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Leng-Range Price Control?

Certain CIO
appointed themselves guardians

executives seem fto
have
of the public weltare. As soon as price
controls were lifted they sprung into
action, on the apparent assumption
that nobody would ever think of re-
fusing to buy steak and butter at 95

cents a pound without work stoppages,

mass meetings, parades and picket
IIRCS, ¥ el
Since they have assumed  this

patental responsibility, and since they

cxert a considerable miluence in Wash-
| to have

ol

11, It nughnt ve 1Interesting
vXplanation

Addi LW

Litese executives’ the
CiU s wumate hopes and aims regard-
control. As of their

little contfusing.

Ing price oW,
stalld Is 4

ClO
to a congressional

Last week, Phihp Murray,

president,

comnuttee some proposals for a *pro-

outlined

gressive labor policy for the future.”

mong them he mentioned passage of
adeqguate  price  control legisiation,
adoption of the minimum wage bill,

and expanded social security legisla-

Lion,
L - "
I'he thing about that

statement is the inclusion of price con-

confusing

trol in a “future” policy along with
two bills which deal with permanent
and continuing matters. It has been

cenerally assumed that price controls
a temporary and that
they would be lifted when production

wWere
L L

measure,

and supply were at a safe level of
abundance.
Perhiaps the Senate  acted too

swiftly in lifting controls. But thus
far events since July 1 have not war-
ranted all the panicky laments and
predictions of doom that greeted them.
Nor have they warranted Mr, Murray's
charge that the Senate’s action was a
“scandalous exhibition log-rolling
unequalled in its depth of betrayval of
interest.” Wasn't there maybe
a little Presidential log-rolling in the
lifting of rationing and pay restric-

of

public

tions?

I Mr. Murray did not intend the
inference that he favors permanent or
long-range price control, he would do
the public a service by sayving so. If he
did intend the inference, it might be
well to find out if it is price control or
profit control which he seeks.

The need of price control is tem-
porary. But profit control can be per-
manent. We had some samples of pro-
11t control under OPA, and they con-
tributed heavily to needless scarcities
and black markets. Permanent price-
and-profit fixing by government would
revolutionary and dangerous.

All this may seem like looking
under the bed. But Mr. Truman i« con-
siderably beholden to Mr. Murray and
the CIO for his present office, and the
CI1O commands a lot of votes.

When Mr. Murray asks for some-
thing he is listened to. And it might be
well to find out now exactly what he
wants.

D

Q—How many pigs and how many
goats on the Bikini fleet were killed
when the atom bomb air test was con-
ducted? #

A—About 10 of ¢ach. There were
150 pigs and 150 goatls on the ships,
and survivers were found on every
ship afloat but the carrier Independ-
ence, which lay nearly under the
bhlast,

ocean levels rising  or

Q)—Are
falling?

A—The Atlantic is rising at a rate
of 115 feet a century.
ing in 1920,

It started ris-

WASHINGTON
MERRY - GO- ROUND

Br DREW PEARSOS
WASHINGTON—The  Mead

Whicn nee wuie sucn an excellent job of nrfrl)-
ing Congressman May and war profiteering
might do a little further digging into phony E-
awards and possible connections with the nen-
tuckian who still chairmans the House mili-
tary affairs committee,

Specifically, they might examine an E-award
given to General Tiwe and Rubber company,
the very same cumpany which got May's nep-
hew out ot the army alter he had been in onty
nine days, and is still paymng his a juicy salary.

1f the Mead committee should probe Jdeeply
enough they would unearth the tollowing amaz-

mg facts:

commitiee,

and Rubber had a contract
with the army make pneumatic floats ior
the army engineers. These big
bags which were inflated with air and used o

General Tire

Lo

wore Cubher

hoid up pontoon bridges. 1he Iamous Cross-
ing oi the Rajaao river in ltaly and almost ev-

ery military crossing ol water was aone by pon-
toon ondges supported by rubber ricats. lnese
{loats, o1 course, had to be absolutely airtight,

Fraud on Army

However, when General Tive floats were
tested by the armyengineers—in aavance of
ceptance—it was discovered that General lire
employces wouid deliberateiy pump up the
fivats during ithe mght, ]

inspectors.

WC=

thus decewving army
1he IHoats were requirea to maintain a cer-
tain pressure tor 24 hours, and when tne pros-
Sure wouid go down, Lencral 1ire people wailid
pump them up while army .nspectors weren't
around.
was discovered, and a
Gencral live siled
als0 secured cuii=

1his fraud

report very critical of

finally
Wwas
LY army enginecrs. lhe army
fesstons from adout 2V General 1ite empioyees.

Despite
General Tive later was awarded the much oo

eniy 1o companics |

discovery ol deliveriate Iraudd,

this

ed E, suppuosed to go

i
formng tne highest

] Walr service.
Furthermore, not only was the iraud hushed
up, but afterward, General Tiue and Kuuvber

company a lush contract at Hunung-
ton, W.

Willhiam

was given
Va., wiiere Congressman May
H. May, Mysterious vut

rolitable role, lire,

nepnew,
oceupred a
working for

Very p General

how much, if anvthing, the chalrman ol ihe
military attairs commitiee had to do with Jhis
15 not own. However, the whoule thing would
car invesuimtion, In another case, 1t 1s know!

that May pulled wires o get an E for nui

friends, e Ekrie Basin company, overriding
the recommendation of army officers whoe op-

posed the E.
In the case ef General Tire, several army .n-

gineers who knew the real truth about b ruba

ber pontoon floats, were vigorously opposed w
the E award. But their jecommendation also

was overridden.

Truman’s Support Backfires
in Jackson

Iruman s

Uld-line democrats back county,

.\I'-- . are dead certain that President

public endorsement of Enos Axtell coupled
with TO-PAC suppert has virtually assured
Kansas City's Roger C. Slaughter in the Mis-
sourn primary Aug. 6, They are equally cera
tain that a republican will deteatl Slaughter
in the final elections.

Albert L. Reeves, jr., republican i a
Harding-appointed federal district Judge in
Ransas ¢ty ,is the man expected wo w WL

next November.
Truman’s old friend:
sure. lhey say he injected the nation’s
office into the dirtiest political fight Missoun
has had in 20 years, at a time when ra

back home are 3

L
nigrest

eI
leaders were attempting to promote Harm
among ithe various iactions,

For years FDR wried to purze his home con-
gressman, G(Y% Ham Fish, and finally accomp-
lished it with republican Tom Dewey support
Truman, therefore, felt he had a rvight Lo
vene in Kansas City home politics.

Here's how the whole thing happened:

Shortly after Jerome Walsh, former OPA
attorney, announced he would oppose Slaugn-
ter, CI1O-PAC of Kansas City and other jocal
labor unions indicated they would support Wal-
sh's campaign. No public endorsement was
maide, however.

ilitl-

Truman, apparently figuring PAC support
would do more harm than good, sent, word back
home to dig up another candidate. It was snis
brother, J. Vivian Truman—who has a habit
of balling things up— who selected Axtell, vir
tually an unknown in county politics, Axtel] ;s
from rural Jackson county and once served as
assistant county prosecutor. Truman pressur-
el James Pendergast and the |u:'.\a-1‘:;-l demao-

cratic machine in Kansas City endsrsed Ax-
tell’'s candidacy:
This turn of events and the ditel ing of A

PAC pleased the president—that is. until PAC
voted 15 to 6 to drop Walsh and hop on the Ax-
tell bandwagon. Which it did.
Note—Support Rep. Slaughter is 1e
rific among wome roganizations, Mrs, Nell
llnnn(-ll:\' Reed, wife of the late < nator Jim
Reed, a bitter Roosevelt-hater, is leading ihe
“Keep Slavghter in Congress” :

Capital Chaff

10T
T
I

movemnt.

Senatorial colleagues of Montana's Bust
Whecler refused to believe up to the very end
that Wheeler stood in real danger of defeat. 7i-
nal tipoff that he was in trouble was Wheeler's
statement, in reply $g an attack by Jimm:
loosevelt, that FDR hu,gi_ asked Wheeler 1o be
his vice-presidential running mate in 1940 _ ..
Typical reaction to this was majority leader
Alben Barkley's comment: *“That's one lie
nobody in the entire country will believe” , ..
Sponsors of effective atomic-energy control ar
suspicious of the timing of developments yuu
from Capitel Hill, The Canadian spy story
broke just at the height of the struggle with-
in the Senate committee over civilian or mili-
tary control, the Canadian repbrt on spy oper-
ations was rcleased while the House' military
affairs committee was butchering the bill, and
the announcement that the army was firing
workers at Edgewood arsenal, Md., came just
as the bill was heading into a stormy trip
through the House. The last was particulaily
suspicious because it was timed so perfectly 1o
influence House votes.

(Copyright 1946, by Bell Snydicate Co. Inc.)
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ABOUT PRICES

As stated in our ad of July 1st—No article in our store on that date will be raised despite

the fact replacements must be higher.

There Are Five Items In Our Line

which must inevitably rise if and when we can get them—namely—

Dress Shirts - Pajamas - Underwear - Denim Overalls and Lea-
ther Jackets

..ln..‘ﬂl..'ﬂI"‘.I.I.I.I"II.In.ll...l-l.ll "aw

The intense pressure of demand over supply causes this. When production and competi-

ticn become normal these prices will level off, but until then be prepared to pay increases.

MEANWHILE—and we say it advisedly—if you can get along without these—do so,
that’s the best way to bring the price down. S

This advice perhaps is not in our interest—but we offer it candidly.

C. E. WESCOTT’S SONS

Clothiers Since 1879
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