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Congress will be dealing with jobs
and livelihoods, not dollars or abstract

_Edsou’s Washington Column

figures.

; | A
One gets the impression, from vari- ! EY PETER EDSON

NEA Washington Correspondent

TASHINGTON, D. C.—(NEA)—Before mid-January, Sen. Robert
A. Taft of Ohio hopes to get something started in the way of new
| housing legislation. It won't be a bit too scon.

Shifting Democratic Administration policies on housing, with the
scrapping of most of the veterans' housing program,
have created a snarl which will require some of
the best law-making abilities of this or any other
Congress to straighten out.

Relaxing of ex-Expediler Wileon Wyatil's con-
trols may have freed the housing industry to build
a lot of homes, but most of them are bound to be
fairly high-priced. Construction of low-cost hous- ¥
ing may not get going agocin till the demand for
higher-cost housing is me!. How long that will
take is a question, but a fair guess is that it will
take most of the 1947 building season. That means
little low-cost housing before 1948, unless Con-
gress can put through a pregram that will en-
courage the housing industry to build it.

ous congressional statements on bur.
eaucracy, that government employes i
are go many pigs. at the trough, or |
perhaps hungry leeches attached (s i
the body politic. .
It would seem that every Civil
Service employe in Washington 18 a ‘
beaucrat. He is, to hear some ‘congress. ’
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men tell it, a person positively and mal-
iciously intent on doing as little work
ap possible. What Jittle work he does
dd is mischievous, depigned to inter-
fere with our private lives and ®Bind
them with red tape.

Undoubtedly there are some who
answer that description. But every fed-
eral worker is not a bureaucratic policy
maker. Any firing that runs into the
hundreds of thousands is going to take ’
in mainly clerks and others in similar
humble positions,

Among them will be many war ‘
veterans. There will be many “govern-
ment girls” who answered the call for
nelp when they were needed. There
will be many older persons, men and
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THE INNOCENT ‘BUREAUCRATY
Some of our congressmen seem to
be suffering from a malady which
mizht be called lumpsumitis. Perhaps
: the condition is inevitable. They are
often called upon to deal with lump
sums of vast proportions, and to think
in terms of them, as in the case of the |
budget. l
Take a proposed spending prdé- |
: gram of 3714 billion. Take a goal of
6 billions’ reduction in that spending.
Make more or less arbitrary cuts
here and there which add up to
the goal. Lop ‘em off. Bang! That's

Edson

TAFT was co-author, with Democratic Senators Robert F. Wagner
of New York and Allen J Ellender of Louisiana, of the Wagnei-
Ellender-Taft long-range housing bill introduced in the last Congress.
With a few changes in content and a slight change in strategy, he
pians to reintroduce most of his last year's program

One of the most difficull decisions which Taft had to make at the
beginning of this session of Congress was whether to give up his seat
»n the Senate Banking and Currency Commitllee, which handles hous-
ing legislation. He finally surrendered this post. But that left his
housing program without a strong Republican backer on the Bunking_
and Currency Committee. The question is where the Republicanm’
nacking will come from.

There are some indications that real estate and building industry
representatives—and the voters—may have convinced many Demo-
~rats that a lot of the veterans’ housing program was no good, and
that the controls were worse. So how much Democratic support Taft
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how it has to be done, and it’s bound | women, who gave up “{h‘_'l' _i.)}’;_.; el an get for his bipartisan housing bill of last year is a political niddle. &
to affect one’s thinking. of a desire to “do something™ in the -

£ th ' war : T‘HE housing lobby 1s apparently divided While real estate and
e e e .- builders’ trade associations in general wanl government restrictions

A lot of federal emplayes who -emoved, the home builders want curbs kept on heavy construction

is going to be in government employ- 4 i ¥
if all brakes were taken off commercial and industrial building, home

|
, re was some wild talk at first | are slated to go are honest and earnest,
ment. There was some ¥ ild talk at first i e : . e . , ber the gold suilding would sutfer greatly
about letting 2000000 of the nuarly f Mﬂ,\'ht‘ they even outnpumber the gold- Last vear President Truman was for the W -E.-T bill, and his mid-
N T brickers. The government doesn't need December statement liberalizing the housing poeliey declared, “The
sdder: 3 ves o Oricielss. ne g -1 ecember st t libers g _ 3 '
3'”““_'““” r:‘ deral \'L_ ml']“‘ s, &0 \““' , them todav-—in fact, thev're a useiess main point of emphasis for 1047 is renial housing. . . . We are plan-
the figure is wavering between a half | ' fpiaied. Y e T p ring financing and other aids that will encourage builders to produce
million and a million | expense. But it needed them once. units for rent.”
' f The excess federal workers aren’t The President’s Economic Report message to Congress may revea’

in furtker detail just what housing policy he favors.

The federal payroll is certainly : . 3
necessarv | a plague of locusts, nor are they little
pigs- to be plowed under. They are S . _ - :
- . i with i novie, .-"\-!‘.l'p::‘ (@18 | A bS:“I‘:f.‘kl."I' for thf_‘ i‘\ﬁl:!i‘;i:-‘ t,f
human beings, young an«i'uhi. people dia.” Stewardship emphasis f i]ilolf l}qﬂ‘l'!t c-\b_m'dl | Columbus and the Catholic men and if there be any praise, think
with families to support. We hope that h age group R EJn s:iicb”f:: .h\th“upe of Plattsmouth will take place in on these things." (Phil. 4:8).
Congresz can contrive not to punish VMondoy, 750 pm. Scout mect- Nev. Edward (. lucheR, Fastor g ... Hall Sunday. February 23 The

overstaffed. Large and
economies can be effected hy reduc-
ing it. But we hope that Congres will |
give some individual as well as lump- '
sum congideration to this economy.
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Go To New Lengihs.

- 19.98 o 59,93

Flare forth this spring in the smart,
est suit you've ever worn--the “long-
er jacket” suit!ln fine all-wool

fabric; in all the new-season shades.

THE $TORY: Major Camerom, | give me some information I'm |suspenseful project and one in

veteran of the Lost Caunse, is a
man whe belicves the spirit of the
Old South can never die. He seorns
the Yankee tovvn he lives in, hates
drumming Spunky Mule tohbaceo,
lradls a drenm cexistence where the
vulgnr question of moncy never
obhirudes jitself. Miss Amy, kindly
wife and mother, never questions
anything he does, Their chilidren
include: beantiful, trusting Rose
who has bad g secret “adyventure®
with a sirange joung man; de-
risive Sidopey, 19, who wonders
why Ave Latshaw stopped writing
to her; Jetl, 22, whaoase ambitions
to he a cartoonist are encouraged
by Sidney: Beaw, 10; and Hannab,
12, The jear is 1010,

& L ¥
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A N hour later, the Major saw in
the glass a most resplendent

image, shaven and shorn, per-

fectly groomed, slick as a whistle.

He paid his bill (rather a dis-
concerting amount), tipped Joe,
‘ook his cane and went out, as-
ending to the sireet level. Here,
inder the grilled fretwork of the
16tel’'s marquee, he stopped, sim-
oly to bask a moment in his feel-
ng of cleanliness and well-being.
He planted his feet wide apart,
folded his hands on the knob of
nis cane, which made the third
and balancing leg of a tripod, and
stared dreamily off into space.
Standing thus, he heard, after not
many minutes, a prefatory cough
and a voice behind him.

“Excuse me, sir, but aren't you
Major Cameron?”

He turned and saw a man of
middle age, dressed in good, dark
clothes and wearing a black derby.

The Major bawed. “I am Wil-
liam Cameron. But you have, I
confess. ‘the advantage of me.”

“My name,” the man said, “is
Milgrimy. Hubert Milgrim. And
you could not be expected to know
it, for we haven't met before, |
acked Joe in the shop d. va there
who you were, and he told me.

_Joe was, I may add, very lauda-

tory in his remarks. T thought at
once that you might be the gen-
tleman who could, and would,

seeking. I am not a resident of
Blakesville; my home is in Chi-
cago. My card, sir.”

The Major accepted the card

|and read its elegant engraving.

“Ah,” said the Major, and shook
Mr, Hubert Milgrim's gloved hand.
“Well, I am always ready to cblige

a stranger to our little city—"

“Thank wyou,” said Mr. Milgrim.
“Perhaps you will step into the
hotel with me, where we can talk
at leisure?” Gesturing, he led
the way into the St. George's
somewhat garish foyer. “I am
registered here. But wait, perhaps
you will do me the honor of hav-
ing a drink with me, in the bar?”

“Ah,” said the Major, and found
himself wafted along beside Mr.
Milgrim into the bar, down to the
very end of the mahogany and
into the shadow of some potted
palms.

L - L
'l‘HE bartender came to attention
with all the promptness of a
jack-in-the-box. “What'll it be,
Mr. Milgrim?”

“My friend orders first,” replied
My, Milgrim, bowing toward the
Major. “After you, sir."

“Buttermilk,” rumbled the Ma-
jor.

“Buttermilk,” echoed Mr. Mil-
grim.

The bartender's jaw slacked a
little, but he produced from a
spigo: under the counter two
brimming mugs of foamy, vold
buttermilk.

Mpr. Milgrim spoke, with a really
delightfiul informality, of the bus-
iness which had brought him to
Blakesville—and this pleasant mo-
ment, It was the oil business.

No doubt the Major was fa-
miliar with the famous history
of the Goldsn Eldorado oil well,
locatad in Warrick County, just
over the line from Blakesville?
Well ‘Mr. Milgrim and his part-

| ner, M.. Richard Bueen, also of
' Chicago, had procured. by dint of

which you like to feel that you
are not alone. With this phase of
the matter in mind, the partners
had decided to organize a com-
pany, and to divide the responsi-
bilities, like the enormous profits,
by shares.

They wanted to enlist with them
in a common endeavor some par-
ticular man in Blakesville, who
would act—temporarily, at least
—as the company’s president and
by his own integrity and good
repute, identify and establish the
company’s probity.

s s

‘GAND s0,” said Mr. Milgrim,
rather suddenly, “when I
saw you in the barber shop, Major
Cameron, I resolved to beg your
advice. If this all seems abrupt
to you, let me tell you that I am
an uneanny judge of character,
and the minute I looked at you,
I was convinced that you were
capable, anyway, of advising Mr.
Breen and me. I do hope that
you will. Where, where in Blakes-
ville is the citizen we're hunting?”
As silence fell, the Major stroked
his mustache tentatively. “This
man would—um—be a capitalist,
I suppose?”

“Oh, not necessarily,” said Mr.
Milgrim. “No, he would have to
invest nothing more than his name
and his interest and his unim-
peachable honor.”

“Well,” said the Major slowly,
clearing his throat, “it is just pos-
sible that I—I can suggest some=
one—"

Mr. Milgrim interrupted. “Why
not come up to my room with me,
sir, and we'll have luncheon sent
to us from the restaurant? My,
Breen is not in teday, and 1 should
like so niuch the chance to talk
at greater length on the subject.”

The Major could see no reason
why he shouldn't lunch im Mr.
Milgrim’s room. The idea seemed
to him a very geod one.

(To Be Continued)
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