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¥ PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S MESSAGE TO CONGRESS §

To the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives: We still continne in a period
of unbounded prospca y. This prosperity
is not the creature of law, but undoubt-
edly the luws under which we work have
been instromental in creating the condi-
tions whieli mude it possible, and by un-
wise legislation it would be easy enough
te destroy it. There will undoubtedly be
periods of depression, The wave wili re-
cede: but the tide will advanece,

As a people we have played 2
part in the world, and we are bent upon
waking ovur futiire even Iv,;'-';o-:‘ 1‘.l.ll_| the
past, In partienlar, the events u‘.lls--
List four definitely decided
that, for woe or for wenl, our place must
nations.,  We do not
18, 'There

large

vears have

among the
the strigele belore t

ey et
shirink fron .
are many problems for us to face at the
antset of the twenticth century—-=rave
]r,"lr]l!l'[]]‘-; ahroml and still ;:['H\'i'f' i
bt we know that we ean coive then .'-'!l"
solve them well, provided only '[:."T. We
ties of head

t hhomee;

bring to the solution the guali
and hesrt whielh were shown by the men
who, in the davs of Washington, found-

«i]l this govermment, aud. in the days of

Lincoln, preserved it ’

No country Lhas ever ogeeupied a hizher
U'.:'I!l‘]'!.ll well-being  than .
moment. This well-being
on or accidental eauses,

plane  of
ul the present
is due to no =ndd .
but to the play of the ecconomic foreas
in this country for over a century: to onr
Inws, our mt..."];_-is;‘.,j and continuous iml;-
above all. to the high individual av-
of our citizenship. Of course, when
the growth

Cles:
eriage
the conditions have favored
of so mueh that was good, they have a
favored somewhat the growth of what
1t is eminently necessuary that

I=0

wins evil.

we shonld endeavor to cut out this evil, |

but let ns keep a due sense of proportion;
let usx not in fixing our gaze illmli"‘hv
Josser evil forget the greater good. The
evils are real and some of them are “uen
acing. but they are the outgrowth, not of
misery or decadence, but of prospesniy—-
of the prozress of our gizantic industrial
This industrial develop

development. .
||',]1 ‘L'.!Il' 1;_\

ment must not be checked, .
side with it should go such progressiv
reenlation as will diminish the evils. We
should fail in our duty if we did not try
to remedy the evils, but we shall sueeeed
only if we procecd patiently, with prac-
tienl common sense as well as resolution,
separating the wvoodl from the bad :Em]
Lolding on the former while endeavoring
to =et rid of the latter,

DEALING WITH TRUSTS,
Corporntions Shouid Be Managed Un-
der Pubiic Kegulation,

In my essage Lo the present Congress
at s I discussed at length
the question of the regulation of .”!'-.-%1'
big corporations commonly duing an inier-
state business, often with some tendeney
to monopoly, whiel are popularly knowan
as trusts. The experience of the pust
vear has emphasized, in my opinion, the
:_l.-;-.'.u'_-jl-liily of the steps 1 then ]pl‘np_:m‘:l,
A fundamental requisite of social efli-
cieney is a high standard of individaal
.-;1-~r;_:\' and excellenee: buat this is in no
wise inconsistent with power to act in
combination for aims which cannot so
well be achieved by the individual acting
alone. A fundawental base of civiliza-
tion is the inviolability of property; but
this is in no wise inconsistent with the
rizlit of society to regulate the exercise of
the artificial powers which it confers up-
on the owners of property, under the
nante of corporaie franchises, in such a
wiy as to prevent the misuse of these
PPOWErs. Corpurations, and especially
combinations of corporations, should be
managed under pubiie regulation, Expe-
rienee has shown that under our system
of covernment the uecessary supervision
cannot be obtained by State action. It
must therefore be achieved by national
action. Our aim is not to do away with
corporations; on the contrary, these Lig
gaggregations are an inevitable develop-
ment of moaern industrialism, and the
effort to destroy them would be futile un-
less accomplished in ways that would
work the utmost wmischief to the entire
hody politic. We are not hostile to them;
we are merely determined that they shall
be so handled as to subserve the publie
good. Publicity can do no harm to the
Lionest corporation; and we need not be
vvertender about sparing the dishonest
corporation.

In curbing and regulating the combi-
nations of eapital which are or may be-
come injurious to the public we must be
careful not to stop the great enterprises
which have legitimately reduced the cost
of produection, not to abandon the place
which our country has won in the leader-
ship of the international industrial world,
pot to strike down wealth with the result

lirsyt sc¢esiol

JEN #’l closing factories and mines, of turning

the wage worker idle in the streets ond
leaving the farmer without a nuirket for
whiat he grows. Insistence upon ths im-
possible means delay in achieving the
possible, exactly us. on the other nand,
the stubborn alike of what is
good and what is bad in the existing sys-
tem, the resolute effort to obstruct any
artempt at betterment, betrays blindness
tuo the
is the sure safegnard azainst revoelution.
Interstate Commerce.

No more lmpurtialilt sabject can come
before the Congress than this of the regu-
lation of interstute basiness.  This coun-
try cannot affurd to =it supine on the plea
Litat under our peculiar system of govern-
ment we are helpoass m the presence of
the new conditions, and unable to grap-

\l!'! vlise

ple with them or to cut out wiatever of |

evil hias arisen in connection with them.
The power of the
jaterstate comerce is an absolute
ungualified grant, and  without
tions other than those prescribed by the
cunstitution.

1 believe that
ceriminations, which
competition, fraud
tion, and other evils 1 (rust organiza-

tions and ]-r;u'li--vs whieh i:l_i‘.ll"i“l!ri‘!.\‘ uf-
]

Congress to rezulate

and

prevent or

nent

cripple

feet interstate trade ean be prevented un- |

der the power of the Congress to “resu-
late commerce with foreizn nations and
among the several Siates” throuesh regu
lations and requireinents operatinz  di-
rectly upon asmieree, the instea-
pentalities thereof, and  those e reed
herein.

[ earnestly recommend this salijeet to
the consideration of thie Congress with a

view to the passaze of a law re;

in its provisions and effective in its

suchn ¢

isutsihle
erations, upon which the guestions ean b
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complish the purpuses above set forth by
such a law, then, assurediy, we should
not shrink from amending the constitu-
tion g0 as to secure beyond peradven-
ture the power sought.

To Enforce Anti-Trust Law,

The Congress has not beretoiore made
any approprintion for the better enfore:-
mwent of the anti-trust law as 1@ now
stands.  Very much has been done by the
departnent of justice in securing the en-
forcement of this law, but wuech wore
could be done if Congress would make a
special appropriation for this purpose, to
be expended under the direction of the
Attornes Ceneral. 3

One proposition advoeated has been the
reduction of the tariff as o means of
reaching the eviis of the trusts which
full within the category 1 have desceribed.
Not merely wou!ld this be wholly inefliee-
tive, but the diversion of our efforts in
stieh a direetion wonld mean the abandon-
ment  of all intelligent attempt to do
away with these evils. Many of the
largest corporations, many vr those which
[ should certainly be ineluded in any pro-
[ per scheme of regulatien, would not be
| affected in the =xlightest degree by a
chiange in the tariff, save as such change
interfered with the general prosperity of
the country. The question of regulation
of the trusts stands apart from the ques-
Iliuu of tariff revision.

CONCERNING THE TARIFF.

Fitful and Kadical Changes Declared
Undesirable.

Stability of econowice policy must al-
ways be the prime economic need of this
country. This stability should not be fos-
[silization. The country has acquieseed in
[ the wisdom of the protective tariff prin-
ciple. It is exceedingly undesirable that
this system should be destroyed or that
there should be violent and radical
changes therein.  Our past experience
[ shows that great prosperity in this coun-
[try hns always come under a protective
tariff’; and that the country eannot pros-
| per under fitfal tariff changes. at short
|intervals.  Moreover, if the tariff laws
‘:1-: a whole work well, and if busin-ss
| has prospered under them and is pros-
| pering, it is better to endure for a time
‘»\Ii:ht inconveniences and inequalities in
| some schedules than to upset busiuess by
too quick and too radical changes, It is
| most earnestly to be wished that we
| could treat the tariffi from the standpoint
solely of our business needs. Ungquestion-
ably these business interests will best be
served if together with fixity of principle
as regards the tariff we combine a sys-
temn which will permit us from time to
time to make the necessary reappliention
(of the prineiple to the shifting national
needs.  We must take scerupulous care
(that the reapplieation shall be made in
;M:n-h a way thar it will not amouunt to a
| disleention of our system, the mere thraat
of which (not to speak of the performn-
anee) would produce  paralysis in ihe
business energies of the community. The
first  consideration in  making these
changes would, of course, be to preserve
the principle which underlies our whole
tariff system—that is, the principle of
putting American business interests at
least on a full equality ‘with interests
abroad, and of always allowing a suffi-
cient rate of duty to more than cover
the difference between the labor cost here
and abroad. The well-being of the wage
worker, like the well-being of the tiller of
the soil, should be treated as an essential
in shaping our whole economie policy.
There must never be any change which
will jeopardize the standard of comfort,
the standard of wages of the American
wiage worker.

One way in which the readjustment
souzht can be reached is by reciprocity
treaties. It is greatly to be desired that
snuch treaties may be adopted. If it prove
impossible to ratify the pending treaties,
and if there seem to be no warrant for
the endeavor to execnte others, or to

can be ratified, then the same cond—to
secure reciprocity—should be met hy di-
rect legislation.

Advocates a Tariff Commissicn.

Wherever the tariff conditions are such
that a needed change cannot with advan-
tage be made by the application »f the
reciprocity idea, then it can be made cut-
right by a lowering of duties on a ziven
product. If possible, such change should
be made only after the fullest considera-
tion by practicai experts, who should
approach the subject from a business
standpoint, baving in view both the par-
ticular interests affected and the commer-
cial well-being of the people as a whole.
The machinery for providing such careful
investigation can readily be supplied. The
executive department has already ut its
disposal methods of collecting facts and
ficures; and if the Congress desires addi-
tionnl consideration to that which will be
riven the subject by its own committees,
then a commission of business experts
¢an be appointed whose duty it should be
to recommend action by the Congress af-
ter a deliberate and scientifie examina-
tion of the various schedules as they are
affected by the changed and changing
conditions,

The cases in which the tariff ean pro-
duce a monopoly are so few as to gousti-
tute an inconsiderable factor in the ques-
I'tion; but of course if in any case it be
found that a given rate of duty does pro-
mote a monopoly which works ill, no pro-
tectionist would object to snch reduction
of the duty as would equalize competi-
tion.

Would Remove Tariff an Coal,

In my judgzment, the tariff on anthra-
cite conl should be removed, and anthra-
cite put actually, where it now is nomi-
nally, on the free list. This wounld have
no effect at all save in erises; but in crises
it micht be of service to the people.

Banking and Carrency.

Banks are the natural servants of com-
merce, and upon them should be placed,
us {ar as practicable, the burden of fur-
nishing and maintaining a  eirculation
adequate to supply the needs of our di-
versified industries and of our domestic
and foreign commerce; and the issue of
this should be so reguiated that a sufli-
cient supply should be always available
for the business interests of the country.

It would be both unwise and unneces-
this time to attempt to recon-
struet onr financial system, which has
been the growth of a eentury; but some

Cadditional legislation is, I think, desira-

Wle. It is suggested that all future legis- |
Intion on the subjeet should be with thei
view of encouraging the use of such in- |
sirumentalities as will automatically snp- ‘

amend the pending treaties so that lhe,\‘l
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PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

THE PRESIDENT’S PRINCIPAL RECOMMENDATIONS.
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RESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S message to Congress is less voluminous
than those of many of his predecessors, containing in full only about

12,000 words.
mistie document.

It may be called
The President

a concise and on the whole an opti-
congratulates the country on the pre-

vailing prosperity, and be assures us that while the prosperous wave
will recede and at times there will again come periods of depression, the

tide will continue to advance.

No country, he says, has ever occupied a

Lhigher plane of material well-being than ours at the present motent, and

he predicts that the American people
sion.

will permit of mo national retrogres-

The President in dealing with the trust question holds that corporations,
and especially combinations of corporations, should be managed under public

regilation.

Capital, he says, has the right to combine for its own protection

and for development along industrial lines, and that labor has equal rights.
But that when eapital has combined to such an extent as to stifle competi-
tion the law-making power should remedy such a conditien, and if labor in
combining interferes with the rights of others or with the welfare of the
general pnblie such combination must likewise be regulated by law. He
urges that any defects in the existing law should be eradieated and the
power given the Department of Justice to accomplish the real reforms the
lawmakers intended when legislation regulating the trusts was enacted.
The President lays some stress on the need of conservative tariff legisla-

tion. which, while not attacking the foundation upon which the

lepublican

policy of tariff for protection is built, will remodel it to meet new conditions
and remove any evils that the prolonged imposition of present tariffs may

have ecaused.

The foreign relations of this country are reviewed in a very brief and

formal manner.
is vitally interested.

No international question is pending in which this country
There is not a c¢loud on the horizon, the President says,

but be advocates provision for a thoroughly eflficient navy to insure a con-

tinuance of this state of affairs.

On Cuban reciprocity the President stands precisely where his predecessor

stood on this question.

He favors and urges the largest possible measure-

ment of trade reciprocity and pays particular attention to the implied pledges
of this government to see to it that Cuba was put upon her feet in a business

as well as a political way, and not

until that has been done through a

measure of reciprocity will the duty of this government toward Cuba have

been done.

The unusually large immigration to this country during the last fiscal year
and the great proportion of undesirable immigrants that have sought and, in
some cases, secured entrance to this country impels the President to recom-
mend corrective legislation along the lines laid down by the present ad-

ministration of the immigration office.

The strengthening of the civil service receives the approval of the Presi-
dent, and the recent signing of the contract with the Pacific Cable Company
is referred to as another step toward the advancement of the interests of

this country in the Pacific Ocean and the far East.
The President refers to Congress having already wisely provided that we

shall at once build an isthmian canal. if possible at Panama.

He reports

that a good title can be acquired from the French Panama Canal Company,
and tells that the negotiations with Colombia are still pending.

ply every legitimate demand of produc-
tive industries and of commerce, not only
in the amount, but in the character of
circulation: and of making all kinds of
money interchangeable, and, at the will
of the holder, convertible into the estab-
lished gold standard.

CAPITAL AND LABOR,

Interest of Each Must Harmonize with
Interest of the Public,

How to secure fair treatment allke for
labor and for capital, how to hold in check
the unserupulous man, whether employer or
employe, without weakening Individual
Initiative, withont hampering and cramp-
ing the industrial development of the coun-
try, is a problem fraught with great diffi-
culties and one which it Is of the hilghest
importance to solve on lines of sunity and
far-sighted common sense as well as of
devotion to the right. This Is an era of
federation and combination. Exuaetly as
business men find they must ofien work
through corporations, and as it is a con-
stant tendency of these curporations to
grow larger, so It is often necessary for
laboring men to work In federations, and
these have become important factors of
modern industrial life,

Both kinds ef federation, capitalistie and
labor, ean Jdo muech good. and as a neces-
sary corollary they can both do evil. Op-
position to each Kind of arganization <shou'd
take the form of oppositlon to whatever Is
bad in the conduct of any given corpora- |
tion or unlon—not of attacks upon eorpora-
tions a8 such nor upon unlons as such, for
some of the most far-reaching bepeficent
work for our people has been accomplished
through both corporations and nnlons. Each
must refraln from arbitrary or t¥rannous
interference with the rights of others. Or-
ganized eapital and organized labor alike
gshould remember that In the long ran the |
Interest of each must be brought into har-
mony with the interest of the general pub-
lle: and the conduet of each must conform
to the fundamental rules of obedlenee to
the law, of Individnal freedom. and of jus-
tlee and fair dealing toward all. Each
should remember that in addition to power
it must <=trive afier the realization of
healthy, lofty, and generous ideals,

CUBAN RECIPROCITY.

Treaty with the Island Renublic Soon
to Be Sunbmitted.

1 hope soon to submlt to the Senate a
reciprocity treaty with Cuba. On May 20
last the United States kept its promise 1o
the Island by formally vacating Cuban soll
and turning Cuba over to ihose whow her

own people had rchosen as the first otficiuls
of the new republic.

Cuba lies at our eoors, and whatever af-
fects her for good or for 11l affects us also. i
So much have our people felt this that in |
the Platt amendment we definitely took'

the ground that Cuba must hereafter have
closer polltical relations with us than with
any other power. Thus in a sense Cuba
has become a part of our Iinternational po-
litical system. This makes It necessary
that in return she should be given some of
the benefits of becoming part of our eco-
nomic system. It Is, from our own stand-

l

| example of all

i
!

| Phllippine Islands,

lnt roduesd, Nt
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The canal wlll be of great benefit to
Amerlea, and of Importance to ull the
world. It will be of advantage to us io
dustrially and also as Improving our mill-
tary poslitlon, It will be of advantage to
the countries of tropleal Amerlea. It Is
earnestly to be hoped that all of these
countries will do as some of them have al
ready done with slgoal success, and will
invite to thelr shores commerce by recog
nizing that stability and order are the pre
requisites of suceessful development.

A Pacific Cable.

During the fall of 1901 a communication
was addressed to the Secertury of
gsking whether permlssion wonld be grant
ed by the President to a corporation 1o lay
A cable from a point on the Californin coast
to the Phillppine Isinds by way of Hawail
A statement of conditions or terms apon
which such corporatfon wonld undertake
to lay and operate n eable wis volunteersd
The Congress adjourned without taking any
action, leaving the matter in exactly the
sume condition In which it stood when the

State,

| Congress convened,

Meanwhile the Commereial Pacltie Cahle
Compuny had proceeded with preparntions
for laving its cable. It also made appllea
tion to the President for aceess to and nse
of soundings taken by the United Stales
steamer Nero, for the purpose of discover
Ing a practicable route for a trans Paclitie
cabhle, Pending consideration of this sub
jeetr, It appeared important and desirable to
attaech eertain conditions to the permission
to examine and use the soupdings, if it
ghonld be granted  These conditlons pre.
seribed, among other things, a maximam
riate for commercial messages and that the
company shonld construoet a line from the
Philippine Islands to China, there being
at present, as is well known, a British line
from Manila 1o Hong Kong.

The representatives of the eable company
have., however, at length acceded to Giese
conditfons, and an alllAmericao Hne he-
tween our Paclfic coast and the Chinese
empire by way of Honolulu and rhe Philip
pine Islands is thus provided for and Is
expected within a few months to be ready
for business.

Porto Rico Is Prospernus,

Of Porto Rico it 1s only necessary to say
that the prosperity of the island and the
wisdom with which it has been
have bheen suel as to make It serve as un
that is best in Insular ad-
ministration.

PEACE IN THE PHILIPPINES,

Rights of Liberty and Government
Reach Limit of Advisability.,

On July 4 last, on the 126k anniversary
of the Declaration of Independence, peuace
and amnesty  were promualzated 1o the
Some trouble has sinee
from time to time threatened with the
Molammedan Moros, but with the late in
surrcetionary Filipinos the war bas entirely
Civil government has now
only does each Filiplno

gl

| enjuoy such rlghts to life. liberty. apd the

{ vmder

pursuit of happiness as be has never before
known during the recorded history of the
islands, but the people taken as a whole
now enjoy a measure of self-goverument
greater than that granted to any other
Oriental by any foreign power anpd greater
than that enjoyed by sny other Orientals
their own governments, save lhe
Japanese alone. We have not gone too fur
in granting these rights of liberty and self-
government: but we have certalnly gone to
the Hmit that in the interests of the I'hilip-
pine people themselves it wuas wise or just
to go. To hurry matters, to go faster than

[ we are now going, wonld entail calumity on

' ficiencey.

! them to do their duty

point, a short-sighted and mischievous poll- |

¢y to fall to recognize this need.

We should always fearlessly Insist upon
our rights in the face of the strong, and
we should with ungrudging band do our
generous duty by the weak. I urge the
adoption of reciprocity with Cuba not only

because It Is emlnenily for our own Inter- '

ests to control the Cuban market and by
every means to foster our supremscey in
the tropleal lands and waters south of us
but also because we, of the giant rvpubllt':

of the north, should make all our sister pa- |
tions of the American continent feel that !

whenever they will permit it we desire to
show ourselves disinterestedly and effect-
Ively their friend.

A conventlon with Great Britain %as been
concluded, which will be at once lald be-
fore the Senaie for ratification, providing
for reciprocal trade arrangements between
the Unlted States and Newfoundland on
substantially the lines of the conventlon
formerly negotiated by the Secretary of
State. Mr. Blaine. T helieve reciprocal trade
relations will be greatly to the advantage
of both countries.

Tie Hague Tribunal,

Wherever possible, arbitration
similar method should be employed In ljeu
of war to setile difficulties between civil-
ized nations, although as yet the world has
vot progressed sufficiently to render it pos-
sible, or wpecessarily desirable, to invoke
arbitration in every The
of the interpational tribunal which sits at
The Hague is an event of good omen from
which great consequences for the welfare
of all mwankind wmay flow,

*il=e,

It is a matter of sincere rongratwlation to .

our country thar the United States and
Mexico should have been the first to use
the good offices of The Hague court. This
was done last summer with most satisfae-
tory results in the cas<e of a claim at Issye
between us and our slster republie.

THE ISTHMIAN CANAL,

Will Be the Greatest 'neineering Feat
Yet Accomplishel,

The Congress has wisely provided that we
shall build at ouce an
possible at Panuma. The Attorney General
reporis that we can undoubtedly
goud title from tlie French Panaina Canal
Company.  Negotiaiions are now pendiug
with Colombia to secure her assent 1o onr
building the capul. “This canal will be one
of the greatest engineering feats of the
iwenlieth century: a greater epgineering
feat than has yet been accomplishied idur-
ing the history of mankind The wark
shonld be carried out as a continuing policy
without regard to change of adminlstration:
and It should be begun uunder elreum-
stances which will make it a matter of
pride for all adwministrativns to contlpoe
the policy.

acqgnire |

| be merely giving a bostage to any
or some |

formation |

the people of the Islunds, No polley ever
entered Into by the American people has
vindieated itself in more signal manpoer
than the policy of holding the Philippines.
The triomph of our arms, above all the
trinumph of our laws and the principles, has
come sooner than we had any right to ex-
peet. Too much pralse eannot be given to
the army for wha* It has done in the Philip-
pines both in warfars and frfom an ad-
wministrative standpoint In preparing the
way for clvil government: and similar eredit
helongs to the eivil authorities for the way
in which they have planted the seeds of
self-government ig the ground thus made
ready for them. The cournge, the unflinch-
ing endurance, the high soldlerly efficlency,
and the general klnd-heartedness and hn-
manity of our troops have been strikingly
manlfested. There now remain only sone
15.000 troops In the islands,  All told, over
100,000 have heen sen' there,
Constructivest ‘esmanship.

Taking the work of the army and the
civil nuthorlties together, it may be ques-
tioned whether anpywhere else in modern
times the world has scen a better exampie
of real constructive statesmanship than our
people have given in the Philippine Islands.
High pralse should also be given those
Filipinus, in the aggregate very numerous,
who have accepted the new conditions and
jolned with our representatives to work
with hearty good will for the welfare of
the islands,

The army has been reduced to the minl-
mum allowed by law. It Is very small for
the size of the nation, and most certaioly
should be kept at the highest polnt of ef-
The seninr officers are glven scant
chnnce under ordinary conditions to exer-
clse ecommands commensurate with their
rank, under circumstances which would fit
in time of actual
war. A system of maneuvering our army
in bodies of some little size has been be-
gun and should be steadlly continued.

The measures providing for the reor-
ganization of the militia system and for
securing the highest efficlency In the na-
tional guard, which has alreadv passed the
House, should receive prompt attention and
action.

Naval Maneuvers and The r Object.

For the first time In our history naval
mianeuvers on a large scale are belng beld
under the immediate command of the ad-
miral of the navy. Constantly increasing
attention is Lelng paid to the gunnpery of
the navy, but It Is yvet far from what [t
should be. [ earpestly urge that the f{no-
crease asked for by the Secretary of the
Navy in the appropriation for improviog
the marksmanship be granted.

There shouild be no halt in the work of
bullding up the navy, providing every year
additlonal fighting eraft. We are a very
rich country. vast in extent of territory
and great In population; a country. more-
over, which Las an army diminutive Indeed
when compared with that of any other first-
¢luss power. We have delibergtely ouide our
own certain foreign policles /'which demand
the possession of a first-cluss pavy. The
Istbmian Canal will greatly Increase the ef-
ficlency of our navy If the navy !s of suf-
ficient size: but if we have an Inadequate
navy. then the building of the cuanal wonld
power
of superior strength. The Monroe Doctrine
should be treated as the ecardinal feature
of Awerican foreign policy: but it would bhe
worse than idle to assert It unless we in-

tended to back it t i » backed | .
o back it up. and It can be backed | necessity.

| guy of the depariments unless it

up only by a thorooghly good navy.

POSTAL REVENUES INCREAESE,

Business Activity the Cause—Progress
of Free Rural Mai Delivery.

The striking increase in the revenues of |

the postoffice departwent shows ¢learly the
prosperity of our people and the lucreasing
uetivity of 1he business of the couniry.
The receipts of the postoflice department
for the fiscal year ending June 30 last

| umonuted to $I121,848,047.26, an jucreuse of

$10.216.505.87 wver the preceding vear. the

largest increase kpnown in the history of the |

postal service. The magultude of this in
crease will best appear from the fact that

| the entire postal receipts for the yeur 1560 |
amounted to but $85,518,067. ‘
isthminn eanpal, if |

Rura: free delivery service i3 no longer
in the experimental stage: it hus becowme g
fixed policy. |The resuits following Its in-
troduction bave fully justified the Coungress
in the large appropriatwons made fur is
estaliishu.ent and extension. The averuge
yYearly Increase In pusioilive receipts In tue
rurai districts of the country is abour 2
per cent We are now abie, by actual re
sults, to show that where rural free deliver
suits. to sbow that where rural free deliv-
ery service has been established to such an

| extent as to enpuble us to make cowpari- |

sons the veurly
of 10 per cent.
On Nov. 1. 1902, 11,650 rural

increase has been upwaurd

free dellr-

ery routes bad been established and warel

governed |

heen |

| fect

| tions and changes, s oow
| 1o whut

| Ton. In making ihe

covering abhont enethird of
the territory of the 'nlted States avnilabie
for rural free deiivery serviee. There are
pow awalting the action of the depariment
petitions wnd applications for the establinh-
ment of 107485 additienal rouates This
shows conciusivels the want which the e
tablishinent of the service has met and
the nesd of further exte z It as rapidly
As possibile It is Justifte hoth by the
finapein! resuirs and by the practieal bene
fits to our rural population; It brings the
frrem w i I ] | the soll Into close rela-
tlons with worid . It
keeps the far - u dally twurh with the
murket educathenal

y T enlizm T e of farm prop-
! f iensanuter nnd

b to check

vountry le

in operation,

hitislliess

hoped that the Congress will
eral appropriations for the con-
e of the service already entablished

and for Its further extension

Irrigation of Aritl Western Lands,

Few subjects of more lmportanee bhave
been tahen up by the Congress in recest
yeurs thuan the lnaunguriation of the system
of natiopally aided irelgation for the arid
regions of the tar Wesg A ol heginning
thierein wet wade. Now that this pol-
fey of nationa

ircigntion has been ndeopied,
the need of thorough and seleutific forest
protection will grow more rapidiy than ever
throughout the puldicland States

o fur as they gre avallable for agricw!-
ture. and (o whatever extent they may be
reciabimed under the patlonal frrigarion law,
the remstining publie lunds shonld bhe held
rlzidly for the bome butlder, the settler
who llves an Lix lund, and for no one el<e.
Iu thelr netusl vse the desert lnnd law, the
timber and stone law, and the commutation
clnuse of the bhomestead law have been
80 pervected from the intention with which
they were enacted as to permit the se-
quisition of large arens of the public do-
main for other than actual settlers and
the cor equent prevention of settlement.
Moreover the approsching exhaustion of
the publle rapges has of late led to mnoch
diseussion as to the hest manner of nsing
these publie lands in the West which are
suitable chiefly or only for grazine I'he
soumd and stendy development of the West
depeuds upon the lnllding up of homes
therein Mueh af vy prosperity ns n nation
has been due to the aperation of the home-
stemd law On the other hamd, we shonld
recognize the fact that In the grazing re-
gEion the mun who eorresponds (o the home-
steader may be unable to settle permanent-
I¥ If only allowed to use the snme amonnt
of pasture land that his brother, the home-
steader s allowed to use of anrabie lapd,

Alask "s Need of Better Lawas,

I especially urge upon the Conpgress the
."'""l of wise lezisiation for Alaska It
is not to our eredit a5 a oation that Alaska,
which hoas been ours for thirtyv-tive Vears,
shouid still hove a poor a system of laws
s= k& the ease, No oeonntrey has a0 more
valnable possession- in mineral weanlth, In
furs, forests, and aise in iand
ar o certaln kinds of farming and
territury of sreat

':.‘-i.'q_'l"ir‘-_."
availalile fur
stock growing. It i= 2
size and varied well fitted o
support o hrge permnnent popuiation, Alas-
kua needs a good land Ianw and such provis
luns for homesteads gl pre-emplions a8
will encourage permanent settlement,

FesSOnprees,

How ty Deal with the indian.

In dealing with the Indians our alm
should be (helr althate absurption inte
thf- body of vur peaple. But o mwany cases
this absorption mwust and shownld be very
slow. In portiocus of the Indian Territory
the mixture of blood has gone on at the
same time with progress in wealth and
education, so that there are plenty of men
with varying degrees of purity of Indian
blovd who ure absolutely fodistinguishable
in polnt of social, political, and econowmie
ability frem thele white associates. There
are other iribes which have s vet made
ho perveptibile gdvance townrd such equal-
ity. To try to furce such tribes tos fast s
to prevent their golng forward at all.

The first and most lmportant step toward
the absorption of the Indian I8 to teach
bim to earp bis livipg; ¥#t it Is not neces-
sarily to be assumed that in each com-
munity all Indians must become eirher tills
ers of the soll or stock-ralsers, Their ip-
dustries may properly be diversitied, and
those who show speclal desire or adaplar
Lillty for industrlal or even commercial
pursults should be encouraged so far as

, praciicable to follow out each hls own hent.,

Every effort shonld be made to tdevelop
the Indlan along the llnes of natural uptl-
tude, and to enconrage the exlsting native
Indunstries peculiar to eertaln tithes, snch
as the wvarious kinds of basket weaving,
canoe building. smith work, and hlanket
work. Above ull, the Indian boys and girls
should be given confident command of eol-
loquial English, and shonld ordinarily be
prepared for s vigorous struggle with the
conditlons under which their peaple live,
rather than for immediate absorption Into
some more highly developed community.

*cienc: Bronzht to Farmer's Aid,

lu no depurtment of government work in
recent yeurs bus there been greater success
thun o that of giving sclentific aid to the
furming population, thereby showing them
bow most eficieutly to help themselves,
There Is no peed of Insisting npon its Im-
portauce, for the welfare of the farmer Is
fundawentally oecessary to the welfare of
the republiec as a whole. In addition te
such work as qunarantine against animal
and vegetable plagues, and warring azalust
them when here introdoced, much efficient
heip has been rendered to the farmer by
the introduction of new plants speclally
fitted for cultivation under the peculiar con-
ditlons existing lo different portions of the
couniry.

| The District of Columbia is the only part
| of our territory In which the pational goy-
erument exercises local or munleipal fune-
tions, and where in consequence the gov-
ernment has a free hand In reference to
certaln types of soclal and economie legin-
lation which must be essentlally local op
municipal in their character. The govern-
ment should see to It, for instanece, 1hat
the hyglenic and sanitary legislation affect-
ing Washlngton Is of a high character. The
evils of slum dwellings, whether in a shape
of crowded and congested tepement house
districts or of the back alley type, shauld
never be permitted to grow up In Wash-
ingion. The ecity should be a model 1
every respect for all the citles of the coun-
try.

The safety-appliance law, for the hettep
protection of the lives and llmbs of rall-
wny ewmployes, which was passed In 1803,
went foto full effect on Aug. 1, 1901, It
has resulied In averting thousands of casg-
alties. Experience shows, however, the
necessi'y of additional legislation to per-

this law.

Useless Public Documents,
There is a4 growiug tendency to provide

| for the publication of masses of documents

for which
for the

there is no publle demaud and
prin.ing of which there is oo real
Nothing should be printed by
Coniains
of perisauent value, and the (un-
b advantage cul down very
3 ull the printing which it has
custowary to provide,
progress has been made dup-
t extension of the merit
system of making appeintments In the guy-
erpment service It should be extended by
law 1o the Disiriet of Columbia It is
wuch 10 be desired that onr consular sy<tem
be estallished by law on a hasls provid.ng
for appolnrment aml promotion only in con-
sequence of proved fitness.

wouie hin

sTatifying

year o the

Additions to Presid+nt's Residence.

Through a wise provision of the Congress
at lis last ses=sivn the White House, which
kad become disfigured by incongruous addi-
bevn restored
Jd 1o be by Wa-hing-
1 restorations the uat-
most ecare bas been exercised to come ag
near as possible to the early plans and te
suppieinent the<e pluns by a euareful srudy
of such buildings as that of the Unix ersity
of Virginla, whirh wuas bollt by Jefferson
The White House is he [lruppr:y ;“‘ ibe na-
tion. “The staiely simplicity of its archi-
tecture is an expression of the charicter of
the period In which it was built, and is in
aceaord with the purposes It was designed
to serve, It Is a good thing o pPreserye
such buildings as bistoric monuments whieh

I = plants

| keep alive our seuse of continni'y with :he

mation’s pasi.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
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