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Neither Fish Nor Fowl

The state department has $13,000,-
000 to spend on its proposed foreign in-
formation service during its first six
months of existence. It has jobs for
some 2600 persons in 62 countries. All
it has to do now is persuade congress
to breathe the breath of life into the
new agency.

Given that, we shall have a perman-
ent successor to the late OWI and or-
fice of inter-American affairs whose ob-
ject, according to Assistant Secretary ol
State Benton, is to give foreign peoples
“a full and fair picture of American life
and of the aims and policies of the Unit-
ed States government.” Its instruments
will include worldwide shortwave
broadcasts and wireless bulletins every
day, newsreels and documentary lilms,
periodicals and such like.

Mr. Benton has said the new agency
has no intention of competing with for-
eign propaganda abroad. He has like-
wise declared that it is not intended to
compete with or supplant existing pri-
vate news services,

Perhaps Mr. Benton 1s wise in making
this explanation, since both foreign
ernment propaganda agencies and noi-
government news services are strongly
established in their opposite fields. Bul
he leaves us with the odd and hesitant
inference that the state departmnt is
going in neither for propaganda nor for
factual news distribution.

Only one thing seems definitely cer-
tain in this tepid declaration of an ex-
pensive project. Most foreign readers
and lookers and listeners are going to
accept the state department’s foreign
information output as slanted American
propaganda. They've been fed too much
government-issue news and views in
the past to believe otherwise.

The state department implies, by its
declaration of this proposed agency's
purpose, that foreign peoples have been
getting an inadequate and unfair pic-
ture of this country, and a distorted 1m-
pression of its government's intentions.

It migh¢ be more realistic if the state
department would cease to disclaim any
propaganda intentions and try to com-
pete with foreign propaganda agencies
as best it could. Or, much better, il
might throw its influence behind the
growing efforts to promote a greater
freedom of the press throughout the
world.

For that world is badly in need of a
free access to news for agencies which
are known and trusted, and which will
give the most straightforward informa-
tion that human frailty and prejudice
will permif. And we doubt that more
government handouts will meet that

Fov-

need.

Q—W hat animals are put in the lead
of caravans?

A—Donkeys or mules. Camels are
pretty stupid and cannot follow a path.

Q—How many refugees found haven
in Switzerland?

A—About 250,000, civilian and mili-
lary.

Q-—What is the population of Nuern-
berg, scene of the German war crimes
trial?

A—430,000 prewar.

Q—Did Austria make airplanes dur-
ing the war?

A—Yes, 12 types of planes and four
types of engines. 3488 Austrian-made
planes were delivered to the Austrian

Air Force. '
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MERRY - GO- ROUND

By DREW PEARSON

WASHINGTCAN—Secretury  of Connnerce
Henry Wallace isn’t taking any chances
being left holdmg the political bag if the Tru-
man administration begins to out with
vhe public.

un
lose

He continues on excellent terms with Tru-
man, but has also embarked on a speech-making
campaign which, while suvpporting most of
Truman s enunciated program, makes it plain
that the ex-vice-president still has
forvthright political mind of his own.

It didn't zet much attention, but
made a signiticant speech at a negro
nity meeting in Washington the other
which drew wide acclain in the negro press—
a segment of the public that Bob Hannegan
has been werried about ever since Mrs. Truman
tossed aside the quesiion of the DAR and Hazel
Scott, wife of the negro congressman, who
was barred from singing i Constivution Hall,

Wallace's next talk will be at a ten-statc
farm meetng in St. Paul on January 11. This
will be Wallace's first farm speech in almosl
two yeass and has more sigmficance than meets
the naked eye. After January, Wallace will
make three or four speeches a monta all ovel

a very
Wallace
frater-

night

the counwry, renewing his contucts with the
hundreds of delegates who vowed for him at
the last democratie convention, at the same

time checking his political fences around the
the nation.

Wallace doesn’t plun to resign from the cab-
inet betore June, and when he does he will go
out les in
pagn wiral congressiuen
i Tliis
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with the

i L

I'ruman's b order 1o cani-

Lt

I'rainan

with
for

LaLd

=ing
Wikl
i

who SUp-

Lypu

prog!
wiele

rt 1. 15
wiakest and
thers b Dreak
administration—unless,

ol Wil-

l‘nl.'

Lruman s

strongest, so Wikl no

Truman

utiless " hilges plans Lo

s

e o tesuly refore congres S i

legisiatton and
Wikl

comme nded
AR

I« ]

a0

1 or

L1 e e o
and i called

=LY su it

lw this beloie

upnosca
will toreod
wiil follow

CUNETUSs
lie
b
hill
the

i Lo which cas
b it

ul

(841

customary practice and
resignation,. Trouble-makers

already

LS 1 vel N

are maneuvering (e puat bhim

Spit.
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When he to New Mexico, Ander-
son had plenty ol time to write, And he turned
out dozens magazine aimed pri-
marily at the Saturday Evening Post. As fast
he sent them to Philadelphia, however, Post
them Anderson collected
of rejection slips and finally
He turned insurance,
and polities, all of which he has

peojile B
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went

oI articles,
s
editors back,
fine assortment
stopped writing,
tle raising

sent

to Cit-
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been eminently successiul.

The other day. however, Anderson got his
revenge. Beavded Forrest Davis of the Satur-
day Evening Post, sometimes nicknamed the
“Missing Link™ dropped in to see Anderson
and offered him a pari-time writing job. He
gail the Saturday Evening Post could s
one article per month from the secretary of

argriculture, and offered a very juicy fee

But the secretmry of agriculture. now one
of the busiest men in Washington, said he had
no time lo write, He gave the Saturday Eve-

ninyg Post a “rejection slip”

NOTE- the bhest pieces of literature
written Washington official in
months was Secretary Anderson’s guest column
for Washington Merryv-Go-Round  last
in which he found tine to express
the hope that some of the neighborly hahbits
of the war, such as car pools and victory gard-

of his own,
Onie ol
by any recent
|1|"
summer,

cits, might be eontinned in times of peace.

Byrues Vs. Leahy

Jimmy Byrnes' most vigorous critic inside
the white honse is now presidential Chier of
Staft Adm. William Leahy.

When Leahy vead the final text of the Mos-
cow communigue, he hit the eeiling. He then
burned the midnight oil writing a blunt anal-
vsis of the Moscow decigions for the pesident,
He even went far as to reseribg Byrne's
Moscow agreemoent a “veritable Ila;lirh."
He alsh took occasgion in the same white house
INEnio tor the complete
breakdown of liaison between the white house
and the state department.

g0
as
chastise

(88} vrnes

Actually the decisions at Moscow now layve
Trunun's blessing. Both Traman and Byrnes,
who had been irvitated at each other for weeks.
held a love fest aboard the 8. S. Williamshurg,
Truman's privale yiacht, during the New Year
week end when Truman agreed thal Byrnes
had taken the only reasonable course wilh
the Hussians and British in the soviet capital.

Admiral Leahy now saying that Byrnes
otrying (o have him ousted from ithe while
house, which may true. Actually, Leahy
has Tong wanfed to retire and has talked l
Truman ahont doing so. Each Ltime, howevep,
the president has urged him 1o stay on. Now
the admiral is so npset over our relations with
Russia that he would probably like (o remain
until they are ironed out,

State Department Sabotage

A significant off-the-record meeting tonk
place in the state department shortly after
President Truman aniiounced his plan to hring
European refugees into the United States by
filling up immigration quotas during the re-
mainder of the fiscal yvear.

The meeting consisted of members of the
state department’s visa office aud, although
it wasn’t said so in these exact words, nef re-
sult of the session was to sabotage the prési.
dent’s plan for admitfing refugecs. - -

The state  department ; -officials  decided:
(1) That they did poj bave enon
handle moye Duigration visas: (29
Mould haye to .ul.-J._lu-._t;lll_{._l_’z_llQ firs¢, 0
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In 1946; Must Fill World’s Orders
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Notes on
Nebraska Farming

Carrier Telephones

New equipment devised by en-
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® EDSON’S WASHINGTON COLUMM

BY PETER EDSON
NEA Washington Correspondent

ASHINGTON, D. C—The lineup of the new, bigger &ha

State Department organization is gradually emerging under As
sistant Secretary in Charge of Administration Donald Pussell fte-
merly of Spartanburg, S. C., where he was a junior law pariner 1o
Secretary Byrnes.

Late in January the department will go before
Congress with estimates of what It's going 1o tuke
to run a modern office of international aifun
working as energetically for peace as it worked
for war. Tentatively, the blueprint will
bhow an expanded Foreign Service, an Increic-
ingly important division of economic affairs, ncw
information and intelligence divisions will be fitted
into the purely political divisions 'h have

ettt

er

the past done most of the U 8. goverament’s busi-
ness with foreign countries,
Because a lot of new jobs have b
its lap, the Department of State, 1 19
had less than 4700 employes and in 1945 had 10600 employes, will
for the fiscal year 1947, require at least 15,000 employes, maybe mor
Its budget, which in 1939 was 18 million dollars and in 1946 was 7
million dollars, will, for fiscal 1947, be in the neighborhood of 135
million dollars.
SO?\‘IE of the things that have been found unco-ordinated about
State Department are almost unbelievable, For instance, it
found that cables coming into the department from all over the 1
might be referred to 127 different oflice Messages to (
code and decode and deliver, and no wender some got lost. The de-
partment was 30 days behind in its duplicatin g
were in terrible shape. Employes weren't getling I nd
their War Bonds weren’t delivered.
Gradually, some of these things are being corrected The nuw
of offices getting cables has been cut 10 17 A new messa Cl
has been set up under three young Army officers who ran messaze
centers for General Eisenhower and know the mmporlance of specd
in coding, decoding and delivery. Borrowing printing facilities fiom
other agencies, the duplicating work is being caugit up
payrolls. And any day now, all the eccnomic functions will by
into one building or one gent ‘al arca
THJ’\TS principally what re vgamzation of the State D 1
is going to amount 1o, It i o't going to be any ¢ 1 1
of evervbody all at the same ime
Decision has nol been mace on how the ¢ivilan gavernm
aanization will be set up to repla litary government in Ge
This is a temporary job.  Eventually it will be liguidated,
the remaining funetions of the Foreign Economic Adr 1 .
posal of \l‘ll:‘_“ pioperty overseas and some of the
done by the overseas Oifice of ation, O [ Inter-
American Aflairs and Office of ice
Mrs. Willkie lviakes Appeai ior
. P = 1
Viemorial Lancer Lenier Lainpaign
| k
Mrs, Wendell Willkie recenc- ®1Y Hine peisol b wiese Ll
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fund ecampaign in a statement! ey gniess can "
Lo Lhe press She had. previcusly | Ui cOntrol
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orial cancer center to attain its| memoral cancer cenle i
goal o1 4,000,000 sne sald, | cancer wiln eve ]
“Memorials program oifers|cy. AT du iin 1 114
hope for the evenwnal controi! source L ha n el
Ol cancer, our most dreaded dis-| is LaIsilig > TTRT i
case. This hope which is .\_.:,‘]it- | ainta i Ce
15 Jound I1m  memorial ¢ “Tuul | LHougn  and I et -
fronts™ of cancer reatinent, el o expang and
cancer research, cancer preven-|action its CXLENEIVEe program,.
tion and ecance: teaching “One ol the most im)
young specialists who will L".uz;\'li'-.-;ui.‘lg- of this wvital ca i
Memorial's techniques all over!of merey,” Mrs. Willlsi
the world, Memorial is more| Vis the training of u
international. It is a symbol mlu-r specialists in thie lat
our realization that we are One|techniques of cancer diag
World. Not only am 1 contribu-| and treatment. Speciali &
ting, but I am personally asking|uated at Memorial have alread
my friends to do so,” she .'ulm-‘i.l gone into twenwv-fou
Mrs, Willkie sald she had| and twenty foreizxn
made a list of those =he ex-!But what is needed is hundres
pects ot join her in support of more just like them. able 1o
memorial  cancer center. The | diagnose cevery bipe of canc
center i1s at 444 East 65th|capable of organizine and
Street, New York 21, New | ecting  cancer clinics, reads
York, and when completed willl practice and brinr relief to
cover an entire block. cer sufferers in  conumuni
“With the start of another| where such facilities do not
| vear, it is heartening to Kknow!ist. Memorial cancer cente:
that memoiral cancer center, |twenty years, has been train
the largest in the world, pro-|cancer snecialists in associatio
vides real hope for the event-|with Cornell Universitv. The
nal control of cancer,” Mrs. | who know these fovt il aeres
Willkie =said. “Cancer is the|with me, I am stre. that it
first cause of death among wo-/a public responsibility 1 13
men between the ages of I'..'1:|mr[ a campaign of such inter-
and H5. It kills one out of ev-inational importance.”

CURIOUS WORLD
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Ey William Ferguson

(N 194 ... T 15 ESTIMATED THAT

SS9, 000, 000 PERSONS
IN THE UNITED STATES TOOK TRIPS
IN 16,000, 000 AUTOMOBILES
AND SPENT $ &,000, 000, 000
ON GASOLINE, REPAIRS, LODSING
AND OTHER TRAVELING INCIDENTALS.
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