elsters curl at hig wife's awkwardnoess,
and he felt that she had not done her-
self Justlee, Onee he whispered;

“You are not wearing both bracelets
tonlght ¥

“No," she answered in a low volee
and with averted oyes, He tourned
awny, with a look of disappointment.

When the visitors retlred for the
night, he took both her hands In his.

“There s something wrong, Annie.
What Is 113"

Conld she tell him, or must ghe go on
decelving hifin and enduring the misery
of the past few days? Ile was a mnn
who was uprlght in all hils actlons and
hiated deceit in any form. Yet she
wonld only be doing him a forther in-
justice by econcenling the truth, In a
low voice shie began and recounted the
whale story., When she had finished,
he remained silent. 8he lifted her tear
staloned face to Wilm,

“You do not Iwlieve me, and there-
fore you canuot forgive me?” she ask-
el wistfully,

“1 both belleve and forgive yvou," he
suld gently, “But what ydu have told
me 8 not quite new to me. 1 koew
nbout the ehnrge agalnst you when 1
[ asked you to marry me, but I believed
In you. And within the last twenty-
four hours 1 have heard the rest of the
story. Do you recoguize this?"”

She was astonished to see him hold
up the bracelet which she hand parted
with so unwilllngly to the tramp.

“Your friend the tramp got the worse
of drink with the money youn gave
him and was locked up at the poliee
P etation,” e resumed. *This was found
In his possession, and he could give no

proper acconnt of it Licwtenant St
ling happened to mention the matier
to mes I Lhind my own reasong for e

Ing interestied, nod,
I Intorviewed the

along with Suirling,
man. I knew him at
conee to bie the man who was the Wat-
sons” groom when you were with them,
We wormed the thatter ont of hiw, and
now it appears that it was one of the
servants whom he wig courting at the
time who wag the real thief." .

“Then 1 o cleared at last? she
criod joyfully,

“Yes, 1 could have told you all this a
few hours ago, but T wanted yon to
learn to trust your hushand more fully.
I T am glnd that you have told me every
lllsim.. frankly, Now let us forget the
[ ]hl‘-i

“The best birthday gift you have giv
en me g8 your forgiveness,” she said
gratefolly.—Penny Pictorinl Magazine,

A Kindred Sounl.

They had just been introduced, and,
as she looked into his thoughtful blue
[ eves, the young girl felt that she had
| at Inst met a man of high idenls,
|| “Are you interested in the elevation
lof the masses, Mr, MeSmudge?" she
asked, after she had worked up to the
subject by casy conversational stages.

“Intensely, Miss Gushington,” he an-
swered, 1 have dedleated my life to
this great work. 1 am just now futer-
esting mysell in circulating a pamphlet
on the subject, which 1 shall be pleas-
ed to send you.”

! “ITow lovely!" she murmured. She
knew that she had at lust found a
kindred goul.

But this world is full of bitter disap-
polntments, and It was a hard jolt to
Ethel Gushington's finer sensibilities
when a few days later she received,
with the compliments of John Wesley
MeSmudge, a catalogue of passenger
elevators for which he was agent.—
Salt Lake Herald.

§ilk In England,

King James 1. was very anxious to
naturalize the sllkworm in England
and to establlsh 4 native manufacture
of the product. To this end a great
many mulberry trees were imported
from North Ameriea, and a fine plan-
tation of them was made near Bt
James' palace on ground where Buck-
ingham palace now stands. This plan-
tation was known as the Mulberry
Gardens and became n kind of recrea
tlon ground, Boh Evelyn and Pepys
record their visits bere, and Dryden
Is sald to have brought a lady friend
here to enjoy the “mulberry tarts'”
Close by were the necessary houses
gnd applianees for rearing the silk-
worms smd the manufacture of the
silk. But the king's experiment failed.

A Case of Espleation Anyway,

Some yenrs ago a battery of artillery
wis nt big gun practice at Bermuda,

One of the guns—a thirty-eight ton—
wits found to hnve n gerious flaw. The
officer In charge, not caring to risk half
a dozoen valuable lves, Inquired:

“Scergeant, have you any time ex-
plred men here?”
“Yos, sir,” answered the sergeant

“Paddy Jackson has just completed
his thney

“Well, then,™
officer, "['Il(l\!j'
gun,”

And Maddy Jackson did fire the gun,
bhapplly with no fatal result. — Edin.
burgli Scotswan,

replied the thoughtful
Jackson will fire the
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Sweethenvt Caken of n Duteh Dam-
sel = Egyptinn Must
Waork For Thelr Supper—<Wine In
China~Marvied by Cnandy,

Bridegrooms

The Important part which @ Terent
vinnds play In marringe cercimonies
makes rauther an interesting story,

For example, the Bwedish bride filla
her pocket with bread, whilch she dig-
penses to every oue she weets on her
way to church, every plece she glves
away averting, ns she belleves, aomls
fortune,

On the threshold of her new home a
bride in Servin s presented with n
plate of bonbons, one of which ghie and
the bridegroom share between thewy,
the divided bonbon signifying that no
bitterness ghinll divide them. A slove
of whent corn s nlgo glven to the bride,
Of this she takes three handfuls,
throws it over her head, emptying the
gleve upon the ground, 'The senttered
corn denotes that the bride brings joy

nnd prosperity Into her new home, The
bride is still outside the door, nor coan
she enter until she has placed two

lonves of bread beneath ber nrms nnd
tnken a bottle of wine Into her hands,

With these emblems sghe ot lenpth
crogses the threshold of her future
home, At the first menl of the newly

married pair bread and wine must Le
tanken by both to denote that thence
forward all they have shall be equally
divided between them and that their
married life shall be passed o unity
pud fidelity,

A Russlan woolng enlminates In the
betrothal feast, nt which the bride elect
in return for a long tress of hinde which
ghe has glven to the brldegroom re-
celves bread and salt and an almond
cake,

In Holland if a young man is in love
with a glrl and wishes to ask her hand
In marriage he buys a small sweet
cake and, wrapping it up In soft poper,
proceeds to the house of his inamorata,
He is ushered Into the midst of the
famlly cirele. Without a word he
walks up to the young lady and lays
the cake on the table before her, The
rest of the famlly affect not to notice
anything uousual and continue thelr
work or thelr rending. The young man
turns aside and talks to the father or
mother on some very ordinary subject,
keeping his eyes engerly fixed on the
girl while he is conversing., 1f she ac
cepts his offer, she tokes up the enke
and eats i, If she I8 o coquottish
damsel, she tortures the young man hy
turning it over and playing with It hes
fore she decides to taste it and then en
raptures him by cating it to the last
crumb. 1, on the other hand, she
wishies to have nothing more to do
with her admirver, she puts it back on
the table. The young man takes up
the conke and, with a “Vanrvonl byzie
men,” leayves the house, The matter Is
then kept a profound secret by both
families, and the outer world never
hears of it. In place of o wedding cake
in Holland wedding candies are given
=“bruld zulkers" they are called.
They are passed around by children
and are served in flower trimmed bas-
kets,

Bride pudding Is the name of the
plece de resistance served at o Norse
pensant wedding., Thls 1s not brought
on the table until the Jast day of the
festivities, three or five days belng
given up to fensting and mwerrymiaking.
The appearance of the bride pudding
Is the signal of dismissal, and at the
close of the feast the guests say fare
well, presenting at the same time their
gifts, which consist of cagh, 'This the
bride recelves, the bridegroom present-
ing ench donor with a glass of wine,

Partaking of two tiny glasses of wine
Is all the ceremony necessary to make
a marringe in some Chinese provinces,
provided a quantity of fireworks are
get off, These are to wake the “great
Josg” from his gleep that bhe may wit-
ness the ceremony.

At o Hebrew wedding man and wife
sip from one cup of wine, symbollzing
participation in the joys and pain of
earthly life. The empiled goblet s
placed on the floor and crushed into a
thousand pleces by the bridegroom,
who thus shows that he will put his
foot on all evils that may enter the
family clircle,

At an Egyptian wedding feast meat
Is not eaten because of the bellief that
it would lend to future bickerings be-
tween them. Eggs, frults and sweets
are served. The first meal in the new
bouse cannot be touched until, after
every device known to the bridegroom,
the bride has been at last Induced to
speak. Once she utters a word, he claps
his bands, and supper is brought to
them.

Married by candy is the plan in Bur-
ma, Of all marringe rites this takes
the palm for conclseness and sweet
gimplicity, Here the dusky lady takes
the initiative. Seeing a youth who
pleases her, she offers him a sweet, 1f
he accepts her proposal, he promptly
eats the token of affection, and they
are thereby mnde man and wife. In
the act of eating alone this most prim-
itive rite consists, 1f tbe youth be not
favorably disposed, he remarks with
ull gallantry that that partcular candy
I8 not to his taste, and the matter Is
ended. In Mandalay three weeks after
s marriage kinsmen bring the bride
groom a bowl of rice, a vessel of wine
and a fowl, much of which collation is
gacrificed to the spirits of ancestors.

A Bagoda bride—in the Philippines—
if she be good lovking and the daughter
of a warrior, is sold by her father for
about $30, which sum is not given in
money, buot in vegetables and chickens.
One way of estimating such things 1s
at the price of a brass gong, Buch a

gong 1s worth thirty silver dollars, and
it Is a valuable malden indeed who will
bring two brass gongs.—What to Eat.

Common Sense In Law,

When we are told that eyvery law
st be enforesd 1o the Iettor though
the heavens Fall, I8 hoas o hirpve sound,
but o wise regard for the publie good
demannds thiet the Hiwae bie so excentsd
that the heavens mny not fall. ‘The

maxim that "the extreme of the law
may be the extreme of  Injusties’

“sumomm  Jus gummn injuria'—tg of
venerable nge and s hod the approy
nl of the best Jurisprodence
as the best statesmanship of
conturies, 1t I8 not mere
a8 somewhat hastlly, 1 suppose, I8 hns
been enlled but It mny well be guoted
In support of the application of slmple
COMIMON #ense
plexing exigencies,
nogovernment

muny
“sophistry”

I think there 18 not
In the world, not even
the most consclentions, that does not
refraln from rigldly enforeing to the
lettor some Inws standing on Its statute
books, elther beenuse they nre antl.
quited or beenuse such enforcement s
practienlly hmpossible or, I bhenetieinl,
would result In evils greator than those
which those Inws are to prevent or re
press,—Carl Schurz,
- —
Preparing Dates,
The preparvation of dried datea 18 car-
ried on lnrgely ot Awabl, and ns the
senson hid now commenced 1 took the
opportunity to observe the process nni
wius taken round the factories by the
gholk,  The dater gelocted are pleked
before they are quite ripe. The face
tory hnd o chlmney nbout fifteen feet
high amd contilned several open, colr-
culnr, copper bollers, capable of hold-
Ing five gullons each and nearly full of
wiater.  Into these vessels the dates nre
put and allowed to shnmer over n glow
fire. Ar the water in the copper de-
crensed from evaporntion it was filled
up again, but it gradually  becnmo
Inspissated by the extraction of the
Julee of the date. The fruit is left in
the water about halt an hour and 8
then taken out and gpread on mats or
cloths In the sun to dry, after which it
becomes hard and of o pule red color,
It Is exported in large quantities from
Muskat to Indin.—Geograpldeal Jour-
nal

A Burvival of the Primitive,

A Pllladelphin phllogopher thus ox.
plaing the general preference for a wall
table In o restaurant: “Primitive man
ate In peril, The cave bear, the saber
looth tiger, even some warrlor of his
own kiud, was apt ot any moment to
lenp upon bim and to devour his food
and perhaps  bimself.  Therefore he
todk his menls with his back agalnst n
cliff or In the corner of two adjoinlog
ellirs, iF possibhle, amd with the open
country before him. That, you see,
wis the cafest way for bl to eat. He
conlid not then he surprised.

“And we st bve s that mermory

ol the
consclously,

primithve man, and we sl une-
when we st down to oup
plnees that give
will for our protection.  "Fhat and not
n desire to see things Is whil couses us
to plek out walls and corners.
see a8 well from the middle of 0 roow
or {row any other plice, you know."”

repuasts, chioose

Forcing n enston,

When Thomuas Snodgrass, ex-colloct-
or of Ganjnm, Madras, was expolled
from the service of the Bast Indla
company owing to his extravaganee,
he applied for a penslon, but the com-
pany turned a deaf ecar to him. Ae
cordingly he arrayed himgelf In tuttered
clothes and, nrmed with o broom, set
to work seweeping a crossing In Lead-
enhall street In front of the
house,  ITmmedintely all London was
ngog with the Intelllgence that an old
and distinguished officer of the East
Indln company who had ruled over
100,000 people and reveled In a palace

wis now reduced in the evenlng of his |

life to the necessity of earning lils
bread by sweeping the streets, The
king was thunderstruck nnd implored
Mr. Snodgrass to take hlmself and his
broom awny. This he did when the
compiny gave il his pension.

The Celts and Green,

The early Celts worshiped the dawn
and the sunrise. It is more than proba-
ble, therefore, that their liking for the
color green which we gee In thelr flngs,
gashes, ete, arose from a mistake
among those who had lost a thorongh
knowledge of the Irish langunge, The
sun in Celtle is ealled by a word pro-
nounced exactly llke our word “green,"”
aud it is likkely that the Irish fondness
for that color arose through the strik-
ing simllarity of the two words. In
the same way, when we talk nbout a
greenhouse we think they are so called
because plants are kept green in them
daring the winter; yet it is far more
probable that the word s derived from
the old Celtle word for sun, because
greenhouses are 8o bullt as to eateh the
rays and beat of the sun and store
them for future use,

Eased Consclences,

A well known English dean recently
had the misfortune to lose his umbrel-
In, and he rather suspected that its ap-
propriation by another had not been
altogether wmecldental.  He therefore
used the story to polnt a mornl in a
sermon in the eathedreal, adding that If
its present possessor would drop it
over the wall of the deanery garden
during that night he would say no
more about it. Next morning be re
paired to the spot and found his own
umbrelln and forty-five others.

Lifted Up Forever,

Mazzinl, whose name s assoclated
with the liberation of Italy, was once
asked what he would have taught In
school,

“One thing, at any rate, in all” re
plied Mazzinl, *and that Is some knowl-
edge of astronomy., A man learns
nothing If he has not learned to won-
der, aud astronomy, better than any
sclence, teuches him something of the
mystery and grandeur of the unlverse,

“Now, a man who fecls this will soon
feel something of his own greatness
and mystery, and then for the frst
tiwe be is a man,”

s well
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HEAD
NOISES?

DEAFNESS OR HARD HEARINCG
| ARE NOW CURABLE

by our new invention, Only those born deaf are incurable.

HEAD NOISES CEASE IMMEDIATELY. ;.

F. A. WERMAN, OF BALTIMORE, SAYS:
BavTiMoRR, Md , March 3 |
Centlemen - — Deing entirely cured of deafness. thanks to your treatment, 1 will n
a full history of my case, to be used st your discretion, repre M.
About five years ago my right ear began to sing, and this kept on getting YO of Scott’s
my hearing in this ear entirel
I underwent a treatment 1):! catarth, for three months, without anysuccesard is on
ber of physicians, among others, the most eminent car specialist of Iinult\ev“y bottle,
ouly an opertion could help me, and even that only temporarily, that the
te sample.

then conse, but the heariog in the affecied ear would be lost {orever
[ then saw vour .|-'.u riisement nog J: nially in @ New York paper, and
y§ .\._nl.imulu\.mr directions, U & B 1\\'“& b |
i - ihens td{ ar bas bech entirely re
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ru“ll“
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