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Prized Decoration Awarded

For Heroism Above Duty

It is in Jamuary of 1942 and Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s
heroic defenders of the Philippines, outnumbered and out-

rugged, forested Bataan.

_ In the General’s infantry'is 2nd-Lt. Alexander R. Nin-
inger Jr., of Fort Lauderdaie, Fla., who distinguishes him-
self time after time in hand-to-hand combat with the enemy,

groups bgfore being killed himself on

Cross, or the Distinguished Service
Medal. The Act of July 2, 1926,
provided the same payment for the
Distinguished Flying Cross and the
Soldier's Medal. These five are the
only decorations for which exira
compensation is provided.

The congressional restrictions of
July, 1918, brought about a measur-
able decrease in the number of
awards of the Medal of Honor pre-
sented for service in the First World
war. In the 19 months of Ameri-
can participation, only 101 medals
were presented, six of them to un-
known soldiers. However, a still
greater decrease may be noted in
the present conflict. The United
States has been at war more than
28 months and only 40 Medals of
Honor have been won by army per-
sonnel.

Of the two Medals of Honor
awarded for services performed not
in battle, one went to Capt. Charles
A. Lindbergh in 1927 for his flight
across the Atlantic, and the other
to Maj. Gen. Adolphus W. Greeley
in 1935 “for his life of splendid pub-
liec service.””

Recipients of the medal in the
present war include:

First Lieut. Willibald C. Bianchi,
infantry (Philippine Scouts), New
Ulm, Minn. Born: New Ulm. In
the defense of Bataan on February
3, 1942, he silenced a machine gun
nest, then mounted a tank, manned
its gun and fired into strongly forti-
fied enemy positions. He was
wounded three times in the engage-
ment. Date of award: February
25, 1942, Now a prisoner of war in
the Philippines.

Capt. Harl Pease Jr., air corps,
Plymouth, N. H. Born: Plymouth.
Flying a plane he knew to have
been declared unserviceable for
combat, he accompanied his squad-
ron on a bombing mission over
Rabaul, New Britain, August 7,
1942, When the formation was at-
tacked by enemy fighter planes be-
fore reaching the target, he bore
the brunt of the attack with his
plane, destroying several Zeros.

base,” hisTplane was lost. He is
missing in,action, Date of award:
October 28,-1942,

Technician Fifth Grade Lewis
Hal,  infantry, Columbus, Ohio.
Born:* Bloom. XKilled in action
against the Japanese on Guadal.
canal January 10, 1943. His ma-
chine gun emplacement endangered
in an attack by a superior number
of the enemy, one of his men killed
and ancother wounded, he was or-
dered to withdraw. He refused, took
up the idle gun with another scldier
who went to his support, opened fire
and; inflicted heavy casualties upon
the ‘enemy before he was killed.
Date of award: April 7, 1943,

First Lieut. Jack W. Mathis, air
| corps, San Angelo, Texas. Born:
tSan Angelo. in action over
Vegesack, Germany, March 18,
1943. Mortally wounded, be dragged
himself to his bomb =ight, released
his bombs, then died at his post of
duty. As leading bombardier of his
squadron, the success of the mission
depended upon his action. Date of
award: June 8, 1943.

Sergt. Maynard H. Smifth, atr
eorps, Caro, Mich. Born: Caro.
Sergeant Smith saved a bomber and
members of its crew who remained
aboard when fire broke out in the
plane on its return from a bombing
mission over enemy-occupied Eu-
rope, May 1, 1943. He tossed ex-
ploding ammunition from the air-
craft, extinguished the flames, and
administered first aid to an injured
crew member, Date of award::
June 8, 1543. |

Pvt. Joe P. Martinez, infantry,
Ault, Colo. Borm: Taos, N. M.-
Killed in action against the enemy.
on Attu, Aleutian Islands, on May,
26, 1943. When American attacks
on Japanese positions faltered in
the face of machine gun, rifle and
mortar fire, he rose and continued
the advance. His comrades faol-
lowed, and the main Holtz Bay-Chi-
cagof Harbor Pass was captured.
Private Martinez was mortally
wounded while pouring automatie
rifie fire into an enemy-occupied’
li;ggch. Date of award: October 4,

. {

Tech. Sergt. Charles E. Kelly, in-
fantry, Pittsburgh, Pa,. Born: Pitts.
burgh. On September 13, 1943, as
a private first class, he voluntarily
joined a patrol near Altavilla, Italy, .
and located and neutralized enemy
gun positions. Again voluntarily, he'
made his way under intense fire to
a hill a mile away, reporting upon
his return that it was held by the
enemy. Joining another patrol, he
assisted in putting two machine
guns out of action, exhausting his
ammunition. He found an ammuni-
tion dump under enemy fire, and
joined in its defense. He protected
his assigned position all night and
held off an enemy detachment the
next day to cover the withdrawal

Again attacked while returning to

of his detachment., Date of award:
February 8, 1944, -

Funeral Thorsday
the Callahan chureh.
od account ol his life will appear
a later edition.
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ALL OUT
FOR VICTORY

The government is asking youn
to store your winter supply
of Coal NOW to save trans-

portation for war material
later on. So see us now for
your next Winter's Coal

E. J. RICHEY

Lumber — Coal Phone 128
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Mrs. Emma Rawalt presented her
f;ighth grade graduates. No special
laward was given. The pupils receiv-
ing an average of 961 were: Mar-
garet Tefft, Bill Wolph, Mrel Hen-
nings and Clara Jane Ruhga.

Plans werg

|
vrs scholarship was given to Eva
The Holy Trinity Guild held their | Mue Lingle and the church school

A community pienic was held Fri- |

sonal interest in the family being
served and see that every detail
perfectly carried out. Our efforts ap-
proach the sympathetic and under-
standing service one might expect
from close friends or relatives,

BACK THE ATTACK WITH BONDS ;
I

FARM LOANS

at 4%

NO Service Charge
NO Commission
NO Stock to Buy

SEE

RLSDAD

-:FLORAL ORDERS CARED FOR:-

CALDWELL
MORTUAR

702 Ave. “B* Phone 13
PLATTSMOUTH - NEBRASKA

AMBULANCE SERVICE

e hm B

Pl g

Growing Mash on track this
week, if the rail road gets
it to us. Also a car of Lin-
seed or Pellets, and a car
of Soybean pellets, the last
of this week or the first of
next. So see us for your

needs in the feed line.
cuaamm

PLATTSMOUTH
CREAMERY

Home of CASCO Butter
Lower Main S!.' Phone 94

6611 Spencer St.
Phone Glendale 5555

Omaha

HOUSEHOLD
GOODS
INSURANCE

SPECIAL

$1.00

()
.
“»
'~
oo
e
=
.~ |
— - |
-

2 Ladies’ 2-piece
M nannish suits,
B Viens 3-piece suit,
iSpring coat, Top

coat or Hats for

Household goods are
expensive and hard
to replace now. Have

you enough insurance
to protect you from a

heavy loss if fire or
wind should destroy or
damage your home ? ?

Insure Today
With

| No pastel shades or
| ladies dresses included
| on special

§ Lugsch Cleaners

429 Main St.

Phone 164




