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MINE OF DEADLY QUALITY.
Bursting Charge of from 500 to 1,000
Pounds of Guncotton.

The observation mine Is a large
strueture of cylindrical shape, and
carries a bursting charge of from 500
to 1,000 pounds of guncotton—the
quantity varying In accordance with
the depth of water in which it Is to
work. As shown in the cut, the gun-
cotton is jacked in layers in copper
tanks or cases having holes in them
to permit the admission of water for
wetlling. The lower central case has

a hole for the reception of the primer
guncotton
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mercury, The rest of the mine space

Is left for the sake of buoyancy, the
sum of which is egual to a tendency
to rise of 10 pounds' pressure. This
H00-pound mine has an efiective or
destructive area equal to a circle 60
feet in diameter. These mines are
generally planted in series of from
six to ten, again, radiating like the
ribs of a palm-leaf fan, each with a
separate cable about 180 feet long.—
Boston Herald,

Model Made by Convicts.

There is a remarkable model at
South Kensington, England. Made 1o
a scale of twenty feet (o the ig®h, it
shows a part of the additions to the
dockyard at Chatham-—a great feat of
engineering skill accomplished by
convict labor, In fourteen vears the
penal prisoners excavated the docks,
made 102,000,000 bricks for the retain-
ing walls, and did an enormous amount
of masonry and other work, Altogeth-
er the enlargement is one of the great-
est feals that can be put to the eredit
of conviets, In the model which com-
memorantes it there are the figures of
295 prisoners, forty superintendents
and other officers and fourteen free
men,

His Mascot.
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Athletics Enlarge Girls' Hands.

A No. 6 glove to-day is larger than
the same size five vears ago. The
girls play golf and are athletiec and
their hands have grown,
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FLOWERS THAT TELL TIME.
to the Minute

Their Petals.

There are flowers that aect as time
keepers for those who have by obser-
vatton studied thelr wavs and habits,
and so punctual are they that lahor.
ing men in some countries tell from
them when the hour for dinner and
leaving work has come: while in cer-
tain districts the school children are
said to be dismizsed when the gont's
beard closes, which it does punciually
at the same time every day The
gardener to a millionalre has provided
a fowerwelock in the shape of a elr
cular flower bed, with twelve divi
slons. Bach of the divisions, from one
to twelve, containg lowers which open
or close at the corresponding hour.
Thus the two space is occupied by a
I, made of hawkseed, which
a2t 2 p. m,, precisely, and so on. He
had no difficulty in finding flowers to
sult the several hours, and in some
cases the figure has been made of
more than one flowor Amongst the
flowers used are the snow thistle.
hlue chicory, pimpermel, marigold,
Star ol Bethlehem, and evening Prim
rose.  The Yellowstone park contains
the most unique greenhouse for flow
er caltivation in the world, the heat
being obtained from one of the natu
ral hot springs, or geyvsers, the water
of which from the earth al a
temperature near boiling point, The
shortest-lived Aowers are the dew
flowers of the Death Valley in Cali-
fornla. Heavy dews are waflted by
the winds from the mountaing over
the parched plain, and an hour or two
before sunrise the moist sand, with
is under-current of warmth, gives life
to the dew flower. When the light he
gins to glow in the cast, myriads of
tiny pink flowers burst into  bloom,
hugging the sand for the few minutes
they are destined to live. The sun's
rays come slanting acrosgs the sur-
face, and, as thought a tonch of fire
had passed over them, the dew flow-
ers wither and disappear.—Montreal
Herald.

Punctual in Closing

closes
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A Rubber Neck.
The effect of opium in reducing the
body to a mere skeleton has many
fllustrations Chinese ol

among the

Alerican citles. A siriking example

of the effects of the drug is illustrated |

herewith. The Chinaman in question
weighs only eighty-seven pounds, al-
though he is over five feet in height

and was originally a man of normal |

slze. The skin of the face, it will be
seen, Is stretched tightly over the
skull, while the bones of the neck are
painfully prominent. The proportions
of the neck add a curious mixture of
comedy to this tragic Now
York Herald.

Ngure

Productive Pumpkin Seed.
From a single sced Jordan
of Webster, Mass., has produced just
466 |1lallluih of pumpkin. Fyjom a sin
gle seed of the ordinary garden pumi-
Kin variety he has this season pro-
duced twenty-tkree pumpkins on the
vine, the largest individual vegetable

welghing twenty-seven pounds.
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CRACK SHOT WITH REVOLVER.

Dr. Sayre Has Held Championship
Many Years.

The revolver champlonship which
Dr. S™Wre has held so long is shot at
rangoes of twenty-five, fifty and seven-
ty-five yards, Twenty-five shots are
fired at each range, filteen seconds be-

ing allowed for each siring of fives,
The contest s open to all comers,
whether military or civilian marks

men, the only restrietion being that
the arm shall be a military weapon,
In the contests at Fort Riley, Kan,,
Dr. Sayre was second among fifty
contestants in the revolver mateh, His

seore

was 130 to 136 for
Michael Cary, U, 8. A.

Sergeant
Most of the
competitors were army men, The
range was new to Dr. Savre, and his
score I8 eonsidered excellent, Return-
ing from Fort Riley he went to Sea
girt, with which range he I8 familiar,
and promptly won the squadded revol-
ver mateh, with a score of 180 at fifty
yvards, Fourteen national guard or-
ganizations took part in this contest

Amazing Pigeon Story.

When vou do a thing do it well.
When you do a friend do him well
algo, and when you tell a story let It
be the best of its kind, F. H. 8. Mor-
ricon telle the most amazing pigeon
varn ever heard. “During the Franco-
Prussian war the French caught a
homing pigeon which was being sent
to transmit information into the he-
sieged city of Paris.  The bird was
made a prisoner of war and kept in
confinement for ten years. When
given its liberty it at once returned
to its old home.” That bird muost
have been tortured daily in prison to
make it hate the place and long al
ways for its cole In Uermany.—New
York Press.

Real Pleasure,

Her halr of some hoe forgotien bhut
heautiful throngh thickness of its pol
ished coils, a countenance chigeled
for a sculptor's ideal,

She was clothed in purple,

The skiff which she propelled in the
Central park lake moved forward like
a #nail while the prodigious splashing

“Ain't the water nice?”

from her oars drenched the young
man who held the tiler ropes
He dodged what he could and en

dured the rest cheerfully. He leaned
forward eagerly when she spoke,
“Ain't the water nice?” ghe suggest-
bucketful perhaps
as a sample, "I do so love to row a
boat, don't you? New York Tele

graph.

Crane Was a mMonscer,

A crane was recently shoi In Cal
rain, Mass,, which was Ove feet tall
and measured six feet from tip o tip
of wing
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ORIGIN OF MODERN CARTOON.
Began with the Publication of Punch
in 1841,

The birth of Punch In 1841 was the
beginning of the modern carleature,
ulthough (hese eartoons, now so fa
mous, did not start until 1843, Punch,
it I8 alleged, did far more than merely
to change the terminology of earien-
ture; he revolutionized its spirit; he
made it possible for Gladstone to say
of it that “in his early days when an
artlst was engaged to prodoce politieal
satires he nearly always descended to

"GENERAL FEVRIER TURNKD

- Ffrom Punch - 7TRAITOR ¢
carleature, and some-
Toway the humor

Egross personal
times indecency.

ous press showed o total absence of
vinlgarity and a  falrer  treatment,
which made this department of war-

fore nlways ploasing.  The history of
Puneh is practieally the story of ear
tooning in modern England., Punch le
to England what La Caricatnre is to
France, and something more, for it
has the flavor at least of authority.

The death of the Czar Nicholas,
who had bonsted of his Generals Jan-
nary and February being the officers
he most depended upon, which oc-
curred in Fehruary, 1855, called forth
one of Punch's historieal cartoons, en-
titled “General Fevrier Turned Tralt-
or.”  As a matter of fact, but not of
history, the Czar committed sulelde,
and his death was not due to pnenmo-
nia, as was then stated.

“Leaven” of the Ancients,

The veast employed by the ancients
in making bread was probably of the
saime kind as the lsraelites of the
days of the great Pharoah the op-
pressor nged, calling it “leaven.” This
was what Is known nowadays as a
wild yeast, its germs or sporce belng
afloat everywhere in the air. A bit
ol dough was preserved out of each
bateh prepared for the ovens, and
when _this was added to the next
dongh the yeast contained In it quick.
ly spread through the whole, only a
little being required to “leaven the
whole luvmp.”

A Marvelous Tunnel,

The Swiam tunne! on the Transean-
casian rallroad s located at an alne-
tude of nearly 4,000 feel and is two
ard a hall miles In length. It has
been completed in four years, The
wveraee advance in twenty-four hours
was about elghiteen foet.

4,000 Years Cld.

This

pleture of Queen
taken (rom an

Semiramin
Assyrian docu-

Perhaps should not ex-
oven a queen to live up to a
reputation for beauty for 4,000 years,

WAS
ment.
nect

ane

Cripp'ed in Removing Boot,
Andred J. Curtiss of Bristal, Conn
has been a cripple last
Mr., Cartlss wears and
pulling one of them on he
his hip jolnt.

June,
while
dislocated

since

bools,
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