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HOT SPOT—Firemen

4-H Visitors To
Arrive June 30

Fight Cheyenne County

4-H'ers will arrive June 30 to
visit thelr counierparts in the
Cass-Chevenne County 4-H EX-
change

The Cass-County 4-H'ers who
yisited the western county last
August nnd who will serve as

hosts now are Linda Rehmeier of
Weeping Weater, Sandra Stapert
pnd Connie Dietl of Nehawkn,
Rollin Terrvberry of Loulsville,
John Roebet of Murdock, Larry
Engelkemeler of Murray and
Mary Hendrix and Tom Sullivan
of Plattsmouth

Two tours have been planned,
voints of Interest will inelude,
the Steckly Corn processing
plant, Ash Grove Cement plant,
State  Fish Hatchery, Allled
Chemienl, Bovetown, the Omaha
Stock Yards and Eguity Union
Grain Ele at Roeck Bluff

This the 3rd visit by a Chey-
enne Co, 4-H party, The 4th Ex-
thange will start later this sum-
mer when another 4H Groun
from Cass Co. will visit 4-H fam-
flles in the western county

Fire Chief. Mavor
Commend ‘Fichters.’
Others Who Helped

Fire Chief Joe Kruntorad and
Mavor Grant Roberts Fridav
ecommended Plattsmouth’s own
Volunteer Fire Depatrtment, each
volunteer, the local nolice foree
and three organizations called
in to asslst

The Bellevie

ratom

Avery and Offutt

AFB denartments were prompt
in petting here and worked
shoulder to shoulder with local
firefighters. One Bellevue fire-

man was renorted Infured
Kruntarad sald he thoneht the

firefichters “did a terrific job.”™
He also thanked all those who

helped the firefighters in any
way, Inecludineg providing coffee
and 1nnch—amone them Joch
imsen's, the VFW, Falls City

Meat Co., Tim’s Bar. Others were
unidentified

Mavor Roberts was ploased
the conduet of both the lire and
police denartments and with the

at

heln of the neieliboring depart-
ments

The latter are, with Platts-
mouth, members of a Mutual
Fire Protection Association
Members call on one another for
help. For Plattsmouth, the only

b was some gasoline provided

to keep the visiting units’ boost

er pumps going

carried the fight to
the top of the Cass Theater in an effort {to save
the theater building. Two water lines were up
and a third was being hauled aloft, Heat soon
drove the fire fighters down, however and after
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the theater roof caught fire the building didn't
last long. The front, perhaps pulled by weight of
collapsed
rubble falling just short of Plattsmouth's aerial

ontn Main Street, the

Fast Moving Job Saves

Many Museum Relics

The fastest moving job
seenn here saved much of the
Historical Society's display mate-
rial in the wee hours Friday

Volunteers from the erowd of
fire onlookers, police and fire
departments piteched In to re-
seue relics from the Society's

new Museum next to the theater
when fire threatened the build-
ing and damaged the north end

At a signal; a hundred hands
laid-to to elear the building
as much as could be carried out,
Huee display cases, hastily pack-
ed with smaller moveables were
lifted and taken to the Metho-
dist Church. Many pictures were
removed from walls

Mrs, Allece Perry
mouth, Society
she was amazed at

of

of Platts
president, sald
the way the

volunteer help whisked things
away. The displav casges went
like little tables. The next day

strong men had difficulty mov-
ing them

Not all was saved, Amone maj-

or losses was destruction or
heavy damage to a collegtion of
paintines bv Mrs. W. G. Brooks

of Plattsmouth,

Damaee to the building, dedi-
eated the past vear, was largely
to the rear starage end and attic
and also to the ceiling from the
water which undoubtedly saved
the structure

The partition between the dis

ever who happened by

nssist a

Rhyland

Fiteh,

Wilson

MeLeod
Three

and offered to
nd Seouts Kenny
er. Blilv Spradlin. Lloyd
Tom Dittemore, David
David Nielsen and Jim
and others

nien of the VFW mov-

PLATTSMOUTH,

CASS COUNTY. NEBRASKA

GOING, GOING,

‘Accidental,’
Marshal Rules

State Fire Marshal Joe Divis
of Lincoln Friday ruled Thurs-
fay night's fire ““accldental’ bt

sald thal further investigation
would be made

He sald the f{ire started in a
room at the rTear of Edith's
Beauty Shop.

Divis, his chiel deputy in
charege of electrical Invesfiga-
tions and Fire Chief Joe Krun-

tornd made the inspection,
Kruntorad said his findines
agreed with the fire marshal's

Evacuction Was

ed some of the heavier hoxes of
articles to Mrs. Perry's F 0 I
No estimate of amount of dam- (ISf, rder y
age to the Museum was given Fvacuation of Hotel residents
Offlcers were w :':'.!." to make and occupants of nearby apart-
an  estimate until after the jnents was fast and  orderly
theater wall Is down Thursday night
i = 2 : Police officers reported some
P“'!m.it. hiet Fred Tesch sald gificuity with a few Hotel resi-
he and ' hls men -I'-‘-"l just barely dents who wanted to po back
got all of ¢ VOIUNLEEr MOVETS| goy this or that of their per-
out of the Muzeum and were out mal beloneines .
themsely “'-.'-i'.-':l I ‘f! of 1'_'m- One man was forced to leave
1]‘,~.,|:.- wall collapsed and rip- Ihis dental nlates hehind., Others
ped through the roof at the vear g with fust o little clothing.
if the bullding Ti f aken to private
= 10mes o) 8f. Luke's Chuieh
.0 . "
Demolition v the night.
Sat. and Mrs, Georee Waters
¢ their three children were
Interests weunted from the Ploneer
Apartments and arp housed al
Demolition of walls of the 1 ..“.IH.HI lilr..'.W.I":;-I.Ilm..n” .“?\-ﬂw
Hotel and 'Cass Theater heean .\."'.‘ll. They'l It..nv to
Friday and altracted many per- 1y on :mT_' -:' i “_um irom
on him, Fire Chiel Joe Kruntorad
i
Mveors and Iarrt if Omnh . .
] 2 I|I- o ]r o r“ sl Rev., and Mrs, A, L, Embree
militio ontractors 2 n
SR AL TR R AY Rt I{" so hiave an apariment there
niet] nd perhaps many e v REV. Binbres fkith $he Fos-
s then vt 1y en o
iy hen expected ' bi 1al | Fribree had gone
1mM-Bane 1"

nlay and storage-service sec- Anprnke
tions was badly burned. the attic I steel bnll
and muech of its contents dam- W1 don o
aged. The bullding structurally T ttle of thi adt
was nlrieht Fridav morning, al- lar
thoueh the unsupported west Mauost stubbiorn of the masonry
wall of the theater loomed OVer- ou the archway over {he on-
head trance of the one-time Hotel
Mrs. Perry, Martin SPOTer. pas at the southeast corner of
Mrs Clemm Woster and thres the hullding. Tt crumbled only
daughters and 8gt.  George | apoe oty of punchil from
Waters tackled the lob of mOV-| ywoes and the siide
ing the ar ;u'lr'.~. to Mrs .i;' ! ; WorE ek ‘expeoted. i oon=
houxe BRCURATHEE A nleck Wost tinue today after a Iavoff Sa
on Mailn Friday _ Hbday whd 8
Thev pot biz heln from Bern- .
ard Whipple, 8, and three friends tEsmouth. went
} m
- tion eguipment to town, Friday
Salvation Army .
. . THE WEATHER
OffICETS LleE‘d June 29, 93, 24, 25, 1961
Date High Low Prod
Josephine Rys has been nam- | Thursday on
ed chaitkman and wellare sec- fyid an
retary 1 Plattsmouth for the gqa c no
Salvation Army, headouarts In sund g 0
Omaha has announcec e Hiehh in &I o
Other officers are Fred Tescl ). Cle Lo part loudy
treasurer, and Dr. R F. Brengs i sets tonight at 8:01; rise
O F. Mussman and W. C. 8oen- | Tyesday at 4:53
nichsen, committeemer | m =

fansi Lo visit a sister

» tortuous hours for

Mrs Sardll Ceell whao lives alone
west of t] IMztorical Museum
Relatives and' friends sat goard
with n earden hosge on the roof

the fire worked westward from
fith Street. S8ome sparks had to
| fronsen

Peonle evacnated from apart-
ments and homes watched anx-
fonusly a the flre progressed ]
debating whether to dash back
In for a orize nosgession in an
anpartment farther from the

E'nodmobile To Be
Here Julv 14

'he B Imobile will be at

the Methodi=zt Church here July
1 17 no to B vun

I W I eornit-

I vy 1] ol en 15518t or

i | 3902 o1

CITY COUNCH
The C meel to-

Couneil will
‘loek at City Hall
lar second meeting

It’s the ri

Lthe montl

GONE—The fire in the Hotel
height when this picture was taken from the west side of Main
*
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5 of Fire Victims
Would Re-Establish

Five of the business operatorsy
burned out in the Hotel-theater
fire Thursday night told The
Journal they plan to continue op-
erating or get back into business
if possible

later this

the making for
mer, it was reported

area safe

Their comments; STAN'S BAKERY- Stan Pro-

CASS THEATER—G. G, Grif-  kuvek said Friday Pl
fin sald he was undecided but | mouth has been good to us
has been giving the matter lots| don't see why I shonldn't operate
of thought. He plans to *“'lake a|n bakery here again." He said
vacation' first, before doing he had no detlinite plans yet
anything. There 15 another thea- things were in such a muddle

ter building, the Ritz, on Gth Stan, llke others of the busine

Street next to Behmer Furni-| operators burned out, lost most

ture. It has been unused for of his records. He and Fire Chief

many vears Joe Kruntorad made an attempt
THE HOTEL—Future of the| to pet into the room where ree

Holel property is uncertain, It 15| grds  were kept  but  smuoke

pert of the estate of the late | wouldn't let them past the door-

Mrs. Erna Lapidus, It Is admin- | way

istered by Omaha Attorney John BROWN FLORAL B8SHOP

J. Powers, special executor. for  Mrs. M. E. Brown =sald she is

holdey
Sale of

an investment
of the estate

continuing to operate,

{Continued on Pag
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WALLS OCOME DOWN—Demolition of the Hotel
safety’'s sake was just begun Friday when this picture was

walls

loe
Powers said the first coneern 1s
to pet walls down and make the

.
T

thé Hotel property had been in!
uim-

ally

bringing

T
taken, !
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Street near Gth Tharsday night. The picture below was taken
from the same spot the next day.

—(Journal Photos),

' Hotel, Theater
Were Landmarks

‘ The Hotel and Theater build-

ines whichkwere destroyed in the
fire Thursday night were land-
miark in downtown Platts-
mouth, thoueh far from being

the oles
The

around

Ciurch
new ehure

The Hotel in its day was

In town

built in 1890
Presbyterian
greegition built

{ buildings
Hulel was
the old

the

heleht of eleeance, with carpeted
parlors furnished in the best ol
fashion where mart wedding

I

Accomodations wore the fin-
est

In later yeors, the bhullding
had deteriorated badly and wi
the obiect ol critiny by loecal
ind state fire autharitle

The theater Dbullding ron-
dructed by Charlie and Tom
Parmele and Jim Terryberry
about 16803, too was the best in its

(Continued on Page 4)
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Worst Fire Ever Here Destroys
Hotel and Theater Buildings

New Museum
Damaged, Can
Be Restored

Plattsmouth’s worst fire In

hilstat Thurscday g it
destroved the Plattsmonth Hotel
ik O Fheater bulldings here

Touy Hrelighting organlzalions
were unable vie them bt

sueceeded in preventing o down-

lowideveling holoeust
The fire
Gutied the Thyear-old Hotel
budlding, leavinge the four walls

tunding, minus @ section of the
with wall which collnpsed onto
the sidewalk on Main Street
Burned out the Cass Theater
building erected about 19034 leay

ine most of three walls standing
after the ftront soulh wall cwl
lnpsed  with its marguee  onto
Maln Styeet

Heavily damuaped the north
iBacky end of Plattsmouth’s
newest downtown bublding, the
Cuss County Historieal Soclety
Museum next door west of the

Lheaten

Defied control for nently four
honn efforts Pt ts-
mouth, Bellevue and East Sarpy

cdespite of

County tAvervr volunteer e
partments and the OMfutt Al
Forvee Biase Dept

Attracted lurge crowds of
compassionste  walehen Iany

of wham joined in to lend a hand
stringine fHrehoses, moving unat-

tended vehieles left in the dan
ger prea and helping finally with
rescue of historienl arficles, a

majority of them leoaned, from
the Historical Museum

Burned out seven bu .
ineluding those of the Hotel and
Theater, Edith's Beauty Shon,
Hultda's Beauty Shop, the Hotel
Restourant, Brown's Floral and
Stan’s Bakery

Left about 40 persons, many
of them senlor eitizens who had
made the Hotel thelr residence
without 2 home

And threw a major
into most of the [}f"nnjf- who liye
or operate businesses downtown

Friday and sinee, besides the

prinecipal reaction shoek ot
the horror of destruaction by fire,
the consensus has been that the
fown Iy was Tucky—the
fire could ensily have been 10 or

nessi

scare

ol

peneri

20 times worse and there might
have heen death or serious in-
fury

Two Plattsmouth  firemen
John Beremann Jr, and Winford

Dasher, werp strock and cut by
flying glass when' a plate plass
bullding front blew out with a
tremendous explosion early in

the firefighting
They were the only easualitie:
s far as 1s known

(Continued on Page
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A steel hall was being gently swung from the crane Lo topple small

vetions al time

g § 196!




