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CHAPTER XIX.

Nuely

Surrounded by Fire,
Truer

worids were nover gpoken

than when Travers declares they had
hot work betore them

As the otherd comprising the little

party of defenders come tumbling ot
of the compartments which they have
defended 5o ton, s

bravely, they,

cover the advance of the gouerrillas,
marked as i1 is by a dozen waving
flambeanx hastily snatched from the
fires,

Jack 1s by Instinet a leader of men

His quick mind grasps a problem
and almosi on the Instant solves it
He seoms to know by intuition, as

]

it appears, just whal sort of action
sulls an emergency,

Speedlily he places p
they can do th
in the darknos:
side the earriagoe,
of tho enemy

There is hanlly a breathing spell he
fore thosoe come running slong
the rallway tiaek will e cloge enongh
to Invite an
ment.

The guerrillas of
the cearringe, since  all
been extinguished, but
nature of the ground, they are able
to guess ity present  position with
some degree of certainty.

Jack is there in the van ready to
give a good account of himsell.  Ile
has regulated matters 0 there may
he no greal waste  of  ammunition.
Smithers and himsell are to open the
ball, and if it becomes necessary, the
others will chime in

The two comrades are close togeth-
er, anid have time for the exchange
of a few sentences ore the nearest
torchhearers come within the range
where they have marked an imagin-
ary dead line,

Then the ball opons

Doubtless the advancing guerrillas
understand tho situation as soon as
the double flash eleaves the darkness
up the rise, for their savage shouts
seem (o increase in volume,

Those in the lend are naturally the
ones to suffer when meeting with
such an obstacle. '

Two torches are
downward, and those
them will hardly give
ble.

Still, hehind presses a throng: the
catastrophe has not dulled their en-
thusiasm, but rather whetted thelr ap-
petite for revenge,

Again Jack and Smithers let loose.
They are as cool and collected as
though practicing at wooden targels.
Each second i8 the signal for a double
discharge, and the regularvity of this

men where
excculion, and

along-

maost
ey .':.¢r1--||

awalting the coming
whin
opening of the cupgage
cOurse cannol soo

lHehis have
knowing the

goen to plunge
who carried
further Lrou:

death dealing report stamps  itself
upon the mind with awful distinet-
ness,

Unseen by Travers, two heads have
appeared at the carrviage window. An
overpowering curlosity to see the na-
ture of the danger that hangs over
them has influenced Jessle and the
Spanish girl to thus endeavor to sur-
vey the scone,

They discover the advaneing
torches, and hear the shouts of the
assailants; then come the reports

of firearms and the terrible confusion
that ensues down the track
ly one of these gentle hearts is pray-
ing for the safety of the man who
has offered his body as a bulwark be-
tween those desporate devils and her-
self; for Jessie Cameron has indeed
made a startling discovery, though
she does not as yet breathe its na-
ture even to her stepsister.
Meanwhile, the fusillnde bhas borne

Secret

fruit. Bven brave men might re
coil before such systematic firing
The shots continue to ring out as if
by wachine work--each discharge |
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might be the pulsation of a mighty
heart eapable of sending leaden hall
whistling through space.

From Incarnate rage the shouts
blend into eries of alarm—yes, even
ol terror,

The advapce (g not given up, but a
new system of tacties bronght Into
play.

One man zives his toreh a toss into
the  surrounding  jungle. Another
gees the paint and follows suit For
a brief interval the alr seems filled
with Hambeanx, ench deseribing &
parabola and Janding in (he

Jack undersiands what |t
and has no liking for the
that must follow, since It
possible arvival of the

Linde ket
means
ndvanee
means thoe
euerrillas  at

the car, and a possible hand-to-hand
conflict that will work against them

on account of inferior numbers.

He sees many dark forms stumbling
forward over the bodies of those who
have fallen; the torches have not gone
out, bul Kimdle incipicnt conflagra
tioms among the desd leaves,

“Fire! Uive it to them hot.” s
what John exclaims,

With a crash the others open. Even
Al 8in can do his dgince Jack
has no usze for o unable to

Squire

share,
retainer

handle o gun, and in the early days
of their intimacy tanght the Coeles.
tial how to aim and fire, though the

Chinaman cannot be broken of gun-
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Then the ball opens.
shyness, and persists in ghutting his
cves each time he pulls trigger.
Such a  wholesale  discharge s
enough to quite finish the business,

The advance has been feehle be.
fore, but now it ceases entirely. When
the seeds of a paple are sown they
germinate  with  lightning rapidity.

From lip to lip the eries of alarm
Perhaps never bhefore in all
their experience have these barbarians
met with such a desperate resistance
as this,
They
rillas.
Iu the dim lght thelr fleeing figures
van be seen in various gquarters in
desperate flight. The continue
30 long as any are in sight, and while

Pass,
muo!t

uwny, these fierce guerg

sNoOLs

probably lacking in executlon, cer-
tainly add to the temporary terror of

the mob
Some have sought safely Tn the for-

est, and Jack's attention being called

to this fact, he awakens to a new
danger that confronts them

The dead leaves and brush ecatch
fire easlly at this time of the year,

since the opening of the rainy season

has heen llv];l_\ el

Already In half a dozen places,
where the descending torches alight-
ed. can bLie seen a rapldly-spresding

hilaze

i s

creasing with the passage of each
minute of time, and fanning the
flames Into vigorous life.

Jaeck knows better than any of the
others the full measure of the new
danger menacing them.

Stil, what ean be done?

There ig a fire for every man, some
of them already burning so flercely
that it would tax the ingenuity of a
single individual to encompass the de-
struction of the blaze.

Shonld they attempt to extinguish
ibe fires that already begin to snap
and crackle as they greedily sejze
upon new malerial, they will natur-
ally bhecome a target for those of
the bushwhackers who may still lin-
gOr near,

Ilence nothing can be done.

The others begin to notice the in-
creasing light,

They comment on the fact thal
presently they will offer fair targets
to the aim of the enemy; Dbut

strangely enough none of them appear
fo grasp the most serious part of
the impending disaster.

IEven Smithers, usually so quick to
see such things, makes no mention of
it.

It is suggested that
interior once more,

they seek the
None of them are

loth to do so. The guard and Ah
Sin find an asylum in the end com-
partment as before,

Smithers appears to dislike this di-
vigion of their forces, and one of his
first acts upon entering is to ex-
amine the partition between.

His serutiny appears to satisfy him,
for he at once opens an assault on
the wall, which proves to be a mere
shell, and in wreteched condition at
that: for under the vigorous mea-
sures brought into play by the ener-
optic agent, there is an opening made

throuzh which the stoutest of the
party can pass with ease.
Don Roblado and Spencer are

Leeping watch at one door, and Jack
opens the other in order to take an
vhservation,

Heo ig really startled and not a little
worried at the amazing progress
made by the fires. They have éaten
their way along on that gide of the
track uftil the lines of separation
have ceased to exist, and all are
united., The flames, fed by dead
leaves and branches from trees lopped
off during the passage of some West

India hurricane, now Jeap hungrily
into the air, 48 though snapping at
the hranches overhead.

Travers cantot
ing a fire start
And

remember ever see-
with so much vim,
while he leans there at the
door, his mind endeavoring to plan
new methods of meeting the deadly
dangers that keep cropping up so
continually, he feels a touch, and ex-
perfences a burning sensation, Some
monitor of the heart, some marvelous
intuition of the gpirit tells him it is
the hand of his Highland lassie that
telegraphs thus to his sonl.

“Is the danger over?" she asks,
=ofily,
Roblado and his friend lean ont

of the other door and compare notes
over the situation. Smithers has
passed into the next compartment to
speak with the guard, and no one is
near but Joanita, Jessie's faithful
friend and slepsister, who loves her
with the blind affection which the
Aztec worshipers felt for their sun-
goul

“That would he hard to say,” he
replies, softly., “These men are des-
perate charvacters, and although we
have temporarily beaten them off
they may return. I hope you will
not be alarmed, however We have
been able to hold out this far, and
give a good account of ourselves, and,
with the favor of Heaven, will
tinue 10 do s0.”

“We are under heavy obligations to

con-

cheek: he has Yeen talking in his

natural tones,

“Only an American, lady,” he re
plies,

“1 thonght s0.,”" he hears her kay,

as though to hersell, and immediately
follows by asking aloud: “You ajp-
pear to be more anxious than before,
and I imagine we are threatened with
some new danger. You see I am
brave. 1 would know the worst, 8o
please let us undersiand whal is com-
ing next.”

“It will come from the fire,” he
says, auickly.

“I understand what you mean,” she
says, as she leans out of the door,
cusgtained by his arm—"the forest is
afire. We are in danger of bheing
burned alive Well, sir, that is a

terrible fate Lo face, but T had rather
meet it than fall into the hands of
those wretches;" and Jack, remem-
bering the savage appearance of the
guerrillas, fully half of whom were
black devile, can heartily say “Amen"
to her words deep down in his beart,

What Jessie characterizes as a
forest fire has really reached the dig-
nity of such a conflagration, for the
flames have seized the branches, and
shoot upward with a veliemence that
promises a wonderful resull.

If the wind grows stronger it will
sweep over the ridge and run a
course of miles until checked by some
stream or savannal.

“(*an nothing be done? The
is already becoming so dreadful.
haps the carriage may take fira,
we will lose our refuge” is
Juanita says, just behind them.

Jack has been considering the mat-
ter, and trying to deecide which of
two evils is the lesser.

heat
Per-
and
what

He realizes that whatever is done
must be accomplished quickly, else
the intense heat may cause the

old tinder-box of a rallway carriage
to take fire,

Before Travers can make any fur-
ther remark upon the subjeect, he
hears Smithers ecalling aloud for the
“doetor” in the next compartment,
and it suddenly flashes across his
mind that it was agreed he should
pass under the name of Dr. Jim.

Evidently his presence is  needed.
Smithers shows some trace of ex-
citement in the tone of his hail, and
it may be set down for certain that
when he allows his well-trained nerves
a little holiday, there is good reason
for alarm,

(To be Continued.)
PANAMA CLIMATE NOT DEADLY.
Temperature and Rainfall Not Worse

Than in the United States.

There is a widespread belief that
the elimate of Panama is so fatal that
the construction of the canal can only
he accomplished at an enormous sac-
rifice of human life. Both malaria
anid yellow fever may be said to be
to-day practically under control, and
these are the two diseases, says the
Scientilic American, which are most
to be dreaded when the great con-
struction camps are assembled and
work is in full swing throughout the
whole length of the canal. According
to Gen. Abbott, the records of the
hosgpital of the old Panama canal
company show that the total death
rate among the laborers was far less
than 18 commonly supposed, being in
fact from 44 to 47 per 1,000,

It seems, moreover, that the rainfall
has been the subject of as gross ex-
ageeration az the diseases. It varies
from about 130 inches on the Atlantic
to sixty-five inches on the Pacific, a
record that can be duplicated in the

United States, where the average
rainfall on the Atlantie coast s about
fifty inches and the tall on portions

of the Pacific coast compares in total

von!"” she says; and Jack smiles | precipitation with that of the Atlantic
grimly at the way Fate manages his | terminus of the canal. Furthermore,
case it will be news to many resldents ol
“1 hope you will not think so. No | our more northerly latitude to learn
man could sztand by and not lift his | that the temperature ranges at Pana-
hana to defend ladies,” is what he | ma from 70 degrees to 85 degrees
manages to say. fahrenheit, and that it is very rarely
“Pardon—you art noit a Spaniard, | that the thermometer reaches the
nor?" high temperature which is experi
Travers suddenly remembers that | enced when a hot wave passes over

The hreeze seeins to be In L he no longer holds the pebble n his | the United States,




