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¥ JOHN TOPP, PIRATE

By Weatherby Chesney and Alick Munro. -
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oarTimony, 100, Ay WRATHENNY (TEANRY AND ALIOK MUNRO.
LLLUSTRATIONS BY 1L O COULTAR
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CIHADTTER XXI1.

Close contosta and heatod arguments
ke moen hinngry, so when the trinl of
ur toy ships wnsg over wo returned to
he Hitle village under the palm (read
Ath appetites sharpened for our sup-
T,

We were doomed to be disappointed,
nwever, for there were no Spanish
Inves walling onr return with frosh
¥ killled pork ne we hind hoped.  We
alled, but got no roply: went to the
earcst rlsing ground, hut snw no s8lgn,
nd 8o, concluding that Incessant hunt:
ng was making the swine move shy
nd difenlt to Nnd, we made shift to
I our stomachs with any odds and
nds which the Inrder happened to
mntaln, Afterward, throwing  our-
golves down on lusurfous natueal moss

wehes, we blew our tobaceo smoke

p Into the still night ale and ehatted
ver the events of the day, fghting the
wttle of the toy ships over again

Int by polnt and not glving the Span-
sh forngers so much ns a thought.

But when Job Trehalion yawned and
g he'd tarn In U his stomach weren't
o empty every one began to wonder
t/lult lind happened to the plg hunters
o keep them away so long, and Alee,
going to the top of the olll, halled the
sentry on guned at the cave's month
to nsk If they hind gone atralght to thelr
Jail without reporting themselves,

The sentry sald no and expressed
purprise at seecing his captain there,
“for, he eald, “youn took boat down
harbor, come an hour agone."

“Why didn't you hall
booly "

“1 did, eaptain,” replied the fellow In
an agerieved tone, “nn you answered
that you was bound for Galley Island."

At this 1 broke out Into a storm of
abusge at the sentry for his atupldity,
but Alee eut me short, bldding me
waste no more thne, but take a dozen
men with me and row to the mouth of
the harbor. e himself set off to a
colgn of vantage on the outlylng spit,
running Hke an untired man at the be-
ginnlng of a race, while I, with n
crowd at my heels, tore down to the
bench,

One bont had gone, sure enough, and
the other Iny high and dry. We reach-
ed her and found that the Spanlards
had taken a slmple method of prevent-
fug pursult. They hnd removed all the
oars, knowing well enough that we had
none ln reserve,

We could do nothing, for before wo
could split up new oars they would be
far beyond our ken, as there was no

the bont,

“Didn't I tell you that Uve Spaniards
swere more dangerous than dead onest"

moon, and In the darkness woe stood
chance of finding them. 8o we halled
to Alee to come back, and after mak-
fng sure that our storehouses were un-
touched returned to the cave,

At the door we were met by the old
man,

“Oh, bho, ho!" he eackled. “Bo Don
Miguel aud his fellow scoundrels have
taken the first chance of breaking thelr
plighted word, Dido't 1 tell you that
Hve Bpaniards were more dangerous
than dead ones? And you derlded my
words and called me a savage and mur-
derer. Al, hia, a merry buzzing hor-
nets' nest they'll bring about your ears
presently! Then maybe your squeam-
Ishness will pass away awd the sov-
blue Spanish blood will flow ln rivers.
But If you were wise, Captain Ireland,
you would glve orders at once to light
a fire of green wood at the mouth of
the eave and smoke out the rest of the
hive before they, too, manage to free
thelr stings, You frown at my advice.
Ah, but you're young, my most chiv-
alrous captain; young and tender hear*
«d, for as yet you've suffered only triv-
fal Injuries at Spanish hands! Oh, ho,
ho, my words are wasted now, bul
maybe you'll llye to see thelr wisdom!

“0ld man,” said Willle Trehalion
solemnly, seeing by Alec's face that a
storm was coming, *stop your blood-
thirsty babbling an go an lark with
Nephew Job, your crazy playmate.”

And the old man, after glowering
venomwously at his interrupter, did as
he was told, and the two of them gawm-
cd with knucklebone for a maravedl a
throw until far into the night.

Next day we lald the first plank of
our new ship, and thenceforward the
flat by the cave resounded with the
bubbing of adzes, the ring of hammers,
the jurring of saws and the songs of
the workmen, a discordant wedley
enough, but to our ears the sweetest
harmony,

First arose a bristling thicket of ribs,
the bare, unsightly skeleton. Next a
skin of planking, rising from rabbits
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on the keel, spread slowly over the
superstructure till 1t reached the deck
beams and then continnsd upward te
form & strong protective bulwark, gap-
ped with small rowports and larger
gun embrasures,  Then tough trecunlls
plnned the deck planks on thelr bed
and by and by began the music of the
calker's tron and mallet,. When every
stroke of the ax or hammer wias n
atroke nearer to freedom, there was
Hitle chiance that the work would be-
come wearisomse,

Our 8panish slaves were useless ex-
copt for porter's work, and of the
Ruglish none had served an actual ap-
prenticeship to the earponter’s trada,
Yot such wan the energy wlhileh our
eaptain’s enthuslnsm Infused Into ev-
ery man of us that, Ineredible though
it may seem, 1, John Topp, solemnly
declare that the schooner Scourge kiss-
ed the waters of the harbor three
months and four days after the first
timber of her keel wns Iald on the
rtocks.

What a shout we ralsed as her stern
swooped Joyously down to meet the el-
ement she was destined for! Hagerly,
ns though flinglng from her graceful
sides the dishonoring talnt of earth,
sghe embraced the water.  IHer forward
rush was stopped by the stout warp of
esparto grass which bound her, and
ghe swung ahacply round to a stand-
satill, And Lbefore the wave she threw
up had spread a dozen fathoms we
mude a slmultaneous rush upon her
clever red polled architect and holsted
him high above our shoulders.

Anid when we had had enough of
cheering for Captain Alee Ireland some
of us were uncomfortably hoarse, while
ng for the old man he could not laugh
nhove A whisper.

But the Scourge wns a mere hulk so
far and not a well titted fighting ship,
and so It was to work ngain without
premature holldny. Masts had to be
made and stepped, rigging to be de-
algued and set up amnd sails to be cut
and srtched from the unplekings of
older salls, And these labors, with the
fittings Lelow and the shaplng of spars
and such like, were not the work of a
day or & week., All hands took part In
them except the old man, who was
deeply engaged In the construetion of
some infernnl engine near the mouth
of the harbor the use of which he ob-
atinately refased to tell us.

Almost all the powder on the wrecks
of the Spanlsh ships had been spolled,
and a handful or so from the heart of
each barrel was all we were able to
secure, but arms, small and great, and
body armor we found In abundance,
enough to have supplled two such ships
as the Scourge.

One would have thought, moreover,
that the great Spanlsh bombard, which
the old mian Kept teained on his prison-
erd in the eaves, was as heavy o plece
ns a reasonable man could desire, But
Alexander lreland was not as other
men, He argued tkat with our small
crew, a fight at long bowls would be
our only chance, and so he set to work
to devise a weapon which would enable
us to do this, He made drawlngs and
then a model in wood, from which he
fashloned a mold of molst sand. Then,
breaking up a falconet and some small
demlculvering and sakers, he bullt a
furnnce amd erammed It with the bra-
ren fragmenta of these pleces mixed
with charcoal and from shipwright
turned himself to the trade of gun
founder,

And I must own that It was a deadly
weapon which he turned out. For, al-
though the gun had none of that orma-
mentation which oue looks for In a
piece that 1s to carn a high repute, still
it could vot fairly be judged by the
standard of other weapons, because It
differed from every gun that bhad hith-
erto been cast, It was fearfully cum-
bersome In the breech and down to
where the trunnlons lay, but from that
point forward It tapered throughout
the whole of (ts e¢normous length,
which was a full foot and a half be-
yond the fathom, until just round the
mugzle It swelled out to form a strong
ring, He made a carrlage for It, too,
and planted it right amldships between
the masts. The plece could be fired
from a large port on elther slde, or
over the bulwark If need be; so that,
except directdy ahead or astern, its
deadly pelting commanded every point
of the compass. With this powerful
weapon and the culverina and faleo-
nets mounted on elther broadside we
had as much artillery as we could man.

But the powder room was empty.

This was & most serious gap In our
defense and one which for lack of mh-
terinls we could not remedy. One
Jester Indeed sald that we could get
charcoal from the woods and sulphur
from the Spaniards’ oaths, so that we
required only saltpeter to start our
manufactory, but even on this showing
we were no better off, for we had not
the saltpeter. There was pothing for
it, therefore, but to run our first prize
by the board and take ber hue and
thrust fashlon and then to use the
powder she carrled to load our weapons
agalnst ber (riends,

We bad, it Is true, saved a few hand-
fuls of the preclous black dust from
the carrack's bold and at one time had
counted upon using that to fire half a
dozen lusty broadsides, bot every grain
of It was blown away to smoke by the
old man before ever the Beourge drop-
ped down the harbor,

THE NORFOLK NEWS:

e hnd, ns 1T have sald, been for
some time engaged In constructing a
mysterfous englne whose form and
purpose were known to himself alone.
Ita alte was among some rocks on the
apit at the harbor's mouth, but none of
us had seer It, for slnce the old man
had promised to lnunch his deadliest
curse at the hend of any one who pried
Into hin seeret we all kept widely aloof,

Btill, we were not a Hlittle curlous,
and, madman though he was, we trust-
ed him. Consequently when It was re-
ported that a lIarge ship fiylng the
Hpanish fag was making dead for the
mouth of the harbor our firat thought
wis that we were trapped and our sec-
ond that the old man would save us,

He had boasted that his Infernal ma-
chilne would cope single handed with
the proudes' ship In the Spanish navy,
and If he falled usg now, after having
tuken possession of all our small store
of powder, then the Spaniard might
moor In the harbor and batter our new
vessel to noggin staves at his lelsure,
nnd we could not hope to prevent him,
We had not a stiteh of eanvas bent to
the spars, not n sweep fitted to the row
posts.  The boat would hold only 12
men, but ag a forlorn hope we had It
manned and ready behind the shelter
of Carrack rock, near which the falrway
ran. In It were erammed those of us
who could not swim. The rest were to
take to the water sword In teeth, and
each was to board the Invader as best
we could.

A desperate enterprise surely, but It
was the time for desperate enterprises,
for If the neweomers were to land and
release thelr countrymen from the cave
nelther steategy nor force could save
us, It must be n fight to the death,
and, truth to tell, there was not one of
us who had not rather have died than
trust agaln to mercy from a Spaniard.

CIHAPTER XXII.

On came the majestle Spanlard, bow-
Ing gravely and proudly over the roll-
Ing sens, She was cloge hauled on thoe
starboard tack, nand her Dbellying
courses and topsalls stralned heavlly
on the sheets. Standard, pennant and
banner hung from trucks and poop-
stafl, nud the palnted mffety as it flut-
tered out to leewnrd was more suggest-
ive of gnln day revels than of fighting.
But today her guns were not loaded
with blank salutlng cartridges,

When she drew nearer, she hanled
up her courses In their bralls, stowed
her mizzen and sprit salls and came
running In under her two topsalls only,
and we could see for ourselves how
heavy was the metnl and how numer-
ous was the crew she carrled. The
ports were triced up, and through them
gaped ugly, yawning gun muzzles.
The gunners were at thelr posts; the
blue smoke from their line stocks rose
lnzily from the walst untll the breeze
caught 1t and hurried It to leeward,
and ever and anon the sun would glint
from a shining plke head or sword
bilade. Iew men were visible, and
those, as thelr hoarse sea hauling cries
indlcated, were merely sallors. But,
though we could not see them, we
could guess that a mass of armed men
seethed within the lofty walls of that
tdoating fortress,

To attempt the capture of such a
stronghold by slmple escalade, without
ladders, without bhooked poles, wlith
nothing but our own strong figures and
the stlmulus of a desperate cause,
scamed a forlorn hope indeed, and of
our little band many a sea warrlor who
had grinned death In the face a score
of times believed that now at last his
time had come and hoped for nothing
more than to deal a berserk blow or
two before the swarming soldlers spill-
ed his life with a sword thrust. DBut
not o man shrank from the battle,
Most of us discarded helmet and all
else except sword or ax and at Alec's
word strode down the rocks and Into
the water.

But where were the old man and the
marvelous engine of which he had
boasted? Where was the vaunted de-
struction which he was to deal out to
just such a foe as this? Had he failed
us? Ah, well, a crazy man Is a cracked
reed to lean upon, and perhaps we were
fools to hope that the old man could
BAVE US,

“Ofn with the boat there,” cried Alec
cheerlly, “and, Jan I’engony, lead your
lads to board at the waist, We others
will swim tlll our claws touch the
beak, and If we once get a hold I war-
rant we will not leave go till we've
made this big sea fowl as harmless and
succulent a morsel as & well hung hen
pheasant. Our heads In the water will
be small marks for thelr cannon, so
they won't waste powder by firing
thelr large pleces. All the better for
us! There'll be the more to stow in the
Beourge's powder room. Have ut 'em!
‘England forever! is the ery, and mark
how that herd of hinds will quall when
they hear it"

And so Into the water we slipped and,
golng straighit out from the shore, walt-
ed with quick beating hearts for the
great vessel to come down to us.

On she drove with steady, eruel pow-
er, gashing the little wavelets with her
beak and crushing them contemptuous-
ly beneath her apple bows, stately as a
rock that is stepped in the earth's cen-
ter., But of the bobbing heads In the
water and of the boat creeping out
through the rocks she had not as yet
taken the smallest notlice. The sus-
pense was fearful.

Presently a sentry spled us and gave
the word, The blg shlp woke up with
a scurry and bustle, The trumpeter
made hils poise, and some arquebus-
lers, clapping matches to the priming
of thelr pleces, sent a few maravedls'
worth of lead screaming over the heads
of the unsoldierlike bheretics who were
adopting this unrecognized means of
attack. They effected little, however,
beyond satisfying themselves that they

had obeyed orders.

But soon a deadly arrow shower
commenced from behind the bulwarks
and from the round tops, by which the
water here and there was reddened and
the strength of more than one stout

fellow tapped. The doors of the for-
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ward castle opened, and a detachment |

of mall
guard the beak.

water nt Its foot—there could be small
donbt what the Issue of such a combat
would be, But, little though we liked
it, It was n trial from which we dared

clad soldlers trooped out te
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steep wall agalnst naked men In deep

| MacArthur Insists There is
Considerable Exaggeration.

B e e oeru Tnothe trring, | WOODRUEF 1S OPTIMISTIO,

woe swam with slow, ateady strokes to |
mect the Spaniard, each man of US| Euisf Comminanty At Manila Says AfMatas

looking out eagerly for the best polnt
to board.
thrusts at the

viclous sword nxmen

who lopped at our Hmbs from above. |

Al well, 1t would be a speedy death!
Hut, as It happened, there was to be
no rasping of steel agalonst steel just
then,
With a sudden roar like the bursting
of o thunderbolt n spout of fire darted
from the cluster of rocks on the outly-

It hurtled through the atr and struck the |

Spanish ship

Ing spit, and In the midst of it rode n
buge bowlder bigger than a soldier's
sentry box. It hurtled through the air
with a din like the humming of mil-
lons of ricochetting bullets nnd struck
the Spanish ship just abaft of amlid-
ships, close to the brenk of the poop.
Rmith and carpenter never put together
gear that would have withstood the
shock of that holt,
gplintered and broke as though they
had been mnlze husks, and the mighty
bowlder ate Its way through fabric
and eargo nid fell with a sullen splash
into the sea ot the other side,

The waves trembled with the shoek,

and the proud ship reeled to her lar-
board benrz ends and then
agaln with such
wounded backbone erunched In two
with the effort. The malnmast and Its
gear lay flonting on the water. Guns
slid from the lower deck like so many
pebbles. The fore round top leaned aft
till it fouled the golden flag of Spain
flying from the mizzen truck, and the
bowsprit stood once more as It had
done when, leaved and branched, It
sprouted heavenward from some Cas-
tilian slerra In the old world.

The grim sea wolves, carrion hunters
of the ocean, darting up from the cav-
erns of the sea, fixed thelr talons on
the swirling eddies to the dark jungles
below, and as each heavlly armored
Spaniard fell off into the waves he was
seized by the soft arms of a foe more
relentless than even the Englishman
and strangled by a liquild earess thot
knew no refusal. Thus did the sea
avenge the dishonors with which Span-
{sh slave galleys had talnted her.

It was all over In a few seconds, and
before the minute had elapsed, save for
here and there a morloned head beside

The solld timbers |

righted |
a straln that tue1

In another half minute we |
shiould be facing the ellmb and making |

Ia Subsistenoe Department Ara Honestly
Conducted--Three OMeers and & Number
of Soldiers and Clvilians on Trisl.

Washington, April 10.—~The war de-
partment has made public the follow:
Ilnu cablegram from General MaecAr-
| thur at Manilu: “With reference to
your telegram of the 16th, press re-
port grossly exaggerated and misload-
ing. Matters therein touched upon re-
garding oflicers of subsistence depart-
ment fully investigated. Rognrding
theft of commlissary stores, nmount
of which grossly exaggerated by press
reports, hmmedinte and  most drastie
mensures have alrendy beea placed.
Three officers and number of enlisted
men are belng teisd by conrt-martinl
and a number of citizens by military
commission.™

Commissnsy Genernl Weston hasg re-
celved a eablegram  from  Colonel
Woodrufl, chief commissary at Ma-
nlla, in which he savs:

“Do not permit scandalons reports to
worry you. Affairs subsistence de-
partment of the army adminlstered
honestly and to satisfaction of officers
and troops."

No statement was made that the re-
port of General MacArthur was satis-
factory, although all nlong it has been
the theory of the war department
that the press reportzs from Manila
woere exageerated. At the same time
there Is cause for regret in the depart-
ment that even under the bhest con-
gtruction that can be placed upon the
dispatch three officers and a number
of enlisted men and a number of clv-
fllang have conducted themselves in
sench a manner a3 to  necessitate n
court-martial, or a trial by a military
commission In the ease of the eivillans,
Tt 13 sald, however, that even if these
persons were heing tried there might
be exaggeration in regard to the of-
fenses with which they were charged.

APPEALS TO THE PRESIDENT

Boer Agent at New Orleans Sends Commu-
nication Direct to MeKinley.
New  Orleans, April  19.—General

Samuel Pearson, the Boer otficer who
was refused o writ of Injunction by
the United States circuit court against
the local British oflicers to prevent
the further exportation of mules from
this port to South Africa, has sent
a communication direct to the presl-
dent of the United States asking for
rellef which the courts refused, In
the recent deecision Judge Parlang
pointed out that General Pearson had
this right, saying that the matter, be-
ing a political one, should be taken
before the executive department of
the government, Instead of before the
Judicial.

Incremsed Acreage of Corn,

| age of corn,
| ation

a fragment of wreckage, the harbor

ripples were unflecked by anything
stouter than their own flowery foam.
We English, seeing that our work
was already done, swam ashore direct-
ly the shot was fired and now stood in
admiring wonder opposite the mouth
of the great rock cannon which had
worked this awful havee. The alr still
bore the choking taint of powder
smoke, and the goarled, nude figure of
the old man crouching there, still hold-
ing his llghted mateh In an ecstasy of
demoniac joy, beside the touchhole of

Omaha, April 19.—Reports recelved
by the secretary of the Nebraska
Grain Dealers’ associntion yesterday
indicate that the seeding of oats in
the state s about two weeks late
and that, ns a result there will be
a decreased acreage of that graln with
A corresponding inerease in the acre-
The winter whent situ-
continues  to gratify farmers
and dealers, as there never has been
as good prospects at this time of the
year as at present.  The farmers who
have been holding wheat show no
disposition to let go and there is little
corn for sale.

Chrisman Loses His Place,

Emporia, Kan., April 19.—Dr, Oscar
Chrisman, the founder of the science
of child study, who over a year ago
crented o great sensation before the
Natlonal Mothers® congress by the
assertion in a leeture that wonmen alone
were capable of love and men, were in-

his Infernal machine seemed rather | capable, has lost his chair In the Kan-

that of a flend than of one born of |

mortal mother,

“Ah, ha, ha!” he crled, “S8ee what
the old man can do when you heavy
dolts leave him for a time in peace.
See how he repays In part the wrongs
that Spanish torments have worked
upon his body. Oh, ho, ho! 'Tls meat
and drink to me to have a day like this.
Aye, gape at the engine—a sweet, rus-
tic engine, my masters, Is it not? You
may find Its fellow in the parrow strait

of Dardanelles, which the grand Turk |
holds, that neither Venetian galleass |

nor Genoese galley

the Euxine,

“What, my noble captaln, you look
black at me? Come, let no sour faces
greet the old man on his triumph day.
It was powder you lusted after, was it?
And my brawny Jack here had an eye
to the other pickings. Yes, and you,
too, my hook handed boatswaln, when
I saw your smooth poll and pufling
mouth bobbing over the wavelets like
some old dog seal's there was greed
for galn In that solltary eye of yours,

shining out as clearly as though you  the persons

carrled a placard on your neck with

may follow the  j,
booty laden corsalr to his pagan lair In |

sas State Normal school. His rela-
tions with the president and faculty
have been strained ever sinee his nota-
ble lecture, and it Is thought Influ-
ences were hrought to bear on the re-
gents agalnst him.

Continental Buys More Cronmerlea,

| Topeka, Kan., April 19.—The Conti-

nental Creamery company of Topeka
has purchased nine additional eream-
erles in Kansas. This makes a total
list of 103 creameries owned and op-
erated by the Continental company.
Nine of these are in Oklahoma, three
Colorado, two in Nebraska and
the remainder In Kansas, The com-
pany’'s output at present s about 20,-
000 pounds of butter a day.

Launch Farty to Fight Tammany,

New York, April 19.—A mass meet-
ing was held In Carnegie hall last
night to form a new political party,
to be called the Greater New York
Democracy. The new party Is formed
to fight Tammany Hall. John C.
Sheehan, E. Ellery Anderson, Peter B.
:01noy and Joseph Daly were among
who signed the ecall.
Former SBurrogate R. 5, Ransom pre-

the words written in black and white, | sided.

Not a eruzado, not a noggin of powder,
scarcely a rope yarn ls there left for
you to selze. But for me—I had rather
bave done this day's work than be at
this present moment holding the em-
peror of the Indies to ransom, Ob, ho,
ho! There's no ointment like Bpanish
blood. The throbbing paln In the old
wan's joints will be easler tonight.”

(To be continus) next Friday.)

Incapensively Managed,

“Your capital is not large.”

“But quite sufliclent, You see, our
business s pecullar in that it does not
necessitate any evaslon of the laws."—
Detroit Journal,

Kansas State Tourvawent Closes,
Leavenworth, Kan.,, April 19.—The
| Kansas State Sportamen’s assoclation
closed Its annual tournament vester-
day. Fred Rogers of Hiawatha won
the state trophy, hitting 80 birds
straight. Dick Linderman of Lincoln,
Neb,, won the state bhonors for the
three days, with Rodgers second and
| Koobler third,

Transport Hosecrans In Port.

San Franeisco, April 10.—The trans-
port Rosecrans has arrived from Ma-
nila with a portion of the Thirty-fifth
regiment. It will be held at guaran-
tine for inspection

HITS SOLICITOR GENERAL.

Judge Wilson Files Motion to Expunge
His Brief In Carter Case,

Washington, April 19.—In the United
Blates supreme court yesterday Judge
J. M. Wilson, representing  Captain
Oberlin M. Carter, tlled a motion for
the court to strike from Its files the
brief of Solicitor General Richards in
that case as “scandalous andy irreley-
unt.”  This motion 18 based upon the
pssertion that the solicitor general
goes outside of the record in his brief.

In the course of his statement in
gupport of the motlon Judge Wilson
snid that “the only question is whether
the conrt-murtinl that tried Coptain
Carter on certain charges and specl-
fications had  jurisdiction to lmpose
the pennlty of imprisonment, to which
he is now being subjected in the peal-
tenitiary nt Leavenworth, Kan. The
sollcitor general, In hig brief In oppo:
sition, lhas thken occasion to make
some very bromd assertions in regard
to the guilt of Captain  Carter not
based upon any matter appearing in
the record, but apparently based upon
matters appearing in some other pro-
ceeding in New York before a ¢ommnlig-
sloner to which proceeding Carter
was in no way a party, and also upon
his own allegations, that the govern-
ment had discovered evidence whieh
would demonstrate that Carter and
others had defrauded the government
of $2,160,150."

TO FIGHT PACKERS.

Lowa Butter and Egg Dealora Assert Their
Rights Are Belng Assalled by
Packing Houses,

Des Moines, April 19.—A speclal
meeting of the lowa Wholesale Butter
and Lgg Dealers' association F i
Lield in this city yesterday for the pur-
pose of tuking up the question of the
Invasion of what they consider their
exclusive tield by certain large pack-
ing firms, notably Swift's and Ar-
mour's. The assoclation represents (n
itself 35 firms aund individuals en-
gaged in the butter and egg business ln
lowa, It malntained an assoclation
for self-preservation for a number of
years and has sueceeded in holding the
field for ftself against all outsiders.
The last year both Avmour aund Swift
opened houses in the cities of the
state to handle butter and eggs and are
taking n good share of the business.

The Towa dealers in butter and eggs
have determined upon warfare
against the packing firms and met In
secret session to agree upon plans and
methods. They have also induced the
representatives  of most fast freight
lines running Into the east to join
with them, and a number of the own-
ers of large storage houses In eastern
citles are Interested and will give sup-
port to the dealers in any movement
they may make to retaliate upon the
packers.

Lead Penclin of 0ld.

Ancient writers mention the use ¢”
lead and graphite for ruling papyrus,
and pencils fashioned rather crudely in
the manner of those now used wers
made In the sixteenth century, the
graphite coming from the Borrowdals
mine at Cumberland, England.—Chica-
go Chronicle,

LATEST NEWS OF TRADE.

Chicago Grain and Provisions,

Chleago, April 18, —Tolay’'s graln trada
was lorgely loeal and priee  tHuctuations
were not large,  DBesides export support,
whenat derived lhelp from the wenther, but
this lntter factor was a beprlsh item when
applied to corn nnl outs. May wheat closed
Lae higher, May corn YL@%e lower and
May oats Ye down. Provislons eclosed un-
changed to He depressed.  Closing prices:

Wheat—April, 70%c; May, T1@T1%e; July
TINGT 1 e,

Corn—Aprll, 43%c: May, 43%@4dc; July,
43%¢,

Outs—April, 25%ce: May, 20%e; July, 250,

Pork—Aprll, $14.10; May, $14.10; July,

May,

$14.2714,

Lard—Aprll, $8.124; $8.05; July,
$7.07%: Sept., $7.956:7.07%.

Rihe—April, £8.10; May, $8.10; July, $7.90;
Bept,, $T.B2LG07.85,

Cash qnotatlons—No. 2 red wheat, 720
T8c¢: No. 3 red wheat, T0@72¢; No. 3 spring
wheat, 88gT2c; No. 2 hard wheat, 71@
Ti#%e: No. 3 hard wheat, 7062T1c; No. 2
corn, 4407 No. 8 corn, 43%0; No. 2 onts, 276
27%ec1 No. 2 white onts, 204q30%e; No. 3
white oats, 28U 2000,

Chirago Live Stock.

Chlcago, April 18.—Cattle—Recelpts, 8,
N00; choleoe steers firm, others abont steady;
butchers’ stock steady; good to prime
steers, $5.006G0.00; poor to medlum, $3.53
@4.00; stockers and feeders, $2.70004.85:
cows, $2.00614.00; helfers, $5.00424.85; ean-
ners, $2O00A2,85; bulls, $2.7564.30; ecalves,
£4.0005.00; Texas fod steers, $4.25606.95:
Texas grogs steers, $3.006@4.00; Texas bulls,
$2.75@3.85, Hogs—Recelpts, today, 20,000;
tomorrow, 15.000; estimated; left over, 2,
H00; heavy  steady, lght  slow; eclosing
Etronger: top, $3.10; mixed and butchers,
EL.TOAG.00; good to cholee heavy, $5.900
G.10: rough heavy, $5.7545.80: light, 85,70
@5.05: bulk of sales, $5.00G0.00. Sheep—
Recelpts, 7.000; sheep and lambs, steady:
good to eholre wethers, $4.706G5.00; falr to
cholee mixed, $4.40614.70: western sheep,
$4.0565.00; vearlings, S4.70G4.90: natles
Ln:r;‘l)lm. §$L6MG5.30; western lambs, $4.90@

Kansas City Live Stock.

Kansas City, April 18, —Cattle—Recelpts,
4,000 natives, GO0 Texans, B0 calves: l::u-
tive and Texas steers steady to 10c high-
er; cows and helfers, stockers and feeders
steady; natlve beef steers, $4.75605.60, most-
Iy £5.0065.40; stockers and feedern, $4.25
@5.25; western fed steers.  §$4.50@05.424;
Texans and Indlans, $4.20456.00; cows, $3.25
M4.45; helfers, $4.0064.05: canners, $2.23
1 bhulls, $34MLG6D: stock bulls, $5.00
@6.00: enlves, §5.004i0.25, Hogs—Recelpts,
11,300 2U@S¢ lower: top, $6.05: bulk of
enles, $5.85G0.00; heavy, $3.0566.00: mixed
packers, SSRVAED.O5:  lght, §5.50600.87\:
plgs, $4.406i0.45, sheep—Recelpts, 8,800;
sheep steady: lambs B0 lower: western
Inmbs, $4.00615.00; western wethers, $4.00
14 .85%: western yenrlings, £4 AE4.00; ewes
$4.20G4.50; culls, $3.00614.00; spring lambs,
$5.50a17.00,

Bouth Omaha Live Stock,
Bouth Omaha, April 18.—Cattle—Recelpts,
2,800; steady to easler; natlve Leef steers,
$4.20G0.60;  western  steers, $4.00GH.TH;
Texus steers, $3.200i4.25; cows and helf-
ers, 83.30@4.50; canners, $1.70613.25; stock
ers nnd feeders, $3.2504.70: calves, $3.00
@7.00; bulls, stags, ete., $2.76614.25, Hogs
—Recelpts, 0.500; 66110c lower; heavy, $5.55
@O.00; mixed, $5.82LLG0N5; light, $8.7560
0.624; plgs, $5.004006.76; bulk of sules, $5.82%
@0.80,  Sheep — Recelpts, 14,000; slow,
steady; yearlings, $4.60004.00; wethers, $4.25
@A.05; ewes, $5.7064.45; common and stock
sheop, $4.70@0.00; lumbe, §425g0.10.
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