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Reminiscences of a Wayfarer 
Some of the Important Events of the Pioneer Days 
of Richardson County and Southeast Nebraska, as 

remembered by the writer, who has spent fifty- 
one years here. 

KI I.O AS I SAW IT I'll IA YKAIiS 

AtiO. 

Havingconcluded to stop over 

and see the town, we went out 

on the street to begin the rounds. 

1 think this statement needs 

some explanation, for if step 
ping into the immensity <d 

all out doors, means going out 

on the street, we certainly did 

that. There was nothing in 

sight to indicate the existence 

of a street or alley or other mu 

nicipal thoroughfare, in the 

whole village, unless the spaces 
between the houses were such, 
in which case, a> the houses 
seemed to have fallen out among 

themselves, and to have set up 
in separate territory of their 

own, the town must have eon- 

.-tinted of nearly all streets, 
which of course, could not be. 
Crass grew everywhere, except 
in the traveled paths made lit re 

and there, by foot passengers, 
among the dwellings and places 
of business. There was certain- 
ly enough of such highways, 
and as no two of Hie houses 
were built within fifty feet of 
each other, the foot paths 
branched off in all directions, 
and in all shapes from a straight 
line in places to u hidings in and 
out like the trail of a snake in a 

dust\ road. We first visited a 

store kept by Martin A Molds 

bery. The senior member ol 
the timi was i Canadian French- 
man. while his partner was the 
same Frank (Ioldsbery, who not 

long ago resided in Falls City 
and is remembered by most ol 
its present residents. Several 

years ago he removed to I-os 

Angeles, ('at., and has since de 
ceased. I knew him intimately 
and well » very year from that 
time till he left Nebraska for 
the Pacific coast. The next pri- 
son I remember to have seen 

that day was Mr. A. 1). Kirk, a 

lawyer by profession and one 

ot the early settlers ol Kichard 
son County, lie was one of its 

representatives in the first ter 

ritoria I legislature, held at t him 

ha in the u inter ol ish,*. Mr. 
Kirk had his office in the store 
of his brother in law. (Ioldsbery. 
though from the surroundings I 
was not impressed with the no 

tion that his law bu-iness was 

very extensive At the same 

place I a Iso met a ot her man ot 
the law named Woodtin. He 
had been in Kansas during the! 
ear y roubles down there, and 
I v. as a a, s' n\ to perceive that 
ins sy apathies a ere not with I 
tii v, u a if I in uiak Kan 
>;is a i ee -tati'. I a tact lie w as I 

extremely biller in his r ihv- 
tions on that class of men, cull- 
ing them Dunites and o l h e r 

ii.imes of reproach, equally un- 

complimentary. As I was not I 
interested in his po'itical griex i 
auces. I took cure to let him 
have the field to himself, a con 

cession 1 had reason to believe, 
he construed as an indorsement 
of xvliat he was saving. L iter 
on Mr. Wood tin came up to Kails 
Pity, and though I never was; 
able to find out hoxv good a law 

yer he was. 1 did find that he 
xvas a first class chess player. , 

It yva" about the time that Paul 

Morphy went over to old Europe 
TTnd proved himself the greatest 
chess player in the world; and j 
Mr. Wood tin, having the records 
of some of the master games) 
that Morphy played over there,! 
went over them xvitli me, with 
as much enthusiasm and gusto 
as though he had done the play- 
ing himself. On several occa- 

sions Morphy had p 1 a y e d 

against ten men at the same 

time without seeing the boards 
and had defeated all of them in 
some instances, and in others 
had beaten all but one or txvo 
and xvith those had made draws. 

Nothing so wonderful had ever 

been done before, and the whole 
world was astounded at the al 
most incredible feat. There 
were several chess players in 
town besides myself, and Wood- 

tin, beintf easily the best, pro- 
posed to play all of us in the 

Morphy style. It turned out 
that he could play any one of us 

successfully in that way, but 
failed when he undertook a 

greater number, lie possessed 
some very distinctive character 
istics and rulffht have made his 
mark in the world if lie had been 
less anxious to exterminate his 
old enemies, the Danites. He 
was a southerner by birth, and 
believed in the South, its tradi- 
tions and its institutions, as re 

liyiously as did those homeless 
Israelites by the rivers of Baby 
Ion, in the Jerusalem of their 

younger days. Later on in that 
same year, and while the great 
debate between Lincoln and 
Douglas was in progress, I saw 

him several times. < )| course, 
the subject of that celebrated 
contest was fre q u c n t I y d i s 

cussed, lie had some remark 
ably clear ideas about it, made 
more clear in the light of sub 
sequent history, lie.said “Doug- 
las ought not to have accepted 
Lincoln’s challenge for a joint 
debate. It was bringing the 
sensitive question before the 
people in a way never before 
attempted. Lincoln was for- 
cing Douglas to defend slavery 
as being morally as well as le- 
gally right, and in the present 
state o! public sentiment up 
north, Douglas would certainly 
be worsted, lie might win his 
seat ill the Senate, but the Deni 
ocratic party two years hence, 
would be in the same situation 
Douglas is now; and no matter 
what the result of the next pres- 
idential election may be, the 
South will be the loser." That 
Douglas had a'ready done the 
Sout!i an immeasurable injurs 
with his squatter sovereignty 
doctrine in the Kansas-Nebras. 
ka Dill; he should have al- 
lowed the Supreme Court to 
settle the question as it had in 
fact done, ill the Dred Scott 
case. “It is too late now,’’ he 
said “as Douglas has up set 

everything by this last blunder 
he li.is made." 

I wo years afterwards these 
same detested Danites elected 
A1 iraliam Lincoln president, and 
the trouble commenced. I never 
saw Wood tin but once after 
t i,it, and then he told me lie was 

going back to his southern home, 
as he would soon be needed 
there. That the old union was 

already destroyed, and that war 
was as certain to come as day 
light in the morning. And so 

lie went, and no doubt was swal 
lowed up in that maelstrom of 
death and destruction that fol- 
lowed and has been matter of 
history these forty years, and l 
heard of him no more. 

But goodness, gracious me, 
while I have been recalling a 

personal incident of interest to 
nobody but myself, I have kept 
my worthy friends idling away 
their valuable time in Mr. Kirk's 
office. However, to resume the 
narrative, l remark, that 1 have 
enjoyed the personal and friend 
ly acquaintance of Mr. Kirk 
from then till now, though lie 
removed from Nebraska several 
years ago, and now lives at or 

near Los Angeles, Cal., in the 
enjoyment of good health, and 
a hale old age. The next prom- 
inent citizen 1 met that day was 

Mr. Eli Bedard, one of the pro- 
prietors of the town whom I 
found to be a very genial and 
pleasant gentleman. I knew 
him for many years afterwards, 
and until he ceased from among 
the living. I met many others 
that afternoon, whose names 

cannot now be jfiven for tlu* 
want of space. 

Mr. Charles Rouleau, anotln-r 
of the town proprietors, and for 
whom it was named, was absent 
in the east, i think at Washing 
ton, I). C looking alter the in 
terest of the town, and the peo. 
pie, who owned the land on 

which it stood, it was part of 
an Indian Reservation called 
the Hail Breed Tract astripof 
country lyiny between the (Jreat 
and Little Nemahas, and ex 

tending ten miles west from the 
mouth of each. 1 made the ac- 

quaintance of Rouleau later on, 
which continued without inter- 

ruption, till he passed away sev- 

eral years ayo. The town as 

laid out and platted, covered 
land enough to accommodate a 

city of the size of Omaha, with 
several additions in prospect. 
From the highest point west 
from the river, my friends 
showed me the town of Falls 
City, a few straggling houses, 
mere specks against the wes- 

tern horizon, and that was my 
first sight of the town in which 
fate had decreed I was to make 

1113 home for half a century, and 
how much longer, the One above 

only knows. 
I passed the night at the house 

of Mr. James Miller, and there 
met Turn Sure, well known to 
Falls City people and now re- 

siding over the Missouri in or 

near Mound City. When the 
war came three years after- 
wards, Mr. Miller went off to 
the red fields of the south, and 
like many others who went on a 

like errand, never came back, 
lie has many relatives still liv 

ing in this city. At his house 
there were quite a number of 
boarders and I was treated to a 

lot of tir'st class vanity lying by 
a rather clumsy set of perform- 
ers, who were doing the stunt 
for my special behoof, whom, 
they no doubt took for a gall- 
able tender f o o t f r o in the 
“states”. The words “l h e 

states” were in frequent use by 
the people west, and always as 

indicating a section of country 
a long way off; and I have 
heard them used in California 

long after it had become a state, 
and in precisely the same way, 
as though there was some dif- 
ference between the I* a c i f i c 

Coast states and those east of 
the great ranges. In this case 

we only had to go about half 
a mile across the Missouri River 
to get into one of “the states," 
yet, they talked that night as 

though “the states” were thous- 
ands of miles away. I heard 
scores of tales of Indian lights. 
Buffalo hunts, contests with 

Frizzly Bears and Mountain Li 
011s: of hair-breadth escapes 
from death of the most wonder- 
ful descriptions many of which 
were physically impossible to 

be true and all told with a ser- 

enity of countenance that was 

almost laughable. 1 rather 

thought at the time that most of 
them were of opinion that 1 be 
lieved their preposterous lies It) 
be true. As it made no differ- 
ence to me whether they were 

so or not, I allowed the show to 

go on and proved myself a first 
rate listener. I shall have some 

thing more to record of Rulo 
and its citizenship in a future 
paper and 1 will only sav, in 

passing, that when I saw both 
for tlie first time, the town pos- 
sessed the most mixed popula- 
tion l have ever seen in a place 
of its size. There were a great 
number of idle people about the 

streets, who w e re n e i t h e r 

French, Indian or American, but 
were in fact a mongrel race com- 

pounded of the blood of all three, 
whom the general government 
had designated Half Breeds, 
and for whose benefit the reser- 

vation between theXemalms had 
been set apart by treaty. They 
were a new ami a strange people 
to me, differing in every physi- 
cal characteristic from all an- 

thropological classifications I 
had ever seen. In their rela- 
tions with the government their 
status was that of Indians, and 

yet, the effect of the treaty at- 

siyniny them lands in severalty, 
would be to make them citizens. 
Ueyardiny them as such, it oc- 

curred to me that to build a 

state out of such material in the 
middle of the nineteenth cen- 

tury, to rank with the other 
states of the federal union would 
be to awake the aye of miracle 
and the marvelous. Duriny the 

day they were orderly enouyli 
and tolerably sober, but after 
niyhtfall the din and uproar 
they made, was terrific. The 
town was full of them, and they 
were as full as the town, and all 

pandemonium seemed to have 
broken loose. My introduction 
to the society of Nebraska was 

thus somewhat noisy; but my 
faith in its business men i had 
that day met, and the hoped for 
brilliant future of the town, hap- 
pily presayed by their push and 
eneryy, was almost as yreat as 
their own. 1 tried to see noth 
iny but yood in everythiny per- 
taininy to Nebraska and its peo- 
ple, for 1 had come all the way 
from the eastern banks of the 
Mississippi, to be one of them. 

Notice to Contractors 
Sealed proposals ahull no received at the office 

of the City < lerk of the city of Falls City, Ne- 
braska, until 12 o'clock, noon, standard time, 
January 22nd, MOO, and opened at 7:20 p, tn., at 
the City Hall, for the furnishing of all labor, 
mateiiul and equipment necessary to install 
complete and put in successful operation in the 
City's water and light plant in Falls City, Ne- 
braska. all in accordance with the general 
specifications and i nst ructions to bidders on file 
at the office of the City Engineer and City (Herk, 
Falls City, Nebraska, bidders to furnish their 
own plans and specfications conforming to the 
general specifications on file. The proposals are 

to Is1 made on bidding form attached to specifi- 
cation on file to cover the following items: 

One new 200 to 210 horse power water tube or 

internally fired double-drum boiler. 
One new 2(H) horse power open feed water heater 

equal to Cochrane make. 
All steam piping and other piping necessary to 

install this pump and boiler complete and con 

noct it with the present system. 
Prospective bidders are requested to confer 

with the Engineer, visit the present plant and 
make themselves familiar with the requirements 
of the work. Time is the essence of this con- 

tract. and the shortest time possible in which 
the contractor can install this machinery com- 

plete will lie given due consideration by the 
council. A certified check of 5 per cent of 
amount of each bid, payable to the City Clerk, 
must accompany each proposal. Successful bid 
der must give bond in the amount of 50 percent 
of the contract price. The City reserves the 
right to reject any or all bitls, or to accept any 
bid without explanation. 

Wm. Schmei zej., City Clerk, 
W. W. Abbk\ Mayor, 

.*>2-41 J. A. Cmook, City Engineer. 

Public Sale 
Michael Lichty will sell at 

his farm. 2 miles west of this 

city Friday, Jjo. 22, at 10 o’clock 
a. m., his entire personal ef- 

fects, consisting of horses, cows, 
hogs, implements and household 

j goods. A credit of ten months 
without interest will he given, 
The liberal discount of l per 
cent will be given for cash. 
Everything offered at this sale 
is first class. It 
-----__ 

Notice of Probate of Will 
1N THE COUNTY COURT OF RICHARD- 

SON COUNTY, NEBRASKA: 
In the Matter of Probating the Last Will and 

I'entament of William Cade, Deceased. Notice* 
is hereby given to it 11 persons interested that 
Ethel Cade has deposited in said conrt an in- 
Htrument purporting to be the last will and ten- 
t uuent <»f said William Cade, deceased, and tiled 
a petition praying that said instrument, lx* al- 
lowed and probated as the last willand testament 
of Haiti deceased. It in ordered that the same lx> 
heard by the court on Saturday, the ROt11 day of 
January, 1909, at 9 o’clock, a. in,, in tho county 
court room in Falls City, in said county, when 
ami where all persons interested may appear and 
contest the probate thereof. 

By order of the court, dated January 9th, IPO’.*. 
John (Iaonon, County Judge. 

First publication Jan. 1*». at 

IN Tin: DISTRICT t'OURT FOR RICH- 
ARDSON nil NTA NKBKAHKA 
•I. 11 Brinegnr. real name 
John H. Brinegnr, Plaintiff, 

vs. 
Dora Boerner, Amelia Boolean, 
Kmanuel Bedard, Defendants. 

The above named defendants non-residents will 
I take notice that on December 22, 1908, plaintiff 
filed hts petition against said defendants in the 
district court of Richardson County, Nebraska, 
the object of which is to quiet the title to lots 1, 
2, 3, 4. 5, rt, 7, 8, 9, In. 11. 12, 13. 14, 1A, lrt, in block 
"»2, in Rouleau's and Bedard s addition to the 
c'ty of Rulo, and to exclude each of you from 
any interest therein. You must plead to said 
petition on or before February 22, 1909, orthe 
allegations of the petition be taken as true and 
decree rendered accordingly. 

John 11. Bkineoar, Plaintiff. 
Beavis A Reavis, attorneys for plaintiff. 49-4 

Pain 
Weakens 

Headache, rheumatism, 
neuralgia, or pains of any 
nature weaken the sys- 
tem—they are a strain up- 
on the nerves. Almost 
instant relief can be ob- 

1 tainod by taking Dr. Miles 
I Anti-Pain Dills, and with- 

out any bad after-effects. 
Take one on first indica- 
tion of an attack—it will 
ward it off. They arc a 

pleasant little tablet, sold 
by druggists everywhere, 
25 doses 23 cents; 
never sold in bulk. 

"I whs subject to constant head- 
aches for a period of four years. At 
times 1 was almost unfitted for the 
work in which I am engaged, that of 
station agent. Through the advice 
of a friend I tried Dr. Miles’ Anti- 
Pain Pills, and the result has been, 
that 1 have entirely eradicated my 
system of those continuous headaches 
that follow a continual mental strain. 
They have done for me all that Is 
claimed for them." 

O. I. RUSSELL. 
Agt. C. & N. W. Ry., Battle Creek, la. 

“I have used Dr. Miles’ Anti-Pain 
Pills for a year now for neuralgia 
and find there is nothing like them. 
They surely have been a blessing to 
me.” MRS. M. J HAMILTON, 

Uppe’ Alton. Ills. 
Your druggist sells D* (Miles’ Anti- 

Pain Pills, and we authorize him to 
return the price of first package (only* 
if it falls to benefit you. 

Miles Medical Co., Elkhart, Ind 

Many little lives have been saved by 
Foley's Honey and Tar, for coughs, 
colds, croup and whooping cony h. I? 
is the only safe remedy for infants aud 
children as it contains no opiates or 
other narcotic drugs, and children like 
Foley’s Honey and Tar. Careful 
mothers keep a bottle in the house. 
Refuse substitutes. Kerr’s Pharmacy. 

A GREEN OLD AGE 

never need be a toothless one. By means 

of gold crown?, bridge work or entirely 
new teeth, improved and conveniently 
arranged “toothless gums,” have and are 

a thing of the past. Dr. Yutzy is thor- 

oughly alive to every new detail that 

adds pleasure and profit to life. 

DR. YUTZY 
BERT WINDLE, I). D. S., Assistant 

✓\%oPyright Tails City, Nebraska 

PANHANDLE 
EXCURSION 

Tuesday Morning, Jan. (9th 
Via Missouri Pacific Train No. 106 

Due at Falls City, Nebraska at 3:40 A. M. 

For th is trip vve are offering for sale at bargain prices a number of 

the choicest farms of the very best portion of the Panhandle, selected 

after 18 years of successful experience in farming and the cattle business. 

No company now selling land in this district can make the prices or sell 
a 

the quality of land that we are offering. Why not buy the best and be a 

winner? We can say with positive truth that every person who has been 

our customer has and is making more profit than was expected and is 

more than satisfied. We make no promises that we can not fulfill. Ask 

our home banks about our business and responsibility. 

Special arrangements and inducements are made for the benefit of 

genuine homeseekers. Come and see us and get a description of the best 

and safest investment of the time. Go with us next Tuesday morning. 
Berths and Sleeping Car Service Free. 

Yours Respectfully, 

THE RIFE LAND CO. 
Canyon City, Texas 

Whittaker Bros. 
Falls City, Nebraska 

We sell land on a crop payment plan—ask about it. We would as 

soon have a portion of your next few years’ crops as to have the money. 


