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Wi AT FOA ® EDSON'S WASHINGTON COLUMN

BY PETER EDSON
NEA Washingion Correspondent

S. ARMY AIR FORCES TACTICAL TRAINING CENTER, OR-

* LANDO, Fla.—Most of the air failures of the present war have
been logistic, say the experts at this AAF brain center.

They mention this fact in pointing with something of a red face to
the tons of material piled up in Europe today—stuff that has become |
r e 0bsolete since the time it was ordered. The reason
for these surpluses is simply that the planes for
which these supplies were ordered became obsolete
before the supplies could be consumed.

So swift has been the technical advance ef
military aircraft that at this very moment the
logisticians are faced with the possibility that the
internal combustion engine may be obsolete for
aircraft of the future if the gas turbine, or jet-
propelled engine, lives up to its present promisg.
No one can today give an exact answer to this
probability, but it emphasizes what procurement
Edson men are up against.

ECAUSE there were no experience data on airplane performance in

desert, amphibious, arctic and high altitude warfare, there have
been no guidebooks on which supply officers could base their require=-
ments estimates, Only in the last few weeks have the experts been
able to compile what they might call a “logistical bible,” bringing
together all the experience in air supply for this war. It is still a
highly imperfect document, subject to numerous and frequent changes.
But it is a start at making a handbook for one of the newest branches
of military science.

Ordering up for an air war begins with the planes. It is a surprising
and sad fact that up to this point in the war perhaps not more than
one out of every five planes produced is in action on the front. Training
in the Unit~d States requires many, planes undergoing repair or
maintenance accounts for athers, planes in transit or reserve number
many more. Planes actually lost in combat checks off half the total
1In some categories.
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Our Debt To Washington

Perhaps there are too many marble busts and equestrian |
statues of George Washington. He has become too much|
of & name and an image to be revered impersonally and then |
forgotten except when he is occasionally quoted, without too
much regard tor literal accuracy, on the subject of entangling
alliances.

Lancoln seems likely to replace him as the great national |
hero—Lincoln, more human in his greatness and less remote!
in warmth as well as in time. And of Washington's contem-
poraries, the brilliant and versatile Jefferson has lately arisen
to capture the public fancy, :

Washington was neither brilliant nor of engaging person-|
ality. He was reserved and a trifle slow. But though he ma}"=
not inspire today's poets and playwrights, he was, from the

OMES make up from 6 to 21 per cent of Air Force supplies by

weight, but the cne big item is gasoline, which is 60 per cent of
the supply problem by weight. It was only last September that the
supply of aviation gas became greater than the demand. Production
in March of this year is estmated at only 50.000 barrels a day above
requirements, but this margin has been obtained only by taking a
biz allotment of butylene from the synthetic rubber industry and by
reducing the grade of the gasoline from 140 to 130.

Throwing around all these supplies—2% tons per day per plane—
takes manpower and the supply of that is something of a problem,
ton. A rule of thumb is two and a half men on the ground for every
man in the sir st a base, but this only begins to tell the story. In
certain Pacific operations last vear, to keep 450 men in the air required
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