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A Message For Eighth Grade
Graduates and High School Students - =

At the beginning of this century, an eighth grade education
was the accepted criterion of an educated person.
education was exceptional, and a college degree was a luxury not
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Shortly after their marriage
the young couple started their
endless journey into the west.
The first place they settled was
in Indiana, on the present site
of Indianapolis long before that
citv was founded.

The couple had nine children. |
William was the first born, then
came Luke, Frances, Thomas,
Racheal, Stephen, Nancy, Re-
pecca, and Elizabeth. All of these
children later settled in either|
Iowa or Nebraska. They all con-
tributed largely to the settling|
of the west.

As they moved onward in-
lo the vast wilderness they
spread their family and, be-
fore many years, the family of
Thomas and Elizabeth Wiles
reached from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Mississippi Riv-
er.

Later on Thomas and Eliza-
beth moved into Andrew Coun-
ty. Missouri, where the largest
part of the family was raised.
Here some of them married
Even later they emigrated into

the state of Jowa. Here with
strenuous labor and hardships
they made a home for them-

selves and their family on the
land they had purchased from
the Mormons. They were always
interested in the life of their
community and advancements
of the agricultural and business
interests in their locality where-
ever they chose to settle.

The touch of this estimable
family in the Central West was
when two brother, Luke and
Stephen, entered the Nebras-
ka Territory in the year 1854
wives
They, following the avocation
of their forefathers, were among

the very first to break the vir-

gin prairie sod of Nebraska.
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readily attained by the average person.

Ncw, at the middle of the century, times have changed.
more technical aspects of the jobs related to our complex indus-
trial systems have reduced the demand for common labor to the

point where it is a small field and vastly overcrowded.
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and families.|

A high school

Luke and Stephen entered
Nebraska when Plattsmouth was
only a trading post on the riv-
er. However, since it was situ-
ated on the “Cut-Off” trail, it
was a place of much activity as
wagons went past. During one
season when the pioneers were
hurrying west in long wagon
trains, nearly 2,000 wagons past
the trading post.

He decided to settle near this
trail and bought some land from |

the Indians near their Catholic respectable, hﬁ went on the boat:’ in Mills County, Towa. He was i R RS |
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marks. The legent was that
vears before the white men
came west there lived a peace-
ful tribe on that land. Some-
how a plague of sickness went
over all of the Indians gilling
many. Two who died were a be-
loved chief and his beautiful
voung wife. They were buried
on the hill and as a fitting trib- |
ute to them, the Indians (Paw-
nees) planted a tree over each
grave. When these trees became
full grown they were used as
gquides by the settlers who could
see them far on the Iowa pairie.
If one stayed in line with these
trees they wouldn't have any
trouble crossing the Missouri|
River. |

He bought the land with gold.l
The Indians, not knowing what |
it was or what is was used for, |
took it anyway and moved off
of the land.

Luke chopped the trees out
of a nearby forrest and split
rails to build a fence around |
their acres of prairie. Later on |
he hired the Indians to build
a larger fence. |

Years later on of his children
were playing in the forrest and
a mummified Indian fell out

a big blanket. This was new to|
the children because they had
never heard of anyone ever be-
ing buried on top of the ground
or in a tree. When the blanket |
fell out the children, curious,!
ran up and opened it up and|
when they saw an Indian they|
screamed and ran into the house
to get their father. He dug a|
grave for it and from then on|
the children were afraid of that
tree which had been given the
name of *“skeleton tree.”

One winter Luke and a neigh-
bor killed fifty-six deer near
their cabins. These were skinned
and the hind-quarters buried in
snow banks. In the spring Luke
took them to St. Joseph, Mo.,|
where he traded them for sup- |
plies to sell at his store to the
pioneers moving westward. ’

He owned and operated a|
store-stable-hotel for the pas-
sengers of the stage coach and
the U. S. Pony Express. The men
kept their horses in the stable
and changed off when they came
back east, always having a fresh
team.

Luke, like his parents, was
the type of pioneer who came
to build homes, “gstablish
churches and schools. He was al-
ways helping those who needed
help. Often men, both good and

All students who have not completed their high school work,
and especially those who just graduated from the eighth grade
are urged to complete their high school work for the sake of their
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bad, would come to him for ad-
vice. Once in a while some bad
men came into the territory.
Some came to Plattsmouth and
a vigilance committee was going
to take all bad men in a boat and
go down river. When the bad|
men found this out they came to
Luke and begged him to inter-
cede for them promising to re-|
form and leave the country. Out
of sympathy for the women of|
the families who seemed to be)

agree to release the lawless men.
He left the boat which went
down river. When it returned
the men that had gone down on |
it, were not in evidence. |

Issac Wiles, like his large fam-
ily before him, had the pioneer
spirit. He was out for adventure,
excitement, and aetivity. In
1849, the wagons lined the trail
near his home for sometimes
50 miles. He, seeing this, got in-
the notion of going west, too.|
He, however, decided to go a|
different and seemingly better
way which would take you fast-|
er. He would go by water. One |
morning Issac, called the so-|
journer by his family, said good- |
by to his family and started out]
for Louisiana. Here he took a
ship and was on his way to Cal-
ifornia via Cape Horn. The trip
took longer than he expect;ed.}
even longer than if he would)
have gone by wagon. After he
arriveg in the gold fields he

'never found a nugget and went taken some cattle to Omaha'

broke besides. He left and came
back home to Iowa, four years|
after he had started. Later he|
moved into Nebraska with his
brother. '_.

In October, 1862, he joined the |
Second Nebraska Calvary, hav-

| of the trees. He was wrapped in ing assisted in raising Company !

H of that regiment. He was ap- |
pointed first Lieutenant of that |
company in November of that
year. He served under that cap-
acity for some 14 months. Short-
ly afterwards, in recuiting men
for the First Nebraska Milita,
he was Commissioned Captain

|of Co. B in which position he|

served for several more months.|
He helped to protect the settlers
from the raiding Indians who!
were at this time causing much |
trouble in the west. He witness- |
ed many of the famous battles
between the Indian and white
man, .

This was all during the Civil
War and following the war he
returned to Nebraska.

He then ran for the Ne-
braska Legislature and was
elected to one term. During
his term in office he suggested |
that the State Motto be “Equa- |
itly Before the Law.” This |
motto is still used today. He |
also was instrumental in draw- |
ing the state seal which is al- |
so still used. {
Stephen, the other brother:

who settled in Nebraska, was
the first quiet one. He was a
hunter and had many grey-
hounds. Their first child born|

in Nebraska would have been!

the first white child born in!

Education like other businesses has progressed rapidly. Today
a high school education is commonplace, a college degree in a
specialized field is becoming a necessity.

Plattsmouth High School Offers These and Many Other Courses to its Students

* Biology
* History
* Physics
* Geometry
* Typing
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across the river to Coonsville

for the event.

Twelve years after Luke Wiles
and his family came to Nebras: |
ka they left, tired of the hard-
ships to be met there. They went'
back into Iowa and left their|
13-year-old son to live on the!
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|that John Beckman, custodian, |
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and settle the west after they
helped to extend it. |

The generations of this fam-
ily today can look over these
things their pioneer forefathers
have done, with pride. '

tion secure, they witnessed the
grestest strides of the human
race which we now read in his-|
tory books. The hardships of this
era seem so fantastic to us,
but were so real to them be-!
cause they lived them and knew
what they were like.

This family through the years|
has grown with the country it|
has always loved and which it
has helped settle. Representa-|
tive of this family with the per-|
serverance of the spirit of their|
forefathers have helped build
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NEW ADDITION TO PLATTSMOUTH HICH SCHOOL

-

* Chemistry * Home Economics
* Retailing * Industrial Arts

* Government * Foreign Languages
* Algebra * Bookkeeping

* Shorthand * English

All Eighth Grade Graduates Are Invited to Attend

Freshman Day Friday, August 19th «-«au

Registration for 10th, 11th and 12th Grades, Monday, August 22, 9:00 A. M.

PLATTSMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES SUCCEED!

For further information contact either: T. I. Friest, Supt., or C. A, Weddel

Plattsmouth

Board of Education School District No. 1

Nebraska
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