Cost of Division

Expense Will Run To More Than One

Hundred Ihqusand Dollars.

An Accurate and Exhaustive Report of the Recordsﬁl-fv'-}

of Custer County.

It Will Pay You to Read This Article.
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The cosl of transeribing
ords s always an Important
in a county division campaign, When
the facl

we lake into consideration

that Custer counly has been doing
business for thirty years aund thal
twenty years ol this time w force

of people, numbering from ten to rif
teon, has been constantly of worle on
the records, we can just commence Lo
fmagine the tremendous volnme of
work it
thege records for three new counlbies.
Go into the vaults at the court house
and see the huge record books stack
ed to the celling and you get a liltle
idea of what It But if you

wanl to get vour eyves opened wide,

would take to trunscribe

means,

just delye Inlo the books themselves
and count the pages and yon will he
come almost bewlldered before you
arrlve at an estimate of the expense
of this tremendous task,

In order to convey correct informa-
tion regarding the volumae of

Treasure

MTotal cost of division
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Other supplies for three new countics, ...,

The Cost of Division.
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| Q~—~What books In your offlce, court orders, perlaluing to adminis
your oplnion would pot have to bel tering of esiates and probating of
‘- i il ? | willle whereln the deceased owned
| A I'he elndm registey, the abe or was Interested In lands at the timt
| gtenet of voles, the miscellaneons rec-iof hils death Titles thal have ¢comi
ord, part of the cotporation ro ords, | Iirough the estates 1o the heirs are
nart of the bond record, dentinl regist }-‘l,-- most particular, hence the need
of and physleinng registe; of accurate and complete records of
) How many books in your of | these estales,
| Pl wWil have (o be transeribed ln| ) How many prolato cnses are
fwhole or In part |1‘.|-'r:- on flle and how many seperate
A\ L |l:l~'!'41l||"l||' 3 pertalnlng Lo these cases
ol How many words  do  these A —Probate cases are pow [iled at
contaln? thie rate of aboul 109 a  year and
I'hey will average 00 pages to tlere are somethlng over 1,200 casey
Al ook and 00 words to the page  [(iled There are from 15 to 25 sop
‘nu fotnl of 6,550.000 words, ’I'I.t" instruments and entries made In
0Q What per cent of thege pree-leach case, The record of such i
|..ul will, in your opinion, be neces-|struments are scattered all the way
| ary (1o be trangeribed from book one to hook twelve (de.
= A I would say about 45 of them. | pending entirely upon the tme the
1| Q. —What wonld be your very low.|instrument was flled. Kach probate
est estimate per hundred words, for|record has much matier that pertains
iTl'II.HH"I‘HIlHH. and what would be the|to each part of the county and in
weords. ... .. ... S 24 000 approximate cost? orfder to get a complete record of
\ { A1 would sity that & cents perlany quarter of the county, It will be
l'l'llf(l O O 000 huandred words would be a4 very ]t'm'lrwrun-:;lr_\' to go aver the entire rec-
r's records. .... 5 000 : eslimale,  The transeribing of these opd and transerlbe that part  thal
records .. ... 5 000 & |Vbooks, together with coples of t'llﬁl-!p--rluitm to the particular land,
t 1el mortages wireleased would cost| Q. —What would be the cost of
'LfC('irl]T‘: --------- O ““(} & ‘||P|I|U\Elllilfl‘|}' from five Lo sgeven  transceribing the recomds necessary in
'C\.ll'lii“ _________ 1 (00 : thousatd dollars, [ doubt if this i |. nse of divigion?
sessor's.  Attor- E gire 15 high ""':‘:i_-’i!»_ ) A~—Il do not know. There are 65
- * records of 640 pages each; there are
-------- 500 e County Treasurer. i lnes to the page and about 12
......... i @ Ty ¥ 6000 t Questlon.—How maty Dbooks are words to the line, | estimate there
3 000 & |there in your offic '? would be about 23000000 words. If
= Angwer—About 120, this conld be done at § cents per
QU 7 sreie v i 75 000 Q —Will it be necessary to 1l':’lﬂ-|1n|tnl|‘t-(] words, which I belleve is o
.......... ) .‘5'1 3 5_“0 m-llh_-- all of these records In case low figure It wounld cost somewhere i
& |division carries? the nelghborhood of $11,500, Three-
A-—N0b, it will not. fourths of this would be about §8.625,
low. At onehalf the legal rate (he Q-—What records will be needed? I suppose that each county would or-
transeribing of the records for this A~—There are dellugquent personal der the records transcribed that per-
offlce would cost  $32.205, three | taxes dating back many years, therve ' tain to  land in each county.
fourths ol this for the three new|@re also delinquent tax on lots 1|!:\\-1l!| transeripts of that portion of
counties would be about $24.150. This|the varions towns of the connty. this office affecting land titles. 1
does not fnelude the cost of bhooks [ Those wonld have to be sorted out can ouly estimate the amount of
I boelieve the priee glven to be very | and copicd from about one hundred those records that would be needed,
conservillve estimate and when you|large tax books., The farms are read- | 1 might be one half and it might be
take Into consideration the viast [ Hy sold for taxes. bul a large |n'|"|1.n:-|-_
amount of proof reading in additioniecent of town property {5 offered )n:l'.! |_ s
and the great care that bhas to he|ofter yvear with no fakers, ; County Surveyor.
wged, T doubt whether 6 could  be Q.-—What record do you have re Question —How many  surveyors
done at the rale I have named, garding school district moneys? | racoitis i your office?
Q—llow does the office or regis | A—We keep a record of the :a':qfr': \ngwer.—There are 3.
ter of deeds in Custer connly com (apportionment for 260 distriots, I @.—What is the nature of Lhese
pare  with other counties of the QW-—Do you have a record in you books?
state? office of ali school land leases and A-THe survevors record contiaing
A-—In volume of work and [0 fees | contencts and do you collect and re.' map of the roads surveyed and es
It Is third in Nebraska, being sur-|mit these collections to the stale tablished in each township giving dis.
passed by  Douglas  and Lancaster | treasurer? ‘Tillll_‘t'h'. a record s made of each
counties A—We have a large special FeC- corner monument, fleld notes, of when
Cou-r;;y:erk. ord ‘r"""‘rj‘r ““_"""l"“‘l _1"‘.""1 t‘-j“"'“"* the survey was made, name of appli
and contracts. We collect and remit ..+ and a record of those who made
Quegtion.—How many books are|to the state treasurer. and asslsted in the survey,
there in your office? Q —How many duplicate tax re.

vecords, we have asked the officials
themselves the question  and  haye
written down thely answers, This
we belleve I8 the most rellable man.
ner that the real conditions can he
arrived at,

The following are the
asked the county officera of Cusier
county and thelr answers.

questions

Register of Deeds.

-What the 1nun
Lior of deed, mortgage, miscellaneons,

Question. I tonl

mechanies Hen and patent rocoprds in
vour office?

Angwear-—61 deod recovids, §1 omort-
wigo racords, 0 miscellancons records
i, mechanics Hen records and 3 pat
ont records.

Q —'—\\'Iml I approximately the to
tal amount of pages and words In
these hooks?

A —These books coutaln 610 pages
each and will average something
more than LoD words to the page

(]
L4 1

making approximately 160,000 word

In these records.

Q —How many alphabetical index
on?

A —There are 12 of deed, 12 of
mortgage, & of miscellansous, and 1
ol mechanics liens,

Q. —Ilow many numerical indexes?

A.—14 of lands and T of lols,

Q. —WIill the records contained in
these books have to be transeribed

in case of dlvislon,

A—Yes, about threc-fourths of
them,
Q—What In your opplnlon will it

Answer, —Ab
Q.

#re there and

trimseribed.?

Al

they contidn th
of the board In
vircation of roa
amount
fect the

new ¢

of other

out 50.

How many supervisors records

will they have to be

There are 6. and they will have
to be transceribed for the reason

that
¢ record of the action
the establishment and
ds, levies and a large
matter that will ef-

ounties and they will

bave to he constantly referred to,

Q.- What abt

A Thore
hi”
Len
]ll.!'

"8

e
have (o
VOIS
of u bho
and

Lransceribed

nolarie
Ly

the county for

hack,

the bond recopds,?
They
transcribed  for
Lhit Lhe
All of the justic
will have
the begining of
that the

it
» 0 bond records
b
Is
nil.
g Dbonds Lo
from

the reason

county clark is constantly called up

on to make gor

Lificates as Lo whether

John Dos was a notary public or jus.

tice the
He eannot

of
bondg given

of
do

{he

I

record

tice of the pea

Q. —How abo
what about the

A~There are
Lthese are vers

peace

date.
had a
the

Jus

a certain
nnless he

01
this

qualifying
v osuch

and
notary or
bl L5

it the road records and
trunseribing of these?
6 roand records and

hmportant books. The)

vontain a history of the establishment

of each road

and are used n ocon

Junction with the survevors records

cost to transeribe these records, if|bonds and notaries bonds wlll be neet

the full amount allowed by law
charged?

A.~—The logal rate for transcribing
the rocord books is 10 cents per hun
dred words and at this rate It would

Is

cost $52,160 to transcribe the 163
record hooks,

Q—How much would [t cost for
the 47 index books?

A~—The legal rate for transcribing

these Indexes ls 16 cents for each ex-
tention. There are approximalely 65,
000 land extenslons and at this rate
they would cost $9,760. The lol ex
tensiong at the same rate would cost
about §2,600,

Q. —What In your opinlon would be
a falr lving price for this work es
limating competent clerleal help al
what the counly would have (o pny
for the same,

A~1 would think that half the le
gal rate would be as low as it could
done, This |8 what it Iscosting
the new couuly of Morrill and the
party who has the contract makes a
dtatement that he has taken it too

be

Q—What about the notary com-
migion records?

A~—There are 2 of these bhooks and
they wlll have to be transcribed for
the same reason that the justices
e,

Q~—Whut about the schiool bond
record ?

A~There are 2 of them and they
will have te be transcribed.

Q—How about the corporation
records ?,

A—~—There are two of these books

and a part of
transcribed,
Q. —How
indexes are
have to be don
A.~—There
gage indexes a
whatever abou
seribing these

Q—low mi
are on file in
A,

o0,
Q.—What
A~—1 would

would bave to

cancelled.
of them there

many

There are approximalely

I don't know

them will have to be
chattel morigages
there and what will
e with them?

'¢ 10 big chattel mort-
nd there is no question
t the necessity of Lran-
books,

iy chattel
yvour office?

morighges

1256

will be done with them?

think that duplicates
boe made of those not
how many

will be. There are n

very large number,

ceipts have von filed away in your of
tice?
A
Q.

About 175,000,
If a person living in one of the

erly indexed so that the record of
all papers can readlly be found.

Q. Can an abstract of title be made
to a town lot or tract of land owned
by an estate without showing in de-
tull the probate proceedings of such
eslnte?

A.~—No, any attorney in examing an
abstract of title to land, must have a

complete report of all probate pro
ceadings, Involving the lot or tract
of land.

Q. —In case of division will all of

these records have to be transcribed?
A.~—No, they wlll not, .
Q~—What part of the records of
your office will be needed, in the new
counties in cese of division? :
A.—All records, files, decrees and

Q—How many maps do these books
contain?

A —There being government
townships in Custer county, there are
72 of these maps.

-y

countlies set off lost a tax receipt Q.—What other books have you?
and wants to get a duplicate of the A—A road platt book, which is the
same, how would he got It? largest book in Custer county, |ls

A-—Ile would have to send to this pages are 25 by 28 inches, it also
office for it, contains 72 maps on which are platts

Q—Would you charge him  for o yha vonds in each township of Cus.
making & copy of this tax receipt? ter county and all information regard

A—Al the present time we would ing the :-.;.-l:|!|]i~1-|u.uvnr of sald roads.
hot for the reason that he is a resl-{ o _would these records haye to
dent of this county. After division yu (canseribed?
carries and his land was located ilii A—They certamly would
another county he would have to payl g —what In your opinfon would it
for this work. ]rus' to transeribe these bhooks.

Q. —In your opinion whal would he A.—They all have been transcribed
the cost ol transcribing such part of | \within 111-: past flve years on account
the records of the treasurer's office op the old books being In a very bad
as would be necessary in case of dl- ghape. The three surveyors records
vision? took one person about one year Lo

A—The records of more than 100 complete, The other book Is worth
blg tax books would have to  belgpainr 250 to transeribe
searched and portions extracted, My —
best judgement is that $5.000 would District Clerk,
be a low estimate for this work, it Question.—Ilow muny suits have
might run to twice that amount, been filod in your office since the or-

prmem—— ganizatlon of Cluster county?
County Judge. Answer.—About 6700,

Question.——lHow many books are Q. —low many papers are (lled in
thera in your office? each of these cases?

Answer.—There are aboul 65, pos A~—DOue to twenty,
sibly a few more Q. Ave all of these papers record.

Q. —What are these books? od [n special books called complete

A—There are probate records, record books?

Judgement records, marriage I‘m'-l A Yes, except cases not tried by
ords, trial dockets, adoption records court.

and milscellanous books of all killll.-*i Q—What Iy the average cost of
Each book contains approximately 64¢ complete record per case?

pages. A.—About §8

Q.—Are all these record hooks pro Q—llow many of the 6700 coases
vided with indlces and must every|were foreclosure cases, or other cas
suit, whether civll, probate or other eg affecting titles to land, including
proceeding to property indexed? tax foreclosnres,

A~—Yes, the records of the county A —About half,

Judges office are very particular rec- Q. —How many books of complete
ords, and each proceading, especlally record and pages?
probate proceadings, must be prop- A~—T72 books, 4oo pages in each

book, and 500 words to the page,
Q.—How many books of other kinds
in your office?

A~—24 apprarance dockets, 17
court Journals, 42 trial dockels, 6
executlon dockets, 4 judgement rec-
ords, 4 naturalization records and 1

Insanity record, also'4 general Index-
es in which the names of the plain:

tre and defendants fn each sult are

indexed both direct and reverse,
Q—Would an abstractor In making
an abstract of title to land In any

of the proposed new counties have to

have access to practically all of these

records?

A —Yes, he would,

Q. Would it require a complete copy
the four judgement records, for

of

each of the new countles, thus mak-
ing three sels,

A

Q. Then each sult would have to be
|r-x:|r1|irn--l by an expert abstractor or
uttorney would
ults affecting land in each of the
connkies, that coples of the record of
[Fhat suit might be made?

-Yos, of the live Judgements

who

XK. T08,
Q AR n matier of fact the red
ords of your office are just as im-

portant as the records of the Recopd
|er's office for ench of the new coun-
ties are they not?

A—Yes,

Q—If you were

asked to make a

frunseript of the records of your of-
filen for each of the new counties
what would be a falr price per hun-

dred words,
A ~—About § cents,

County Superintendent.

Question.—How many school dis-
tricts are thers In active operation
in Custer county?

Answer.—260,

Q—Do i seperate
ord of each of these districts?

A~—Yes, 1 do.

Q.—Are
Lhiat

you Kkeep rec.

there any school districts
left in two or more
counties should the county be divid-
ed?

A—Yes. The new Iines
run through and divide 28 school dis-
tricts. 27 these would
in counties and
would be In three counties.

Q. —What effect, if any, would di-

wonld he

(""iﬂl'..\‘

of locinted

district

Ilt]

two one

vislon have on the teachers certifi-
cates now In force.
A~~Each teacher must have a

county certificate unless they hold a
sfate certificate and they would have
to pay a registration fee. A county
certificate costs §1.50 and 1 suppose
that the teachers in the new coun-
ties would be put to this expense.

Q. —What Is the present
Of the superintendent,

A-~—Hls salary is $1200 and he
allowed $400 for ¢lerk hire.

Q. —What In your opinion would be

galary

the salary of the superiniendent in
Lhe new counties?
A—As near as I can flgure it in

Allalfa Co. it would be not less than
1000 in Custer county not less than
$1000, in Sheldon county the.estimat:
ed population is so that I am
not sure whether it would he $800 or
1000, and in Higging county the su
perintendent would be paid per diem
and in that case, could not be more
than §800, Instead of $1600 it
now is, it would no doubt amount to
more than $3500, and that would not

¢lose

ias

include a clerk In any of the com-
ties after division carried.

Q.—Is the superintendent and clerk
puaid by fees of the office?

A —No, they are pald out of tle
general fund of the county,

Necessity of Complete Records In
Each of the New Counties.

The following questions were asked

five relinble abstractors, who signed

their names below

My, Abgtractor:

Question.—What Is an abstract of
title?

Answer,—An abstraet of title Is a
certified memoranda and transeript ol
ull transfers, whether, deeds, mort-
gages, mechanics leins, powers of al-

torney, reloase, leases, contracts for
gale and purchase of land, decrees of
court. either probate or district court
detailed all

Pros court

o transeript of pro-

bt L or
title
land

by

0 EE

COLLY

actions Lo olher sults
all judge
racorids in

Thi

Lo A

ulet or

affecting vitle Lo and
mnets shown
the Distriet Clerk's
itracter cortifies

Lhe

T the
ab
for
Lthe

office.

also as Iy

elegn judgements in hands of
sheriff that in affect the ti
tle to the land of which the abstract

any way
being made

Q. Do vou mean that you must havi
access to the probate records ifn the

county judges office?

A—Yes sir.

Q-—And that you must examine the
reneral (ndexes, the judgement rec
ords, and every suit In the district

Clark's office that any of the parfies
may have held title lund
vou are abstracting were Intreested i
elther plalntift or defendant?

A.—Yes sir

Q—And do the
books In the treasurer’s office to see
that i tax for any year
fs unpnld?

A.

Q.

iearch

who o the

you examine tax

not gingle

Yes sir

Of course you make n thorongh
the affice
nstrument,

recorder’'s
l]l‘l‘-l

Lhnt

in far
every
other
the land
A—Yes slr,
Q.—You
then of the
In Custer

proposed

mortgage or

instruments may affect

you are abstracting?

cannol make an abstract
}:1'u|11I||
the

mak

smillest of
or

counties

plece

county in any oi

new without
ing a thorough search in each of the
offlces of the Recorder, Treasurer,
Court and Clerk of district
court can you?

A.—No, Sir,

Probate

check off those)

reribing the records for that

i Q.—You can't
jurers office?
A—~—No, slr.
QYou can't leave out the office of
the clerk of the district court?
A~—Nao slr.
[ Q~—Nor you can't leave
aflica of the Probate Court?
A—No
W

leave out the treas

out the

slr,

Then what do you say would

{be the condition of the new couns
i3 that

transcribed only the ree.
of the office
titles of land are concerned?
A

G1da recorder's
as
They would be like an automo
ila without gasoline or oll,

(.—And what do you say would be
the condition of a new county as re.
gards general county business, that
did not get the necessary transcripts
of records from the county clerk, su-
perintendent, treasurer, county or
probate court, district court and ev-
en tho surveyor's office, in fact all
Of the county offices as well as the
recorder's office?

At would be llke an antomobile
aven
without gasoline, oll cheuffeur or
Wen an englne, In fact it would be
4 mere part of a machine,

The above answers are subscribed
to by the undersigned abstracters,

Ross G. Moore,
Willis Cadwell.
J. G, Leonard.

1. A, Reneau.

J. C. Moore,

Record Books and Supplies.

There are more than O0* big recs
ord books in the court house at the
present time, A conservative estl.
mate of the new books that would
be necessary to start the new coun-
ties could not safely be placed at
less than 300, The looseleaf record
would in most cases be used and that
could not cost less than $20 per book.
In Morrill county these books cost
$25 per book accordingto the state
ment of Mr, Trinnier, ig trans-
county.
In Custer county they are now belug
furnished for $21 per book. Placing
the cost of these books in quanities
abt $20 per book, it wounld cost $6000
for new books, §1000 per new coun-

who

ty would be a low estimate for the
endless number of other supplies
naeoded,

Grand Summary.

It Is a hard matter to arrive at
the exact figures to transcribe the
raooprde for three new counties, Cus.
ter county probably stands about
third or fourth among the counties
of the state in volume of records.

We belleye we are more lable to
nlace the cost of transcribing at a
lower than at a higher figure for
the reason that it Is very hard to
fakke  into  conslderation all of the
various kinds and classes of record
bhooks From the investigation we
have made we Dbelieve that the fol-
lowing is a Iulr and conservialive es.
timate of the cost of starting the
new counties in business
tegistep $ 21,000
County Clerk 6,000
County Treasurer 2,000
District Clerk 2,000
Oounly; JudBE .00 emasaree 6,000
sSurveyvor - . 1,000
Supt., Assessor, Alty, and
Coroney o00
J00 Books at $20 ... ...... 6,000
Other Supplies for Three New
Counties e e S.000
Three  Court  Houses al
§25,000 Ta.000
Total LEL3L.500

The old county of Custer will nee-
My Pt
Wi on

L0 bhe to quite an

lheonvenenee

I

expense
groal in

must

Lrans:
b

wiork

erdbing these hooks, I'ta-

is

re-

mewbered that while this

golng on Lthey will have tp be

fered to conatantly and the work in-
deal, The
mate of 25,000 for each of the
g 8

Ly

lerrupred o greal esti.
new
ol

CoOun-

court hous
will
but it is

amount to put

i
lert

matten !
to the
nonea

at,
Ol se, new

Livs, fon small an
up @ snbstantial bulld-
the in
towns cost much
If vou will
tremendous
it

wlthout voting bonds.

sohool houses
fully
slop

expense

ng, ol

the

Many
sinall
this

ns
consid-
will

done

s Lo

er VOl

rencily see that can not be
It must bhe re-
membered that the new counties one-
fourth the slze of Custer cannot muin
tiin & full set of officers and
for a full governmeit on
onefourth the of that
Cusler county now ralses and in all
probability the full Hmit of the law
will have to be levied In ench of
for actunl running ex

103 say nothing of the tremendous

county
piy COUNLY

amount laxes

the
counties

inew

e

cost of transcribing the trecords and
bullding new court houses, A 15 mill
levy next year would cost the four
proposed couniles $55,000 more than
we e now pading and every cent
of this would be needed for running

expenses and the transcribing of rec-
ords and bualiding
would have (o Le
some other way,

houses

for la

of court
provided

as far.

4
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