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Some of the Important Events of the Pioneer Days
of Richardson County and Southeast Nebraska, as
remembered by the writer, who has spent fifty-

one years here.

The Election Tragedy and After.

The Meek-Davis murder produced
a state of tension between the people
of Rulo and Falls City that bid fair
to end in a general pitched battle.
Both sides were in a boiling rage and
threats of dire vengeance were indulg-
ed in everywhere, No further viol-
ence however occurred, but when
the result of the election was officially
declared and it was found that Falls
City and Rulo were the two highest
on the poll, and that the final strug-
gle for the much coveted prize, the
seat of guw:‘unfvnl of the county,
must be fought out between those two
towns, nothing all-

less than an

around western mix-up in a free-for-all|

fight was expected at the next elec-
tion, then soon to be held.

It is said there is but a step from
the sublime to the ridiculous, and
similarly, that tragedy and comedy
are equally near neighbors, in fact
they are so intimately blended in the
lives of men that if eliminated—sup-
posing that to be possible—nothing
is left. Something of the truth of
these ethical postulates was demon-
strated in the subsequent develop-
ments following the bloody denoue-
ment of the 16th of April in the hotel
Minnick, We of the prairie town
were certain that Rulo would besiege
us with her whole fighting population,
and to prepare for the anticipated
attack an edict went forth that every-
body with his gun meet in the old
“Broad Axe” office at a given time
to take stock of our resources in the
way of fighting men, guns, ammuni-
tion, and other war like material.
The meeting was held as advertised,
reminding me of the stories I had
heard and read of the gathering of
the clans in the highlands of old Scot-
land for war or defense, when the
ery of the clouted gillie _went forth
“Dinna ye hear the slogan?" answer-
ing to the war tocsin of their more civ-
ilized neighbors south of the Tweed,
and at an early hour in the evening
the whole of the able bodied male
population of our little burg were on
hand in full fighting panoply. |
have a strong suspician that we pre-
sented a comical appearance, though
a more earnest and determined set
of fellows were never assembled to
devise ways and means to meet a
threatened hostile attack from an en-
emy. Among them was a long, slim
warrior who looked like he had
started to grow in one direction and
had suddenly changed his mind and
took another track, and continued
to vacillate in his building plans, till
his altitude of six feet some was at-
tained, when a line drawn from his
place on the ground to the top of his
head in the upper air, would have
cut him in two at least twice, stalk-
ed into out midst carrying the longest
gun 1 ever saw, and signified his
readiness for business whenever
“shootin’ commenced.” This may
be a slight exaggeration, but it is in
the experience of everyone that a
very tall tree, or one that is gnarled
or misshapen, will attract more atten-
tion than a hundred straight, trim
made denizens of the forest, and that
an attempt to describe one of such, a
long time after, is usually attended
with much that is faulty in matters
of detail. This is doubtless true of
my remembrance of the man with the
long gun, but as he is still in both
the flesh and the country, if he hap-
pens to see this, and is disposed to
demur at my description, I will, if he
suggests the propriety, take a kink
or two out of his body as pictured
bere. 1 have little doubt but, that in
common with the other fellows who
composed that council of war, 1 was
as much an object of ridicule as any
of them, and that as a whole, view-
ed from this distant standpoint, we
were engaged in an enterprise, the
absurdity of which would be diffi-
cult to overstate. The truth of the
matter is, we were pretty badly
gcared and so were the people of
Rulo; and that was what saved both
towns from making greater fools of
themselves than they did, and that
is not saying much either.

-The time for tragedy however, had
passed, and the time for comedy had
arrived, but it was a long time be-
fore the actors themselves knew what
a roaring farce they had been playing.
Well, the county commissioners call-
ed the last of the series of elections
provided for the locating of the coun-
ty seat, and fixed the time early in
May following. The result of the
last election put the final contest be-
tween Falls City and Rulo, and as we
were looking for another kind of war
as well, the situation was interesting
,n more respects than one. The day
came but the hostile army from Rulo
failed to put in an appearance, but
instead there came one of the smooth-
est, brightest, best dressed young men
to be found anywhere who, ‘instead
of being a walking arsenal as most
fellows of his kind were about that

time,
Kind,

his gene

wus  without arms of any

and as affable and polite in
French-
man, or two Frenchmen for that mat-
ter,

ral demeanor as a
was assiduous in his atten-
tion to our principal judge of election
Jim Buchanan; so much so that when
| the board of election adjourned for
| dinner Buchanan invited the Rulo ex-
| quisite to partake of the mid-day
im--ul with him at his house, over
where Ben Poteet now lives.

The invitation was very graciously
accepted, and Buchanan, carrying the
ballot box with him for greater pro-
tection and to prevent unlawful inter-
ference with it and its contents,
along with the young emissary from
Rulo, went over home and in due
time returned and the election went
on in peace and quiet. Word had
been passed at our poll that no man
be allowed to vote unless his legal
right to do so was known and unques-
tioned. We knew that Rulo was pre-
paring to vote evervbody, and would
scruple at nothing to swell her vote,
and we were determined that our
poll should show nothing but an ab-
solutely legal tally sheet. There was
no disturbance of any kind during the

and

an again took the ballot box and
Rulo vigitor home with
per.

the
him for sup-

It was not believed that a single
Rulo vote had been cast at our poll |
besides that of the polite young man

3 for
day but it was remarked that I}ut'llan-;

—

Adding that number to the thirty-five
illegal votes put in the ballot box at
Falls City as already stated, and sub-
tracting the amount nominally cast
for Rulo,it gave Falls City a majority
of the legal at that elec-
tion and so made her the permanent
county seat, and
| ever since,

| E. S. Dundy, Aug. Schoenheit,—
who had temporarily located at Falls

votes cast

she has been such

City—and myself, represented Falls
City, while certain local talent at
Rulo, and one or iwo lawyers from
Missouri and Kansas, looked after

the interests of Rulo. It was a fair
| stand up fight, and the truth as ascer-
[ tained and declared by the court, was
|acquiesced in by both sides, and the

long drawn out siruggle was ended
forever,
The actors in that drama of the

long ago have nearly all passed over
the river, while those who remain
are in the “sere and yellow leaf,”
few in number and to become fewer
every year. Many of these people,
and they were excellent people too,
went all through the rest of their lives
under the impression thdt the people
of Falls City had robbed them of
something of their own; deprived then
of an advantage that of right belon-
ed to their particular town or section.
The poll, before it was scrutinized
in a searching, judicial examination,
showed prima facie, that their town
had a majority, and that was enough
them. Many errors are older
than theirs and have been cherished
with the same unreasoning and dog-
ged presistence time out of mind,
and ‘it is not at all certain that their
votaries are any the worse or hetter
on that account. The fact is, there
are people everywhere who are so

from Rulo, but to the utter astonish--|
ment of everybody the count of the
ballots showed that of the one hun-|
dred and thirty cast, Rulo had re-'
ceived thirty-five and Falls City the
balance, about ninety-five. That a
fraud had been committed was plain
to everybody, and the modus of its
commission was also plain—the ballot
box had been stuffed, and at Buchan-
an's house. The Falls City ballots
were printed but the Rulo ballots
found in the box were in writing and
it was afterward proven that every-
one of them were in the hand-writing
of the young man from Rulo. He
and Buchanan had abstracted thirty-
five Falls City ballots and substitut-
ed therefor the same number of Ru-
lo ballots. All this was established
to the satisfaction of the court in the
contest that followed. Just what he
paid Buchanan for hi§ fraud and
treachery was never known. But the
country got too hot for Buchanan and
he made himself scarce.

In after years it was learned that
Buchanan went to the state of Ore-
gon and for some pleasantry of his
of a felonious nature the authorities
over there gave him a berth in the
states prisor for a term of years
and that was the last we ever heard
of him. It was the boldest piece of
rascality 1 ever knew or heard of,
and so transparent that the dullest
mind could comprehend it in all its
very simple details. In the trigl, we
called every man who voted at llwi

oath how he voted, and in every in-
stance, except one as above stated, |
each voter answered that he
cast his vote for Falls City.
tled the guestion of fraud, the way it
was committed, and the men who did
it, as it was proved that nobody had
access to the ballot box out of the
presence of the other members,

man from Rulo.

In the last and final election
were determined that no fraud
sharp praetice of any kind should be
indulged in to carry it, as we were

we
or

would give Falls City the majority;

examination that was made necessary
by the conduct of our opponents,
they were not able to prove a single
instance of illegal voting on behalf
of Falls City, or any of its friends.
It was not so with the opposition.
We proved by its poll list that at
the general territorial election
fall before, that Rulo only polled six-
ty-five votes, while at the
seat election, that occurred some four
or five months afterwards, the poll
list showed that 226 men had voted
thereat and nearly, if not all of them
were cast for Rulo.

That could not be an honest poll,
for Rulo had no such number of vot-
ers. There were some who had not
voted the fall before, but voted at
the last election, Their number was
not considerable and the names
of each were easily identified.
We took the poll book for the
fall election and compared it with the
last, and in that way and by other
evidence at our command fixed the
gtatus of every 'voter. The thing to
do then was to locate the illegal
voters and establish the fact that
they did vote at Rulo, and how they
voted. It was a tedious job, but we
went at it in a systematic way and
succeeded in finding the men in Mis-
souri and Kaneas, to the number of

Falls City poll and had him tell under |
had |

That set-|

exX- |
cept Buchanan and the smooth young |

satisfied that a fair poll of the people |

and on the final test in the judicial

constituted that they will sit down
quietly and comfortably-and love a lle.
Most of such people like to tell one
too., The liur and the tale-bearer are
the worst scourges of civilized society
but like other social afflictions, as
well as physical diseases, they have
to be endured as part of the burdens
of this life,

There was no wrong done anybody
by the result of the election contest
mentioned, and the - reflecting, fair-
minded men among our friends
in the east end of the county, after
the chagrin of the moment had worn
away, were manly enough to acknow-
ledge it,

Had Rulo been successful it could
not have retained the seat of govern-
ment for long, and for obvious rea-
sons—the reasons in fact that de-
feated it, the controlling one of which
was location. It was in the extreme
southeastern corner of the county,
and to reach it the people in the west-
ern end would have to travel forty
miles or thereabouts, and that incon-
venience, not to say hardship, could
not be tolerated, and so they voted
pretty unanimously for Falls City.

125, and proved by ecach one that|is alw ays a perfectly organized lu‘ul_v.l
° ° lhe voted at Rulo at the May county |that never dissolves. Like any other
Remlnlscences Of a wanarer seat clection, and voted for Rulo.|8ssembly it adjourns at stated per-

[lods, but it I8 susceptible of conven-
[ton at a moment's notice and can

I resume  Its functions without a sin-
gle preliminary act, Every hour
since high noon on the 30th day of

[ April, 1780, when the senate created
|l‘_\ the constitution first organized for
body in ex.
|istence ready for official action, It
|18 the one branch of the government
| that

nevor

| business, that has been

of eommission,
as a legal but
from year to year is always the same
ready-made governing body, full and
complete, and endowed with eternal
life,

uever goes out

COnses body,

Every two years one-hird only of
its numbers go out of office, but no
accident or revolution can ever de-

prive the senate of power to act offi-
clally, as, two-thirds eof its members
are always in office, and this, the
strongest and greatest of all the offi-
cial trinity of the great republic, is
thus forever on the watch-tower, there
to remain ceaseleds and eternal, while
time, or the government itself shall
endure,

The constitutional mode of electing
memberg of the senate is confessed-
ly the best, and besides the unhallow-
e¢d hands of the demagogue must be
kept off the fundamental law, Matter
purely administrative may without
danger be added to that instrument,
but principles of constructive govern-
mental framework, necessitating a
change in the general scheme of the
authors of the constitution,should not,
and 1 don’t believe ever will be, incor-
porated into it, for when innovation
commences no one can tell where it
will end. ““Tonch not Carthago."

QB
0"? ght 1907 by Outeanlt :ivmhl' Co., Chge

July 30, 1909.
Dear friend:

You can tell good
coffee by the smell.
Continental Coffee
smells fine. It makes

Notwithstanding, those {roublous
days threw their dark shadows far
into the future and militated against
the material development of the coun-
try to a greater extent than most
people are aware of. For one thing,

it defeated Judge Dundy for the Unit- |

ed States Senate in 1866, when in
anticipation of the admission of the
state two senators were elected, and

| were seated in the followingMarch .muii

| who were about as poor excuses for

this or any other state
| has ever had. Dundy would have
| done this city and county material
good, for he was a man of eminent
lability and force of character, while

[the men who were elected possessed

| senators as

| neither.
They were excellent men in their
way, but the senate of the United

| States is no place for the nmdim’-rln
land those gentlemen were misplaced
in that body.

The mass of the people have a
very imperfect idea of what the sen-
ate really is, and hence the flippant
| manner of speaking of it, indulged in
| by some of their loudest and most
gsenseless talkers. To describe it
‘t(ermely and comprehensively it is suf-
| ficient to say that the senate of the
| United States, is the United States—
a body that by positive constitutional

the | grant possesses the powers of every |

| department of the government—the

last county | executive, judicial, and legislal.ive-—].

and though clothed with those func-
tional powers only in a limited degree
it yet has been sufficient to consti-
tute it the balance wheel of the gov-
ernment and the sheet-anchor of its
hope. Besides, it is the only branch
of the government—the real acting
governmental agency—that never ce-
ases to exist., Every two years the
house of representatives dissolves by
limitations and goes out of existence,
[and every four years the chief execu-
[tive step from his high place as one
| of the rulers of the nations, to surren
|der it to another selected. in lawful
| manner, and between the moment of
1la.yim.z down the scepter of power by
Ithe outgoing president, and the tak-
ling it up by the incoming one, there
!oc{:urs, through imperceptible to the
senses, an infinitesimal period of
time when there is no president in
office, and an actual interregnum ob-
tains. Not so with the senate. It

you feel good whenever
you drink it. ©Papa

'says Continental Cof-
fee costs 20 cents a

| pound .

Bad coffee makes you
feel bad all day. ‘Con-
'tinental Coffee smells
'so good that I beg
mama to let me drink

| £% Your friendd
! JACOB.
| P. S. You can get

Continental Coffee and
'everything to eat-

'nice and fresh, at
|

Schmitt’s

i Grocery Store

Excursion Rates
Everywhere

It is impossible to present a detailed list of the attractive excur-
cursion rates now in effect.

You Can Go East on daily low rates to Atlantic cities and re-
sorts; every day rates to Wisconsin, Michigan and Canadian resorts,
and for the celebrated tour of the lakes.

Yon Can Go West. There are very attractive rates eyery day
to Colorado, Yellowstone Park, Seattle, California, Black Hills, Hot
Springs; homeseekers' rates every first and third Tunesdays every-
where west. Inquire about the personally conducted camping tours
from Cody into the Yeliowstone Park.

See Your Own Country. Between America's prosperity and
low railroad rates there is every reason why you should join the
great summer travel throng,

E. (. Wairrorp, Ticket Agent,

L. W. Wakerey, G. P, A, Omaha.

Burnoton!|

Route

FARMERS

YOU BETTER HURRY

and get one of our DEERING BINDERS with
which to cut your grain this year., It needs
no expert to run it. Just try one and be con-
vinced. We are really too busy to write an
ad, but will say this: That you are welcome
any time at our place of business, and we can
show you some of the most UP-TO-DATE
BUGGIES and SURRIES in town. Remember
we lead them all.

Call and see our engines, Cream Separa~-
rators, Hay Tools, Plow Goods and Manure
Spreader, in fact, everything in the implement
line. It will pay you to get our prices.

Call and seeus bafore you buy

WERNER-MOSIMAN & CO.

Special Chautauqua Sale
of Fancy China

We will make special prices on all our Fancy China, and
have some of the stock displayed in our south window
with the regular and special prices. We have the

Largest Stock of Cut Glass, Fancy China
and Dinnerware

in the county, and a full stock of good Groceries and
Fruits at

Chas. M. Wilson’s

| New
| Stationery

| Just Received

All snappy designs and of
excellent quality. These are

regular 35c and 50c boxes.
We have them on sale for

two weeks only at

25¢ a box

Better get one before they

are gone, at

| M°Millan’s
- Pharmacy
| Opposite Postoffice  Falls City, Neb.

Seasonable Suggestions
To be Found Here:

Lowe Bros.” Paint
Pittsburgh Electrically Welded Fencing

Fishing Tackle and Sporting Goods
Alaska and White Frost Refrigerators
Call Our Tinner Before the Spring Rains

J. C. TANNER

'Falls City Nebraska
Plumbing Hardware

s

We have an Expert Tinner
Plumber and Furnane Man

FALLS CITY CHAUTAUQUA

JULY 24th to August Ist




