SYNOPSIS.

The atory In tald by Nicholas Hin
chitel, Boenntor John Calhoun,
portfoalio of secrotiary of stote in
cablnet, Is told by D, Ward that his time
Is ghiort. Calhoun declures that he 8 not
rendy to die, and if he accepts Tyler's of-
for it means that Texas and Oregon must
e ndded to the Uinton i plins to learn

Trist

Tviler's

the Intentions of Bnglind with roghrd to
Maoxico through Baraness Von [ilz, seoret
By and reputed mistross of the Kngilsh
ambprsndor, Pakenham, Nieolas I8 sent
to bring the baroness o Callioun's nport-
memts and  misses a4 moecting with  his
wweethenrt, Hilzabeth Charchiil) While

pearching for the baroness’ house a cre-
rlnge dashes up nnd Nicholag i= inyled to
enter. The occupnnt f& the banroness, who
anys she in being pursoed, The pursunra
are shaken off, Nicholus Is Invited Into
the housa and dellvers Colloun's s ge,
Ho notes thal the baroncess hos lost o
slipper.  Nicholns s glven the remaining
lipper as n pledge that she will toll Cal-
i everytlilng, He gives her nn joeur-
ity an Indinn trinket he Intended  for
dlznbeth,  Hlzaboth's father consents to
Heholus' proposal for hor hand,

CHAPTER VIl.—Continued.

Tt was not new to me, of course,
this pageant, although it never lncked
of Interest, There wera in the throng
representatives of all Amerien as It
was then, a strange, crude blending of
refinement and vulgarity, of ease and
poverty, of luxury and thrift.

A coerlain alr of gloom at this time
hung over official Washington, for the
minds of all were still oppressed by
the memory of that fatal accldent—

the explosion of the great cannon
“Peacemaker” on board the war ves-
sel Princeton-—which had killed Mr.

Upshur, our secretary of state, with
others, and had, at one blow, come 80
near to depriving this government of
Ite head and his oficinl family: the
number of prominent lives thus ended
or endangered being appalling to con-
template, Tt was this ncceldent which
had called Mr, Calhoun forward at a
natlonal juncture of the most extreme
delicacy and the ultmost importance.
In spite of the general mourning,
however, the Informal receptions at
the White House were not wholly dis-
continued, and the administration, un-
soltled as it was, and fronted by the
gravest of diplomatic problems, made
such show of dignity and even cheer-
fulness as it might.

I considered It my duty to pass In
the leng procession and to shake the
hand of Mr. Tyler. That done, 1 gazed
about the great room, carefully sean-
ning the different little groups which
were accustomed to form after the
ceremoninl part of the visit was over.
I saw many whom I knew. 1 forgot
them; for in a far corner, where a
flood of Kght came through the trail-
ing vines that shielded the outer win-
dow, my anxious eyes discovered the
object of my quest—Elizabeth.

It seemed to me 1 had never known
her go falr a8 she was that morning in
the great east room of the White
House. Elizabeth was rather taller
than the average woman, and of that
gplendid southern figure, slender but
strong, which mnkes perhaps the best
representative of our American beau-
ty. She was very bravely arrayed to
day in her best pinkflowered lawn,
made wide and (ull, as was the custom
ol the time, but not 8o clumsily gath-
ered at the walst as some, and so
sorving not wholly to conceal her
natural eomeliness of figure. Her bon-
net she had removed. | couid see the
. sunlight on the ripples of ler brown
bair, and the shadows which lay
above her eyes as she turned to face
me, and the slow pink which crept
into’ her cheeks,

Dignified always, and reserved, was
Elizabeth Churchill, But now I hape
ft was not wholly conceit which led
me to feel that perhaps the warmth,
the glow of the alr, caught while ri-
ding under the open sky, the sight of
the many budding roses of our city,
the goent of the blossoms which even
then c¢ame through the lattice—the
meeting even with myself, so lately
returned—something at least of this
had caused an awakening in her girl's
heart. Something, I say, | do not
know what, gave her greeting to me
more warmth than was usual with
her. My own heart, eager enough to
break bounds, answered In kind, We
#tood-—Mushing like children as our
hands touched—forgotten in that as-
semblage of Washington's pomp and
clrcumstance,

“How do you do?" was all 1 could
find to say. And “How do you do?"
was all 1 could catch for answer, al:
though 1 saw, in a fleeting way, a
glimpse of a dimple hid in Elizabeth's
choek. 8She never showed it save
when pleased. 1 have never seen a
dimple like that of Elizabeth's,

Absorbed, we almost forgot Aunt
Beity Jennings—stout, radiant, snub-
nosed, arch-browed and curious, Eliz-
abeth’s chaperon. On the whole, |
was glad Aunt Betty Jennings was
there,

“Aunt Betty.” sald 1, as | took her
hand; “"Aunt Betty, have we told you,
Elizabeth and 17

1 saw Elizabeth stralghten in per-
plexity, doubt or horror, but | went on.

“Yes, Elizabeth and 1——"

“You dear children!” gurgled Aunt
Betty,

“Congratulate us both!" I demanded,
and I put Elizabetl's hand, tovered
with my own, into the short and chub-
by fingers of thul estimable lady.

uffored Lthe |
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“Nicholas,” She

Whenever Elizabeth attempted to open
her lips 1 openced mine before, and 1
0 overwhelmed dear Aunt Betty Jen-
nings with protestations of my regard
for her, my interest In her family, her
other mnieces, her chickens, her kit
tens, her home—I so quieted all her
questions by assertions and demands
and exclamations, and declarations
that Mr, Danlel Churchill had given
his consent, that 1 swear for the mo-
ment even Ellzabeth belleved that
what I had sald was indeed true. At
least, 1 can testify she made no for-
mal denial, although the dimple was
now frightened out of sight.

Admirable Aunt Betty Jennings!
She forestalled every assertion | made,
herself bubbling and blushing in sheor
delight. Nor did she lack in charity.
Tapping me with her fan lightly, she
exclaimed: *“You rogue! [ know
that you two want to be alone; that
Is what you want, Now | am going
away—just down the room. You will
ride home with us after a time, | am
sure?

Adorable Aunt Betly Jennings!
Elizabeth and 1 looked at her com-
fortable back for some moments be-
fore 1 turned, laughing, to look Eliza-
beth in the eyes,

“You had no right—"
her face growing pink,

“Every right!" said I, and managed
to find a place for our two hands un-
der cover of the wide flounces of her
figured lawn as we stood, both blush-
Ing. “I have every right. 1 have
truly Jjust seen your father, 1 have
Just come from him."”

She looked at me intently,
happlly.

“1 conld not walt any lenger,” | went
on. “Within o week I am goiug (o
have an oflice of my own, Lot us walt
no longer, 1 have walted long enough,
Now—" s

I babbled on, and she listened, It
was strange place enough for a be
trothal, but there at least 1 sald the
words which bound me; and In the
look Elizabeth gave me | saw her an

hegnn she,

glowing,

L swer, Her eyes were wilde and
stralght and solemn, She did not
smile,

As we stood, with small opportunity
and perhaps less inclination for much

toward the maln entrance door of -the
enst room. | saw, pushing through, @
certain page, a young boy of good
famlily, who was employed by My, Cal-
houn as messenger., He kpnew me
perfectly well, as he did almost every
one elge in Washington, and with pri-
coclons intelligence his guze pleked
me out In all that throng

“Is It for me?" 1 asked, ag he ex-
tended his missive,

“Yes,” he nodded, “Mr. Calhoun
told me to find you and to give you
this at once.”

I turned to Elizabeth. “If you will
pardon me?” 1 sald, She made wny
for me to pass to a curtained window,
and there, turning my back and using
such secrecy as [ could, I broke the
stal.

e message was brief. To be equal.
I¥ brief 1 may say simply that it
noked me to be ready to start for
Cunnda that night on business con-

uected with the department of state!

conversation, my eyes chanced to turn |

Sald,

I Ritzn!

“Come To-Night.”

Of reason
none,

I turned to Elizabeth and held out
the message from my chief. She
looked at it Her eyes widened.
“Nicholas!" she exclaimed.

“"Hlizabeth,” said I, turning to her
swiftly, “I will agree to nothing which
will send me away from you again.
Listen, then—" 1 raised n hand as she
would have spoken. “Go home with
your Aunt Betly as soon as you can,
Tell your father that to-night at six I
shall be there, BDe ready!”

“What do you mean?” she panted,
I saw her throat ffutter,

“l mean that we must be married
to-night before 1 go.  Before eight
o'clock 1 must be on the train

“When will yvou be back?" she whis-
pered,

“How

or explanations it gave

can 1 tell? When |
wilfe shall wait there at Elmhurst,
stead of my sweetheart”

She turned away from me, contem-
plative. She, yvoung, Ardor
appealed to her, Life stood before
her, beckoning, as to me. What could
the girl do or say?

I placed her hand on my arm.
stprted toward the door, intending to
piclk up Aunt Jennings on our way.
As we advanced, a group before us
broke apart I stood aside to make
way for a gentleman whom 1 did not
recognize, On his arm there leaned
A woman, a beautiful woman, clad in
a costume of flounced and rippling vel-
vet of royval blue which made her the
most striking figure in the great room
Hers was a personality not easily to
be overlooked in any company, her
faee one not rewdily to be egualled
It was the Baroness Helenn von Ritz!

We met face to fuce | presume it
would have been too much to nsk even

so, my

in-

L0O0, wias

We

of her to suppress the sudden flash of
recognition which she showed, At first
ghe did pot see that | was accom
paunied, BShe bent to me, as though
to adjust her gown, und, without a
change In the expression of her fuce,
spoke o we in an undertone no one

vlse could hear

"Walt!" she murmured. “There g
to be a mecting hud time for
no more as she swi

Alas, that mere
spell roin as well a
now woman whom 1 had wooed and
found, this new Elizabeth whose hand
lay on my arm, saw what no one elge
would have thant little flash of
recognition on the face of Helena von
She heard a whisper pass,
Moreover, with a woman's uncanny
facility in detall, she took in every
item of the other's costume, For my-
self, | could ses nothing of that cos.
lume now a barbarie

' She

bt by
moments should

s happiness! "This

s N

save one ohlect

brooch of double shells and bended
fastenings, which elasped the llght
liicos at her throot

The baroness had perhaps slept as
little ag 1 the nlght before It 1
showed the ravages of loss of sleep
no mwore than she, 1 was fortuniate.
She was radiant, ns she passed for-
ward with bher escort for place in the
line which had not yet dwindled away

“You seem to know that lady,” sald
Ellzabeth to me gently
"I | so seem?” | answered. “It 18

professional of all to amile In the east']

room at & reception” sald 1,

“Then you do not know the lady?” |

“Indeed, no Why should 1, my
fdear girl?”  Ah, how hot my face
was!

“I do not know," snid I-:Ilznl:sr!ll.f
“Only, In & way she resembles a cer-
taln lady of whom we have heard
riather more than enough hers in
Washington.”

“Put astde silly gossip, Ellzabeth,”
I sald, "And, please, do not quarrel
with me, now that [ am so happy. 7To-
night—"

“Nivholas,” she sald, leaning just a
little forward and locking her hands
more desply in my arm, “don’t you
know the little hroocl vou were going
to bring me—an Indian thing—you
gald 1t should be my—my wedding
present?  Don't you remember that?
Now, | was thinking

[ stood blushing red as though de.
tected In the utmost villainy, And the
girl at my side saw that written on
my face which now, within the very
moment, it had become her right to
question! 1 turned to her suddoenly.

"Elzabeth,” said 1, “vou shall have
your little brooch to-night, If you will
promise me now to be ready and wait-
Ing for me at six. 1 will have the
license,"

It seemad to me that this new self
of  Elizabeth's — warmer, yielding,
adorable—was slowly going away from
me again, and that her old self,
the less sweet, none the less alluring,

but more logical and questioning, lm.i:lI

taken its old
both her

place again, She pul
hands on my arm now and
looked me fairly in the face, where
the color sgtill proclaimed some sort
of gullt on my part, although my heart
was clean and innocent as hers.

“Nicholas,” she gpid, “come to
night. Bring me my little jewel-—und
bring

“The minister! If 1 do that, Eliza-

beth, you will marry me then?”

“Yes!" she whispered softly,

Amid all the din and babble of that
motley throng 1 heard the word, low
as it was. | have never heard a voice
like Elizabeth’'s,

An instant later, I knew not gquite
how, her hand was away from my
arm, in that of Aunt Betty, and they

were passing toward the main door,
leaving me standing with joy uand
doubt mingled In my mind,

(TO BE CONTINUED.,)

HELPED SENATOR TO VICTORY

Political Opponents Made Mistake
When They Raked Up a Story
They Thought Would Hurt,
Senator Chamberlain
who recontly made his
speech In congress, on
has reminded an old friend of
berlain's own experiments in

vation,

“When Chamberialn was running |
the senate,” sald this friend, “the op-
position went over his reccrd with a
fine tooth comb to find somathing in-
jurious to him. One day one ol the
strikers rushed In and announced that
he had 1.

+ Washington,

Cham-
conser-

Chamberlain  was president «f a
bank when he was o young man; it
busted and was a horrible wreck.

‘Dlg It up quick,” announced the
campaign manager.

The story was looked up and  wns
true, The bank had failed, and
there were almost no agsets,

They were just ready to put out the
story when an old friend of Chamber-

none |

first extended |
(.’lll].‘i.l.'I".'ﬂ.”Ul'!. 1

early in 1901 and retalned the place |

' through the administrations of Gover-
nors Dieirleh, Savage, Mickey and
.“:].l'lllfm.

William DIl of Lincoln, o 17-vear-
old Loy, tried to commit suleide hy
shooting himself through the henad, |
He gave as his reason for the act
tlint his father was mean to him,
The pirents declared that the boy |
came home under the influence of
liquor and wag spverely reproved by

lnin's came along and advised against |

it. "Won't do you any good,” he iu-
sisted. “Toake my word for it"

But the campalgn managers had to
do something, and so the story of the
busted bank was glven out and got
due publicity in all the anti-Chamber-
lnin papers. Next day the Chamberlain
committee gave outa statement s 4ned
by wll the directors and a lot of depos-
itors of the bank. It said:

“It Is true that Mr. Chamberlain
was president of the bank when 't
falled, At that time Lo was a man of
some property. He had -never been
actlvely  connected with the
management, and when he learned
that It was closed and hopelessly in
solvent he turned over his entire prop
erty and pergonally pald all
itors."

Whersupon

depos.

the anti-Chamberlain
people started hunting for a new root-
back, and when election day came the
man whose bank had falled inglorious:
Iy was lrlurnplmmh elected senator,

Qur Lack In Humor,
Artemus Ward sald that a comie
paper was no worse for having a
joke (o it now and then, and his words

have ever since been quoted as e
bodying the gospel of wit and humor,
The great form of American mirth
g the joke. “It is to laugh" that's our
ereed in o osentence Misplaced cap-
itals, awkward spelling, lmpossible
grammar, Infinite incongruity of situn.
tion, endless wordplay, grotesquery of
action and character, heightened by
pletures equally funny, these are the
things that make us laugh. We are
quick to catch the point of a cartoon,
to enjoy the expggeration of a carlea-
ture lut to smile at the mock serl
ous, to be smused by sative, is 2 re
finement as yet boyond us.

NEBHASKA

News Notes of Interest from Various
Sections.

The Midwest Life.

On December st of thls year The
Midwest Life had written as much
Insurance as it did in the year 1909.
The gain over Iast year, therefore,
will be the amount placed in Decem-
ber. The Mldwest Life now has over
two and onehall milllons of Insurance
in force on the lives of Nebraska men
and women and an jncome amounting
to ope hundred thousand dollurs a
vear. This hns been accomplished in
legg than five yoars, When solicited
by an agent of an eastern company
for e Insurance stop and think the
gltuntion over. Weigh the advantnges
and disadvantages of the trausaction.
Sve If it does not appeal to you as a
riational business proposition to pat
ronfze  a  Nebraska company. You
know the reagson why, The money
stuye in Nebraska not only in good
tinex, but in panies and jinancinl de-
pressions as well, The Midwest Life
issues all the standard forms of life
insurance policies at reasonable rates,
Call or write the home office, 110
South Tenth street, Lincoln, fof an
agency, or a sample poliey.

IN BRIEF.

In the ofice of the Gooch Grain
company in York the operator whe
recefves by telegraph  the  grain,

stock and market quotations is blind.
He has been blind for ten years tnd
ulthough deprived of his sight, he
goes to and from his place of bus-
iness, to the postoffice and business
houses and makes his purchases,
walking sbout the business and resi-
dence streets unaccompanied,

There was filed in Madigon county
the will of J. A. DeWolf, a wealthy
farmer, which contains a unlgue pro-
vision, It requires that his executors
shall give a surety bond., Ordinarily
the man who makes the will names
some persondl friends or business as-
gociates or relatives as executors,
without bond, and then the probate
court hns to offend these trusted
friends by requiring bond, ,

Superintendent C. N, Abbott of the
institute for the blind at Nebraska
tiaty, who retires on the appointment
of the new superintendent, R, C. King,
has announced his candidacy for
county superintendent, which will be
left vacant by Mr., King resigning to
take his new position. Prof, Charles
K. Morse of the Auburn publie school
Iz also a candidate.

Colimbus police are working on the
mystery of the death of Miss Flor-
ence Baer, aged 19, daughter of a re-

spectable farmer living southwest of |

the city, and have in custody Frank
Cleves Welker, aged 30, a teacher in
a business college here, and a farm

hand by the name of Levi Cordray.
The girl's body was found In a va-
cant lot, frozen.

That York citizens ara prosperous
and most liberal was in evidence
when the Methodists of that city ded-
leated the new church annex costing
$0,000 free of debt. The large, new
¢hurch building was filled with mem-
bers of the chureh who,_jn a few min-
utes, subseribed over $7,000, which
was more than enongh to pay for im-
provements,

The appointment of Dr. Willlam
Hern as superintendent and George

sames a8 stewnrd of the state asvium |
| ot Ingleside

has met with popular fa-
Dr. Kern was made
of the

var In Hastings,
superintendent

his father
For assanlt on the night watchman

at Fairbury, Dill Brock paid a $100
line, \

C. H. Aldrieh’s selection of Dr. Bos:
lrom of MInden ns state veternarian
has met with faver all over Kearney
county, where he has procticed for

| twenty yoars I1e has done mueh
orlginal Investigation along the line
ol diseases peculiar to that part of

| the

country, especially the eorn stalks

| disease,

| Cirand

bank |

| for

| Bitheld s

| expand the

For the burglary of the Pope Bros
hardware Red Cloud, Ben
is In the Omaha city a7 ’
goods were found in his possession,
he has confessed and the Red Cloud
authorities will take charge of him,

store ot

Judge Willlam Hayward of Nebras.
City left with his wlfe and son,
Chinn to spend the winter,
intimated that he has '.:ﬂlll' there
look the country over with a view
neewpting a consularship.

Miss

kit

Lo
ol

Some time since, Emma Zie

barth filed sult for $15,000 damages
weainst Frod Blttield ol Prosser lor
i alleged breach of prowmise, but

fled and cannot be lound.

The late poultry show ol
the most successiul thus far held,
yvear it Is proposed to largely
exhibit,
Butler county corn show and
gschool exhibit was held in
housge at David City., The
more numerous than in
uny previous vear and more than 100
prizes were awnrded. The attendance
wig 8 record breaker.

The tirst election In Adams county
wis held at Juniata December 12,
1871, purzuant to a proclamation Is-
sued by Acting Governor Willlam H.
Jumes, for the purpose of electing
county officera and selecting & county

Miere were twenty-uine votes
at this electlion and Juniata was
ehosen at the county seal.

Wils

Next

The
Industrial
the ¢court
“nLries were

melat
et
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THE CENSUS
OF CANADA

IN TEN YE
PAST.

A census of the Dom!nion of Canada
will be made during 1011, It will
show that during the past decade a
remarkable development has taken
place, and, when comparad with the
population, a greater percentage of In-
crease in industries of all kinds than
has ever been shown by any country.
Commerce, mining, agriculture and
railwayg have made a steady march
onward. The population will bé con
giderably over 8,000,000, Thousands
of mlles of rallway lines have bheon
construction since the last census was
taken ten years ago. This conslruc-
| tlon was made necessary by the open-
ing up of the new agricultural dis-
tricts in Western Canada, in which
there have been pouring year after
year an increasing number of settlors,
until the present year will witness
settlement of over 300,000, or a trifle
less than one-third of the immigration
to the United Btates during the same
period with its 92,000,000 of popula-
tion. Even with these hundreds of
thousands of newcomers, the great
majority of whom go upon the land,
there Is still avallable room for hun-
dreds of thousands additional. The
census figures will therefore show a
great—a vast—increase In the num-
ber of farms under occupation, ag well
as In the output of the farms. When
the fljgures of the splendid Immigra-
tion are added to the natural increase,
the total will surprise even the most
optimistic. To the excellent growth
that the western portion of Canada
will show may largely be attributed
| the commercial and industrial growth
of the eastern portion of Canada, All
Canada {8 being upbuilded, and in this
trangformation there s taking part
the people from many countries, buy
only from those countries that pro
duce the sirong and vigorous. As
some evidence of the growth of the
western portion of Canada, in agricul-
tural industry, it i{s instructive to
point out that over 100,000 home-
steads of 160 acres each have been
transferred to actual settlers in the
past two years. This means 25,000
square miles of territory, and then,
when fs added the 40,000 160-acre pre.
emption blocks, there is an additional
10,000 square miles, or a total of 35,
000 square miles—a terrilory as large
ns the State of Indiana, and settled
within two years, Reduced to the
producing capacity imperative on the
cultivation restriction of 60 acres of
cultivation on each 160-acra home-
stead within three years, there will
be within a year and a half from now
upwards of 5,000,000 additional acres
from this one source added to the en-
tire producing area of the Provinces

ITS GROWTH :ARS

of Manitoba, Saskuaichewan and Al
berta.
1 In 1001, at the time of the last

census of Canada, successful agricul-
ture in the Provinces of Monitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta was an
experiment to many. There were
sleptics who could not believe that
it was possible o grow thirty, forty
and even fifty bushels of wheat to the
acre, or that as high as one hundred
and thirty bushels of oats to the acre
could be grown. The skeptics are not
| to be found today. The evidence of
the hundreds of thousands of farmers
is too overwhelming. Not only have
the lands of western Canada proven
their worth In the matter of ralsing
| all the smaller fleld grainsg, but for
| mixed farming, and for ecattle raising
| there is no better country anywhere,
The climate (g perfectly adapted to all
these pursuits as well as admirable
for health. The Dominion government
literature, descriptive of the country,
is what all that are Interested should
read. Send for a copy to the nearest

Canadlan government representative,

PROOF POSITIVE

Jiny—This Is a good place for “a]l
Angler—What can you catch he !
Boy—I don't know, but It must bn

a great place for fish, because | neyv-

er gseen any of llmly leave It.—Comlo

Cuts.

IHI-Mannered Chicken.

Little Robert, 3 vears of age, went
with his grandmother to the chicken
park to see her feed the chicken:
When the little ones jumped upon the
water dish and dipped their bille into
the water, he cried: “Oh, grand
mother, they are putting their feet on
| the table.”

Cured,

“Your son used to be so roumd
shouldered. How did you get him
cured of It? He seems to be so stralght
now.”

“He has become an aviation enthu
slast, and spends most of bhia tiwme

watching the bird-men.”

Aromatic Spirits,
Mrs, Tarr—Sistah Lobstock hus jest
got a divo'ce fum her husbuan'
| Mrs. Wombat—Don' suy? How
much ammonla did de cou't done grant
her ?—uck

The man who forgels that he was

once & boy I8 almost us scarce gs the

| womuu who denles that she (5 still a
| girl




