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Kevolt of the Suckers

Joseph Curran, president of the
National Maritime Union, is the latest
union leader to join the teadership of
what might be called the Revolt of
the Suckers. Recently CIO President
Philip Murray rebuked the Communists
for their infiltration tactics. Then
Morris Munster resigned as head of
the CIO furniture workers as a protest
against Communist control of his un-
ion. Now Mr. Curran has lashed out
against the same state of affairs in the
NAMU’s higher echelons,.

Mr. Curran spoke in no uncertain
terms. Among other things, he called
the recent NMU elections “one of the
worst machine jobs I have seen.” He
charged the Communists with with-
holding from the membership informa-
tion on the state of their own union.

He accused them of putting para-
sitic followers on the payroll and run-
ning the union into the red, of trying
to make their blessing a prerequisiie
to holding union office, of discrediting
anyone who opposed them, and of
breaking their promise to allow the
rank and file to control the union.

This is substantially the story of
Communist tactics in every union where
they have managed to seize a strong
hold.

It is evident that the Communists
in the labor movement think they're
smart. They have absorbed the Rus-
sian revolutionary technique which em-
phasizes discipline, secrecy, tight or-
ganization and unremitting work. They
obviously believe that the rank and
file can be led or pushed, rallied by
song and slogan, and made to swallow
any preposterous story that suits the
leaders’ purpose, so long as it is told
loudly and often enough.

This may have worked well
encugh in Russia and some other coun-
tries. But here the Communists have
made several bad mistakes, which are
now catching up with them.

They evidently thought that ener-
£¥ was a substitute for resourcefulness,
and that discipline takes the place of
adaptability. They overlooked the
fact that the “dopes” and “suckers”
might succeed in electing some of their
own efficers who wouldn’t forever
come to heel.

Most of all, perhaps, they forgot
that they were up against a different
sort of rank and file. The rank-and-
file American can be pushed Jjust so
far and fooled just so many times.

During the war, when the Com-
munists were lying low, the rank and
file seemed to wise up. Today the
same old line and tactics (and the Com-
munists seem to lack the imagination
to develop new ones) just aren’t going
over. The Revolt of the Suckers is
under way.

Q—H ow old are sound pictures?

A—Twenty vears. They were in-
troduced in August 1926.

Q—What are the “working lan-
guages” of the United Nations?
A—English and French.

Q—How do shoes affect one's
ferry fee when crossing from Rio de
Janeiro to Nictheroy, Brazil?

A—If you are fully shod, vou pay
twice as much as when barefooted—
a concession to laborers.

Q—What is the latest field in
which radar has been tested?

A—DMetecrology. Radar has been
found useful in gauging speed, loca-
tion, extent, direction, and intensity of
thunderstorms within a 100-mile radi-
us,

Clhe WASHINGTON
MERRY - GO-ROUND

Br DREW PEARSON
WASHINGTCN—If all the history of that
fabulous character Andrew Jackson May of
Kentucky and his family were compiled in one
volume, it would make a novel more upbelie-
vable than fiction.

The only other unbelievable thing is that
grown men in the War Department with ihe
responsibility of millions of lives on their shoul-
ders should not have seen through the congress.
man from Kenteuchy long ago. If they had
read past reference to May in the Wasaingion
Merry-Rlo-Round or kept the usual clipping
morgue operated by any efficient newspaper,
they would not today be so red-faced when
called before the Mead commitlee.

But they did not even bother to consult ¥FBI
files or the court records of the Justice De-
partment. instead Secretary of War Patterson
humbly went up to Congressman May's ofiice
when summoned. So did Patterson’s ade, the
present under secretary of war, Biog, Gen.
Kenneth Royall. In Washington, Royall. 1n
Washington, cabinet member or sub-cabinet
members do not ¢all on congressmen; it's he
other way around. Reason why e War De.
partment chiefs groveled belfore May will ve
told later.

Court Record

Before Secretary Patterson entered the Wur
Department, he was a very able judge on ihe
2nd circuit court of appeals. Had ne bothered
to do a little checking on the chalrman of the
military aifairs committee with whom e had
to do so much business, he would have found a
revealing record in the 6th eireuit cours of ap-
peails.

The record would have shown hat May'

brother-in-law and cousin were sent to jail for
relief frauds back in the old civil works admin-
stration days, and .hat May's political machine
burned dewn the county courthouse in Muy's
home town in order to destroy the reliel re-
cords and prevent the conviction., Mattersun
also would have discovered that 14 of May s
friends and political supporters went wu jail
for relief frauds, and that May appeared as
thelr atiorney.

A congressman is not supposed o .ake a
case against the federal government., He i3
paid by the federal government and is supposed
to be the servant of the Tedeval sovernnient.

Therefore, it is a penitentiary oflense tp pro-
fit from handling a case against the Tederal
government. Perhaps the ebullient Andrew

Jackson May got around this on Jhe wechniczl-
ity that lre did not profit. Anyway, he .ppeared

in court snamelessly and brazenly o defend
one of the worst relief frauds in U, 3. history.

Furthermore, if the Mead committee would
dig mnto the files of the Post Office Department
pressure to have the case dropped. He used his
they would find that May exerted all sorts of
intfluence as a congressman in exactly Jhe same
way he did on behalf of the Erie Basin war
profiteers.

Padded Relief Rolis
What happened was that, back in 1934, Har-

ry Hopkins and his CWA staff found that in
May's home town of Prestonburg and he sur-

rounding eounty, 112 per ¢ent of Lhe peaple
were on relief—in other words, more j ple
than were in the county. Mav's indusu

machine, led by his henchmen, Judgze
Stumbo, had even dug up hundreds of
of people later identified as buried :in ihe
cemetery.

May's brother-in-law, J. D. Mayo, a grocer,

was in on the racket. So was his cousin, Curtis
W. May, who ran the Kreuger Baker and Gro-
cery company. Both went to jail. Mrs. Mayo,
wife of May's brother-in-iaw, was in the county
relief committee, while a niece also was cm-
ployed there.

This was how the racket operated.

The county relief committee zave a relief
certificate to an alledged needy person, wha
then took the certificate entitling him o 40
worth of groceries. The grocer gave him ver-
haps 85 In groceries and ecertified that he had
received $40. Then the certificate was sent
CWA headquarters in Louisville at a net pro-
fit of $35, which was usually split between che
grocer and the person on reiief,

The situation was so seandalous that the rov-
ernment discovered 22 sacks of mail sent o
Louisville containng unhandled relicf orders.
In other words, they had merely been Zilled
wut and certified by grocers—including May's
cousin and brother-in-law without even bother-
ing to put the certificates in the hands of al-
Ieged relief recipients,

Since some of the alleged relief recipients
were in the cemetery, this would have been dif
ficult. Others were mountain families who
could not read and write and had io depend
on the county relief committee to fill in ihe
certificates.

After the FBI got into the case, the local
relief c¢rowd burned down the county court
house 1o destroy the evidence, not realizing hat
sufficient records remained in Louisville :o
conviet them. In the end, the zovernment nad
to resort to a mail fraud ecase, since the borus
relief certificates were sent through the mails.
Twenty-seven May henchmen and rvelatives
were indicted, with 16 finally goine to jail, in-
cluding the head of May's machine, Judge
Stumbo.

Note—Reaszon Secretary of War Patterson
and Under Secretary Kenneth Royall were o
obsequious to May was that he was scratching
their backs while they were zcratchine his,
Late in the war, Patterzon, moved heaven and
earth to pass a compulsory labor bill conserin-
ting all labor. May introduced this for him and
pushed it through the House. It was killed in
the Senate.

Royall also has favored more military con.
trol of the atom and May has carried the ball
for him on this. He introduced the May bill
giving major atom control 1o the military and
more recently, has gleefully acquiesced in ihe
sabotage of the Senate’s civilian control bill
by the House military affairs committee.

(Copyright, 1946, by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.)
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