Two Men of To Day.

JIm Jones had a habit of laughing—
Whenever he spoke he would smile—
e never would recoghlze trouble;

He claimed that it wasn't worth while;

He paid no attention to tritles,

"T'wis happy-go-lucky with Jim:

Ie nlways secmed short as to money,

But life seemed worth living to him.

John Bmith had a habit of scowling—
He grumbled whenever he spoke—
He did evervihing with precision
And nothing to him was n joke;
He gave all his time to his business;
lj.c- worried and fussed every day;
He's rich, but his friends often won-
dered
If Bmith ever made living pay.
~Clovelund Leader,

Sharks and War.

The fishermen of the northern part
of the Adriatic sea are alarmed at
the number and gize of the sharks
that have been caught there sinece
June. Three were taken in lstria
within a few days, and a very large
one was caught lately in Quarnero.

The Adriatic fishermen declare that
these sharks are fish that have been
driven out of the Yellow sea and the
Blberian waters by the many frightful
submarine mine explosions. They al-
lege that since the beginning of the
Russo-Japanese war the number of
sharks in the Mediterranean sea has
Increased steadily,

It has been known for some time
that the Suez canal has bLeen the
means of bringing a great many big
sharks Into the Mediterranean every
year. The shark is a fish which will
follow a ship for days and wecks, once
he finds that a steady supply of offa
I8 thrown overboard. The amount
cast into the sea daily from a big pas-
senger steamship Is so great that it
would suffice for half a dozen sharks,
greedy as these brutes are, There-
fore, it Is not strange that practically
every liner is dogged all the way from
Aclatic walers by big sharks.

The Suez canal does not stop them,
and they stay with the ship till it
leaves the Straits of Gibraltar. By
that time most of them have found
the great schools of tunny and other
fish that fili the Mediterranean, and
they desert the ship and stay there-
after in the great interlor ocean, to
the vast injury of the fishermen.

Safeguarding the Paper Currency.

To the average man the paper used
by Uncle Sam for currency outranks
all others in value and attractiveness.
This paper, nsed varlously for money,
bonds, checks, futernal Fevene
stamps, ete, Is made in Pittsfeld,
Mass., in one of the most perfect pa-
per manufactories in the world. In
the eyes of the government it is the
perfection of fts manufaeture that
gives value to what is kunown as
“money paper,” and there is, contrary
to the general impression, no secret
In either the process or formula,

Rellance against imitation is placed
on the skill required, and on the faocr
that the machinery essential to pro-
duction is costly, massive and not
easily capable of concealment. Theze,
with the aids of the well-known silk
fibers and the statutory provisions
against its unauthorized manufacture
and possession, offer the chief protec-
tion egalnst counterfeiting; and. it Is
acknowledged by the secret servieo
that the government paper itself is a
greater safeguard to the treasury than
the intricacles of design and engrav-
ing.

Only in money paper are silk threads
used, but while the sheet Is still soft
the government watermark is pressed
into the other papers. This water-
mark {s the simple monogram, “U, S
T. D.” for check paper, “U, 8. P. D.*

for postage stamps, and “U. 8. I. B "
for revenue paper.
Medicines of Former Generations. |
A sure cure for the ague, according |
to an old-time specific, was to run a
live spider in butteér and then eat it
The late Vincent Stuckley Lane, who |

dled recently in England after spend-

ing much of his lile in the collection
of felk-llore, glves many other In-
stances of the patent medicines of
former generations, To rub a dried
mole to powder and to swallow as
much of it as would lie on a shilling
for nine days in succession was an-
other cure for ague, A hare’s fooi
carried on the person prevented colie;
eels applied to the ears were a spe-
cific against deufnees; and epllepey
yielded to a gentle treatment of toad
stools gathered just as they were fore-
ing their way through the ground and
swallowed in  claret at midanight.
There were many ways of enring fite,
but the slmplest plan was to go into
a church at midnight and walk three
times round the communion table, A
snake’s skin worn round® the temples
wag good for headache, but 1f that
fafled the sufferer might try moss
grown on & human skull, then pow
dered and taken as snuff.

Veteran's Home His Office,

The tax collecter at Machias, Malne,
Is a c¢ivil war veteran and suffers to-
day from wounds received In the serv-
fen, His sufferings have grown worse
of late and have prompted him to post
the following notice in the postoffice;
“On account of shot gnd shell your
tax collector's office, until further no-
tice, will be at his residence In Elin
street. G, H. Kenniston, Collector,”

Soaked Innocent Visitor,

A newly married Nashua, N. H., cou-
ple were annoyed by Halloween prank
players and made several unsuccessful
efforts to ecateh the boys and girle.
Finally there came a long ring and
a pail of water was poured from a
chamber window over the front door,
which just goaked the new suit of one
of the bride's dearest lady friends,
who had come to call

What a Hen Can Learn.

When a boy | had a fat, lively hen
g0 educated that at my bidding she
would lHe on her back and slide head
first down an inclined plane two or
three feet in length without the slight
ost effort to turn upright or stop her-
self; and at the bottom she would re-
1ain just as she landed until I touched
her or spoke to her—unless Interfered
with by some other person or animal
Incredible as this may scem, it Is a
trick easily tanght any gentle, anec
tionate hen,

Woman Owns County Buildings.

Mrs. Emeline 1L Cummings of
Paris, Malne, is probably the only per-
son, as far as we koow, in the world,
who ever owned a full set of couniy
bhuildings. The stone jail she scld a
few years ago for a library, but the
romainder of the official plant Is now
hers—courthouse, jaller's house and
office buildings, with big brick vaults
attached,

Letters Ten Years Old.

Mrs. G. I. Reagan of Bloomsburg,
Pa., has just received a letter mailed
to her ten yearg ago from Altoona. It
was found in a pile of forelgn letters
on the counter of the Bloomsburg post-
ofMee and bad evidently bLeen placed

there by some person who had it lu:
Lils possession ten years. It had hean ; not want the big ones mixed in. Many
opened and was marked “opened by

mistake."

Partridoes Tame Iin Maine.
Mrs. J. B. Cole of Prospeet Harbhor,
Maine, was sitting on her plazza when
she was surprised by a partridge
which alighted firet on the rail and
finally fluttered to
where she was sitting.
afterward the lady living In the next
houge found one with her hens when

shie went to feed them at night,

National Hymns.

The national airs of great coun-
tries are short ,while those of little
countries are long, “God Bave the
King” Is 14 bars, the Russian hymn
jis 16 bars, and “Hall Columbia!” has
298 bars, and that of Uruguay 70, Chlle
44, and so on. San Marino hes the
longest national hymp, except that of
China.
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The Growing of Plums.

Some discouraged horticulturist in
Missourl asks whether it Is better to
attempt to grow our own plums or to
pay the people of California to grow
them for us, we to pay the freight
We belleve that every orchardist east
of the Roclkies will prefer to grow hie
own plums if for no other reasgon than
that he may have them of high qual
Ity and full of flavor. We can never
get highly flavored fruit if It is grown
thousands of miles from the place
where It is to be consumed. In al
most all such eases it is necessary Lo
pick and pack the fruit while it is vet
hard and before it has matured
enough to have flavor. This accounts
for the California fruit on the eastern
market that is such a disappointment
to the buyers, being almost without
flavor.

The growing of plums is not a aifl
cult matter. As it is to-lay there i
almost no locality that will not pro
duce some one variety of plums to
perfection. It has taken us a long
time to find this out. Farmers put In
orchards of the Domesticas (Buropean
plums) and succeeded with them in
some parts of the country. But in
other sections they did not sneceed
and it was at once concluded that the
attempt to grow plums was folly and
an expense that could give no re
turns. But since that time a good
many varieties have been introduced
from Japan and other countries, and
in this country the Wild Goose and
Americanas have heen brought to a
condition of size and quality that en-
tirely change the prospects

The very regions that cannot Erow
the Domesticas - and the Japanese
plums grow ihe Americanas in great
abundance. Of these there are now
more than 100 varieties. Some of
them, like the DBayard, are of most
excellent plum favor and of good
slze, New varieties are Dleing
brought out every vear, and it is safe
fo predict that In ten years more we
will have plums of the Americana
family as large and meaty as the old
Lombard.

Uniform Fruit.

The orchardist that has fruit to
dispose of will find it to his advan-
tage to have the frult that he Is sall-
ing uniform. Uniformity has a vahie
in the eyes of the buyer. 'That gen-
tleman Is looking for a package of
fruit, whether in barrel or box, that is
one thing all the way through. It i3,
therefore, a mistake to mix large and
small apples. The man thut has a
good deal of money and wants to buy
apples for his family will buy the
large apples, and he does not want a
lot of small ones mixed In with them.
The man that is keeping a boardng
house or hotel or the man that has
little money and a large family will
buy the smaller apples and he does

a widow buys the small apples, as
they go further among the children,
She, like the hotel keeper, reasons
that “an apple is an apple.”
Persconal Reputaticn.

Every fruit grower that has much
frult to dispose of can make a per-
scnal reputation if he sets out to do
so. It requires, however, honesty of
package and quality of frult., [irst
and last, the man that creates this

| kind of a reputation gets a little ahove

the market price. It may only aver-
age five per cent, but that i3 all galn
and is in addition to the profit that
he would make even at ordinary
prices. Buyers are looking for the
man that has enongh pride and busi-
ness acumen to want to secure for
himself an unsullled reputation fn the
matter of his commercial transac.
tions. They are more ready to deal
with that kind of a2 man thag with any
other.

Those are model dalrles where milk
I8 produced and handled that is as
clean and wholesome as milk can be
made; the cows are In good condl
tion, free from disease in any stage,
and frequently examined by a skilled
volerinarian, who removes from the
herd any suspected animals; none
hut wholesome feods are used; the
stable 18 abundantly lghted and well
ventilated, often thoroughly cleaned
and kKept in a correct sanitary eondl
tion; the cows are kept clean and
comfortable; the attendants are
healthy and cleanly; all utensils are
sterilized dafly; greal care Is taken
to protect the milk from contamina-
ton; the milk is promptly cooled, and
it should contain less than one one-
fhousandth part as many bacteria as
are found in much of the milk regular-
ly sold In cities and towns.

A model dairy does not require a
large outlay of capital, but It requires
a keen intelligence and unremitting
care in s management. Some {n-
crease in running expense is neces
sary, as wonld be expected. Such
dairies are few, but their number 18
slowly Increasing. One of the chiet
reasons why they do not increase
more rapldiy Is that the public does
not appreciate the advantages of thelir
product and seems unwilling to pay a
slightly advaneed price for it. If the
question were generally understood,
there would be such a demand for
high-grade wmilk at fair prices that
model dairies would quickly come to
be the rule instead of the exception,
When consumers are willing to pay
enongh to encourage dairymen to ex-
ercige close supervision over thelr
cows and fo take all of the precau-
tion necessary to insure milk of high
quality and purity, from both chem-
ical and bacteriological standpoints,
and will insist on having such milk
then that kind will be amply supplied.
It is the duty of dalrymen themselves
lo help bring about this condition,
Milk is cheaper than most other foods
(even when It Is sold at an advanced
price made necessary by extra care In
its produection), and for this reason,
as well as others, it 18 well suited to
furm a large part of the dietary.—I1L
S. Dept. of Agrl,
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Killing of Peach Buds,

The Kkilllng of peach buds 1s due
directly to the low temperature to
which they are subjected. There is,
however, another reason or cause
that is Indirect, but {s very important,
and that is the swelling of the buds
in the warm days In winter, In other
words the more perfectly dormant
the buds are the greater degrees of
cold can they endure without being
Injured. A good many cultivators
have made the mistake of late culty
valing thelr trees whether a erop of
peaches was on them or not, It
makes a difference whether the trees
are bearing fruit or not at time of
being cultivated. In the case of &
tree heavily loaded with fruit the
late summer cultivation merely helps
develop the fruit more and the ex-
tra food supplicd the trees douas
not therefore go entirely into the de-
veloping of buds. But it Is always
the case that some trees in the peach
orchard have few or no peaches on
them, and such trees take all the sur-
plus food given them and put it Into
the making of buds for the next year.
The buds thus developed are more
susceptible to the effects of frost
than are those that are on the trees
that had peaches. This makes a
problem for the cultlvator of the
peach orchard, This is not so hard to
solve in the years when all the trees
have a crop of peaches or do not
have a crop of peaches, but Is espe-
cially hard to solve In the years when
the crop is Irregularly distributed In
the orchard,




