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upon hita with the most pleadingap-
peal for help.

tended; that they were discussing
the propriety of easing her terrible

Through the Fire.
“Listener,” in the Doston Trans,

[ KAPKE

“My God!" he groaned, as he in- | sufferings and freeing her pure soul ; s
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Aud I eame to think
Werenched the brink
“Of the grave of a friendship whose loss we
should rue,
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And the tempest’s frown,
Smoothed slowly down,
And it rambled and sighed,
And whispered and tliusl

Away,

‘etall T ean say
To this day,

Is—we two had a row

Somehow,
But couldn’t make out

his journey.

An employe of the Smithsonian,
experienced and fearless, though still
-young, he was exploring the mount-
ain regions of North Carolina in
search ofnovelties in geology, fauna
and flora, and smilingly questioned
dnreturn:

“In what shape, my kind friend?”

“Waal, ther mountinns, ’specerly
ther ont-ot-ther-way spots, am jest
erlive with rattlesnakes and pilots,
and ther bite am always more deadly
At this time of year than any other.”

“Yes, I know that is the popular
‘belief with regard to August, though
very much to be queetioned. Blind?
When the skin they are shedding is
over their eyes, not otherwise I fancy.
But have no fears about me. Iam
accustomed to them, and shall not
be deterred from adding a few rat-

‘tles to my collection if chance offers |

for large ones.”

““Thar be plenty on ‘em monstr’us
~—jest monstrus,” was answered with
a shudder, for a long life in the lo-
eality had not in the least diminished
her fear.

Ridding his kind friend farewell, |
Paul Myratt took alittle path that |

led still deeper into mountains, But
be did not neglect the warnine, and
-eutb a stout, ash staff, though having
much greater faith in its weight and

“toughness than any power of its pe- |

-culiar hypnotism as applied to any
speetes of the Cratalus horridus.
Easily killed were the few he
chanced upon, for the stories of num-
bers found are much larger than the
reality, and he sauntered carelessly
along, knocking off a fragment of

srock. picking a flower, watching the
birds or listening to their song until |
the westerning of thesun gave warn- |

tracted throat and husky voice; “no,

but death is much nearer, and 1 shall

never see father or mother again.”
“I pray it may not be as you fear,

“Yes,”” with painful utterance,

“Wait yet a moment,” he said
aloud, and then mentally, “‘the chance
is desperate and dangerons, My life
may be the forfeit, but I cannot see
one so young and fair die the most
fearful of deaths without risking it to

to them one after the other and sucked
out the poison, freeing his mouth
from time to time, and not desisting
until assured the work was thorough-
Iy done, that he could do no more.
Then, and withont giving heed tothe
faintly whispered thanks, he put his
arm around the girl and hurried her
forward.”

But not long could she direct the
way to travel, not long could her
limbs sustain her. Another terror
came to break down the little remain.
ing nerve and strength, and she fal-
tered, reeled and fell. She had gone
through as much of mental and phy-
sical suffering asnature would endure,
had gone as far as she could.

With the rain descending as if the
windows of heaven had bheen flung
wide open and a second flood came
to earth, with. the thunder rolling
and crashing above their heads and
shaking the solid rocks beneath their
feet, with the lightning flaghing and
blinding, she lay, scarcely able to
move hand or foot for self-preserva-
tion. But no fear of rattlesnakes
then. Before the terrible majesty of
the élemental war even they had fled
terrified to the lowest depths of their
noisome dens, and cowered in such
fear as instinct gives, instict that in
many cases is twin brother ofreason.

Though despairing of saving the
fleeting life, yet driven nearly frantic
by being alone with the girl in the
now dense darkness aud now blind-
| ing glare, Myratt lifted her again in
his strong arms and dashed forward.

proceeded, whispering hope he did
| not feel, receiving moaning whispers
for a time and then no recognigion.
The girl was beyond speecli! He
saw by the flames of lightning that
the bitten hand and arm had swollen
to an immense size, that upon the
delicate flesh were reproduced the
spots of the serpent, felt that the
beating of the heart was growing

| fainter and fainter, that the hot

breath was becoming less and less,

Guided by the lights of the village he |

' seribable agony, burst from the ashy

torsions, with professional interest,
though not with tearless eyes. Other
than human would they have been
could they have done so.

the falling of clods upon the coffin
lid, a stranger entered. So wild with
excitemnent was the town that no one
could escape hearing of the accident.
In the great sorrow his presence was
unnoticed. For a single instant he
remained, then went out into thenow

back and give me room.”

They looked upon him as a mad-
man, and would have laid violenf
hands upon and thrust him out, but
the distracted mother flung herself
upor: her knees and at his feet, and
as one clinging to a straw when sink-
ing for the last time, begged him to
save the life of her child.

“I will, God helping me,” he an-
swered firmly and positively. “Hum-
an means, seconded by the prayer of
faith, can accomplish great results.”

He took a little package from his
pocket. When the wrappings
had been removed there was exposed
to view a small, dark grayish some-
thing, scarcely more than an inch
long and less in width and thickness.

*“The madstone! The madstonel”
burst from many lips. *“Now may
heaven be thanked.”

“Be silent,” sternly commanded
the stranger, ‘“and control your-
selves, whatever comes.” r

“And my child, my darling will
live!” exclaimed the almost exhausted
mother,

“She is in the hands of the Greab
Physician,” was answered, reverent-
ly. “By mysterious ways now, as
in the olden time, He can heal and
raise the dead, if such be His holy
will.”

The followers of FEsculapiuslooked
on with scornful eyves and curlinglips,
and the young mnaturalist with ab-
sorbing interest, as the stone was ap-
plied to the bite of theserpent. Neith-
er had ever seen one of the almost
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to be a failure, and the manufacturer
did not recover a cent of his money.

The young man's father was em-
ployed in the manufacturer's estab-

the debt, requesting that a certair
amount should be deducted from
his wages, week by week, till the
obligation was discharged.

The manufacturer objected; thy
son’s debt was not the father’s: the
old man was poor, and he felt thai

containing the amount with whick
the workman had cancelled his son’s
delit.

The manufacturer had it under his
hand. He had lost heavily by the
fire. The money was his; but he
could not find it in his heart to keep
it.

He inguired into the old man’s cir-
cumstances and learned that his
house, with everything in it, had
been destroyed. The manufacturer
sent for him.

“What are you going to do now?”
hs asked the veteran employe.

“Idon’t know, sir; everything is
gonp.?}

“Well,” said the manufacturer, “I
believe you have just completed the
payment of some four hundred dol-
lars which youdidn'treally owe me.”

owed you.”

itself, and it came through the fire
nll right. I don’t want it, and 1
want you to have it.”

He produced the envelope. The
old man’s necessities overcame his
pride, and full of gratitude, he ac-
septed the money with which to
make a new start in the world.

No man who knows what real
wealth is, will believe that the
manufacturer can ever be poorer for
uis generosity.
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Dead Husbands,

An exchange eontains this strangs

fabulous articles before, and doubted I ftem: It is said that some of the

its reputed power. For a moment it
was held lightly on the swollen and
discolored flesh, then it clung firmly
and pressed deeply ofits own volition,
and sereams, prolonged and of inde-

and purple lips of the girl.

“It adheres—is sucking out the
poison! Watch howit ehangescolor,”
said the stranger, with wonderful
self-control.

There was no denying the fact.

chief railroads in the eountry employ
special persons toinform the bereaved
family when an employe has been
killed. Thisdoesnotseem incredible,
considering that every year a small
army of men meet their death on the
track. At the union depotI meta
veteran railroader the otherday, who
said he was from Reading, Pa., and
bad frequently discharged this pain-

“It was money, sir, that my son |

“Yes, I know; butT have kept it by |

the buildiug recently vacated by P. Penner.
His stock of spring goods is new and complete

W. C. BULLARD & CO.

RED CEDAR AND OAK POSTS.

THE CITY BAKERY.

A. PROBSNT, Proprietor.

Fresh Bread delivered every day Free of Gharge

| PIES—CAKES—CANDIES—NUTS—OYSTERS—CIDER
,- CIGARS—TOBACCO—ETC—ETC(.

LUNCH -:- ROOMS -:- IN -:- CONNECTION

DRYSDALE,

HONEST-- PRIGES!

‘ And what is of more importance,

Quality-:-and-:- Style.

I Why not have a suit that fits you,
| when one which is both stylish and
[ servieeable can be bought for $22.00.
| A pair of trowsers which are really
elegant, DryspaLe will build you for
$5. Fine fabrics cost but little at
DRYSDALE'S now, less than misfits in
fact. Look him over. You will place
your order. Save money. Feel better
and look better. Baying forcash and
light expenses does the business at
DRYSDALE'S.

KILPATRICK DBROTHERS.

o

Horses branded on left bhip or left shoulder

P. 0. address, Imperiai,
Chnse county, and Beat-
rive, Neb, Kange, Stink-
ing Wiater and French-
man erceks, Chase Co.,
Nebraska.

Brand as eut on side ot
gome animals, on hip and
gidea of some, or any

where on the anjmul

SEVINTY

' ALLEN’S TRANSFER,
Bus, Baggage$% Dray Line.

l
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To cure Biliousness, Sick Headache, Constle
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knew that in a little time he would | The dull, blackish gray rapidly

dng of the nearness ef night. pation, Malaria, Liver Complaints, take

Az

-.conveniences and started.
yreached a bold bluff, and was com-

jpelied to travel along its brink until | sensible form was placed within his

“Not. a very enticing spot to

~«camp,”” he mused, as he looked over

the rocky surroundings, the multi-
Pplicity of dark, wide seams and cav-

ably the home of scaly enemies of

travel. That is favorable and time-

1y, and I wasnot mistaken, there are |
:mutterings ofthunder in the distance

~and the wind and eclouds inaicate a
storm.

¢ LCarefully noting the direction, he
gathered up his bundle of travelling
Soon he

e could discover some path that

rmitted descent. But suddenly and |
fearfully his footsteps were arrested, | the

| shrieking ot the loving mother, when

| she saw her darling brought in and |
' laid upon a bed, as hideous and re-
' the tearful blessings of father and

#irst by the sight of an easle, a girl
sketehing, with her long brown hair,
wof the peculiar shade that readily
melts into gold, flonting uncovered,
and then by the fearful vision of an
immenserattlesnake that had erawled
from an opening undiscovered to
near her feet, and was coiled for its
«deadly stroke!

He shouting in warning, bot his

~voice was lost in the reverbgrating
<echoes; hedetached and threw afrag-
-ment of rock, but it fell short ofits
destined mark and dropped into a
~yawning chasm; he ran with all his
-swiftness, but the distance was much
too great for him to cover in time
to save the unconscious girlfrom the
poisonous frangs. For one stroke
«of his stout stafl he would havegiven
all of his earthly posessions; now it
was asuseless to himas thetree from
avhich it had been severed.

He saw the snake strike, its efforts
to et loose whan the curved teeth
became entangled in the dress the
white hand fall, as to brush away
some unknown intruder, saw it bit-
ten, that and the arm, again and
again, and then as the girl realized

- % - I - : :
; her situation, heard | hopelong given up by all others, 1 : s T A Fac Tns el SIS . = !
::;: Illll‘::::.ta‘rl"'(fzfli?inﬂ' screams. O “l\'ot-h'i:;l%l” c'nge answered back | heart I know it was to your lips 1] Aws Lnlll FJ;PT ks MII" T | west of the Citizens Bank, McCook.
Rt ey N o - hd o end Tina of | OW - life most of all. ‘as vou pland, in Deleware county, hLas | _.
_A little later (though it seemed to : from the firmly compressed lips of | e M3y life most of all. 1t was ) ‘at Uplanc . | Nebrass:. I £

hour before, theloathsome, discolored
and hideous beyond the conception |

be carrying a corpse, beautiful but an |

ful office. Ingiving his experience. |

gave place to green, that deep- ;
among other things he related the |

ened and brightened until the

‘mankind. “Ah, a town within easy |

of those who have never seen such a

1
: : l death.
£rnous openings, most unquestion- |

ing for the lost girl. )
“Bitten by a rattlesnake? Dying

the horrible leprosy of the serpent

. . | warm water to disgorge and again
Straining every mnerve, panting | applied, its power evidently less than

from speed and wornwith his burden, | o first, its green less pronounced un-

Myratt still kept on, reached the | ti] it absolutely refused to attach it-

path thatled dewn to the village, | gulf to the skin—had lost all its ad-

and was about to descend, when he | hesive power.

| was met by aparty anxiously search-

' or dead? Stained and spotted with |
|

poison? Oh, my God! it is terrible,” |
groaned the poor father as the in- |

arms and the fearful tale told.

wild agonized sobbing and

 pulsive as she had last seen her bright
! and beautiful.

But the grief was as nothing to |

| said the stranger.

| Physicians eame, but their experi- |

| ence and wisdom availed little. The
| poison had spread rapidly, been
| strongly incorporated with thecircu-
| lation. the action of the heart par-
| alyzed until it had almost ceased to

! hither. He caused me to have knowl-
| edee of the whereabouts of this won- |

' beat. Ammonia, iodine, everything

| to be thought of as an antidote, hv- |

| dratic and palliative medicine were
| tried without giving relief. The hid-
| eous spots grew larger and more
' distinet; sinuous, twisting, creeping
| motions took the place ot natural
' ones, and hand and limb became

| and evening praise him whose mys:

stone loosened its hold and fell into

the awaiting hand. It was placed in

From the first touch the screams
of the girl had diminished, grown
fainter and fainter, then entirely
ceased, and when the madstone in its
silent wav told that its_mission had
been accomplished, she hadsunk into
a sound and healthy slumber.

“She will awake eured, will live,”
) “Leave her now
to the rest she needs, and morning

teries arve past finding out, the God
of merey, pity and love.”
“And you?” was questioned, amid

mother. |

“A humble servant of the Christ |
erucified, the Redeemer and Saviour, |
He gnided my wandering footsteps

derful stone. Iam buta simple in-
strument in his hand,”

A year later a young, blushingand
happy bride stood at the altar of a
Northern church. The same lips that

' had pronounced her eured from the

' more swollen. The sufferings of the |
| they entered the room prepared for

stricken girl became so terrible as to
cause several to be carried fainting

| from the room, others to turnghast- |
" him upon whosearm she would lean

Iy pale, grow sick and eagerly rush
into the open air.
| “Can nothing be dome? Oo, my
' poor, dear child!” sobbed the heart-
! broken mother, still clinging to the
. writhing form, still clinging to t

[ them, and beeaunse

I

' madstone; all glory to the high pow- |

er that gave it its wonderful charm; |
he = allthanks to the man that used if,
' who has given you to me; but in my |

mountain
and
wife.

virus of the deadly
rattesnake, pronounced her
Paul Myratt man and

following: “It was only a few days :

aro that I went to a home and found
the wife chatting and laughing with
a neighbor’s wife while she was at
work among her rose bushes and
flowers. She hadn’t been married
very long. I first asked her whether
her husband was at home. She star-
ed at me, became white as a piece of
chalk. then shrieked and fell among
the plants. Thelped tocarry her into
the house.
is dead. Iknow he has been killed!”
‘Who told you?' I asked, when she
revived. ‘Nz one. I only thought

s0. Is it true?’ It was easy, then, to |
finish my errand. I once called on o |
woman to tell her her husband had |
been killed by striking an over head |
bridee. This was three yearsaco |
near Philadelphia. The woman curls |
ed up her lip and replied: ‘Ifhe’sbeen |

killed, heaven has revenged me. He
abused me long enough. He'll abusg
no more womennow.” That was ths
easiest job inmylineIeverhad. Fivg

| minutes later the woman wasinhys |

terics.”
—_—etll, -+ PE———————————
An Extraordinary Beard,

Philip Hensen, a planter residing
near Corinth, Miss.. 1s believed to by
the possessor of the longest beard in
the world.
! stature, standing nearly 6 feet in hig
stockings; this notwithstanding, hig

She would have no other. As

hidden
eves of the public, she whispered to

lovingly for life,
“Paul, dearest. all honor to the

who sucked the poison from my

to the |

beard reaches the ground when he ig
| standing erect. A German residing
| in Chicazo a few yvearsagzo boasted of
this 60 inches of beard, but Hensen
coes him several better, having many
| threads in his beard which measura
lover 70 inches. This remarkabla
' crowth is but 14 years old.
—_—ll - & C————

| A School Mistress to be Sued.

the bad fortune of cettinginto troub-

‘He's dead; my hushand |

He is a man of unusual |

the safe and certain remedy,

SMITH'S

BILE BEANS

Use ithe SMALL Size (40]ittle Beansto tha
bottle). THEY ARE THE MOST CONVENIENT.
Suaitable tor all Ageoms.
Price of cither size, 25¢c. per Bottle,

As **PHOTOGRAVURE
Mafiod for d els. (eOppers or atamps ).

JLF.SMITH & C0, Makersof BILEBEANS ST, LOUIS MO,

McCOOK, NEBRASKA.

= Best Equipped in the City. Leave order-
| at Commercial Hotel. Good well water fur
| mished on short notice.

J. S. MeBRAYER,

House Mover % Drayman,

McCOOK, NEB.

" Houze and Safe Moving a Spee-
Orders for l'r:{_‘;i:.:_' left at the
Huddleston Lumber Yard will

ialty.
-
receive

nrompt attention

F. D. BURGESS,

PLUMBING,
Steam and Hot Water Heating,

North Main Avenue,

McCOOK, =+ -« NEBRASKA,

I will buy stock cattle of any age,
{ from calves up. Also, stock hogs.
At Brush creek ranch, 372 miles
| southeast of McCook, Neb.
‘ J.B. MESERVE.

BE¥ A stock of hest grades of Hose, Lawn
Sprinkiers, Hose Heels and Hose Plxtures,
constantly on hand. Ail workreceives promp!

for Huber!

AT .

|
R. A. COLE,
Leading Merchant Tailor.

|
Will sell English, Scotch, French Hurrah

and American cloths AT COST for!

Come and zet

the next sixty days.
| a first-class suit of clothes cheap.

It iz a rare chance. Shop two doors
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: ily, helpl “C % 1 d T from talking in school. The DOY'S | merdst, Neble AN100D fuliy se-tored Homtemic ot | ence.  All work guaranteed. Leave
: than a lily, and as helpless as a Chloroform” was the only wor - ) , Robls RANHOOD ully Ge-torad Howto smarms a5¢ | cice.  All work guaranteed. Leave
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