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CHAPTER 1.

It was a glorious spring day. The old
©0ak hall in the spacious hall of the
Wilderness has just announced slow-
Iy 1o all these whom it may concern
that noon is past. Again the house has
sunk into stillness, save for the distant
echo of a fresh young volce singing,
from very gladness of heart, at
broken intervals.

Golng down a long passage covered
with frayed cocoanut mattiag
opening the thick oak door one comes
upun what seema to be the only in-
habited rocm in the house. Here again
Is space—ample space, and a lofty ceil-
ing—though certainly, as regards any
modern luxuries in the way of furni-
the apartment is bare encugh.
A faded drugget covers the center of
the floor, eked out round the edge by
oil-cloth which has long since failed
more than faint visions of
pattern, An eld square piano with a
short yellow kevhoard stands open at
one end of the room littered with
music; some half-dozen chairs of no
particular pattern, and mecst of them
of an uncompromising pature, are hid-
den under snippings of dark blue print
and mysteriously-shaped pieces of lin-
ing; the shabby old sofa is also piled
with wvarious articles of feminine at-
tire.

Poth windows are throwa as high
a3 the sashes will permir, so admitting
the zenial sunshine and sweet flower-
seented air—before one stands a very
practical-looking sewing machine, be-
fore the other is an eold wicker tabie
strewed with fashion-plates and paper
patterns,

Bending over the solid table which
stands in the middle ¢f the room
Shell Wilden. She is at present mak-
ing a determined onslanght with a pair
of formidable seissors cn a section of
{he biue print before mentioned. She
has ceased singing for the moment; her
brows are slightly whilst
her keen grey-green eves follow anx-
iously the line to be taken by her
chears. There is a decision and energy
in every curve of her girlish rounded
fizure as she leans over the work: the
right sleeve of her dark dressis pushed
up nearly to the elbow to allow of free
play, so disclesing a plump,
arm of almest snowy whiteness,

Shell’s fine pure white skin is har
one personal attraction; but, s her sis-
ter Ruby often remarks, she pays for
it dearly, for Shell's complexion is ac-
companied by a wealth of wavy shim-
mering red hair, faintly marked eye-
Lrows, and a pair of eves which are
positively pale green in certain strong
lights, though they deepen almost to
purple under strong emotion or in the
Mdreamy gloaming ef a summer evening.
She is a little below the middie height,
a round, childish face, with
when  her
her sister
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pitckered,

possessing
eves that speak so oiten
tongue Is wisely silent that
Ruby many a time takes umbrage at
her expressive looks,
She has just finished eritical
piece of work, and is again breaking
inio uneonscious song, when the door
opens quickly, admitting a tall, grace-
woman of some thirty summers,
ee light spring ceostume sets off her
classical beauty to advantasge.
che it is, differs from her
temperament and
in form and expression.
sizht would have
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her

2uby, for
sister much in
disposition as
No stranger at
taken these two young women
lated, vet such of their acquaintances
who were addicted to the pursuit cof
psreholegical inquiry were fond of
pointing out that behind the widely
different manifesiations of the person-
ality of each there was the same orig-
inal force and insistencs.

“Did you get it?" questions Shell,
pausing at her work, and looking a lit-
tle blankiy at bher sister’s emply
hands.

“Get it! Get what?" asks Ruby,
clearing a space upon the gofa, and
sinking down unon it languidly.

“IWhy, the tape, of course! I haven't
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an inch left; and how can I get on with |

the kiltings without tape?” eries Shell,
with a pathetie ring in her voice.

“Dear me, vour mind never seems
able to soar above dress-making!"” says
Ruby, slightl¥ shrugging her shoulders,
“We got the tape all right—fortunately
Vinlet remembered it.”

“Haa Vi got it. then?” asks Shell,
in no way affected by her sister’s low
cpinion of her intellect.

“Got it!” sneers Ruby. “You surely
don't imagine, child, that we are go-
ing to burdens ourselves with parcels
on such a breiling day as this?”

1 surely did not imagine that even
vou would make any pocr errand-boy
tramp a whole mile to bring a few
pieces of tape that would have fitted
into your pocket if you were ashamed
of carrying them openly,” responds
Shkell with spirit.

Then there is a period of silence, dur-
ing which Shell looks gnite stern and
even haughty. while Ruby does not ap-
pear to be altogether as self-zatisfied
as she would wish to be—possibly be-
cause it irritatee her to see Shell more
at ease than hersalf. Shell meanwhlile
sews steadily on, and .ne conversation
threatens to come to a sudden termi-
nation, when a somewhat sarcastic
glance from Shell causes it to revive.

“There is no greater mistake than
bringing parcels oneself,” pursues
Ruby in an injured tone—“parcels are

such a nuisance! and why should one
do errand-boy’'s work—they are paid
for jt?”

Shell makes no answer, but, bend-
Ing over the table, begins to fit a tissue
paper pattern on her stuff, making a
scornful and expressive grimace of
contempt at her sieter's affectation,

“I know yon dote on carrying par-

| ceis; but then you do so many things
{ purposely to annoy that it is no use at-
and |

tempting to stop you,” continued Ruby,
sighing gently.

Shell still keeps silent, only smiling
knowingly at her pattern as she twists
it from side to side.

“You were very wige not to go down
into w2 town this morning,” Ruby
goes on after a short pausze. “Not
that there was much sense in the ex-
cuse that you hadn’t time, for I see you
have been wasting it in the grounds”—
pointing with her sunshade to a large
vase full of lilac which stands in the
center of the chimney piece. “It is so
absurd to put flowers in this horrid
old rocm.”

Shell tuins her head sharply and
smiles at the mauve and white plumes
behind her.

“I just couldn't resist them,” she
says softly. “I teok a rush round the
grounds hefore setting to work, and 1
felt I must hring a bit of sweetness
back with me.”

Ruby is not listening to the explana-
tion; lier eyves are gazing absently
tirough one of the open windows.

“We heard some news in the town,’
she observes with a deliberate sudden-
ness.

“Did you?” returns Shell carelessly
she continues to adjust her pins.
“Yes—Robert Champley is expeected

home next week.”

“Is he?” says Shell, pausing sudden-
ly in her work and cpening her grean
eves to their fullest extent. Then she
continues musingly—"Peor fellow!”

]
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“Your pity seems rather ridienlons.”
observes Ruby impatiently, “A man
with over two thousand a year is nor
to be pitied.”

“Not even when he haz lozt the only
person who could make that two thou-
sand a year worth having?" queries

| Shell, with a eurl of her lip,
rounded |

“Absurd! He must have got over
his wife's death by this time,” says
Ruby. tapping her sunshade restlessly
cn the carpet; has his
children.”

“Poor little things!™
with a short sigh.

“Why pocor? Of
marry again; and
looked after.”

“Will they?” dubionusly.
“T am sure I hoepe so: besides, it re-
mains to be proved that Robert Chambp-
ley will marry again—I think it very
doubiful myzell.”

“As if yon, a child of
could possibly form an oninion!”
rlaims Ruby. “Why, you were a per-
fect baby when his wife died—I woa-
Ger that yvou can even remember Ler.”

*Let see—] must have bieen six-
teen,” rema Shell, with

acenracy, “because I know it happened

“Lesides, he
muses Sheil,

course
they wili

he will
be well

sayvs Shell

nineteen,
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four years since; and I ehall be twenty |

the day after to-morrow.”

“0Of ccurse yeu wonld remamber
—1 exacily mean that.”
Ruav—*=e:
possibly 1
acter. Now

aidn’t owns
terstand much ef his char-

peor Clara used to
ly—nearly as well as she did. Yon
know Ciara and I were close friends.”

“I always thought Champlev
was Gearnet's great
Shell, with just a shade of unbeliaf in
hei tone.

“At ene time,” admits Ruby in some
confusion; “cnly after Garnet married
and went to India I took her place.”

“No one person can fake snother's
place,” says Shell decidedly. “I know
Garnet corresponded with Mrs. Champ-

Mrs,

ley up to the time of her death—I have |

oiten heard mamma say =o0.”
1

“I am very glad that he is coming
home,” pursues Ruby, iznoring this

| l1ast allusion of her sister’s intimaey
with M:rs. Champley.

“I have often
felt it a weight on my mind that I
have not been able to carry out dear
Clara’s wish, and Jook after her chil-
dren."”

Shell has straighiened her back, and
now stands staring full at Ruby with
such a quizzical glance that her sister
says with an impatient flush—

“Well—have I said anythingz so very
extraordinary? Yeu look as if vyou
were going to eat me,”

“Well, it certainly sounded odd, to
say the least of it,” replies Shell, re-
suming her work,” to hear that you
were going to look after Robert
Champley’s children. T should imag-
ine that he is pretty well able to look
after them himsell.”

“As if a man could possibly know
anything about the training of chil-
dren!” answers Ruby contemptuously.
“0Of course he can’t., I promised their
poor mother that I would do my best
to look after them, and I shall allow
no conventional scruples to prevent

ll'ny fulfilling that promise."

“l am quite sure you won't,” says
Shell in a low tone to her work. Then
suddenly a happy thought strikes her.
“Perhaps he won't have the children
home,” she says, with a hopeful langh
—"he can't do better than leave them
where they are. at his sister's.”

rrevoking |
i the day;" and then she leaves the reox

| eliek™

him |
- at that age vou could not |

say |
that I comprekended him =0 thorough- |
1

friend,” observas |

“Ah, but she Is going abroad for her
health; and it is solely because hs
must row take charge of the children
himsel? that he is coming home!” re-
joins Ruby, with a triumphant gleam
in her fine brown eyes.

“Well, 1 suppose it is easy enough
to get competent nurses when one ha:
plenty of money,” says Shell; and then,
dismissing the subject with an impa-
tient shrug of her shoulders, she asks
holding up a long narrow piece of tis-
sue paper, “Will you have your back

cut in fonr parts or six?”

Ruby's mind soon descends to the
practical, advancing to the table, she
at once enters into the most minut?
instructions for the cutting out of hei
dress,

“I think this pale sateen such 8
sweet shade,” she says, helding up 2
bit of the material admiringly. *IJ
have half a mind to get a pale pink
too.”

“If so, please look sharp!™ remarks
Shell, in a tone of anything but keer
delight. “I like to get all the summet
dresses over in one batch and not keel
on at it for months.”

“But, my dear Shell,” expostulates

Ruby, “I thought you liked cutting oul
and fitting. I am sure you always tell
mamma so; besides, you are so cleval
at it.”
“Oh, T don't mind!" admits Shell,
rather crossly. *“Of course one cf uf
must play at being fond of it, since we
can't afford a maid. Only it does rath-
er annoy me for any one to be so insane
as really to imagine that [ prefer work-:
ing on a morning like this to being oul
of doors:" and she heaves a sharp lit-
tle sigh as she glances out at the wav-
inz tender-zreen boughs of the newly-
budded trees.

“Why that heart-rending sigh, mj}
sweet cea-Shell?” asks a tall, willowy
girl with blue eyes, who has just en-
tered the roem. As she speaks che
Jays her arm caressingly around the
girl’'s firm shoulders.

“She iz qnite overccme at the pros
pect of cutting me gut a second wash-
ing dress,”” answers Ruby, in a tone
which implies, *“Hasn’t she an unfor
tunate temper?”’

“Oh, dear—and I was just gcin® tc
ask her to fix my buff print, becaas¢
she is so clever at that sort of thing!"
says Violet, in a tone of consternation

“All right, Vi dear—I adore cutting
out,” laughs Shell. “Bring your bufl
print by all means—and any other ma
terial that you can lay your hands on
‘In for a penny, in for a peund.” I
iz a pity that we are not all three the
same ficure—in that case I conld cul
cut half-a-dozen at the same time.”

“PDo you seriously mean you would
be kind enough to do more than one—
because there is my new flannel tennis-
frock to arrange?” asks Violet coax-
ingly.

“1'1l do it,” answers Shell rather
cshertly—“only, if I do all the cutting
and fizing and trimming, T must bar
gain that you and Ruby help with the
machine work.”

“Yes, dear, of course—only that sin-
pid old machine will never work fo:

responds Ruby, with a vicisus
look at that useful but inartistic piecs

Lo}

me,

furniture.
“I'll make it
know the reason

work for me, or I'H

why!" langhs
commencing to arrange her cottons
“Now,. Skell, toss me over your skirf
child!”

“How ecan vou be so ereygetic, Vi
afier our long walk?” says Ruby, ris
ing from the cofa with a slight yawn
“1 have quite a headache with the heed
and must rest till lunch, or 1 shall be
fit for nothing during the remainder o;

with a languid step, and the ‘‘clkek
of the old sewinz mackdni
echoing pleazantly in her ears,

(To ba Continned.)

OLD SHOES.

Word About Other Things 014
Inecluding Oid ITabits.

“‘Ag easy s an old shoe,” is a fa-
miliar saying,” said Mr. Stayboli, “and
there can be no doubt that an old shot
is a mighty comfortable thing.
we have worn the new shoes, close fit
ting, hard, and formal, how gladly wi
put them off, and with what “joy wi
put on the shees that are old and worr
and familiar to the fcet, Old shoes
however, are nct the cnly thing old
that we like. We like an eold bed, i/
it is not too c¢ld, but just c¢ld enough
o that while still soft and comfort-
able, it is £lzo0 shaped somewhat to ths
body, which it supports at every point
yvielding a degree cf comfort which nol
the finest of beds can afford when it
is npew. Butl it is so with all things
old, that are not too o0'd, including olé
habits. We cling to them, sp long as
they give us comfort, and we hate tc
change. -We are creatures of habit
who would if we could follow to thi
end along the first comfortable rut we
fall into, and never leok out 2hove its
sides. And it is well for us that onr
shoes wear out, and that we have tc
buy new ones and wear them; that we
are in various ways compelled (c
change; that we are rooted put now
and then and set gecing anew. And
some of us profit by this change. Once
lifted out of the rut we stay up on the
plain, where there is nothing to cramg
us, and where we can lay about freely
in any direction in accordapca with
our power, but more of us, I fancy.
rather welcome the days when the
shoes grow old again, and yield with-
out much struggle to the enticements
of case and comfort.”

Aud a

Caust is the smallest republic in the
world. It has an area of one mile and
a population of 140. It has existed
since 1648, and is recognized by both
Spain and France. It is situated on 2
flat top of a mountain in the Pyrenees,
and has a president who Is elected by
the council of twelve,
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SAGASTA TALKS OF HEDGING,

A Madrid Paper Credits the Premler With
Surprlsing Viewa.

Manpnip, Anz. 22.—The government
will instruct the Cuban commissioners
to present a strong case for the recog-
nition of Spanish claims for compensa-
tion for the cession of public works in
Cuba, the ecompensation to take the
form of saddling upon Cuba the bulk
of the Cuban debt existing in 1595,

The public is still anxious for an
explanation of Governor General Au-
gustin’s mysterions departure from
Manila, but its euriosity is mot likely
to be satisficd for some time, the gov-
ernment deelining to sy anything.

El Liberal publishes remarks made
by Senor Sagasta on the diploinatie
and politieal situation, quoting the
premier as follows: *“Irom a legal
standpoint of view the present state of
things is neither peace nor war, but
merely a suspension  of hostilities.
The armistice would have allowed us
to dispel better the obseurity of the
situation; but the United States
agree to our making a step

de-
clined to
further in advance,

“According to international law, a
suspension of hostilities has  been
sirnied  and the surrender of Manila
onght to have no legal eflicacy. How
will that principle be understood by
the United This us
much anxicty and we give it great
tention, but we are still awaiting the
information demanded from General
Judenes, which has not yet reached
us, on account of the ditflicuities of
commiumicition belween Manila and
lHong Kone,

“In Cuba, bzsides
are many other problems.  Spain may
abandon her sovereignty the
greater Antilles: but there will remzin
the question and all our
property. ‘i‘here are lawsuits before
the tribunals affecting the interests of
the Spaniards. Where and whea will
these be In Havana, whersa
alaree number of eriminals have been
condemned by the Spanish tribunals,
what is to be done with them?

“Then there are other questions for
which we have to {ix i basa of discens-

il anent  regurding the
Philippines,  Besides these and other
problems of greater

is a preliminary question to be dis-

states? canses

al-

evacuation thero
Ovaer

of editiczs

decided?
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MAR:ON BUTLER GIVES UP.

Nationzl Populist Chalrinan to Surren:dler |

to Mid1le-of-the
HovsroxN,
at

Texas,
specch tiia big
Marion Butler of North
national chairman of the
party, surrendered to the middle-of-
the-roaders or anti-tusionists.  le de-
clared that, as national chairman, he
wounld promise that there would bz no
or combines with either of the

Carolina,
Populi

S

trades

old parties before the next nationai |

convention and that hewould eail that
at least a month earlier
D2moeratie or
conventions convened, and
vent any opportunity of fusion.
the “Omaha
which is an agrecment betiveen him-
self and Milton I'nrlk of Dallas, the
leader of the middle-of-the-road

menet.

convention
than the
thus
He

reierred to
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ENGLAND BUYING COAL

American Firm ITas a Contract

Ing Her Conling Stationa.
Norrork, Va., Auz 2t
been shipped from Noriolk in
bottoms. seventeen o
hontas
They hav
coaling stat

and it has been believad

trroz3 of
regating T

to eleven

t I
the event o

feakeoe l

station
ot
as the Pozahontas Coal Corn

serted by one of its employ fe
praciically admitted that an unli
contract from the
for eoalinge her stations all
and

world had been secared, has

fairly ecommenced,

RETURN OF THE FLEET.

Seventy Warships Will 2e Jobillze:d at
Fort Monroe.

Wasniyaroy, Aug. 2. —The largest

fleet of warships ever assembled in an |

Le breought to-
I'-l]]'1

American port, will
gether in the next fow days ot
Monroe,
are nider orders to rendezvous there,
an¢d the orders still to issnaed
raise the total to the neighborhood of
seventy. Naval ofticials say it is diifii-
cuit to realize the extent of such a ma-

b

rine aggregation in one harbor.
Many Injured at a Bull Fight,
Lospos, Aue, 22—\ dispateh from

Madrid to the Times says: 1t is

ported that & series of ball ﬁ__";tt‘i at |

the village Viealvaro, four
from Madrid, Mon:lay, resulted in
twenty-cight persons being injured.

of
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Gettiaz It Down to a Fine Folnt.

DeEnLiN, Aux 22, —The eclebrated
watchmaker, Lobner, of DBerlin, has
perfected a mechanism capable  of
measuring and recording the thous-
andth part of a second.

Envelope Trust Formed

BosToxN, Aug. —The organization
of an envelope trust was perfected in
Boston to-day. It is the United States
Envelope company, and has a capital
of several million dollars, including
most of the envelope plants of this
country.

o

Colombla Settles the Clalm.
Corox, Colombia, Aug. 22.—The firm
of Solomon & Koppell of Dogota is
financing the payment of the unset-
tled portion of the Cerruti claim, the
arrangements to culminate at the end
of eicht months.
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) IGORE MANLAS L

opain Will Insist That Surrender
Shall Not Affect Peaca Treaty,

MANILA ONLY SURRENDERED.

Madrid HHolds That ths Caplinlatlon Was
Signed by the Commander of the Town

and Not the Governor General—An

Officer Szys Thers Was No Fight.

Maonip, Auz. 20.—The zovernment
has resolved to insist that the eapitula-

{ hands off the PPhilippines.’

tion of Manila after the signing of the |

protocol shall have no effect in the
negotlintions unfavorable to
In any even!, the government
that tho eapitulation, having

peace
Spain.

holds

lont amone themsaives.
[ this

| One

been signed by the commander of the |

town, does nob entail the surrender of
the whole of the Philippines.

SAYS THERE WAS N0 FIGHT.

Thoe Engagement at Maniis Called a Sham |

by an Amerlexn OfMeer.

NEW Yorg, Aug. 20.—A\ dispateh to
the New York Jouraal from Hong
Kong says:
arrived from Manila
boat Zaliro and gives theo
story of the capture of Manila:

=*The Americans practicilly walked
into Manila Satarday. The story of
the Spaniards making a
sistance is untrue. Their defense was
a mere sham and a formaiity. All the

on the dispateh

desperate re-

operations were confinad to the sounth |
IHere the Spaniards |
i Thoe Insnrgents

side of the city.
had two
trench running paraliel with the Ma-
late river. Dehind this Malate
fort. with another trench ruanning
from one side of it down to the beach.
There was a sondbag intrenchment
extending from the other side into the
shrubbery,

The American trenchoes
other side of the river, parallel with
the Spanish ditches,

**After the ships shelled the trenches
forts for half
knockine them to
sienalled to

$ee
LTS

lines of defenses, the

wiis

an hour, aimost
Anderson

The troops

pivees,
cease firing.

s oand walked
up the beach, as thourh goine to din-

| ner, meeting praetically no opposition. |

They took the first trench and the
Spaniards retired to the second line.
*The ships then shelled this for a
of an or more. The
spaniards did littie shooting and then

retired into the wallad eity.,

quarter hour

t and
minnics later
1

treneh. A few
the white {lag was rais>d and the Heet
:uw.‘r-! Oover towa rds 1.‘!1«' ti‘. e

*“The American troops marchked on,

& |

An Ameriean naval cfticer

following |

| ernment

nation,

SENATOR COCKRELL'S PLAN.

Civil War and Misvloaaries to Settle tho
Phillppine Question.

Sr. Loviis, Mo, Augr. 20.—Senator
Cockrell came to 5t. Louis from Wash-
ington last night. In the St. Louis
Globe-Demoerat he is quoted as saying
that he is in favor of taking Porto
Rico, but in regard to the Philippines
the senator said:

**As to the Philippines, my idea is to
allow the people thers to form an in-
dependent governm*nt and
iry aiford

foreign invasion,

this coun-
to them protection from
The United States
could say to all foreign nations, ‘Keep
Of coursa
some people may say that the Filli-
pinoes are incapable of self government
and that there would be coastant revo-
lutions. Well, just lot them fight it
That is what

We fought
in the eivil war and

troubles without

country has done.
another
settied
any

nations,

oOur OwWwn

fromn foreizn

made us a

interfercnce
and il

T I

rFreat
l:l-

in the Philin-

am in favor an
independent governman
pines, and whle the peopls are fixrhi-
ing there the Tnited States
ment ean keep other nations from
terfering. At the same tima we would
have Lo keep a few soldiers in the Phil-

L

foreiren nations Lthere,

Foveri-

in-

-
(31}

Ep:;fn 5 protect the properby

amnd we could
tihe art of

teach the natives self pov-

1

missionaries
of Chris-
to

5 '.ulr!\,_-'
among them with the gospel

tianity an:d also teach them how

AR B
| establish public schaools,

| for the existenea of
v and it
| mustered out of servie:
were on the |

| the

| .‘\;'_'l):l'\] Hhil

wiitle the |

| Americans walked oa intoths fur

leaving squads here and there along

the

the city

Yhen the ships reachel
fonal th> lnaach
: hite oy, H

ing for them wilh the wh

was all over.”

WOULD CUT SANTIAGO PRICES.

for

Was Exhorbitant.

route,

has wait-

tha {Gonerni

Seat
Doeoide:l
Aungr. 20, —The last
Cuba has sve:
furtherur and
ments glrealy vader way.

SANTIAGO, Unba,

1 ]

k in Santinco de y the

o of reforms imnrove-
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baon a slow and steady inereasa |

death rate. One abuse thnt
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 MORE FAVORABLE

| in Cuba there is no

TO MUSTER OUT THE CUBANS.

to Be Honorably Dis-
chargrd and Issusd Serviee Cerililentes.
Wasmxaron, Auazr. 20, \s

no longer a Spanish army in the fizld

there is
reason

is therefors
Tl

il 4 4 ks

admin-
no idea, s, Of
adoptingr the (uixotie idea of ;
Cuban their

during 1}

istration has
sontliers for
re war or of assuming
ity for the:
The President has, however, a plan
in mind by he i
be
of
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Thue Relle! Reaches New York With 235
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Conkling Gotys the FPiaeo,

Lovis, Mo., Aug o
Conkling of Carroll eouaty was unani-
mously elected seeretary of

=T, ). —Nir=il

Democeratic committo:
. Hereford of St. Lonis
clected treasurer. v a decisive

s to-day

Ot

the proposition to remove the commit-
tee’s headquarters from St. Louis to
Jefferson Uity was defeated.
Caban Commission’'s Lawyer.

Wasmssron, Auz. 20,
Gould of New York has aceepted the
appointment of special representative
of the Department of Justice on the
Cuban military commission. Mr. Gonld
is a lawyer of prominence and is said |
to have special qualifications for this |
important service.
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Nearly 200 Slek From Santlago Arrive.
Fort Moxnor, Va., Aug. 20.—The |
United States transport Olivette, from |
Santiago with about 200 sick and |
wounded soldiers aboard, arrived here

to-day.
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There is no trace of Hartman. Both
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