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BY PETER EDSON
NEA Washington Cerrespondend

"“,"ASHE:\'UTON, D. C.—(NEA)-—~Jonathan Daniels, son of Josepnus,
who was for a time press secretary to both- Presidents Roosevelt
and Truman, has written another book about Washington.

If you want the inside story of what Jonathan did as an assistant
director of the Office of Civilian Defense—remem-
ber?—or as confidential White House Palace
Guardsman with a passion for anonymity, this
isn’t it. If you want a good, colorful background
picture of what wartime Washington was like, with
some expert political philosophizing on the side,
this is it.

“That hot wind in Washington is the country
blowing on the back of Washington’s neck,” writes
Jonathan on his first page. “I have blown. And
1 have also felt it singe the bottom of my hair.”

Jonathan got burned pretty badly over OCD and
over trying to get Harry Slattery fo resign as head
of Rural Electrification. But he doesn’t go into
fhat. The things he remembers are things like these:

Roosevelt wore his pajamas four nights at a stretch before send-
ing them to the wash, and one morning Jonathan noticed a cigaret
hole burned just below fhe second button.

- FFICIENT Rudolph Forster, Executive Clerk at tlie White House,

4 onee told Jonathan, “You would be terrified if you knew how
little I ecare.” about the important state papers he juggled daily.

' Speaker Sam Rayburn confessed, “The truth is—they'll always
deny it—but the people like something of a dictator. They always
like a President who pushes Congress hard.”

Harry Truman as a senator had to put his wife on the government
payroll as his secretary to get enough money to pay taxes. . . . The
cenators call Seeretary Leslie Biffle’s office, “Biffle’s Tavern.” . . .
One night at Sen. Lister Hill's house, Majority Leader Alben Barkley
sang “Wazon Wheels” in a baritone that was only beginnfhg to crack.
. . . Some congressmen make coffee in their offices and some keep
bottles behind the bookease. . . . One toasted, “Here’s to Congress.
It could be better and it might be worse.”

¢ THE truth is,” one expert on government adminisiration revealed
. to the author, “that most of the confusion in governmgnt begins
at the top.” . . . Secretary Forrestal told him that what the Navy
needed was men with imagination and a dustpan and a bicycle, 1o
{ollow after top officials and see that they got things done. ;

Jonathan calls the Pentagzon “Homesick House” because everybody
{here wanis to go home. . . . “Homesickness,” he observes, “is a stronger
American force than world domination.” :

A seneral asked his aide one day what the White House thought
about some policy.  The aide said he didn't know because that day
everyvbody over there was playing with those jars of liquid and wire
loops that throw bubbles, *“I've hcard about those,” said the general,
*will you get me one?”
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