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sound-Dollar Statistics

There are a lot of interesting fig-
ures and statistics floating around these
days, bearing with them: fearful or
wonaertull implications. Follow them,
in the serene contidence that figures
don’'t lie, and you may possibly find
yvourself in the midst of half-truths and
erroneous conclusions. ;

For example, there is the Bureau
of Labor Statistics figure showing that
the American factory worker's average
wage 1n May was at a new high of
31.vi an hour, or 3$42.67 a week. Then
there was the New York Stock Ex-
cnange announcement that earnings of
4(o leading American companies av-
eraged 37.5 per cent less in the first
quarter of this year than in the same
period of 1945. What's more, 110 of
those companies had losses after taxes.

We can just see some heads was-
ging over those amounts and percent-
ages. For it might seem to those heads
that labor was killing its sourse of
colden eggs, getting richer and richer
at the expense of industry, which pro-
vides jobs.

Or it could mean to those wag-
ging heads that a radical government
was tryving to force businesses to the
wall. Or it might even mean that a
conservative government was trying to
make labor fat and contented to high
wages, and thus force labor's think-
ing and voting toward the right.

Statistics that permit such not-too-
farfetched conclusions obviously don't
tell very much. The BLS figures on
earnings neglected to express them in
terms of 1946 buying power.

The Stock Exchange figures also
fail to tell a good many things. For
instance, how typical were the first-
quarter earnings of these 475 com-
panies in 1945? What was the rela-
tion of these companies' first-quarter
earnings in 1946 to their average for
the same quarter in, say, 1935-407?

What was the reason for loss af-
ter taxes of the 110 companies?

Strikes, reconversion, increased labor
costs, OPA regulations, or other fac-
tors?

It may seem that some of the var-
ious statistics hurled at us today are
deliberately calculated to mislead. But
it may be suspected that their incom-
plete information often arises from the
more innocent habit of thinking of the
dollar as an entity of unchanging val-
ue, rather than in terms of what it
will buy or in its relation to other dol-
lars of other days.

Maybe that is short-sighted think-
ing. But there is cause for cheer in
that habit of thinking too. For as
long as the dollar remains in our minds
as a concrete thing of value in itself,
to be reckoned with and sought after,
we are on pretty solid &round—and a
long way from ruinous inflation.

Q—What is “transonic” speed?

A—Speed between 600 and 900
mph. This is the transition area be-
tween subsonic and complete super-
sonic speed, with speed of sound at 760
mph.

Q—Will wheat grow in any re-
gion?

A—Yes, in the tropics, at sea le-
vel, on mountain tops.

Q—Do many states require vi-
sion tests before issuing hunting li-
censes”?

A—None do.

Q—Why is the grapefruit so call-
ed?

A—The fruit often grows in ¢lus-
ters, simlar to grapes.
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Clhe WASHINGTON
MERRY - GO- ROUND

By DREW PEARSON
WASHINGTON—It might be a healthy ching

if the Mead committee investigated more of the
E-awards handed down to manufacturing iirm
by the army and navy. Senator Mead’s com-
mittee already has shown how wires were pul-
led by top officials to get an E for ithe Ene
Basin war profiteers at ‘m' same (me !r-n'l'
army officials, who knew conditions first hana,
were recommending against it.

Another fishy case occurred Whch e 5 HR
gave an E to national 1:1‘EL:.-7:|-ic~ when it and
its affiliate, Durham Manufacturing vorpola-
tion, were under indictment for war sraud
The company was actually being prosecuted by
U. S. District Attorney Alex Camphbell at Fort
Wavne, Ind., when, right in the middle of he
ti‘ia;l, the navy came across with its E. _

The trial had started in November, o ihe

navy knew all about the alleged war Jraud
5 } g Y 145 i

when it gave the award on Dee. 17, 19445, -

thermare, the wuar then over, and there

no need to give the company an ncentve
for further production. _

However, someone in the navy apparentl)
pulled the wires, and the E award, coming at
just the psychological moment, had a powerful
effect on the jury.

Nazis' Pre-Pearl Harbor Trap

Far some wecks, certain senators have been
skillfully puiling back-stage wires w Kill ihe
Kilgore committee which has been proding nazi
activities and their link with Americans. A
brief and confidential peck at what's in Jhe
nazi files now makes it quite <lear why uena-
tors are secretly battling so hard o squelcd
Senator Kilgore's investigatior

U. S. army and Justice Departn
have been extremely busy interviewing Ger-
man officials, from Hermann Goering down,

and the results are amazing. They show various
high-up American leaders and Lusinessmen 1o
be either woefully naive or else deliberately
playing into th hands of a dictatorship x\':'.'.c;-:
had already started to conquer Europe and
which was certain to be at war with us.

For instance, in Foreign Minister Ribben-

trop’s captured files was found ihis revealing
memo regarding America firster Charles Lind-

bergh: “It is better not Lo mention Lindbergh:
name anvmore. He's more useful to us if we
keep his name out of the press—as he has

askd us wo.”

Anti-Roosevelt Plot

Nuzi offivials have been quite fra -
ing about their operations with Amevicans. Ac-
tually, a statemont attributed vo Loering, pub-
lished two WEeERs ago, that he was reaay
spend 35,000,000 to defcat Roovsevelt an 1940
was an understatement. What Goering really
said, according to U. 5. official no nter-
viewed him, wa it would '.'.'..i'.;\.' ave
spent $150,000,000 to defeat Roosevelt :f he
L\'L.:I.i. hi,i\t_ been :~1.|-:-\' anyv EO0d way o !\'; it.

Another German, Dr. Heribert von
Washington,

lone in Jhe way

volving the late W. R.

I operator, wi wa

s yvears, sold il o the

Germun navy, and who told the Germans he

had four Americans he could use o defeat
Roosevelt in 1940,

The only name on this list Whicn Goering

could remember was that of John L. Lewis

However, other German officials who nad been

in on the halks supplied th
—>enator Burton K. Wheeler of Montanag, Jim
k arley and Herbert Hoover.

Obviously, none of the above had any Ger-
man connection or probably any idea
were to be the tools of a potential cnemy. How-
ever, some of them were careless, (o ay he
least, in the way they played into German

hands.
Wheeler Defends Nazi Agent

Senator Wheeler, for instance, held v
secret conferences to defend George Sylvester
Viereck when on trial for sedition, despite the
fact that Viereck ohviously was zuilty. Wheel-
er also made a speech defending the late Sen-
ator Lundeen, after Lundeen was exposed ol
delivering speeches written for him by a Ger-
man agent,

The ease with which intelligent Americans
fell into the nazi trap is, of course, tomething
they want hushed up now. But the day may
come when the same sort of danger faces ihe
nation and when the public should have an
example before it of what goez on behind the
scenes. That is why Senator Kilgore of West
Virginia is pressing for his investigation,

That is also why those great friends of the
Chicago Tribune—which also fell into the nazi
trap—isolationist republican Senators Curley
Brooks of Ilincis and Wherry of Nebraska,
are trying to kill the Kilgore committee. Even
Senator Scott Lucas of lllinoils, a democrat,
apparently thinks twice about the Tribune and
doecsn’t want Lo vote the committee any real
cash.

Finally, GOP Senator Styles Bridge of New

Hampshire, whose state is anything but iso-
lationist, for sonie strange reason is rying
to strangle the Kilgore investigation. Mavhe

it's because Bridges 1= a buddy of Senato
Wheeler's.

Lewis’ Anti-Roosevelt Speech

While John L. Lewis does not pose as a
international expert, it wouldn't have required
a mental giant to know that oil man Davis was
playing awfully close to the nazis,

Davis was shadowed by (he State Depart-
ment and by British secret service in Ber-
muda and Portugal on hiz way to Berlin in
1939, And when he arrived back in Washing-
ton after his talks with Goering, ¥BI men
covered his apartment at the Mayflower hotel,
Davis told all this to John L. Lewis at the
time, whereupon Lewis picked up the phone,
called Assistant Secretary of State Berle, and
complained at the way Davis was being “sha-
dowed.

Later, Lewis called at Berle's home und dis-
cussed the whole matter with him. Despite vhis,
Lewis stepped squarely into the Davis- Goering
trap to use him to defeat Roosevelt in the 1940
election and allowed Davis to pay his famous
£50.000 radio hook-up in which Lewis urged
laboyr to desert VDI

(Copyright, 1946, by the Bell Syndicate, Ine.)
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ved. tians ¢y play an
! Mrs. S Urwin and fa ng modern girk
ent Sundayv at the state fisheries T he ary of “Ad
Mr. and Mrs. John Rhoden N zed f
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ent M ind Mrs, Joe Hochel I'i L Mitche
imday | leg San 1
M nd Mrs. Cliffton Meisinger | W ma
ind daughta ited in Louisville | wa i
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te of Mrs. Miller. 1o
Bertha Sash called at the home | COnVInc Lo
f her aunt, Mrs. Adam Rentsch- | lsts thi - Mi { 1
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Mr. and M: Clarence Amick| Het ines
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the new Pankonin building, which the whole thing was a g
{15 being remodeled. take. Gable leaves but r
| Mr, and Mrs. Kenneth Heard less than a year to \
and family wvisited Mrs, Heard’s about to become a er, an ‘
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|l“'{;“r"l‘; . ‘ : ) . Iy told in Wamner Bros. §
| Mrs, Stanley Hall and famil; of film  drama, “My  Bepul
[Stella dare wisiting Mrs. Hall's wioh onens Wednesda
’.qutiwl'. Mrs. Sylvia Urwin and Cass theater. Starring .
riill!llf.'. i . ) Qtanw the fil y i -
Glendale had its picnie in the erally excvellent company
city park by the bridge Suniday. Ot -r..: lave: neludine G
| R == Irent. Lucile Watson, W
| Read Journal Want Ads derson, John Ridgely and Es
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1 to march as slaves by Emperor Tilus, a crowd of 3000 Jews proiess
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