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Gotham Sketches.

Has the World Been Unjust?
A Manly Preacher — Dispos-
ing of Mohammed—A Charm-
ing Aerial Garden. w w W

[From Our New York Correspondent.)
IHEN the ]ate

Russell Sage

was in the

flesh he  was

regarded as a

precious inher-

itanee by news-
paper men of

every degree.

It was not be-
cause he was
an ideal man to
interview, He
had littde to
gay o those
whose trying

duty it is to

gather knowl-

edge at  first
hand, and the

little he said

not al-
ways adapted
Lo reproduc-
becanse, willy
nilly, the man and millions were
an ever present inspiration, When ali
other souvees of information were seal-
ed hermetically, when there was
solutely “nothing doing™” ‘in the
gathering activity, it was still possi-
ble to evoive a romance with “Unecle
Russ"” for a hero. At the time of Lis
he was regarded the

wias

rather

his

tion. It was

nh-

news

passing from

REPORTER

ON THE TRAIL OF “UNCLE RUsS.”
newspaper writer's viewpoint as the
“safest” materinl in the market. 1le
resented nothing, demwed nothing and
protested never. If he were hurt he
never made any sign. He seemed to
accept tacitly everything written or
said of him or at least to ignore it

And yet it was ouly the other day
that his widow, with a quaver in her
soft volce that was not due alone to
advancing years, assured me that the
world had made a eruel mistake in its
estimate of Russell Sage; that be-
neath his eynical and uninviting ex-
terlor there throbbed a heart which
yvearned for a closer fellowship with
man. She protested earnestly that the
dead financier's reputation for par-
simony was entirely undeserved. That
he had a distaste for the luxuries of
life she admitted freely, but that he
was miserly she denied firmly.

“T know T can't take the stuff with
me, amd [ wouldn't if I could,” he
once said to her when she suggested

MRS, SAGE AND HER MILLIONS.
that it might be well to unload some of
his accumulations on charitable ob-
jeets, “But I'd be sure to make a
mess of it if I tried to dispose of it as
vou suggest. DBetter wait until yon
have a free hand yourself.”

Granted that all this sounds like n
fairy tale, isn't it just possible that the
world has blundered? Wasn't Mrs.
Sage's aopport ty to get at the real
truth of the matter better than that of
anyvbody and hasn’t she proved
herself to be a woman of rare good
judgment?

One of the most manly men I know
is a Gotham preacher and a good one.
His name is Peters—not Madison Clin-
ton, but Joln DPunnett—and he is the
rector of big St. Michael’'s churceh, with
hip of 1,800 souls, in ever)
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in the world;
that he has con-
ducted explor-
ing and execavat-
ing expeditions
the TUniver-
of Pennsyl-

yery

for
sity
amd for
the Metropolitan
AMuscum of Nat-
ural
that b~ has writ-

History:
“X0 GOD SAVE
ALLAH.” e e ks,
eral of them, which are used
books in the universities; that he is ac-
knowledged to be America's premier
Hebraist. Perhaps the majority of
them have never heard of all this.
What they do know is that their pastor
i<" interested in them and in thelr daily
lives and that he has the trick of mak-
ing them just as Interested In him. It
is impossible not to be {nterested when
Dr. Peters is speaking. I bave tried it
and know whereof I speak.

This same clever little Dr. Peters
has atways been a law ubto himself—
in an ecclesiastical sense, that is. He
didn't walt for the house of bishops

Sev-

as f1ext

to pass the widely discussed canon 19,
There bhas always been an “open pnul-
pit™ at St. Michael’'s, Men—yes, wo-
men, too—of all shades of religlous
belief have been given an opportunity
to “say things" in this spacious tem-
ple.  All that Is essential Is to satisfy
Dr. John that you know something
really worth while, and he will do the
rest, It needn’t be theological, elther.
Any well defined sociological text will
o qnite as well. Anything that makes
for the betterment of mankind Is good
enongh for the rector of St. Michael's,
e does not, a5 a rule, encourage oth-
ers to discuss pelitical questions in his
pulpit, but he does not deny himself,
Ile bLelleves that polities Is quite im-
portant enough to have a place in the
‘hureh, and he acts accordingly. “No
dogma at all but the dogma of right
living™ Is his creed, yvet he is not con-
sldered heretical. e has the most
profound respedét for the religions con-
vietions of everybody and ecannot be
flrawn Into a dectrinal diseussion,
The doctor was the guest of a promi-
nent Turkish official in Constantinaple,
a very intelligent Moslem and a warm
admirer of the American scholar, As
an unusual mark of his esteem the de-
vout follower of the prophet invited
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THE CRITIC WIELDS HiS BATON.
him
mosque.

LI}

Before

e, Peters to accompany
recular visit to the
einlering the holy p!
mind that he wonla™
as far as his conscience would permit.
He followed host in the prelimi-
nary prostrations aund silent prayers,
and all went well wntil Moslem
riised his arms heavenward and ejacu-
lated fervently, *“There is no God
save Allah, and Molhammed is his
prophiet!”  “There is no God save Al-
repeated the doctor, “and—and,
according to ISoran, Mohammed is his
prophet!™

The busiest man in Gotham—he ad-
mits it—is Hammerstein, pro-
prietor of the Manhattan Opera House
amd sundry other metropolitan enter-
prises desizned primarily to benefit the
public and then, if anything is left
over, to make life a trifle less strenu-
for the philanthropic impresario.
Do not conclude
Lastily that he )
is in Euwrope
pegging  away
at the somnl
racking busi-
ness of eungag-
ing artists for
pext season at
Lis opera house.
Haven't you
learned that it
isn’t at all neec-
essary for Mr.
Hammerstein to
follow the ordi-
nary exhaunst-
inz and rather
debasing meth-
ols of obtain-
ing the best
there is on
earth? Show
me a diva who
has made her
contract with-
out affording
the magnani-
mous uscar an
oppertuuity to
exploit lier on his billboards and T will
give her a piace in my museutn ef rari-
ties. Onh, no; Mr. Hammerstein is do-
ing semzethine mueh worthier of the at-
tention of the man of genius which he
undoubtedly is. e is converting the
roofl ef his Manhattan Opera House into
a tropical garden, covered in
winter, 2 charming jungle of palms and
gorgeous orchards, It is to this aerial
greenery that one may retire when he
needs resuscitation from the eccentrici-
ties of De Bussy, most modern of com-
posers, with lis patent scale and pat-
ent applied for harmonies. Melba,
Tetrazzini and Mary Garden are alil
coming, and the zarden.
What is there left for the future?

last time I saw Mr. Hammer-
at close range he Insisted on
limiting our con-
versation to a
discussion of the
musical  erities
of Gotham and
their methods, 1
inferred from
what he was
that
was of the opin-
fon that the zen-
tlemen who
“make or bhreak”
professional
singers were not
always qualified
to speak, and 1
asked him point
blank if such
were his honest
belief,

I remember
that he wore at
the time a huge
red carnation in
his coat lapel,
and Dbefore he
answered my
query he disen-
gaged it gently
trom his button-
bole, took a long and lingering sniff of
its spley sweelness and handed it to
me with an amused expression on his
face. *Those musical eritics—those
bhalf dozen fellows who arrogate to
themselves the duty of directing the
public taste— why, man, they don't
know any more about music than—
than—I do!" he declared, sotto voce.
Even for the sake of a comparison that
was a4 very frank admission for Mr.
Hammersteln.
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Thke Prig and His Cane.

In the number of the Tatler for Oct.
6, 1704, it Is obeerved that "a cane Is
part of the dress of a prig” (this, by
the way, shows e erroneous notiol
prevalent that “priggishness™ s
modera word) “and always wori upei
a button, for fear heshould be thoughi
to have an oceaslon for It or e esteso-
ed really and not genteelly a cripple.”

In the number of Nov. 18 a rural
squire 11 town Is sketched wiwo is the
prototype of one of the pavement nul
sances: “His arms naturally swung ol
from his

the advantaze ol a

nreasonahble distance
sides, with
cane that he brandished in a gieat va-
riety of lrregular motions, made It un-
safe for any to walk within sev-
eral yvards of him."

And under date of Dee. D there s an
amusing sketeh of “a lively, fresh col-
ored young man” who was among the
applicants to Isaae Bickerstafl’s court
of censorship for license to use “ecanes,
perspective glusses, snuffhoxes, orungt
tower waters amd the
of life.” This young man had his cane
Langing on his fifth button and was
“an Oxford scholar who was just en-
tered at the temple™
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A Wedding Superstiticn.
It has been considered uulucky to be
married in May ever since the days of

peaple who have spen

time in looking up roots and

reasons have giv what they conshier
1o be the
follows:

In ancient
May a festival ealled the Lemuria, ol
feast of the Lemures, which was o
ceremony in honor of the speeches of
depaited with the
Romans what we call “bad
form” to have matrimonial feasts at
the season of a solemn ritnal
doubt thought to be an
dead to marry at such a time. From
this o number of siories grow of the
revenge made by the cuiragel ghesis
upon those who dizrorard
them, and 1f anvihi rtnnnie han
prened to a couple who had been moar
ried in May it svonld, of course. have
heen put down to retribution. So the
traditicn of ill Inck arose, and its in
fluence has lasted ever since, even to
our time,

€1
origin of the superstition as
there held in

Rome

wias

becane
shanld

sounls. It

bieing no

insult to the
L5 |

dared to

nnt

Towed by a Halibut

About the months of the streams on
which salmon camps are situated the
Indian docs and ehildren amuse ‘them-
selves entching the fish, Some of the
voungsters are =0 small that after they
have snceceeded In cornering a fish
the combined efforts of the party are
often required to dispatch it and carry
it to camp. 1 have watehed dogs run-
ning about in a rift spapning at the
salmon and apparently having the time
of their lives.

One of the most amusing sizghts that
I saw during my stay in Alaska was
two Indian boys being towed abont
the harbor st Kadiak by a huge hali-
but they had just hooked. Ttterly un-
able to land the fish, they had fastened

he line to the stern of the hoat, and
while they pulled with all their might
each one at an oar, they rallied each
other fer noi exerting more strengih
and shonted loudly for help. Finally
an Indian put out In a boat, and the

fish was landed.—Forest and Stream.

Ecwildering France.

There are in I'rance two Bordeauxs,
the one in the Gironde and a tiny place
in the Lolret. There are two 'Tou-
louses, the olil town in the Haute-
Garonne and Toulouse du Jura, a vil-
Inge with oo0 inhabitants, near Lons-le-
Saunier. Tours in Touraine,
Balzace's the Indre-et-Loire
and Tours, a villace in Savoyv,
Albertville. There are seven St. Cyrs
simple St. Cyrs, that is, and twenty-
four with somethinzg tacked on to
them; seven S{. Denises and forty-
seven with some addition, fourteen St.
Germains and 11! with something
tacked on.

There is
Tours in

near
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vou don't
it.""—Wash-

Full or It

Ars. Caterly—In a short time now

we will de . our heating by aleohol.

Caterby—That's good. All we'll have

to do will be fo connect your Uncle
Jake to the furnaee and range—Life.

Foolish Question.
“Why, my boy, did you fall in that
open coal hole?”
“No:; course not.
they bLuilt a
lustrated Biis.

I wuz in here, an’
pavement over me."—II-

By the streets of “by and by" one
arrives at the house of “pever.”—Cer-
vantes.
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HATEVER else he may be,
the average American s two
things—he Is a politician and
a sportsman.  Whether he

makes either of these branches of ac
tivity a business or a pastime, the
American citizen of average tendencies
will pay conslderable attention to one
or both of them, no matter what other
courses his life may pursue. The sport
Ing Interests of American life are In
creasing day by day. England once
rightfully boast-
ed that she
supreme in every
line of
manly
whether
tive or solely rec
and not
competitive, but
of Inte veurs
Britain has
foreeid nto A
practically  Indi
crous second pls
throuzh what

leadingz authority
in Awmeriea

“athletic

was
T

£ al ’ roentle
3 ';%:‘ sport

e competi

ey,

e reative

Lieen
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'
the

ferms

degener

HASEINS, ONe acy.
ARMED GOLFER. Ameriea

first place in the world's sporting life,
and the present period of the yem
marks the high water mark of eacl
year's operations, It iIs now that the
major leazues' baseball eampaigns
draw the biggest except the
world’s championship series, It Is now
I that the bhaseball pennant races ure
most Litterly fonght. The national ton
nis championships and national rowing
races are topics of the hour. Interest
| ln fortheomingz golf championships is
at fever piteh. Swimmers to
smash world’s records. T'he most val-
uable horse races of the yvear arve being
run. I
forming plans for their fall campaigns,
Yacht racing is enthusiastically fol-
loweil.

One of the most sensational develop-
ments of the season has been the rise

ftalps

crowds,

sirive

wthall coaches and captains are
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HAYES AT THE MOMENT HE FINISEFD THE
MARATHON HACE.

of a4 young New York dry gonods clerk

to the honor of b hailed as the

| greatest long distance in the

world. This lad is John J.

New York, wi of the

race in the Clympie games i

inz
runner
ITaves of

Mariathon

duringz the remaind

he absolutely insists on so doing.
is the candy kid of Uncle Sam’s
of =omml boy

| ty-six, is

Haoves'

tv-=1x miles from
finish line in the
Iay he will be twenty-six ye
Liee Hiw S,
When
Hayes with a

L3 Al -3 bairtque 1 . $ a1~
wice thirteen, o1

1 N
Ineky
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Queen  Alexandra

zold enp at the stadiom

presente

the lad was o nervous

that he slipped and almost

lonz down the steps of the royal bic
Who ever heard of a one armed golf
* who was of real championshiy H

ber or who was of any cal

List 1o this

sSint'y of a one ¢

| ishman who has beaten a score
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‘fl::_- professional at the Hoylake links,
is {1 aud he the nove
o the one an hampior

vid, though Ivor DBote

at the La Roulis links. is
eported to have bLeaten him. Haskh
as covered the difficult Hos

Haskins makes some re-

man makes

rmed

azZon,

rourse in 8.
| markably n
| Bandicap, and Is very clever at gett
the ball away from bunkers.
Javelin throwing is a new form
is gaining many follow
States. This is a peculiar
tance of the transplanting to Amer-
s0il of a pastime first developed
among the barbarians of central Af-
{rica. There are two oflicial ways of
[ hurling the javelin. One is the free
style, and the other provides that the
thrower must grasp the spear in the
middle. A Danish afhlete now holds
the world’'s javelin throwing record.

oY avaice Sy T
longz drives, conside
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that ug vers in
nitedd

. I his possession letlers and reports

PUBLIC LIBRARY NOTES.

There comes to the library desk a vol- |

ume, “‘Poems and Sketches of Nebras
ka,"’from the pen of Addison Erwin Shel-
don,director field work of the State His-
| torieal Society, The poems breathe the
' atmosphers and spirit of Nebraska, and
are dedicated “To the Pionsers of Ne-
| braska.” One poem, “Before So Many
People Built Their {1ouses in Between,"
{ will appeal with sigaificance to the old
gottlers on the prairies,

The library keops many magazines on
file in patent binders, and these are
loaned the same as the books, We fnd
the following numbers of recent dates
Aare missing:

St. Nicholas for Jan., Harper's
Montkly for Feb,, 10083, Cosmopolitan
for Feb., 1908; McClure for Nov,

15908;
and

and Sept., 1907 ; Everybodv's for June
and Oct., 1906.
numbers, and willing to take them from
their file will confer n favor by making
it known to the librariap will
glad to purchase them if they are in suit-

who ba
able condition for binding,

The first of September is the time
the apnual appointing of a hibrarian, and
applications for the position should be
in the hands of the seeretary of li-
brary board before that time,

for

the

Prizes Advance Price ol
Northern

vanced from 215 per acre

Land.

Lands in Mississippi al
) 220 and &30

per acre because of an award won

by a
|[.{ru\\'t'ruf alfalfa on his exhibit at the
( St. Leuis Exposition.

This story is told b

Merry, general immig

Captain J. F.

¥
ration

arent of
| the Illinois Central railway, who has in
whieh
in itsell s
good with every newspaper man in lowns
{ and Ilinois.

There
adapted to certain crops.
just
would produce until the far: (T
mented with alfalfa. When one of

| substantiate his word, which

are some lands parlicularly
what some of the Mississippi lands

peri

the

became apparent that the Mississippi
lanids were alfalfa lands and
produced

five crops

being on

that

per year are now
them. The result is
have increased in value,

The National Corn Exposition which
i3 to bs held at Omaha, December 9 to

the

19, will show the varieties bhest suited to|

certain sections of the agricultural re-

gion, even better than they wers shown |

at one of the world’s fairs or industrial
expositions. To learn more about clover
and alfalfa as soil rejuvenators is worth
a trip to the exposition at Omaha.
These crops not only feed the soil but
also furnish a much needed protein feed.

jetter crops means crop rotation and
this means an effective way to get rid of
many ingect pests, The results of seed-
ing fields to clover and alfalfa in recular
rotation with other crops, will be shown
at the Omaha Exposition

Henry George, Jr.

The Redpath Chautnugua System was
very fortunate in getling Henry George,
Jr., of New York City, to fill the season’s
dates for Dr. Peter McQiueen,
taken sick
material for a new

who

WAS

while in Africa preparin

illustrated with stereoptice

his ** Wonders
has not kept in i
It-;uri:-'f_. but has
| pictures which lie
effect. DBut it is in
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l?':;.fl"“

¢ | structive. In

ouf the dilierence in

of New Yoarkers very rich m

i life

GILBERT ELDREDGE—CHAUTAUQCA,

Dec., 1907; Harper's for March, April,
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The fuiluwing lotters, cards and pack
| ages romain uncalled for at the McCook
postoffice, August 7, 1008
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NEILL BROS.
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