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Special Message the Re-
sult of Chief Execu-

tive’s Recent Visit.

MUCH GOOD WORK DONE

L
L

Progregs Made Under American Ad-
ministration Is Pointed to with
Pride—Last Year the Most Pros-
perous the Island Has Ever Known
—Congress Urged to Confer Full
American Citizenship Upon the
Porto Ricans— Nould Have All In-

sular Governments Placed in One
Bureau.
Wiashington.—President Roosevelt's

message, describing conditions in Por-

to Rico, and making recommendations

for legislation he believes NeCessury,

was read to the congress. It is as fol-

lows:

To the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives:

On November 21 1 visited the island
of Porto Rico, lunding at. Ponce, cross:
ing by the old Spanizsh road by Cayey
Lo San Juan, and returning next morn-
ing over the new American road from
Arecibo to Ponce; the scenery was
wonderfully beautiful, especially
among the mountains of the interior,
which constitute a veritable tropic
Switzerland. I could not embark at
San Juan beeanse the harbor has not
been dredzed ont and ean not receive
an Anerican battleship. 1 do not
think this fact creditable to us as a
nation, and 1 earnestly hope that im-
mediate provision will be made for
dredginz San Jnan harbor.

I doubt whether our people as a
whole realize the beanty and fertility
of Porto Rico, and the progress that
has been made under its admirable
government. We have just eause for
pride in the character of our represen-
tatives who have administered the
tropie islands which came under our
flag as a result of the war with Spain;
and of no one of them is this more
true than of Porto Rico. It would be
impessible to wish a more faithful, a
more efficlent and a more disinter-
ested public service than that now be-
ing rendered in the island of Porto
Rico by those in coutrol of the insular
government,

I stopped at a dozen towns all told,
and one oif the notable features in
every town was the gathering of the
school children. The work that has
been done in Porto Rico for education
has been noteworthy. The main em-
phasis, as is eminently wise and prop-
er, has been put upon primary educa-
tion; but in addition to this there is a
normal school, and agricultural school,
three industrial and three high
schools. Every effort is being made to
secure not only the benelits of ele-
mentary education to all the Porto
Ricans of the next generation, but
also as far as means will permit to
train them so that the industrial, agri-
cultural and commerecial opportunities
of the island can be utilized to the
best possible advantaze. It was evi-

dent at a glance that the teachers,
both Americans and native Porto
Ricans, were devoted to their work,

took the greatest pride in it, and were
endeavoring to train their pupils, not
only in mind, but in what counts for
far more than mind in citizenship, that
is, in character.

I was veryv much struck by the ex-
cellent character both of the insunlar
police and of the Porto Rican regi-
ment. They are both of them bodies
that refleet credit upon the American
administration of the island. The in-
sular police are under the local Porto

Rican government. The Porto Rican
regiment of troops must he appro-
printed for by the congress. [ earn-

estly hope that this bhody will be ket
permanent. There shicnid cortainly be
troops in the islond, and it is wise
that these troops should be themselves
native Porto Ricaas. It wwmld be
from every standpoirt a misiake not
to perpetuate this regiment,

In traversingz ‘he island even the
most cursory survey leaves the be-

holder struck with the evident rapid
growth in the eni‘ure both of the su-
gar cane and tobaeco. The fruit in-
dustry is also growing. Last yvear was
the most year that the
fsland has ever irovn before or sinea
the American o-cunation. The total
of exports and imnorts of ths island
was $45.000.000, as azainst $18,000,000
fn 1901. This is the larges: in the
island’s history. Prior to the Ameri
pan occupation the greatest trade for
any one yvear was that of 1896, when it
reached nearly $22.000,000. Last vear,
therefore, there was double the trade
that there was in the most prosper-
ous year under the Spanish regim:e.
There were 210273 tons of sugar ex-
ported last year, of the value of §14.-
186.219; $3.555,163 of tobacco, and
28,290,322 pounds of coffee of the value
of $3.481.102, Unfortunately, what
used to be Porto Rico’s prime crop—
coffec—has not shared this prosper-
ftv. It has never recovered from the
disaster of the hurricane, and, more-
over, the benefit of throwing open
pur market to it has not compensated
for the loss inflicted by the closing of

pProsperous

eration of Labor, and from the Coffee
Growers’ association. :

There Is a matter to which T wish
to ecall vour especial attention, and

that is the desirability of cunferringl
full American citizenship upon the

people of Porto Rico. | most earnest-
Iy hope that this will be done. [ can
not see how any harm can possibly re-
sult from It, and it seems to me a mat-
ter of right and justice to the people
of Porlo Rlco. They are loyal, they
are glad to be under our flag, they are
making rapid progress along the path
of orderly liberty. Surely we should
show our appreciation of them, our
pride In what they have done, and
our pleasure in extending recognition
for what has thus been done, by grant-
ing them full American citizenship.

Under the wise administration of the
present governor and conncil, marked
progress has been made in the diffienlt
maitter of grantinz to the people of the
island the largest measurce of self-gov-
ernment that ean with safety be given
at the present time, It would have
been a very serious mistake to have
gone any faster than we have already
gone 1 this direction. The PPorto
Ricans have complete and absolute
auntonomy in all their municipal gov-
ernments, the only power over them
possessed by the insular government
being that of removing corrupt or in-
competent  municipal officials. This
power has never been exercised save
on the eclearest proof of cormiption or
of incompetence—such as to jeopar-
dize the interests of the people of the
island; and under such cirecumstances
it has been fearlessly used to the im-
mense benefit of the people. It is not
a power with whieh it would be safe,
for the sake of the island itself, to dis-
pense at present. The lower house is
absolutely elective, while the upper
house is appointive. This scheme is
working well; no injustice of any Kind
results from it, and great benefit to
the 1sland, and it should certainly not
be changed at this time. The machin-
ery of the elections is administered en-
tirely by the Porto Rican people them-
selves, the governor and council keep-
ing only such supervision as is neces-
sary in order to insure an orderly elec-
tion. Any protest as to electoral frauds
is settled in the courts. Here again 1t
would not be safe to make any change
in the present system. The elections
this vear were absolutely orderly, un-
accompanied by any disturbance; and
no protest bas been made against the
managzement of the elections, although
three contests are threatened where
the majorities were very small and
error was claimed; the econtesis, of
course, to be settled in the courts. In
short, the governor and eouncil are co-
operating with all of the most enlight-
ened and most patriotic of the people
of Porto Rico in educating the citizens
of the island in the principles of order-
ly liberty. They are providing a gov-
ernment based upon each citizen's self-
respect, and the mutual respect of all
eitizens; that is, based upon a rigid
observance of the principles of justice
and honesty, It has not been easy to
instill into the minds of people unac-
customed to the exercise of freedom
the two basie principles of our Ameri-
can syvstem; the principle that the ma-
jority must rule, and the principle that
the minority has rights which must
not be disregarded or trampled upon.
Yet real progress has been made in
having these prineciples accepted as
elementary, as the foundations of sue-
cessful self-government.

I transmit herewith the report of the
governor of Porto Rico, sent to the
president through the secretary of
state.

All the insular governments should
be placed in one burean, either in the
department of war or the department
of state. It is a mistake not so to ar-
range our handling of these islands at
Washington as to be able to take ad-
vantace of the experience gained in
one. when dealing with the problem:
that from time to time arise in an-
other.

In conclusion let me express my ad-
miration for the work done by the con-
gress when it enacted the law under
which ithe island 1s now being admin-
istered. After seeing the island per-
sopally, and after five yvears' experi
ence in connection with its adminis-
tration. it is but fair to those who de-
vised this law to say that it would be
well-nigh impossible to have devised
any other which in the actual working

wonld have accomplished better res
sults. THEODGCRE ROOSEVELT.

The White House, Dee. 11, 1%06.

Aristocratic French Cabman.

One of the vicissitudes of life has '

been revealed by the death of an old
cabman  at St. Germain-en-Laye,
France. It transpires that the unfor-
tunaie old fellow was entitled to style
himself the marquis de Loz de Gouet-
Gouraud.
and in his earlier days the last unfor-
fortunate holder of the title had lived
in eircumstances befitting his rank.

But the latter part of his life was |

clouded by constant misfortune and at

last. two vears ago, poverty compelled

him in his old age to take to driving
a cab to eke out a wretched existence,

Bound to Keep Boys Busy,
The Purgess Hill (England} €roup
of ecouncil schocl manazgers, not being
allowed to encourage rifle shooting

among the boys, have decided to seek |
consent of the East Sussex education
authority to give instruction in gar- |

dening.

It is an old Spanish peerage

Work That ls Before Them—Some
Recommendations in Land Commis-
sioner Eaton's Report.

Preparing for Legislature.

LINCOLN—Neatly all the members
of the legislature have sclected their
and have secured guarters  in
Lineoln for the winter. It i5 helieved
that the members will meet Saturday
the Monday preceding
Tuesday, January 1, the day of the
apening  session. The  preliminary
mecting is eustomary for the purpose
of givinz the majority members ample
The
glate is usaally adopted at this meet-
AN no misunderstanding may
take place on the fioor the two
The eancis asreement is in-
varinhly carried ont and thus frietion
or delay in organization is  avoided.
There is considerable talk among the
riemhers of delegating to a commit-
tee comprising memhboers of both houses
the work of droftine the  Important
measures that are pledged by the re-
publican platform. This plan werked
well in 1903, when the new revenus
law was formulated Ly 2 joint commit-

Qeats

or followine

npportunity to acree on officors.

s thnt
of

honses,

toe.

Jndee E. P. Helmes of Lineoln has
spent considlerable time on o bhill pro-
viding for indeterminate sentences.
The bill is now complete and will be
introdueed in the legislature. Judge
Holmes has been on the distriet heneh
for miny years and his taken a deep
interest in eriminal proceedings.

Land Commissioner Recommends.

T.and Commiszioner 11, M. Eaton has
filed a repert with the governor which
contains many recammendations. The
report will be withheld by the gover-
nor's office nrtil it can be serutinized.
The report confains a recommendation
for a wider field for the investment
of the permanent school fund. M.
Eaton is willing to leave Yhe matter

with the legislature. Per=onally he
fevors investments in schoaol distriet
bonds and in lands. Tle ropeats his

recommondation for the selection of a
state accountant to  Investizate the
manazement and books of the state in-
sfitutions and to act as clerk of the
Board of Purchase and Supplies, and
to cneek vouchers drawn upon funds
in pavment for state supplies,

He recommends that the  interest
rate on sale contraets for state land be
reduced from 6 to 5 per cent, becanse
holders of leases ean horrow meoney
at 0 less rate and pay off their indebt-
giness to the stote, Tle eallis attention
to the faet that the legisliture passed
an act appropriating money received
by the Kearney Industrial school for
frarm produects and other supplies sold
by that institution. A similar approp-
riation bill was passed for the Home
for the Friendiess. The proceeds are
placed in a ecash fund and snuch funds
are usuaal at all state institutions.

Building of Armories,

State municipal aid for the building
3f armorics in the cities of Nehraska
where a militia company has shown
that it will be a permanent institution
will be earnestly recommended by Ad-
intant Culver. He will also recom-
mend the purchase of a permanent
samp ground and maneuver  ground
with a range, as near the center of the
state The maneuver
grounds at Fort Niohrara might be
riven to the state by the government.
but they are too far away, necessitat
ing too much railroad fare for the
transportation of the soldiers,

as ]}'.I.\-‘:”:iii“.

| Prizes for Good Drilling.
LINCOLN — Adjutant General Cul-
ver will prabably offer prizes for the
best-drilled squad, plateon and com-
pany of the Nebraska National guard.
He hopes to stir up rivalry between
the companies, thus inspiring better
work. Competitive drills will be held
in the companies, the winning sguad
heing sent to a brigade meeting for a
competitive contest, The hest drilled
squads from the varions brigades will
choose the squads in the regiments.

Permanent School Fund.
LINCOLN—Though more than $4.-
000,600 have been received in the per-
manent school fund durinz the last
two years. less than 210000 of it re-

mains uninvested. according to the
biennial report of the state aunditor.
Most of it has been used to buy se-

curities which net the estate about 314
| per cent interesi. The county treas-
I urer's have received inkeritance tax
| fees which aggresate about $10.000,

Railroad Grading Suspended.

NORFOLK—Grading on the new
Rosehud exiension of the North-

western., from Bonsteel to Grezory, S
D.. has been abandoned until spring.
pn account of the frozen sround,

FREMONT—Mrs. N,
mitted suicide at her
taking carbolic acid.
poor health lately

Cullerton com-
home here, hy
She had been in

I FREMONT—P. E. McKillip of Hum-
phreyv was the prineipil speaker hefore
ihe Dodge couniy farmers’ institute
Mr. McKillip's topiec was H:
urged the farmers to study scientific
methods and to be eareful in the sel-
ection of what theyv planted. He de-
clared this would put farming upon a
higher plane and make it so attractive
that the boys would net be leaving the
home place to seek other pursuits. As
much care should he exercised in get-
| ting good seed as in the breeding of
| their stock.

T
Seed.

date has not yet been fixed.
The Johnson county 12ir was not o
financially. Reeeipts  were

ST.929.40 and expenses $2.106.928,

SUCee=s

Charles Foster of Keyva Paha county
has just commenced & three year tern
in the penilentiary for horse stealing.

Farmers in Gare county have prac

tically finished gathering their corn
crop and most of the grain is in the
cril.

Floyd Ingalls, a 14yvearold boy of

and
handling

Omaha, shot
killed hy

a4 pistol,

aceidentally

his brather while

The connty board of cammissioner:a

of Thurston county. incorporated the
new town of Walthill, on the Great
Northern,

In western and northern Nebraska

seifz is a constantly Incredasing erop.
have an acroagze
oi more than 1.000 ench,

At Pender, Connty Judege King bound
Ocear Hamblin the distriet
eourt under 31000 bonds on the ehiarge
of stealing hogs from John Bjork.

The next guitlifvine examination for
the scholarshins awarded under  the
Ithodes heguest hes fixed  for
January 17 and o8 007, o the Univer-
sity of Nebraska beginning al 9 o'cleek,

in the case of the State  against
Mike Baorn=, on trial ot Albion,
charged with the kKilling of  James
Crimison on July 5 last, the jury ri-
tnrmed a verdict of not zuilty after
beine ont ahout six houars,

Seventeon counties

over (o

heen

IMive year's imprisonment in the
state penilentiary was the sentonce
that Judge PPanl Jecsen passed upon

Eli Mitehell the negro who was recent-
Iv convicted by a jury af Nebraska
City of a crime agiainst nature,

Mr. amd Mrs. Kirby Melirew, {wo of
ithe oldest of Ruarwell, eclo-
their wodding at the

seltlers

Yraterd golden

Mcthodist cehureh in that plaece. A
sun, fwo danghters and two gramd-
children were present, hesides ahont

sixiy friends.

News has been received at Kearney
that Willinm Oehlerich. formerly of
that eity, but now residing on a farm
near Rogers, engaged in repairing the
windmill when the steel stah tower he
was putting up fell down, =trikine him
on the head and erushinz a Targe part
of his skull

Coneressman  Norris  has  reecom-
mended O, K. Olmstead 1o he
master at Orleans, viee Andrew Rich-
mond. Ar. Ricamond has held the
office 2 long time, and has given excel.
lent for the fact  that
erowing deafness has made it Jdiffienls
for hoth him and patrons,

COrvice, save

The eounty treasurer of T.ineoln
county has reeceived 2 telezram that
the Burlinzton & Missouri River rail-

road had filed its petition for an in-

junetion in the Unitedl States ecourt
to restrain him and other treasurers

from levying on attaching the
property of the company for the 1906
inx.

Five hundred dollars reward
paid by the Nebruska Bankers' assao-
ciation to Detective James Mzalone of
LLineoln for the arrest and convietion
of Burzlars Burke and Riley, who
Elew the safe of the Chapman Stafe
bank of Chapman. and thiereupon
eloped with the $2.000 in cash which
they found.

An important measure deocided upon
by the state associiation of county
supervisors and commissioners at the
twelfth ammual measting which closea
2t Kearnev was the appointment of
a lezislative commities to attend the
sessions «of the legislature and in-
fluence legislation for the best inter-
e=ts of the nuhlie.

The report of Stafe Treasurer Mor-
tengon shows that of the $TASRTIA of
funds invested by the state in

o

securities, $5.609.028

or

irist
interest-hearing
is invested in bonds and eoupons
S1.819.087 in general and warranis, OF
the amonnt invested in bonds and con-
pons., 32042881 is Invested in the
bhends of other states.

The following dates have
for the heliding of comrt in the connties
ineluded in the First distriet by Judges
J. B. Rarer and W. H. Kelliger for
1907: Jolinson eonnty. Febraury 4
AMay 6 and October 7; Pawnes county,
February 11. May & and
Richardson coun!y. Febirnary 15, May
20 and Novenmiher 11: Nemaha county,
March 11, June 3 and b
Jefferson eounty, March 1I8. June 3
and Navember 11: Gage eounty, April
15. June 10 and December 2.

Tw. H. B. Ward, who has recently
had two offers fo leave the nniversity
of Nebraska, will remain,. Pr. Ward
has heen with the Nebraska mniversity
for fourteen yvears and darine that time
receiverd many  offers, none
which have been sufiicientlv tempting

anil

bog 1y opt

Octoher T:

Decemlier

has

to cause him to leave. Dr. Ward
Lieen sironzly nrged to remain

memhers of the fasrulty and others. I
is owinz to this and fo other reacans

that he will stay In Nehraska. Dr
Ward is dean of the mediea) sehoal

and head of the department of zo0logzy,

A. E. Ward, now in the office of
state superinfender orennyineg  the

position of vicepresident of the teach-

ten, i-..' ti) b=
privite sec-

wrs' examining commit
Cneressman-clect
refary.

The Young Men's Christian associa-
tion are contemplafing many improve-
ments. A semarate reom for the hns-
iness men wiil be added to the dress-
ing rooms in the bhasement and a gas
riange has heen purehased, to be nseid
in eonnection with the hanguets held
in the Young Marn's Christian assoed
fion building.

oyd's

post- |

|

| nared for some =zentle surprises:

L insiance,

|
|
i

|

Fatalities.

Old-fashioped rallway carringes on

English lines, with doors opening on

the sides, as o relfe of the vear 1838,
when ordinary coaches were simply
mounted on railway troeks. Though

it is recognized thit these ears are
more than half a centory behind the |
times, they universally
used in England; especially for local
traflie, which is the heaviest., Ameri-
can corridor trains are in use on some |
of the through lines running long fs- |
tances; but various lritish railroad
managements find antiquated “side-
loor carriages” best for their purpose
—which is mainly economy. In these
trains there is only one conductor, an
wrangement  which  also ex
pense,  In fact, even in eorridor traing,
ily one conductor is reguired. These
~ontductors, or “guards” as they
calied, work long hours at
pay, the average wase heing not more
thapy nine dollars a week. While 29
passenzers were killed in what a re-
calls “train accidents”™—snch as
rollisions, derailments, ete.—109 wldi-
passenzers  were  Killed, and
injured hy what the report
aphoniously terms “the movement of
trains and railway vehicles exclusive
of train accidents.”

When the zuileless reader seans the

are almost

saves

e

very low

port

tonal

| e comparatively aseless, hecaase thn
thin coating of frost that  wonld
sather in the morning npon  the
rails wonld  effectually hinder tho

0O eonurse,
offer.

in order

whoeols from moving along
this had n
His rallea were o e
to allow hot water to elrenlate throneh
them, RITE watrm
anid PV niing the formation of [rost
Another ingenions spielt, Tally per-
awaded that wheeled  ve
hietle could be nlong
ordinary
not to whoels,
kicked into the road bensiih
gine, moving it
poled in the wa
there were tiv be
instead of one.

o jeetor riegnedy 14

Lhollow
metal

thus Keoping

o snmoth

skl Lo movee
fittend his piston
a2 set of ey that
the en
punt 18
this vase

rosds, rovis

bt 1o

much uas a
oy in
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than an
wWis

Decidedlv more interesting
Kicked its
tor acbndally

ensine that Wiy song
one that was

There

wilk on fonr

woere severial varfelies of

loos

these steame-walkers, one of  which
burst on its trigl trip aod Killed ten
persons ft waus nat till Hedley ex
ploded all these ingenions  theories
by simply trying how a smooth wheel
would really aet en a smooth road

that the wonderfy! inventions coinsel,

The alwavs i
VIrry in the minds of
t e ;... Ope was

convincal th

Mben of danser wiats

ol nent

carly invenrors: Ny
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he

A e

must be pre-
For
on the front page of the in-
wonions work, it is frunkly
‘The yvesr (1905) was remarkable

he number of fatalitios to passengers

eovernment report,

sttt

Loy

n train aecidenis; more, indeed, were

Lilled in this wayv than in any Year
since 18897 while on page 18, the io-

erestinz connterstatement  is  set

orth:  “The averagze numbers killed

tnd injured in previons years were |

-] ending with

106 killed in the 25 yvears
jo0d. and 1,389 injured in the nipe

coars omdine with 1904 A eompari

son of these fizures for 1905 shows in |

was |

Ll every

|

| was “‘not
| "
| 7t the s

| vented to

he latter vear a slight inercase in g
the number of ELilled and a considera-
“ie inerease in the number of injured
But. taking pumber of journeys
into aecount. it will be foand that in
G905, one passenger was killed in evory
injured

the

11.000.202 jonrneys; und one

GOS8 0235 jonrneys: as  coln-
nared with one in $.584.206 killed and
e in TO4.657 injured, on the average,
in the ];;'(-\'i.irl:—' peeriods of 25 years—

chowing that, in rezard to the number

A jomrnevs, there were fewer fatal
and more nen-fatal accidents of this
class in 1905 than usual™

It will thus that in one
section of the report it is pointad oul
for pas

he seen

that 13053 was a recopd Year
soneer sinughter; while, in another
part. ihe fizures =0 to show that it

This hears

so had after all”
vin> that statisties were in-

either side of anj3
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(Gnessan.

As to Rzilroad Whistles.

1 conesrn-

There iz a lot of azitiation

e Cunneeessary wi on
roail lines and the ad commis-
prs have exercised the power
have to abrocate the lnw
whistlinz at  crosst »in
pany places where comp has
heon wade and where tiere is a €ross-
ne tepder. Th is a chance, how-
vor, of the «pinz too far,
vhiatever Inay
N i T er0ssin ! e
spptenl. even with 4 erassing tende
{ I ning W hist viar o tl
’ the train is desirable g
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I Locomotive's Construction.
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