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LESSON VII.—FEBRUARY 12.
GOLDEN TEXT.—~The same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the
Father hoth sent me.—John  5:80,

1. Jesus Continues His Journey to
Galilee.—Vs, 43-46.

The Messiah.—The Witness of His
Past Miracles of Mercy.

The Nobleman.——A Foundation for
Faith,

The narrative now returns to v. 3,
where Jesus set out on his journey
from Judea for Galilee. The journey
had been interrupted by his work at
Sychar, in Samaria, where he spent
“two days” (v. 43) al the urgenl re-
quest of the people. Continuing his
Journey he “went into Galilee," and en-
tered upon his great Galilean minisiry,
which lasted the larger part of two
years,

Why Jesus Went to Galilee for His
Long Work.—The first reason 1s
given in vs, 1-3; the opposition of the
Jewish leaders In Judea. They were
less open to the gospel truth than the
Galileans,

The next reason is given in v. 44
“A prophet hath no honor in his own
country.” THis is a strange reason for

going to QGalilee if that country is
meant as his own couniry, and sev-
eral explanations are given, Prof.
Gould thinks that “it may mean that

he came there fresh from the scene
of his miracles in Jorusalem, to re-

ceive the honor which had  before
been denied him, but which the
miracles alone would bring him."”

(v. 45). He thus first gained honor
outeide of his own country, because
he would naturally not be received as
a great prophet by the people who
had known him all their lives. But
now, having gained recognition away
from home, he will have access to
the hearts of his countrymen,

45. "Then * * * the Galileans
received him.” Here he was wel-
comed. Why? Beecause f{hey had
“seen all the things that he did at
Jerusalem,” the report of which was
brought home by those Galileans who
“went unto the feast.,” Referring to
John 2: 14-17, 23; 3: 2.

The Foundation of Faith, Falth
as distinguished from credulity, has a
gure foundation on which to  build.
The Christian has a good reason for
what he believes. It may be the char-
acter of the one in whom he believes,
or the things he has done. We trust
a doctor hecause we know his skill
from what he has done for others.
We trust the judgment of a business
man because we have seen in many
cases how good his judgment is.
These Galileans were right in making
the teachings and the works of Jesus
a reason for their faith in him when
he came among them,

48. "Come again info Cana.,"” ete.
The miracle there would make it

more easy to believe the reports from
Jerusalem., Jesus wonld be wel-
comed there, not only on account of
the favor he had done hefore, but also
because it was the home of his
disciple, Nathanael.

1I. The Sick Young Man at Caper-
naum.—V, 46,

The Messiah.—The need of his help.

The Nobleman.—A ecall for faith.

“A certain nobleman.” A person of
royal blood, or rank, or office.— Lampe,

“Whose son was sick,” and very
low, at the point of death with a |
fever (v. 52). “The quantity of

marshy land in the neighborhood of |

Capernaum, especially at the entrance
of the Jordan into the lake, has made
fever of a very malignant type at
times the characteristie of the local-
fty.—Geike,

111, A Capernaum Nobleman Seeks
Help from Jegus at Cana.—Vs. 47-4

The Messiah.—An opportunity 1o
bear witpesa by another miracle of

love.

The Nobleman,—The
does all it ean.
| 47. "When he heard that Jesus was
| come. Knowing what Jesus  had
| done, he had faith enough in his ex-
tremity to believe that Jesus had both
the power and goodness to help him.
The faith was so sirong that “he
went unto him,"” from Capernanm to

falth that

"

{ Cana, Jesus must help or there was
no hope.  “Besought him that he
would come down”™  Thinking that

Jesus must go and seca the
order to cure him, “At the point of
death.” Showing the difficulty of the
cure, and the urgency of haste,

48. “Then sail Jesus unto him.”
Jesus neither refused nor granted the
request al onee, but he uttered a truth
which tended to awake in him a fuller
and more spiritual faith, “Bxcept ve
see signs”  Miracles from the point
of view of symbols or object lessons
revealing  deep  spiritual truths;
“marks of the doer’s power, grace and
divine character;” “and wonders,”
miracles in the aspect of marvels ar-
resting attention and calling attention
to the power of the doer.

Here Jesus would lead this noble-
man to look beyond the miracle he
was beseeching Jesus to work, and
find a spiritual experience of salva-
tion from sin, and love and trust to-
ward God.

49, “8iv, come down ere my child
die." The nobleman practically said,
“1 do believe, I am not looking for
wonders, but my child is dying. let
us save him first,” In this very peti-
tion he was climbing to a higher
faith.

IV. The Young Man Restored to
Health.—Vs, 60-54,

The Nobleman.—TFaith trinmphant,
—restored health; stronger faith.

90, "Go thy way:; thy son liveih."
Here ig the reward of his faith, and
the means to larger faith, as we soon
see. “And the man believed the word
that Jesus had spoken.” Here was a
step higher in his faith. He not only
believed in general in the power of
Jesus to heal, but he believed for
| himself and acted upon his bellef. He
believed the word of Jesus, He had
come nearer the true faith, which is
a personal trust in the Lord Jesus.

boy in

“And he went his way.,” He left
Jesus,
52, “At the seventh hour.” Either

one o'clock, p. m., according to the
Jewish reckoning, or seven o'clock, ac-
cording to one Roman reckoning.

53, “Himself believed, and his
whole house." Household, family. He
believed what? Believed on Jesus as
his Savior. Before he had believed
about him, now he believed on him.
They all became disciples, This new

increase of his falth was (he result
{ur this miracle. 1t confirmed and en-
! larged his faith, so that he received
[thl- teaching and love of Christ deep

in his heart,

4. “Second miracle.” Sign. Not
the second miracle Jesus had wrought
{v. 45), but the second in Galiloe.

Light on Present Day Problems.

| Sickness and trouble often lead us
to Christ.  Like Jacob, from a pillow
of stone, in the night of sorrow, many
have secn visions of their heavenly
Father, and his son Jesus, the Savior
{  The love and devotion of the family
centers in that one who is sick, or
fechle, or in trouble. 8o we know that
| God loves and cares for us Iin our
weakness and lost condition; and our
very needs, instead of discouraging
| us from going to God, should be an
| argument for believing he will help
|

115,

; A Study of Miracles,

| In connection wilh Leesons VII. and
| VIIL

Lol Christ

What Miracles Are Not. Nearly all
he difficulties and objections with
‘egard to miracles arise from a false
view of their nature. They do not
‘nvolve the breaking, or suspension, or
‘hange of any law of nature. Prof.
Cyudall in his famous lecture on pray-
o speaks as if a miraculous answer (o
wayer, as for rain, would require the
‘eversal of the laws of nature, and
says that for God to answer a prayer
or raln would require as great a
change in the laws of nature as It
would to roll the St. Lawrence back
up over the falls of Niagara, which
reversal we have no reason to believe
ever took place,

Nor are miracles merely a prodigy,
v omarvelous act of power. Matthew
Arnold used as an [llustration of o
miracle, the change of his pen into @
pen-wiper, and Huxley asks if any
testimony would suffice to make it
credible that a centaur had been seen
trotting down Regent Street in l.on
don. Such mere wonders bear almos!
no resemblance to the miracles which
Christ wrought. And it i8 no wonder
that with sueh viewsg they hesitated
to believe in miracles,

What Is a Miracle? It may be de
fined in the words of Prof. Dods, and
an American theoologlan quoted by
him, as the direct action of the dl
vine will which causes “an event com
pelling attention and awakening won-
der, indicating superhuman power, ac
complishing some practical work and
furnishing a sign of a divine mes
sage."”

It is simply God’'s doing with his
infinite power, the same quality of
aciion, though vastly greater i de-
gree, that we do every hour when we
exert our personal will amid the
forces of nature. 1 lift up a book, I
turn on the waler from the water-
works and make ‘'a shower on my
parched lawn or garden. 1 stop a part
of the machinery in the factory and
rescue a child caught in its wheels.
These acts break no law of nature,
they suspend none, they change none.
They are simply the intervention of my
personal will into the laws. “A brilef
study of Christ's miracles shows that
natural means, laws and powers go
just as far as possible for them, and

then the supernatural comes in and
does what they cannot do. It s
probable that evolution proceeds in

the same way, thus explalning the
ordinary slow process and the sud
den jumps and sports which occur.”—
(. Waring, in Bibliotheca Sacra, 1903,

Spiritual Miracles. The work of
iod in Christ in bestowing spiritual
life, in renewing the soul through the
Holy Spirit, in guiding his people in
dividually, and as the representa:
tives of the kingdom of God, partakes
of the nature of a miracle, for it is
the personal will of God working upon
men through the laws of thelr spirit
ual nature,

Christ Himself in his nature Is the
supreme miracle. “The achievement
of Christ in founding by his single
will and power a structure so durable
and so universal (as Christianity and
!l it has done for the world) is like
no other achievement which history
records."—Prof. Seeley, in Ecce Homo.
Only a divine man could have done
it, and to such a being miracles are
the natural outcome,

The value of Miracles to Christlan
Experience,

They give us a more exalted view
as our Savior,

They help us to realize that God Is
our Father, with both the power and

| will to help, a character full of loving
| kindness
lare a

and tender mercies. “They
prominent and legible part of
the revelation of the Father made by
Christ.”

They show us our heavenly Father
as a living power in  history and
providence,

They teach us about the answers to
prayer,

They strengthen our falth in the
life-glving, vegenerating power of the
Haoly Spirit,

Men who are carrying tomorrow's
hiurdens are not counting today's
Llessings.

|
|
|

NO SLEEP FOR MOTHER
Baby Covered With Sores and Scales
—Could Not Tell What She
Looked Like—Marvelous
Cure by Cuticura.

“At four months old my haby's face
and body were £0 covered with sores
and large scales you could not tell
what sghe looked like, No ehild cver
had a worse case. Her face was belng
eaten away, and even her finger nalls
fell off, It ftched so she could not
sleep, and for many weary 1ights wao
counld get no rest. Al last we pgot
Cutlcura Soap and Ointment. The
sores began to heal at once, and sho
conld sleep at night, and in one month
she had not one sore on her face or
body.-~Mrs. Mary Sanders, 700 Spring
St,, Camden, N, J."

On Pay Day.
A man has plenty of friends when
he doesn't need them—New York
Press.

A Well Deserved Tribute.

The awarding of the Grand 'rize to the Winchester
Hepeatiog Arms Co,, New Huven, Conn,, a5 the 8t
Louis Exposition, confers upon this eompany tha
highest wark of distinction attained by sny mnnu.
factarer of gune of wouiusition In o the world,
Although » great number of mednls were glven to
this claes of manutacturors, tho ooly award of a
Grand Prize was to the Winchester opesting Arimn
Co.; snd sl\-un A8 I wns fn competition with the lend-
Ing manufacturers of wll countries, It tostifios in »
most deeldod way to the superiority of Winchester
riflea, shotguns and ammunition over nll othier iinkes
The success stintued by the Winchester Hopeating
Arions Co. at this expositdon 18 !itlll'l{ In line with the
honora recelved In the past. At the Pacis Exposition,
Winchester arms and  ammonfilon recelved  thn
Grand Prix; nud wherever thoy bave been axhibited
they have always been glven the bighest possibie
prizes, Thin Intest recognltlon of superfority (s the
natural result of thirty yourd of carefal wod snecess
ful endesvor In malntalning the high quality of
Winchester rifles, shotguus and simunlilon,

Resentment is the safegnnrd of jus-
tice and the security of Innocence,—
Adam Smith,

$100 Reward, $100.

The readors of this paper will Lo pleased to 1sam

thnt there (s at loaat one drended disease thut sclcnce
been abile to cure in mll Ite sinees, and thot ls

Catarrh. Hall's Catarrh Cure {9 the only positive
eure now kuown to the medical fraternlty. Cntarth
being & constitutionn] diseuse, requires o eonstitines
tlonal trewtiment, Hall's Cutarrh Cure Is talien ine
ternally, acting directly upon the blood and mucons
surfaces of the system, thoreby destroying the
foundation of the disease, and pf'!m: the putlent
strength by bulldlng up the constiiutlon and mssists
fng nature in dotng ftv work, The propriciors have
80 mineh fulth In 1ts curative pow ors that they offer
One Hundred Dollars for any cwse that (0 falls o
eure. Beod for st of testimoninis,

Addresa F. J. CHENEY & CO,, Toledo, O,

Bold by all Drugglsta, The,

Take Hall's Fm:ily Plils for constipation.

That which is stolen by the tongue
cannot be restored by taffy.

In Winter Use Allen's Foot-Ease.

A powder. Your feot fecl uncomfort-
able, nervous and ofton cold and damp.
If you have sweating, sore feet or tight
shoes, try Allen’s Foot-BEase. Sold by all
druggists and shoe stores, 25 cents. Sampla
sent free, Address Allen 8, Olmsted,
Le Iloy, N. Y,

gives forth no strains,

A GUARANTEED CURE FOR PILES,
Ttehiog, Bilnd, Rleeding or Procroding Pllos. Yone
druggeist will refund money If PAZO OINTMENT
falis o cure you In 6 Lo 11 days, B,

Picking flaws in the chureh will not
patch your own eonselence,

Mra, Winslow*s Soothing Syrup,
For ellldren tectling, softens the pims, roduces e
IALIOn, milays puln, cures wind colle. 250 e ottle,

By taking revenge, a oman is but
even with his enemy, but passing It
over, he is superior.—Bacon,

know
f'u](l

Every housckeepor should
that if they will buy Defiance
Water Starch for laundry use they
will save not only time, becaunge It
never sticks to the fron, but because
each package contains 16 oz.—anpo full
pound—while all other Cold Water
Starches are put up In 3% -pound pack-
ages, and the price is the same, 10
cents. Then again Deflanca
Starch is free from all injurious chem-
icals. If your grocer tries 1o
a 12-0z package It i because he has
f stock on hand which he wishes to
dispose of before he putls in Deflance,
He krows that Defiance Starch has
printed on every package in lorge let
ters and figures “16 ozs." Demand Deo-
flance and save much time and money
and the annovanpce of the iron stick-
Ing. Defiance never sticks.

hecause

T
gell you




