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THE CIRCULAR STAIRCASE
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CAPYRERT W0 Bv BOALS MERTILLC

their dighes once a day, amnd they con
BYNOPSIS. cocted queer messes, nccording to
. thelr several abilities They had ond
Miga Tnnes, epinster nnd 1.i!l‘i l-’""]'il of | trivmph that they ate regulacly for
Qertrude wnd Halsey, establi=ie ium rey v e " 1 it
mer headquariers ot 8 vl \I"‘"" hreakia and that clung te thel
Armstrong wns found = to dei "1 W elothes and thelr halr the rest of the
¢ hnll Gertrude and her Bane ol TR DK = } i p _— 1 P
;::m,.\-l : hid  conversed In the  Dilliard | day It was boneon hardtack nud
roorn shot'tly bofore i "I 1" | onions, Iried together They were al
tive Jamlosan avcus v Innes o st s bhvationd y et b ysf oWl v st
fng back evidence. Cadhier Hailey o £ 1aul 11 pathetioally gra '_l LAV L i_
Armeirong's bank, defunct, was fGrenis '| noticeed, Tar an occasional brolled ten
for cmbegelement I"aul ATIMALVONE & {
denth wur announced, Hpluey's finnees, | derloin \ ]
Yooulge Armstrong, told Halsey thnt \_‘-‘_'Il" It was not untll Gertrade and Rosian
ahe st Joved NHim, ahe Wils Lo Mnery o 4 yrto BT 1 valdis hog T
other, It developed that Dr. Walker was had gone and Sunnysaide b '.l ttled
the man, Louise was found unconsclon® | down for the night, with Winters at
at tha hottom of the circular  stilrcase [ v sitalrease " .
Bhe sald something hod brushed by her the foot of the stalrcase, that Mr. |
in the dark on tho stalrway  and A ahie | Jamleson broached a subject he had
fainted, Halloy Ik suspocted  0f A= o gg, 0y 1 fore lie
strong's murder, Thomuns, the lndgekeap. | “I*" _“”‘ 1""“"{' d before lhe came,
er, wis found dead with a note in_ his ‘Miss Inpes,” he sald, stopping me

ocket benring the name “‘Lacien
Ace.” A Indder found out of place deep
ensg the mystery. The stublea wers
burned, and fn the dark Miss Innes shot
an intruder, Halsey mysterciously disap-
peared. His mito was found wrocked hy
a frolght train. It developed | R I ET ¥ o
an argument in the lHbrary \yllll n WOmnn
before hla disappsarance. New dook dls-
appenrs, Misa Innes loarned Halsey wos
alive, Dr. Walker's fuce becomos livid
at mention of the name of Nina Carring-
ton, Evidence was sccured from a tramp
that u man, supposedly Halsey, lind been
bound and gagged and thrown Into an
mpty box car, CGertrude wins missing.
lunting for her, Miss Innes ran into @
amn and falnted. A confederste of Dr,

alkoer confessed his part In the mys-
tery.

CHAPTER XXIX.—Continued.

“She struck me as being an ugly
eustomer, and when she left, about 11
o'clock, and went across to the Arme
strong place, I was not far behind her.
Bhe walked all around the house first,
looking up at the windows. Then she
rang the bell, and the minute the door
was opened she was through it, and
Into the hall"

“How long did she stay?"

“That's the queer part of it,” Riggs
sald engerly. "“She didn’'t come out
that night at all. 1 went to bed at
daylight, and that was the last |
heard of her untll the next day, when
I gaw her on n truck nt the station,
covered with a sheet. She'd been
struck by the express and you would
hardly have known her—dend, of
course, 1 think she stayed all night
in the Armstrong house, and the
agent sald she was crossing the track
to take the up-train to town when the
express struck her.”

“Another cirele!” I exclalmed.
“Then we are just where we started.”

“Not so bad as that, Miss Innes,”
Riggs sald eagerly. “Nina Carringion
came from the town In California
where Mr. Armstrong died. Why was
the doctor so afrald of her? The Car-
rington woman knew something |
lived with Dr. Walker seven years,
and 1 know him well. There are few
things he I8 afraid of. I think he killed
Mr. Armstrong out In the west some-
where, that's what 1 think. What else
he did I don't know—but he dismissed
me and pretty nearly throttled me—
for telllng Mr. Jamieson here about
Mr. Innes' having been at his oflice
the night he disappeared and
my hearing them quarreling.”

“What was It Warner overheard the
woman say to Mr. Innes in the l-
prary?” the detective asked me,

“She sald ‘I knew there was some-
thing wrong from the start. A man
fsn't well one day and dead the next
without seme reason.'"

How perfectly It all seemed to fit!

CHAPTER XXX.
When Churchyards Yawn.

It was on Wednesday Riggs told us
the gtory of his connection with some
fncidents that had been previously un-
explained. Halsey had been gone
pince the Friday night before, and
with the passage of each day I felt
that he might be carrled thousands
of miles In the box-car, locked In, per-
haps, without water or food. T had
read of cases where bodies had been
found locked in cars on isolated sid-
ings in tho west, and my spirits went
down with every hour,

His recovery was desatined to be al-
most as sudden as his disappearance,
and was due directly to the tramp
Alex had brought to Sunnyside. [t
seems the man was grateful for his
release, and when he learnced some
thing of Halsey's whereabouts from
another member of his

in letting us know,

On Wednesday evening Mr. Jamie- |
son, who had been down at the Arm- |
Lonise— |

gtrong house rying to see
and falling—was met near the gate at
Sunnyside by an individual precisely
a8 repulsive and unkempt as the one
Alex had captured. The man Knew
the detective, and he goave him a
pléce of dirty paper, on which was
serawled the words: “He's at Clly
hospital, Johnsville., The tramp who
brought the paper pretended to know
nothing, except this: The paper had
been passed along from a “hobo” in
Johusville, who seemed to know the
foformation would he valuable to us.
Again the long-distance
came Into requisition. Mr
called the hospital, while we crowded
around bhim. And when there was no
longer any doubt that it was Halsey,
and that he would probably recover,
we all laughed and cried together, 1
pmn sure 1 kissed Liddy, and | have
had terrible moments since when
I seem to remember kissing Mr.
Jamieson, too, In the excltement
Anyliow, by 11 o'clock that night
Qertrude was on her way to Johns
Sille, RRD miles away, accompanied by

down to Mary

Wal- |

sald.

fraternity— |
for it is a fraternity—he was prompt |

telephone |
Jamleson |

The domesliic
Anne

Hozle

and Liddy, with

the undergardenor’s  wil

aovery day to help out Fortunately,
Wiairner and the detectives wore keop
ing bachelor hall in the lodge Chut
of deference (o LAddy they washed

as | was abput to go to my room up
atairs,
night?"

"how are your nerves Lo-

“I have none,

“1 mean,” he persisted, “do you feel

ag though you could go through with
something rather unusual?”

“The most unusual thing | can think |
of would be a peaceful night
anything Is golhg Lo oceur, don't dare
to let me miss it."

But if

“Something Is going to occur,” he
“"And you're the only womnn 1
enn think of that 1 can take along."
Ie looked at his wateh. “Don't ask

me any questions, Miss Innes. Put on

“She Walked AIll Around the House First, Looking Up at the Windows."

heavy shoes, and some old
clothes, and make up your mind not
to be surprised at anything"

Liddy was sleeping the sleep of the
Just when 1 went upstairs, and |
hunted out my things cautlously. The
detective was walting In the hall, and
I was astonished to sea Dr, Stewart
with him. They were talking con-
fidentinlly together, but when 1 eame
down they ceased. There were a fow
preparations to be made: the locks to

ba gone over, Winters to be lnstructed |

s to renewed vigllance, and then,
after extinguishing the hall light, we

ciept, In the darkuess, through the
front door, and into the night
I asked no questions, [ felt that

they were doing me honor {n making
me one of the party, and 1 would siow
them I could be as silent ns they. \Se
went aoross the fields, passing through
the woods that reached almost to the
ruing of the stable, golng over stiles

now and then, and gometimes step
ping over low fences. Once aonly
somebody spoke, and then it was an
emphatic bit of profanity from Dir
Stewart when he ran Into a wire
lence

We were jolned at tne end of five
minutes by another man, wlo fell into
step with the doctor silently, lle car
ried something over his shoulder
which I could not make out. In this

wny we wialked for perhaps 20
The doctor was pufling somewhut
when we finally came to a hale, |
fess that just at that minute
Sunnyside seemeild o cheerful snot
had paused at the edge of a level
cleared place, bordered all  around
with primly trimmed evergreen trees

ninues
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W

Between them I caught a glimpse of
atarlight shining down on rows of
white headstones and an occasional

maore il’l;]-n:-.l!..'. monument or It}\;'t-ijt:i.;
shaft. In splte of mysell, 1 drew my
breath In sharply We were on the
edge of the Casanova churchyard.

I saw now both the
joined the pary
he earried, It

who had
imploments
armed with

AN
and the

wns Alex

two long-handlvd spades After the
first shock of surprise, 1 fatter my
selfl 1 was both cool and quiet. We

went In single flle between the rows

foron was I]’I.\'T'ir headstones, fnq J\IH]-I‘I!I_]?. when |

|
OLInS

| and felt my

dark |

oy I

found mysell [nst, 1 had an instinetive
desire to kKeep lonking back over my
shoulder, 1 found that, the frat uneasl |
ness past, a cemetery nt night |~il|ltll:h:

{he same as any other country place, |
NHled with vagoue ghadows and unex- |
pected nolses. Oneée, Indeed—but Mr. |

suld it
tried to helisyve him

Inmleson was an owl, and 1|
|

In the shadd® of the Armstrong|
granite shaft we stopped, 1 think the
doctor wanted to send me biack

I8 no place for a woman,” 1 hearil

him protesting angrily HBut the de
tective gald something  about wil
nesges, and the doctor only came over

pulse

“"Anyhow, T don't helieve you're any |
worse off hero than you would be in
that pnightmare of n he sald
finally, nnd put his coat on the steps
of the shalt for on

There 18 a sense of degecration, of
a reversal of the overlasting fitness of
things, in resurrccting o body from s
mother elay., And yet that night, in

house,™

me Lo sit

| the Casanova churchyard, | sat quiet-
"1 sald happlly, “With | ly by,
Halsey found, my troubles have gone "

and watched Alex and Mr,
Jamieson steaming over thelr work,
without a single qualm, except the

fear of detection,

The doctor kept a keen lookout, but
noe one appeared. Once In a while
he came over to me, and gave me &
reassuring pat on the shoulder

“I never expected to come this"” he
sald ogece. “There's one thing sure—
I'll not be suspected of complicity. A
dovtar 18 gonerally supposed to be

handier at burying folks than at dig
ging them up.”

|
|
|

"_

CHAPTER XXXI.
Between Two Fireplaces.

What with the exclitement of the dis-
covery, the walk home under the stars
in wet shoes and draggled skirts, and
etting upstalrs and undressed without
rousing Liddy, I was completely usad
What to do with my hools
he greatest puzegle of all, there belng
o place In the house safe from Lid-
dy, until I declded to slip upstalrs the
next morning and drop them into the
the “ghost” hod made in the
trunkroom wall,

1 went asleep as soon as [ reached
thia deeision, and in my dreams |1
Hved over again the events of the
night, Again I saw the group around
gflent figure on the grass, and
again, as had happened at the grave,
I heard Alex's voice, tense and tri
uniphant: "

“Then we've got them,” he said.
Only, in my dreams, he said it over
and over until he seemed to shriek it
in my ears.

I wakened early, In spite of my fa-
tigue, and lay there thinking. Who
was Alex? 1 no longer believed that
he was a gardener. Who was the
man whose body we had resurrected?
And where was Paul Armstrong? Prob-
ably living safely in some extradition-
leas country on the fortune he had
alplen, Did Louise and her mother
know of the shamefnl and wicked de

WS

hole

the

coption? What had Thomas Kknown,
land Mrs. Watson? Who was Nina
Carrington?

This last question, it seemed to me,
was answered, In some way the
woman had learned of the substitu-

tion, and had tried to use her knowl-
edge for blackmalil. Nina Carrington’s

| own story died with her, but, however

it happened, it was clear that she had
carried her knowledge to Halsey the
alternoon Gertrude and I were look-
ing for clews to the man I had shot
on the east veranda. Halsey had been
half crazed by what he heard; it was
evident that Loulse was marrying Dr.
Walker to keep the shameful secret,
for her mother's sake. Halsey, al-
ways reckless, had gone at once to
Dr. Walker and denounced him. There
had been a scene, and he left on his
way to the station to meet and notify
Mr, Jamieson of what he had learned.
The doctor was active mentally and
phygically. Accompanied perhaps by
Riggs, who had shown himself not
everscerupulous until he quarreled

| with his employer, he had gone ACross

to the railroad embankment, and, by
jumping In front of the car, had
caused Halsey to swerve. The rest
of the story we knew.

That was my reconstructed theory
of that afternoon and evening; it was
almost correct—not quite.

There was a telegram that morning
from Gertrude.

Hulsey
ably

consdious uwnd Improving, Prob-
home In diy or so.
GERTRUDE

With Halsey found and
in health
to work on, I began that day, Thurs
day, with  fresh courage As Mr,
Jamieson hand said, the lines were
closing up, That I was to be caught

cand almost finished in the elosing was

! happily unknown to us all.

The uncanny moment eame when
Alex and Jamieson tossed the spades
on the grass, and 1 confess 1 hid my
face. There was a period of stress, 1|
think, while the heavy coffin was l.mvf
ing raised. I felt that my composure
was going, and, for fear 1 would|
shriek, 1 tried to think of something |
else—what time Gertrude would reach
Halsey—anything but the grisly reall:
ty that lay just beyond
Brass.

me¢ on the

And then T heard a low exclamation |

from the detective and 1 felt the pres-
sure of the doctor's fingers on my
ar.

“Now, Miss Innes,” he sald gently. |

“If you will come over—
I beld on hlm 1
gomehow [ got thet

Lo antieally, and |

»and looked down,

“But the Face That Showed in the|
Light—" |

The Lid of the casket had been ralsed
aud a silver plate on It
had made no mistake, But

nroved wi

the face |

thal showed In the light of the lantern |

l sSunnyside deserved

| where

| | way

led v

It was late when I got up. I lay in
my bed, looking around the four walls
of the room, and trying to imagine be.
hind what one of them a secret cham-
her might lie. Certainly, in daylight,
its mame: never
was a house more cheery and open,
less sinister in general appearance,
There was not a corner apparentiy
that was not open and above-board,
and yet, somowhere behind 1ta hand-
somely papered walls [ believed firmly
that there lay a hidden room, with
all the possibilities it would involve.

I made a mental note to have the
house measured durlng the day to dis-
ecayer any diserepancy hetween the
outer and inner wualls, and I tried to

| rucall again the exact wording of the

paper Jamieson had found.
(T RE CONTINUED)
At the Half-Century Mark,

Youth ig eternal to him who helleves
In ¢ternity To me youth means any
irom elght onward l
exceadingly
trust |

conloss

was #n
old person at efght and 1
violate nuo confidence when |1
a youthful exuberance now
that 1 have bumped agoninst the half-

ity 1s a splendid time for
youthial expension, one’s faney still
retainsg all its ingennity while one's
judginent betterad by experience.
When sittlng on the L0 milestone the
vane of man's vislon points southward
to the past and northward to the fu

post.

ture with a minimum of osecillation
Runcorous thought and splenetie ex
pregsion give way Lo quleter nerves
and calmer view, and the mellow light

lsta of the yvears Lthnt have goneg
goften the heart of the youth of a half
of years.—Joha Phllip Sousa

Circie

ceniury

in the

Different,
“1 wrote him that | was
come home,”
“Wag he glad?"
wrotle me that he would have
te bhorrow money to pay my fare"
‘What did you do?

ready to

“l asked bhim what I should do. and
wag a foce 1 bad never seen belore |\r,.,- suld he would Dborrow mones
I'he man who lay before us was pot | enough for me to stay there a while

Paul Armstrong!

louger.”

improving |
and with at last something |

| pensea and salaries.
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'NFLUENCE OF THE MOTHER

Wwell to Remember That She Is Ever
a Model of Behavior to the
Childran.

“Tt 1s hard for a young mother, who
haa not yet overcome the wayward
tendenclea of her own youthful nature,
to realize the Influence phe exerts
over her l{ttle one. Bhe I8 constantly
surrounded by critieal imitators who
copy her morals and manners.

Ag the mother Is, 60 are her sons
and daughters. If a famlly of children
are blessed with an Intelligent moth-
er, who is dainty and refined In her
manner, and does not conslder It neo-
csgary to be one woman In the draw-
ing room and an entirely different per-
gon In her everyday life, but who s a
true mother and always a tender,
charming woman, she will invariably
sea her habits of speech ‘and perfect
manners repeated In her children,

Great, rough men and nolsy, busy
boys will always tone down thelr
volces and step quietly and try to be
more mannerly when she stops to
glve them a kind word and a pleasant
smile, For a true woman will nevar
fall to eay and do all the kind, pleas.
nt things she can that will in any

ay help to lift up and cheer those
whoee llves are shaded with care and
tofl, The mother of today rules the
world of tomorrow. :

Queer Questions.

Queer questions come over the tele-
phone to the newspaper offices. Here
was one that the man who chanced
to' answer the phone had put up to
him the other day:

“Say,” began the unknown seocker
after the truth, “do you—do you re-
member who It was that killed Abel?”

“Why, Cain, of course,” replied the
newspaper man, who put In several

years at Sunday school. "Who'd ju
suppose?”
“Well,” observed the man at the

other end in an annoyed tone, “doggon
if 1 ain't gone and made a fool o' my-
gelf. Course it was Caln, now that
you mention it, but I made a two to
one bet with a fellow that ‘twas
Gollath, and now I'll have to go with-
out a new overcoat, I reckon, this next
winter."—Cleveland Plain Dealer,

Instant Rellef for All Eyes,
that are irritated from dust, heat, sun or
wind, PETTIT'S EYE BALVE, 350, All
druggists or Howard Bros.,, Buffalo, N. Y.

It it had not been for his lantern
and the tub he llved In, probably
Diogenes would never have been heard
of.

Mre. Winslow*s Soothing Syrup.
Forehlldren tenthing, softens the gums, reduows in.
Samination ey s oures wind collo. e Lo kle.

An Ohlo man aged seventy married
e girl aged twenty and deeded her 500
acres of land. Then she had plenty of
grounds for divorce.

Lewis' Bingle Binder

rivel & man what
he wants, a rich, mell

ow-tasting eigar.

“Any port in a story;”
one's umbrella.

also any-

Four Pellets of

MUNYON'S

OYSPEPSIA

évery hour c u RE
will heal soolhe
andHinvigorate wornout
stomachs.and relieve distress

——

The Wretchedness
of Constipation

Can quickly be overcome by

CARTER'S LITTLE
LIVER PILLS.

Dizzi- A =
Small POl Small Dess, ‘Srmall Price,
Genuine =wbe: Signature

W. L. DOUCLAS
HAND-SBEWED SHOES

PROCESGS
MEN'S $2.00, $2.50, $3.00, $3.50, 54.00, 85.00
WOMEN'S 2,50, $3,%3,60, 84
BOYS' $2.00, $2.50 & $3.00

THE STANDARD

FOR 30 YEARS
They are absolutsly the
most popularand bestshoes
for the price in America.
They are the loadsrs every-
whers because they hold
their ahape, fit better,
look better and wear lon=
er than other makes.

hey are positively the e X
mo:{ economical ahoes for you to buy. W.
Douglas name and the retail price are stam

on the bottom — value guaranteed.

TAKE NO BUBSTITUTE!L lédycm dsalar

cannot n\vl{_you write for Mail er Catalog,
« Le DOUGLAS, Brockton, Masa.

PARKER'S
HAI BALE»&”,&

8 luzuriant  growth.

Falls

ber or clear; nice
rl
Americen. §l peracreonahlarge or small traotd

and §L00 st Drugein
WIBCONBIN, time
LANDS oo
best markat |

=nNEST A. ARNOLD
SBUPERIOR WISCONSIN

A man Is judged by his
appearance

will be & weak soldie

health and happiness,

solld muscle.

on receipt of stamps

21 one-cent stamps for the paper covered book, or
for the cloth bound. Address World's Dispensary Medical

Patriotism

The stor.ach {s a larder factor in ‘life, liberty and the pur.
suit of happiness'’ than most people are aware,
can withstand hunger but not dyspepsia,
peptic *‘is fit for treason, stratagems and spoils.”’
who goes to the front for his country with a weak stomach

Patriotism
The confirmed dys-
The man

r and a fault finder,

A sound stomach makes for good citizensaip as well as for

Diseases of the stomach and other organs of digestion and
nutrition are promptly and permenently cured by the use of

Dr. PIERCE'S GOLDEN MEDICAL DISCOVERY.
It bullds up the body with soand flesh

aond

The dealer who offers a substitute for the ** Discovery'' Is
only seeking to make the little more profit realized on the
sale of less meritorious preparations.
Dr, Pierce’'s Common Sense Medioal Adviser is un!éﬂ;
n

to pay expense of mailing nnl{.
31 stamps

Association, R. V, Pierce, M. D., President, Buffalo, N. Y,

Our Plan Shatters the Syste

the Public of $5,000,000 a Year

Never before have shoes been sold on a BIX MONTHS'
OTHER kind of a WRITTEN GUARANTERE,

the FIRST and ONLY manufscturers that were ever ABLE o
make o popular priced shoe GOOD ENOUGH to guarantes
Blmply becsuse we are the ONLY manufactunrers who bave

dono away with high salaried traveling men and theie
nses—the ONLY meanufacturers who wnll

Lea or an

big expe
recd o the dealer by
the stamps.

letier for only

It costn the shoe manufacturars of this country
aver £5,000,000 o year fer travellug men's aalorlies,
botel billg, railrond fares mnd other selllug eox-
cent of this is pald by you
ny fully onefifth more
of
the shoe manuo-
paylog thess big ax-

pruwea, Every
shoe buyers. You
than the actual walue of ever
sloes you buy to HELP
fucturers KEEP ON

palr

Desnoyers “‘SIX MONTHS” Shoes

Guaranteed for Full

Onrimmensesaviog onselling expoanse goos
Into leathers thot others can't aflornd,. COur
Bwiwmox Bules nre from Switzeriend hides—
the best progurabile, The u{n wra nre from
Paris Vealn—the tongheat aud BEST raw mn-
terial for uppers. Wense Army Duck Uning
thint costs twlion ar much as ordingey 11111.-;1.
The nppers oes sewed together by lock-stitch
muchioes with the bighest prade alik thread.

Styliah—Light-Neat—-Theso shoea com-
Line swivle, fuish sod guality o & degres
pever befores equaled In & shoo selllng ab
wnywhere near the price,

l Hore Is Our Written Guarantee

Ifeither the soles or uppern wear out within

vurk.

wear you who handles our "Slz Months" Bhoea

JESNOYERS SHOE 0., 2231 Pine St

No One Else Ever Dared
‘Guarantee Shoes!

the cost of

end for Dealer's Name and Style Book

Desuoyers “Hix Months" Shoes are made for deess, businesa or
Wrile a postal today for style book and oame of & dealer

m That Robs

ran
Ve are

dl-

s Any
Style
FOR MEN

Dress--Business--Work

Six Months' Wear

four months we sgree to furnish = pew
polr of shoes entirely fres of churge. If
eltler the noles or uppers wear out during
the Afth month we agres to refund §.W In
canh. 1f elther the soles or uppesrs wear
out during the alxth monith we agree to
refund $1.00 in onel, Iu other wordws, If
these shoes nbould not give full slx months’
woar wo refund more ths proportion
they full short.

You do mot have to send your shosa
to the factory to be redeemed or (o se
cure the reflund. You have no dealingds
et all with sirandera. Your own dealer
will “‘make jood'* our duarautes.

(1)

. O Louls, Mo,
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