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WOMEN TAUGHT TO SPAR.
It Improves Thelr Mealth, and Gives
Them a Graceful Carriage—The
Exvrclse Becoming Very
Popular.

The credit of interesting the fair sex
of this city in athletic exercises, says
The New York Mail and Ezrpress, is
due, without doubt, to Mr. William R.
Travers, andto no one of the health-
giving sports are the young ladies of
New York more devoted thaun that of
sparring.  Beveral schools where
women are daily taught the useof the
boxing-gzloves floursh in thiseity and
vicin ty, and physicians are beginning
to recommend the exercise as second
only in importance to that of walking.
T'he prejudices against sparring conse-
quent upon the vulgar and inhuman
practice of those who formerly repre-
sented the sport are gradually being
overcome, and as one en thusiastie
teacher of the science remarked, it is
wot at all unl kely that the instruction
of voung women in the methods of
leading. cross-counter, and upper cuts
will in the near future form an import-
ant part of the curriculum of study
pursued at every private and public
school. *'I advise every young woman
who seeks my advice nowadays, who
complainsg of dyspepsia, insomnia, or
feeling of lassitude to try her hand at
punching the bag, and find when they
follow my advice they invariably im-
prove.” Ths was a well-known phy-
sic an's answer to the writer's ques-
tionings concerning the matter, and he
further vouchsafed the information
that for women inclined to embonpoint
nothing did them more service than s
fow minates’ exercise once a dayin a
bout with the glove.

Another op'nion in support of the ef-
ficacy of the exerese comes from one
of the leading actresses of the day,
who thus speaks of sparring by la-
dies: *If a lady engaged in theatrical
or operatic work conld seleet but one
of the many accomplishments to which
we as . class are devoted, I should re-
commend sparring. The stately car-
viage, without which none of us ean
hope to succeed, is made the more
easy by a kunowledge of the principlas
of boxino, and it comes, too, without
any seeming effort.  The grace of mo-
tion that some believe comes only after
having speunt days and weeks with the
foils or un:er the tutelage of a daunecing
master is just as casily acquired by
sparrmg, aud I think in 2 much less
time. Qur most successful actors and
actresses are those that include among
their other accomplishments that of
the principles of seli-defense.  Lantry,
Modjeska, Funny Davenport, Mary Au-
derson, and others are all adepts in
ithe art, and [ am zlad to know that
the vounger members of the profession
are beginning 1o devole some attention
Lo the matter.

Sparring is not a new exercise for
women, thoush up to the present time
it has had but few aposties here.  Billy
Edwards, the well known pueilist, has
for some §ime instructed New York so-
ciety zirls in the art, grown womanly,
of self-defense, and Prof. Findlay and a
Miss Aatonio kave done like service for
voung Iadics ot Philadelphia, while
Kitty Ciark for some time had a large
class in Boston.  To-lay, however, the
sport, exercise, or pasuime by which-
ever name one may be pleased to eall
it, is not indalzed in by society’s fair
daughters alone, but the shop-girls,
women who sit all day at a type-writer,
and even by women who are mothers
and have the duties and cares of a
home upon them. At a well-known
dry goods paluce in this city the room
aiven up o its female emploves
Jduncheon purposes is transformed al-
almost every day at the neon hour into
a boxing school, where the wirls meet
in friendly contest orspend a brief peri-
od in pounding & huge football. Such
exercise is remdered diflicult and to
some extent undesirable by the fact
that the young women are not properly
dressed for the sport. At the regular
schools. however, 1 dress something
like a bathing sait is worn, which, to-
gether with canvas shoes with rabber
soles, complete the attire. The gloves
nsed are the same as those used by the
Sterner sex, and, while some of them
are miniature feather pillows, others
are sufliciently hard to bring down an
injunetion from the Law and Order so-
ciety's pet ornament from the bench.
Personal encounters arethe exception
rather than the rule, and when indulg-
ed in are usually between the teacher
and pupils, and rarely between two
papils. Atightly-blown foot-ball, fast-
ened pendant from a hook in the ceil-
ing by a piece of hemp rope is general-
ly the object of attack, and around this
the fair voung girls dance like so
many Comanche Indians, striking out
first with the left, catching the leather
sphere squarely in the center, then on
the recoil sengding it spinning again
with a elever unper-cut or a eross-coun-
ter, each time ducking so as toavoe'd a
blow in the face as it comes back g its
original position.

Consequent upon fthe Tittle use to
which Luad es usually put their left hand,
thev experience considerzble trouble in
mastering some of the feints, guards,
and leads, but what thev lack in this
particular is largely made up in ther
suppleness of limb, and when onee the

ROMAN ARCHITECTUR

Skill Shown by Masons In the Cut
ting and Polishing of Marble,

Mr. J. H. Middleton, M. A., Slad
professorof fine art at Cambridge, deliv
ered his second lecture on architectur
at the Royal academy the other day
takinz for his subject *“Methods o
Decoration as Applied to Roman Build
ings."” Sir Frederick Leighton was i1
the chair. Prof. Middleton began b;
remarking that since the early “feu
dal” period of Greece there was no ag
of anything like equal splendor in tihv
decoration of houses until the early year:
of the Roman empire were reached
In the most flourishing period of Greel
art, architectural splendor was devote
to sacred purposes, and the same wa
the ease thoughout the republican pe
r.od of ancient Rome. Even as late a.
the days of Julins Cesar anything lik
magnilicence in a private house wa
viewed with extreme jealousy by thu
Roman people. But fifty years late:
all was changed. Augustus encour
aged the use of marbles and the erec
tion of splendid buildings of every
kind, and in his reign the house of al
most every rich citizen began to Ix
decorated in the most costly and elabo
rate way. The lecturer then proceed
el to speak of the skil
shown by the Roman  masons
in  cutting and polishing, nol
only of slabs and columns, but of deli-
cate moldings in the very hard red por-
phyry of Egypt and the green porphyry
of Sparta, which a modern marble-
mason would declare {o be unworkable.
The skill of the Romans in this work
appeared to have been derived from the
Egyptians, by whom the tubular dril
set with ruby, corundum, or other hard
stones, was in use, as had been showr
by Mr. Petrie, as far back as 4,000 B.C,,
s0 that the diamond rock-boring drills
introduced of late years for mining and
other operations were by no means s
new thing. Marks ot such jeweled
drills were to be seen on the hard gran.
ites and porphysies used in Rome, and
such refractory materials were cut with
comparative rapidity by saws set with
similar jewels or hard stones into slabs
of wonderful thinness and evenness.
The Romans had always a strong incli-
nation to make the greatest possible
display at a given cost, and veneers of
porphyry only one-eighth of an inch in
thickness were often used by them. N¢
known example of a Roman room ex-

=gbstinate leit hand™ becomes edueat- |

ed, the points made by the female
sparrer are more deft, elearer, and
ecertain than those nsuaily made by
men. The reverse auard and retreat,
however, seem lo eom= patural to wo-
juen: but their greatést irouble is in
breathing, One minuté's exere se will
send a voung lady to her corner pufl-
ing and blowing as if she bhad run a
palf-m le, and it takes a long time for
themm to learn how to breathe. The
double guard is another thing that
comes almost instinetively to women,
but for all that they develop as a rule
into *“rushers’” and seldom deserve the

tation of being caat vls sparrers.
On the whole, they are enthusiastie
and persevering and are c.;mrk to ac-
auaint themselves w.th pugil st ¢ points,
and best of all are ver, slow to engage
in puble exhibitions. They take to
the sport for the phivsieal good it does
them and for the developinent of mind

and mnscle Ut inevitably follow  a
COurse upier consc eal
ble pstrucior.

tous 2l capa-

| ealisthenies excereises.
| & navy

isted with its marble lining still com-
plete, but the abundance of broken
fragments which were often found, aid-
ed by the print of the marbl
lining on its cement backing, helped
us to make out the usnal scheme
of the decoration, which, supposing
the marble to have covered the whole
wall, seemed to have been very muck
like the design of the wood panelings
which were used by Wren and his
pupils in the first half of the las
century. There was a dado with mold-
ed skirtings below it, the latter being
fiom twelve to fourteen inches high.
while the capping of the dado was
from three to four feet above the floor.
At the ceiling line there was a deey
cornice, and the intermediate wall-
space was divided into panels. Mar-
bles of various colors were used o
strengthen the effect of each line and
molding. Having deseribed i
methods adopted for attaching the
marble linings to the conerete walils of
the buildings, the lecturer described the
design and execution of Roman mosaic
work, and then passed on to notice the
stucco reliefs which were used for the
decoration of walls and ceilings.  The

| best of these reliefs, he said, were b
for |

far the most artistic among the meth-
ods of decoration used in ancient
Rome. The tinest examples had really

nothing that was Roman in their de-
sign or treatment, but were really pure
Greek work, such as would not have
disgraced the school of Praxiteles o1
Scopas. Finally, the lecture treated
of tempera. fresco, and encaustic paint-
ing, as used at Pompeii and elsewherc.
—London 1imes.

A New Version.

“Mother may I go out and tobog?"
“Yes, my darling Claire,
ITunt up a heavy bard wood log

To bold down your hair.”
— Whitehall Times.

Finished It at Last

“What do you suppose my wife dic
yvesterday?"’ asked a Lisbon street man
of mysteries. “Don’t know,’’ was the
reply: *perhaps she got up and built
the fire.”! *No, sir! But I'll tell vou
what she did do. She fimished :
patehwork quilt ye sterday that she be
gan forty vears ago this winter, when
she was a little givl of four years. Thu
sewing is in contrast, but not mor:
than would be expected. What is alsc
strange, her mother started her
making it forty vears ago and cut ou
the squares for her, and her mothe:
helped her to draw it in yesterday,’'—
Lewiston (Me.) Journal.

The Girls in Blue,

The young ladies of the high school
admiring the mil tary exercises by the
boys, have organ zed a battalion of fou
companies, and drills have replaces
The uniform i
blue flannel short skirt ane
blouse, with 2 felt hat and secarle
feather. aitnongh the headgear is no
fully decided on.  The four companie:
have been thoroughly drilled in  the
school of the soldier and go throungst
their facines like veterans.  They wil
next try battalion movements, an<
meanwhile arises the question: Shal
the battalion be armed with woodcr
guns?—Boston Budgel.

A Cow-Catcher Wearing a Wateh.

In the case of the mangled remain
recently found on the front of a For
Wayne locomotive, a verdict was ren
dered of killing on the railroad. Tl
man’s identity s st:1l undiscovered. !
wateh of the victim of the disaster wa
foun: on the cow-catcher, still running
It had been thrown out of his pocke
and the chain bad caught and woun«
around one of the bars, holding it s¢

urelr. — Pitlsburg Dispalch.

MR, BEECHER'S LAST SERRON.

IT WAS DELIVERED AT PLYMOUTH CHURCH
SUNDAY EVENIRG, FEB. 27.

i ——

He Talked of Resclution and the Necessity
for Firmly Adhering to Certain Fixed
Frinciples—The Moods that Govern Us
Bhould be Subordinated to Our Better
Selves if We Would Succeed Here and |
Hereafter.

Mr. Beecher's last sermon  was delivered in
Plymouth Church Sunday night, Feb. 27, H.
Wiman reported it as follows, for T7e New
York World:

“And he said unto his disciples, Therewas a
certain rich man which had a servant, and the
same was accused unto him. # % % No ger-
wvaot can frerve iwo masters; for either he will
bate the one and leve the other, orelse he will
hald to the one and despise the other. You
caunot serve God and Mammon.?

Text.—Luke, xvi. clap., iv. verse, the first
clause: I am resolved what to do?

“I read in your heariyg tkis narrative, this |
parable of our Lord. The unjust eteward has
bLeen accused, aud rightfully, of betraying his
trust and wasting that committed to bim. His
master called him to an account, and he was
salisfied that the ecd had come; and he com-
muped with bimsell, axd 2s the result of that,
and looking over all the circumstances, he
said, “I am resolved what to do.”

“What he resolved to do was not very hon-
est, but it was very shrewd. He resolved to
make friends of all the debtors of his lord. He
cailed them up and settled with them in such
a way as to lay them under obligations—grati-
tude to Him. And so, alihough he and they
cheated the master, be mude his own nest
warm and the master praized him—pot Jesus,
but the man that owned the property isthe cne,

When he heard of it he gaid to imself: *“Well,
that is shrewd; that is cunning; that is wise,”
and the comment on it is: “*Children of this
world are wiser than the elifldren of lizht;
that is to say, men who are acting in worldly
reasons, for worldly reasons, are very muc
wiser than the men becoming good frem the
bighest moral considerations, But that that
they have selected is simply this: I am resolyv-
ed what to do.”

“What then ig the nature of a resolution—
what is the scope of it, the potency? And
what are the drawbacks? ‘The sell-considera-
tion of these quesiiops may throw light ullmn
the path of many of us. Now, cur loner effort
of making up our mind isequivaient to form- |
ing a purpose. When a man resoives, he
means, or be should mean, to do something;
and all resolutions carry, or should carry, not
sumply the end sought, but also the eapable
and necessary means by which the end is
sought. I omresolved to cross the river, by
the bridge, by boat or by swimming. To stand
on one side and to resolve to be on the other,
without any intermediate means of doing it,
would be foliy indeed. I am resolved to-mor-
row to o to market. All the intermediate

nd implied steps by which that resolution
could be carried out are included in the res-
olution itself. A resolution is a purpose in |
so far as sinple thinge, uncompounded, in- |
complex, areconcerned. A resolution may be |
executed immediately, without loss of time; |
indeed, the greatest number of resolutions |
are those which like the stroke of the ham-
wer or the explosion of & gua, are aimost with- |
out any appreciable interlapse of time. ‘I am |
resolved what to do. Natural resolutions: |
At the cry of fire the man instantly looks out
to see what todo; at the call of a man to step
to the door and see a stranger or a friend ; he
resolves o do it; althongh the resolution is
lateut in such a scoze by repetition, he is not
rouseious of making up his mind.

“In regard to a groat many of the setsof a
man’s liie, cerebration—thet is to say, the
action of the brain—has beeome so common
that it takes place without any srppreciable
appedarance of taking pluce. A multitude of
things—if one gets in a crowd, and a man
would strike him, his defense is not the result
of reflection, and yet it was iz him as are-
sult of experience to protect himself; and, if it
be a shadow, it is just the same, for a shadow
secwns like & substunce, and Le puts himself
in a ludicrous attitude of defense; he smiles,
aud goes on, but the aetion of the mind, the
anconcious cerebration, is there. As, for in-
stance, in things that apply 1o the now, that
are uncoispounded and siebie, a man resolves
and execules shmost at tue same moment.
The child ealls from above, *Futher’, cod in-
cidently there is no thouebt whether he shall
or not answer, vet the train goes on within
bim, aud he rephes, My son, what? Orthe
call bus come 1o him for help, and be in-
stautly, before the last echo of the sound dies
put of bis ear, te is on his feet, on Lis way.
But these are very simmple things; they are the
primary formms, which afterwards becoming
wore and more complicated. running throush
longer periods of thwe, imply a great masy
intermediate steps. For a man can resolve
that he will go 10 bed—it doesn’t tuke long
either—he resolves that to-morrow morning
he will get up and go ‘eraising,” but to-mor-
row is dark and stormy, and the resolution is
not Lalf so strong when he wakes upasit
was when he went to bed. There ure & great
many considerations that come.  Or the man
resolves that to-morrow he will o to muarket;
neighbors come in: he waits; it is noon, and
then time is too little to go. *Aud come again.?
And be puts it off until next morning. So
between the resolution and the night—for
oné takes hold upon the olher—there isa
delay and the intermediate history.

“Now, as you go on in this life, associety
itself becomes more complex—eivilization is
growth in complexitvy— as the things that
yon resolve to door not to do ure largeiy in their
times, and are clustered tovctber Dby cause |
and effect, resolutions spreading over solong ]
spaces and so much intermediatism is some- |
what different from the first resoive.

“Resolution, then, means a purpose, the
will itself; and it includes in it, also, all indis- |
peusible intermediate steps: and some resclu- |
tions execute themselves immediately; some |
with some delay; some with long delzay: some,
through many subordinate resolutions, that
carry out the primary one. Anda manma
resolve at a critical moment that whieh will
determine the whole character of his Jife; yea,
he may determine In any one single, final mo-
ment that which will take the whole of his
life to carry into effect. This is the case of
ten thousand men. When iy father was |
yourg, a lad (he was bronghis up by, substan- |
tially, an uncle), he had in him all that was |
pecessary to make him what he was in his |
professional life. But he didw’t it; he wasi
careless; be was heedless; he was forgetful of [

I
i

things external; and so Uncle Lot Benton one
morning, going ouf, found that being out
Inte with the horses the pight before, visiting
gonie young company, the bridle was placed
over the water-trough and the saddle was |
thrown down behind the stalile door, and the
horses turned in without a halter, and he said,
‘Oh, well, Lymnnu will never make a farmer;
he is not fitted for it.”  And so talking in the
orchard with him one day, ke says: “Lyman, ’
|

how would you like to go to collegze?’ No
answer. They went on working all day, Nexti
duay about the same hour, as they were working
together in the orchard, Lvman says: ‘I wonld
like to go, sir.’ That settfed it. In that be-

inning was a purpose that shaped differently
Eis whole life; it never gaye out;it branch-
ed in every direction; he mads what he was;
that was owing to the parting; by not. he
would have been a miserable farmer: he made |
a tolably good minister and a tolerably good
father.

“80, then, a man may form a resolution
without noise, without parade, but that with
infinite sequences in its development. Jt may
include in itself a short process and an Inter-
mediate; it may include 1o itself a longer pro-
cess; it may include in itself the whole scope
of 2 man's life, and tbrice ten thousand reso-
lutions will be formed suceessively to carry ont
the great Krlmnry resolution which a man
makes. Thus, if a man is to be a lawyer he fu
not rolng to be a blacksmith, nor a sailor, nor
a soldier, so that there is the resolution of ex-
clugion; it turns him away from those things
inconsistent with the first element. If he is
to be a lawyer there must be the guestion of
educrtion, and a professional education. and
all the conditionge which are prerequisite to
the presenting himself to the court and his

TBoever

! we gre to treat

| reasonabie,

termination, ‘T will be a lawyer;’ but that de.
termination don't make him one; {t starts hir
on a long train of eventa that are necessary te
make bim a lawver. And g0 In regard to morall
ty, a young man mayv stand on ibe threshholid
of life; be may resolve that be will see the
world; and the man that means to see  every-
thing in the world will probably see o good
deal under the world, by and by, that he wont
care sbout secing. A man who resolves, on
the other hand, I believe in bhonesty; 1t is the
best prineiple’ (but it is better than aothing to
say). That Is thy best polley: It is good joli-
ev;all good poley s a poneiple; all good
principies earry with them a policy. And a
young man, he savg, ‘I am determined to be
an bonest and upright many® that at once
spreads to other men; he won't associate with
certain ones, he will associate with certan
others: he won't foliow ¢ rtain things; he will
seck othier pathe; the resolution sifts life for
him out of its discipline, and another resoln-
tion is a growing, crude thing. Now, there
are a good many people whe don’t seem ever
to have a resolutiou; they are like sieevs, all
their thoughts run through and are wasted;
there is a greal difference about them: there
are some men whose thoughts are like the
ratchet wheel, the wneel that has, notch by
poteh, to bold what it bas got; and there are
a great many whose thoughts are like thistle
downs that are going everywhere, sud don't
know that they ore going everywhere, and
are subject to the mutations of the winil
There is a great deal of difference—need to
be—to win men to fofn  resolutions, some-
tmes, of a strong nature and of a sterling
strong purrose; when once they bave resolved
never to fliveb, they never know In any hour
a downsliding: they mav be less active ut
one time than sanother, but they don’t turn
back. Ouce having put their band to the
plough they don't lock Lack again. But
then there are those that have the saine poliey
resolution, but they are mude of different
studl; it slides away; they forget it; they are
not stifl ewough to stand up against the
wind, it may be, that shall come upon them.

“The general qualities of the resolutiona
which men make are of every grade; even a
frail women, walking in the boisterous March
wind, may find that all the sail she carries she
caunot muke headway awgainst it, and sup-
ports berself by afeoce that is stiff enough to
bold her until’ the wind Julls, And as it is in
the cowmunpity #o it is in regard to the in-
dividuals—there are so many persong who,
left to themselves, waver; they do so some-
times from good reasons, sometimes from
those not so good, sometimes the purposes
were formed in a momentof excitement and
bave nothing left of them when the excite-
ment cools.  There is instability also arising

{ from disability of organizption ; that is to say,

& man may be susceptible while one class of
effects is being produced, and In that mood
he may form a resolution, but to-morrow
someother blesaed, beautifal thing may come
up, and he is just as susceptibie of that, and
secondary state of mind obliterates the first,
A man is under the unfluence of musie, and
all his purposes run under that pewer or in-
fluence, but, by and by, the outbresk of pol-
itics brings up patriotism, as it is called, and
his moods changze, and those early sensations
at first are no longer operative npon him;
another powerful influence causes digres-
gion. There are muny men who have such
ancillary elemeuts bLrought to bear upou
their wills and upon their temperatoents that
they arc almost persuaded to be Christians,
and think they will Lo, but, going home in a
hurry, fall in with company, and the day [ol-
lowing business instinets and interests, It is
like another scene that dav. So thst there i3
this chupreableness in wen. Then the de-

| erease of the power came from the nature of

the micd.
be neglected—the distinetion
man’s willing and his wishing, A oveat many
people think that a wishi is a resolution.  Oh,
it has gone ioto a proverb, *If wishes were
horses then beggars micht ride” A man

There is, however, this idea not to
britween the

| wishes he were rich, but be is too lazy. and be

never will be: and man wishes that be knew
more; probably never will; Le i= lazy; a man
wishes that he could Lave entrance into ver-
tain eireles in socicty, but the rsteps requsite
he vever will have patience or wisdom to tuke.
You might just ss well earry a candle around
the field and think it is agriculture, because
it is light shining on crops. Thousands of
people think they wish to be Clristians; they
don't. That is the Interprefation iven much
of the Insiruction of Jesus. Men came to him
and said: ‘Lord, we will follow thee whither-
thou goest.” *No, you won’l; vou
don’t know that I am destined to suffering,
poverty, perseention, deathis vou think that I
am going to be a roval personage and shower
honors and goild.” ‘Ab.? suyvs cue, ‘I will fol-
low thee, but soffer me first.’ Al, there is
that il and ‘but’ in life. Ten thousand peo-
ple say, ‘I would be a Christi-n if,” and that
settles 1t. ‘T want fo be a Christian, but’—
¥es, and that settles it agein,  Aud so Christ
was surrounded by swarms of persong, follow-
ing him around. wishuny :lu'.r wisbing, with
various degrees of excitability in them, end he
put them all olf: he would have nothing to do
with them. ‘Let him take up his cross and
follow me, whosoever would be my disciples.?
There is somethinge to do, sometliing to prove,
and to wish., There Isa preat distinetion be-
tween wishing, then, and willing: for wiien a
man wills the purpose carries with it the in-
strument to effect iiscll. You wish tobe a
Christinn: do you wiil 10 be one? Your wish-
ing is tantalization il will be accomplishment
“Now, Chrisiian life is the only reasonable
one, whether you regard it ns adaty or as a
means of the greatest satisfact on: that is to
say, we were made to be Christians, and being
a Christian is simply putting yourself in those
relations to yourself, io your fellow-mmen and
to your God for which you were created. Did
vou ever undertake to take apart a watch?
That is very easy. Did you ever undertake to
ut it together again? Thatis notso eass.
‘ou don’t know which screw gees in which
hole; you don't know exactly which wheel
goes in first; but one thing is perfectly certain,
and that is that nothing else will fit together
but that of which the watchh was made, and
each wheel was disltined to one place and to
one avocalion, and if you can bring them to-
ether, according to the intent of the maker,
it will perform, and otherwise it will not. Now,
a man was built with a great deul more cure
than ever a watch was. e has definite rela-
tions to himself. A man was made to live
with men, and there is only one way and ene
rinciple on which men ecan live together—
Eiuduuss, love. .Justice means love; justice
iz not something else; and we may have atest;
an example, a revelation in Jesus, in the Old
Testament ag well as the New. bt in the New
with elearer emphasis and larger light, seeing
there how we have got to live towards our fel-
low men, what are the iuterlacing relations
and what are the predominant spirit in which
them. *Thou shaitlove thy
beighbor as thyself.” Self-love is made tobe
the very model aud type of that affection which
you are togive to all people. Then we Know
perfectly well thai weare aflisnced to yet
bigher beings than mun eaud to the invisible
cosmos uas well as to the visible: and we can-
not live wiien we are oul of juint with auy ot
these relations in ourseives and to our neizh-
bors aud to our God, Now, Isay it is reason-
able that we ehould endeavor to Jive aiter this
type upon which we were created. This is
A great many men can, but, to
the weak. Christianity is nothing but priest-

| eraft, and it is not reasomable for a man 10 be

damned because e eould not believe, and, es-
pecially, because he could not culp and swal-
low all the dogmas and ail the {frums. But
that is wide of the mark. True Christinnity
means living in those reiat ons for which we
were ereated—harmonization  of onrselves,
harmouization of vur relations to our feliow
men, harmonization of our relation to the in-
visible  future. Amd I say that is
reazonable: I soy more than that, that it bas
in it the inherent, the greatest amount of

{ bappiness. For although, for temporary rea-

song, & man inay defer to his passions, taking
the average and the whole life, lie loses rather
than he is the loser now,but suffers then. A
man may think, beecause Le runs through a
dissipated period and then reforms, that the
dissipation i= all over. No, no. no: the causes
sink under and run subierraneously, ae it
were; and there is many a man that hus grum-
bled at forty-five years of age from the mis-
conduct of twenly years. You kuow that
there are the seventeen-year locnsts; they luy
their eggs, and those eggs lie incubating in
the ground for seventeen years; then they
batch and come forth. A man may by evil
deeds lay the esgs that will bateh twenty
years after that, and as a general truth I
think it is demonstrable by actual observation
and experience tbat the true happiuess of a
mae He " Abat gelf-control, in that virtue, in
that integriry, in that love-power, which is
the substunce of religion itseif. It is not

license toplead and the beginningsof practice.
All of those are wranned un in the first de-
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learnine vonr catechism. it is vot learning

yonr verses of fulth, it is not going thronge
ceclesinstical nehievements,  *“Thou shalt Jove
the Lopd thy God and thy neighlor os thy
sell.”" Therefore vou must lift sourself, and
b that Hits himsell sliows, not by partiality
towurids the lower and worst {entares in him-
celf, but towards his whule self—the regent
understanding, the mornl power apd elemoent
and spiritual i bim.  Now, when o man bas
s presentod to him, and be is urged to enter
upon a Christian life as the only honosubile
e, the only one that has the grentlest satis
[aetion in ity the only ooe tkat carries in it
the idea of daty and gratitnde towands G,
how thoughtlessly men beed that,  To-night
how muaoy are there of von that say in thus
lnoking over the sphiere of life<life to come:
“I am resolveid what to do.”  RBearing in mind
what a resolution means and what it ineludes,
bow mauy men ean say to-nfrbe. “Yes I am
resolved what to do.” ~ There are very few ol
you that would say, “I am resolved not to be
a Christlan.” Thatls a very hazardous thing,
which very few men eare toresolve. Meu
may say, oo the other hand, “I hope some
thine to be o Coristian; Ifeel as £ 1 would
Hke to be one; 1 wish 1 was one; just s a
luzy man wishes he bad the produces of in-
dustry, But how mwany men are there here
to-uight that ean can say, *I am resolved
what to do.” =l am resolved what 1o do.”
**Are you then resolved at cove to beeome a
Christian? Can I be a Christiun st oneed  In
oue sense, no; in another sense, ves.  Noboily
ever learned a trude at a blow, but be can be-
gin this day: o mun ever became a scholar by
a resolution, bui be mnever can become one
without a resolution: it is a camplex oue unid
a8 coustuntly repeativg one, anciilary resoly
tions upholding the main one. Are you re-
sulved to be o Christian to this extent—1 atil
begin to-night? I amm resolved as fur as | have
Hzht and as far as I kuow my way. I am de-
termined, God kmows [ am determined, to
square my life hercalter on Christino privciples.
[ am resolved to be a Cunistian man.' Now,
this may include churches. I mav be a Roman
Catbolic and resolve it or a Protestant amd
stay out of that chureh, and stay out of any
other church. This resolution doesn’t miean
I will bea Christian like to this schewme or
that schine, aceording to this churcl or that
church; it shply means in its simplest form,
its primary conditivn. °I will reguiate my life,
both fpside sud out,according to the principles
laid dowr for me by the Lord Jesus Clirls:,” s
not that a very simple thing? But what does
it carry with it! It carries, in the first place,
this: T will therefore begin by excluding
everything that 1 know will binder this reso
lutlon; from a consclously wicked way, I will
bein as a part of the fulfilment of this reso-
lution, I will stop.” That is the meaning of
the repeniance John began and Christ took up,
wepent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand,
that is to sayv, I will get over every knowu
wrong that is inconsistent with this purpose
thet I have fermed; I am going to live as a
Christian man, as 4 Chr stian woman; and if
there be that which { know to be fundamenzal-
ly wrong I shall carry out my resolution
by repesting or tureing away from that, And
then, in the next place, a resolution to bhe
B Christinn  spplies  immedistely; it is
not that I will be a Cliristian next year, or by
and by, or long time—death, but it Is going
on, berinninge at once to live, as far as [ kunow
how, righteons. Do you measn, then, 1o take
the steps that are pecessary?  Are yon ready
to begin vour attempt to live & Christinan life
DY suying in sincerity, *God, show me the way;
give ne thy help?  Are yon willing?  Not to
say your prayers: there ure a creat many
prayers said; a great many foo few prayvers

that are felt and pot true.  Is there sinecrity
in youf I wonld to God that you have spirit-
aal refiiline and the sustaininge power of the
whole spirit, that you have the certamty that
he was workinge inme to will and to do his
zooid pleasure. Are vou ready to begin your
Christian life then by opening the word of
God and reading, not a cuapter, nor a verse
or two every dav., but to make it the line of
vour connsel?  When any great combination,
selleme, is being formed in New York—any
syndicate—there is aiways the luwyer, and
they will never take a sincle step until they
vonsult bim, and be is about all the while; he
iz the mav of the counsel; 1t is a complicated
thing, and n great deal depends upon it, and
thev cannot afford to go wrongz,  Are von
willing to take the New "Testumenc as the iine
of vour counsel! See what it suys aboul
fusts, about appetites, what it sayvs about erime
and envy and jealousy apd ail #1 will and
avil speaking und all seilishuess in s orasping
monds,  Are yon willing to look throush the
New Testament 1osee what the law ol the
Lord is¢ Not by discussioie Gend will take

care of his own defe amd docsu’t thank
yor forany help; nor has be any occasion to
thank anvoady, Are vou wuling to take the
Bihle as the shipmister tukes the chartd
When lie leaves the last shore light and takes
Lis  direction he npever  says,  CHead
me  a directiom or two of  Lhe sailine
direetions, sud then read me the dranghiings
inside sgain aml then aeain’ They have ro
relation at all to his course, 1o his actual =ail-
ine: but he isuot woinge 1o read so manv parta
of his ebart 2l of his sailine direelions,
Whio Noz be lays out hiis vovage from the be-
ginning and every day he talies vbservations,
and then he cheeks Gowr on the ehart just
where Be is. Al noon to-merrow Be tikes an-
other observation: not because there i= any
need of reading bis chari, in resding any
on navigalicn; not beeause he js stodyinger as-
tronomy for the safie of zavihifng that is in
astronomy.  He bas got a dJdefioite puspos=e in
life; after which he seils his asironomy, ami
after which he sells his books, or thoss whieh
Iay his courze. Are vou willing to Degin n
Christian  edurse amd vosage by going to the
word of God 10 ascerisin exactly what 18 ex-
pexcted of voun, hoth wiiat vou ure to reject
and what vou are to adoptt That 15 sensible
that is right resolving, according th a practi-
cal basis and resolutivn. Or, on the other
hand, are you, while you are weighing, that
is. in vourseif, are von saying to yourself;
‘My other people of Gol ot on the Dest way,
There is my father and mother. I there
were ever any Christiuns they were sush. |
believe they were real Christians? Now, a
man's mother is infinitely more to him than
the Virgin Muary is to any devout Cathuiie
“Yon come into the church heeanse vou find
sympathy there and kimdle help there. Are
you willing to take advantsge of ail these
Kindly helps, so that you may be able to keep
your purpose snd your willf  Are von willing
to begin it nowé You don’t need any more
knowledeze. You have been broucsht up i
Christain knowledze from the vers eradic) you
have no bad associations; vou have necess:
Iy npone by the average, but what Cl 2
life was and COhristian duty, is theve—there s
not 4 man bere that needs to bave add:tional
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instruction ; he knows that hie Is bound to live
obediently to Ged und in Juye with Jesus
Clrist. Bat can nman come finlo 3 state of
emotion? Can x man by choy I will,
leel? No:ino: but by sayin wili feel L
cun take t Leprs T o), L mianes s
says, -(hi! lev Ay 2 I m

determin
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“Well, T have made up my mind I am going
to e a Chrislian as sgon us ready.’?
When are you goinz to gzet ready? It has
clonded your conscience and ciouded your
reason now by promising to do that, by and
by. when the convenieat time comes; end the
devil will see to it that it never comes. It is
a resolution that simply wmeans the feeling of
having done vour duty. And I think the
most scandalons meannesses and dishonor-
ableness that enn very well be imagined, when
the parties concerned are regarded, is that
resolution that people furm to be a Christinn.
when they have wasted themselves iu the ser-
vice of selfishness, and when they have coue
into old age =and lie on their death-bed. I
shou!d think myrell very mean if, in the sum-
mer time, I should gather a peek of peas snd
sbell out the pees, and send the pods over 10
my neighbor ae a present. That is what men
mean to do with God; they mean to Live in
vouth after their passions; they mean to live

et

in middle are after their ambition they mean
tn live in all owe after pas~. and beliws thes

die they mean to whip on the right side and
got into heaven W!Esn you come Lo examine
such conduet in relations to weu, there is not
a savawe that wonld not feel that was infam-

Olg—to ropav stectipn, divine benedie-
Vo Cthe U ininlsiration. of God through
wi!  the channels of nature and  the

kindness of God through Jesus Christ for the
minfstration of the pospel; and the man
deliberntely savs, we will seek all the money
out of these things ond oll the rest
thut is in life, ml when we are RO
longer use to ourselves we are going—we will
repent 50 as to get iuto beaven, Two Duteh
elders had been warm friends =m-lds;et oue day
they fell vut with each other and the fire grew
flereer until they came positively to hate each
other, and one Sunday morniog the dominie
going behind one of the elders heard him mat-
ter to Limself, *Van Alstyne Is a by :
he will 2o to hell, he will go to hell™ The
old dom nie spoke up to hln and said: “Oh,
oh, my trother, he won't go to  hell.” “Yes,
he will vo to hell.”  *“Well, but my dear fel-
low, he may repent.”  “No—well, he is just
mean enough to do it.?  But this—it I, can-
didly—the condition fn which some of you are.
You mean to live hatefully, disobediently, dis-
nonorably, and yet inthe Inst estale you
mean to whip up m:dr getdln:tu"hunn-—yon
are “*‘just mean enough to do it

“Now, on the other band, pleased be God,
he is long suflering, and he is patient, and as
we would pay @ debt, by iustaliments, little by
little, showing all the time that we endeavor
ti do it, he respects your endeavor to live, to
repent and to live a Christian life, by instal-
ments."

“If yon make np vour mind honestly to do
it, he will bear with vour incompetence and
vour ienorance and your endearments; he
will bear patiently with vou, and help you
from day to day, and from month to month,
and from year to yeur, ‘growing brighter and
and br:ghter unto ihe perfeet day.’ Is there
any man liere that can say in regard to the
past, I am resolved that I will cut loose from
everything that has been a detriment to me,
dishonorsble 1o God? Is there any man that
will say in regird to the future, ‘I am resolved
what to do? 1 am resolved to take s higher
life, the nobler ideal; T am determined, by the
help of God, that I will live In such a way
that I should live.' Andif there is, don’t wait
until to-morrow morning; read jnst your life
to-night; go home and tell God of it; go home
and tell your wife of it. That
is the very thing youn don’t dare
to do because when a man has once
committed himself he Is ashamed to go back;
aud if youare ashamed to tell anybody ‘I bave
made up my mind to live like a Christian
man,” it is because you have not made ur your
mind. When a man has determmed that he
will live a Christinn life he will be willing
to show to all that are around about him, ‘T
am going to try. I have made up mv mind to
try.” If voun bhave miud you will enter upon
your journey. “The time is past in which I
have served the will of the flesh, and now, to-
nizht, [ have determined that I will begin,
with the help of God, to live a Christian life,"
Are there any of you that are willing to make
that resolve?! God help you. For a little
while it will be a troublesome thing, for a
little while, but then ecasier and easier, with
semuneration and exhilaration sod joy and
inal victory.”

FINNED TO HIS SEAT.

Discovering n Nemedy Agninst Coclt-
talls Between the Aets.

Itisa very ;_"mnl slory which a gen-
al friend of ours tells about a yvoung
man of his nequainiance, says The Bal-
more Americdan,
:eems, is cood look ne of & nice fam-
dy, and a good deal of a favorite with
the ladies. But he s altogether too
fond of a linle red liguor neatly
rimmed with lemon and things and
served in cut glass—se fond, indecd,
hat some of the more careful girls
aave of late fourht shy of his escort
0 places of amuscment.  One day last
week he invited a voung lady to wo and
see “lhe Harbor Lizht.” She wanted
0 See l]m];i:l_'.'. and, the truth is, rather
tked Tom—we wiil eail the young
nan Tom for short—but she hesitated
thout aceepting the invitation, Her
riemds v sed her to deeline. and
varned her that if she aceepted Tom
wvould leave her alone a few minutes
ifter every act while he was out inter-
fiewine the nearest hwkeeper.

“Oh no, he woulden't do that,”
‘he vouner Luly.

“Yes, but he would,”” the
.'l?!'\l eed:  He ook Em Jolhinson week
sefore last, and went ont Lthiree thnes,
il eame in chewine eloves and colffee,
wnd Fon wits so mortisied that she savs™ -

“~DLut he wonldn't leave me alone in
he theater, 1 know,” the young lady
etoried confidently: “and to prove it I
will secept his invitation’

On the wav to the theater Tom was
all gallantry, and the eurtain once up
1e was creatly interested in the drama.
But at the end of the first aet he mule
v brief apoiocy to thwe effvet that he
wished to speak with a fricnd whom he
saw standing in the fover, and rose to

The young man, it

said

advisers

0. But he didn’t go. Somethine
ieemed to take hold of his cont-tails

and pull him back into his seat.  Imag-
me poor Tom’s chagrin and surprise
when a second’s investication showed
him that his fair companien, who sat
with suelr an inuocent look in her
srown eye's had p nned his eoat to the
apholstering of the seat with a good,
stronge safety-pin. Tom’'s face felt as
f it was on a broiler; and a cold wave
or two ran up =and down his spinal
=olumn, but he duln’t say a word
Nor did he leave Lis seat until the cur-
ain fell on the happy denouenient in
the play. The end of the little drama
n the dress-cirele seats was equally
wrreenble, for on their way ont Tom
smilingly confessed that the joke was
on him and the reproof a merited one.
tie also promised that if azain given

. k=
eseorling s

she'll reform him and

sake of not fuifiliive 2 duty, and a man sars |

the pleasure of Sinrmine
sompamion to the thewtvr no fety-pins

wonld be needed to keep him in his

seat.

“added
i he does
make 1 misan out

“I hope he’ll marry that girl,
sur ~e2nial friend, “bheeanise

of him as sure as zuas.
—

A Negro Melody.

Doan’ burry me: I ain’ ter blames
I has to take my time;
Onless you tumbles to the game
An’' tips me with a d.me,
I treated like it's mos® a sin
Bekase I's brack: dat’s strange!
Still ef I eannot chianes v skin
I'll skin vou ob vour chapes,
” —Texas Siftings.
-
The Extreme of Wretchedness,
At the ciub—Upon my soul, Dobson,
you are the dismalest company [ know
of since that Brown girl gave vou the

conge. I never saw a fellow take the
mitten 80 wretchediy.
Wetched! Haw! Wetclied sn't a

name faw it You can, aw. fawneey
how wetehed I am when Itell you I,
aw, don’t cayaw & wap how my, aw,
bweetches fit me.—Town To.m'cs.'

A subject for a debating society—Which Is
the greater evil, spring elections or house
tleaningl— Whitehail Times. _
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