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n troubled and nureal dream and was
gone when he awoke—so swift the
Lrlef two years Bad paesed, as swilt
in gorrow as In hinpplness

- - - - . L] .

slre for other things. 1 have been feel
Ing 1t all day "
“What things?

There wns the usual early evening

“I—don't know — exactly, substay | fnflux of men Al the Lenox who drop

tinl things [I'd

llke to learn about | ped in for o glance at the ticker or for

I'm not wo very aged elther. | know
something of the world; | understand
somothing of men. I'm pretty good
compuny, Gerald,. What do you say 7'
“1 say wure!” cried the boy wnarmly.

Luncheon had not been served whon | thiugs. My foather was the head of the | a cocktall or n ganme of bllllards or a “It's & » then. And one thing
{bey returned Without Hogering on )} American School of Archaeology In , bit of gosslp before going home to niore: Cuul;:ll'l oolmanll'e to come ﬁp
) the landing, as usual, they exchanged | Crete, My mother was his Intellectunl | dress to th;s house .y"ﬂb oftener? Every-
— 0 fortmul word or two. Then Eileen | equal, 1 hwelieve. Do yon koow about ¢ Solwyn sauntered over to the basket, body ml f I think
mounted to her own quarters and Sel- | my purents? she wsked "They were Y et 8 ks, seis

: By ROBERT W. -CHAMBBRg.

Author of "The Fighting Chance,"” Etc.
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wyn walked nervously through the |
brary, where he saw Nina evidently
prepared Tfor some midday festivity,
fur she wore hat and furs and the

lost fo the Argolis, off Cyprus.  You
bove heard 1 think they mennt that 1
ghonld go to college-as well as Gerald.,
I don't know. Perhaps after all It Is

luspectdd o yard or two of tape, then

'strolled toward the window, noedding

to Bradley Harmon and Sundon Cralg.
As he turned his face to the window
and his baek to the room Harmon eame

your sister 1s a trifle sensitive™—

“ will,” sald Gerald, blushing.
“S8omehow I've had such a lot on band
—all day at the office and something

=l evening. 1 know perfectly
. Lronghnw was ontside. better for we to do what other young up ruther effusively, offering an un- = e“.r"' . g
a Copyright. 1007, by Robert W. Chambers “Ob, Phi” she sald, “Elleen prob- | girls do. Besides, | enjoy it, and wy Sody, . Bt the Sret ssowmont 1 AR
. 0% ably forgot that 1 was golug out.  It's | wother did, too, when shie was my age, i :
ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ@@@@@@ﬁﬂ@@@@@@-ﬁ}@@{:}@:ﬁ}{{“.,,.{9}1;} a directors’ luncheon at the exchauge j thoy say She was very much gayer froe

Please tell Efteen that 1 can't wait for
her. Where |s she?"

than | am My mother wis o beauty
and a Lrtllant woman. But there were

Selwyn nodded. “And Iast of all”
he sald, "there's something about my

. i ST e N " : Ite . e own affalrs that I thought you might
I've n villninous habit of muttering he nsked cobdesesnidingiy, but wittiout “l resilng. | suppose. Nion, | u:llut -li-'".m nn. 1 huve her letters to advise s oa"
mushy nothines™— Shtent One moment, dear 1 promiged the | father” when Geruld and 1| were very Gerald, proud, enchanted, stood veey
=y ‘ ntention. : " 3 A : " nid, '
oy . hildren that u would luneh with | Hittle and her letters to us from Lon-
You did suy something! “llenvenly! How can you ask that, VAo yo ,“ - 9 ' e % . 4 : stralght The older man continued
“No; only ghoulish gabl ) ’ ¥ them o the nurkery. Do yon mind? fdol 1 have missed her more this win-
A :[: ey gabble, the mere with cvery day filled and a chance to | Ty g, keep them qgler. | was|ter It seems to me, than even o that gruvely:
mu:' ; “;iulm e ok e eind deciine something every day? 1f you'd wenk cuough to compromise between o §dreadiul thine™— “I've a little capital to lnvest—not
“Yon dic ; ; ! ;

It's rude oot to repent It
when | usk von ™

“1 dido't mean to be rude.”

“Then repent what you said to your-
Belr ™

Do you wish me to?" he asked, ruls-
Ing his eyes so gravely that the smile
faded from Ilp and volee wlen she

answered: *1

only go to one—just one—of the dances
anil teas and dinpers you'd be able to
2pe for yourself what n good time | am
having., 1 don't know why | should be

s0 delightrully lucky, but everybody
nsks me to dance, and every man 1
weet s partleularly wlee, and nobody
has been very horrld to we—perhnps

fox hnnt or fodge. so 1 salkd you'd
lunch with them, WI you¥"

“"Certainly  And, Nina, what sort of
n onn is this George Fane?'

“Fane?"’

“Yes—the chinless gentleman, with
gentle brown and protroding eyes and
the expression of a tame brontosaurys.”

She 8ot sllent, chin o band, delicate
fugers restlessly worrying hier red lips;
then o gulck Tmpulse:

“You will not mistnke me, Captain
Selwyn? Nips and Austln have been
perfectly sweet to me and to Gerald'

“I am not mistuking a word you
utter," he snld

Setwym quietly rose and stepped out of
the etrele

vers mneh  Suppose—and this, | need
not add, 1s in confidence between us—
suppose 1 suggested to Mr. Neer-
gard"—

O™ erled young Hrroll, delighted,
“that Is fine! Neergard would be glad
envugh.  Why, we've got that Valley-
dale tract o shape now, and there are

jeg your pardon, Cap- becnuse 1 ke everybody.” “Why—low do you mean, Phil?| “No, of course not, only there are scores of schemes In the air—acores of

tain Selwyn. | did not know you were  She rode on beside him. They were | Wit sort of man? Hes n banker | thnes moments”— tntinlly  thin, Aat bhand and forther | them—dmportant moves which may

serious.” walliug thelr horses now, aud as ber | e fsu't very pretty, but be's popular” | Her volce died; her clenr eyes looked | "OSPITATILY. pluasantly decliued by Sel- | mean—anything!” he ended exeitedly.

"Oh. I'm not be returned lightly. silken conted mount paced forward “Ob popular!” he nodded, as close ta | out Into space Whil® the silent seconds | * YU “Then you thlnk It would be all

“I'm never serlons. No man whbo solil- throngh the sunshine she sat at ease, | u sycer as he could ever got lengthened Into minutes Ove slender | “Horeibie thing, u cocktntl,” observed | rlght—in  case Neergard Ikes the
oquizes can be taken serlously. Don't stralght as a slender amazon in her “Me has a very populnr wife too. | tinger bad stipped between her lps Harwan after giving his own order and | e ?”

you know, Mlss Erroll, that the crown-
lng absurdity of all tragedy |s the so-
Hloquy 7"

Her smlle became delightfully uncer-

habit, ruddy halr glistening at the nape
of her oeck, the scarlet of her lips al-
wnys a vivid contrast to that wonder-
ful unhlemished skin of snow.

Haven't you met Rosamund? People
like him. He's about evervwhere; very
ugefnl, very devoted to pretty women
But 'm renlly In o hurery, PHIL"  Her

and teeth; one burnished strand of hair
lny veglected agonipst her cheek

“NYou suld you were golng to look up
Gerahl,"” she observed,

senthig bimselr opposite Selwyn, 1
don't usunlly do 1t Here comes tha
wan who persundes me—my own part-
aer "™

Gerald was enthusi:stie. After awhile
they shook hands, it belng time to sep-
nrnte,  And for a long time Relwyn
snt there nlone in the visitors' room,

taln.  She did not quite understand He thought to himself gulte Imper- | ¢olee dwindled and died awny through “] am now. What are you golng to Selwyn Jooked up to see Fane ap- | absent eyed, facing the blazing fire of
him, though her Instinet warned her sonally: “She’'s a real beauty, tHat | (e hall: the front door clangoed, do?" proaching, and Instantly a dark fush | eannel coul,
that for a second something had men-. youngster. No wonder they ask her to | ¢ went to his quarters, drove out | 17  Oh, dress, [ suppose! Nina [ 2Versirend his fuce. How to be friends with this boy

aced their understanding.
Riding forward with hlm through
the crisp sunshine of mid-December,

dance und nobody is horrid, Men are
lkely enough to go quite mad about

Austin's man, arranged his own fresh
linen, took a sulky plunge nnd, an un-

ought to be back now, and she expects
me o go out with her

“You know George Faue, don't you "
continued  Harmon  easily “"Well,
that's odd

without openly playing the mentor;
how to guin his confidence without ap-

ber, as Nina predicts, Probably some | jjanteq cigarette hetween his teeth, She nodded a smiling termination of ) | lhothL of conrse—Cap- | pearing to seek It; how to Influence
the word “tragedy" still sounding In of ‘em have aiready—that chuckle- | sompleted bis dressing in sullen In- | thelr duct and moved toward the door, | 111 Selwyn, Mr. Fane. It's not usual, | him without alarming bim! No, there
her ears, her thoughts reverted natural- headed youth who was there Tuesday | (rqspoction. Then on Impulse she turned, a ques- | Ut IU's done, was no great harm In bim yet: only

Iy to the only tragedy besldes her own
which had ever come very near to her
—hls own.

Could be have mennt that? DId peo-
ple mention such things after they had
bappened? DId they unot rather con-
cenl them, hide them deeper and deep.

gulping up the tea”— And, "“What
was hig nome " he asked aloud.
“Whose name?” she Inquired, roused
by Lhis volce from smlling retrospec-
tion,
“That chucklehead—the young man
who continued to haunt you so per-

When he had tled hisg senrf and bit-
ten his clgnrette to pleces he paced
the room onee or (wice, squared his
ghoullers, breathed deeply aod, uo-
bhending bis evebrows, walked off to
the nursery.

“Hello, you kids!" be sald, with an

tlon on her lips=left unuttered through
Instinet. It had to do with the ldentity
of the pretty woman who had so df-

They exchanged formalities—dry and
brief on Selwyn's part, gracefully ur
bane on Fune's,

Sandon Cralg and Billy Fleetwood
cume wandering up and Jolned them.
One or two other men, drifting by, ad-
hered to the group.

the Ilmpulse of Inconslderate youth:
only an enthusinstic eapacity for pleas-
ure.

One thing was fmperntive—the boy
must cut out his card playing for
stakes at once, and there wns a way
to accomplish that by lmpressing Ger-

er with the ald of time and the kindly sistently when you ponred tea for effort “I've cote to luncheon, Very Selwyn, Involved In small talk, glane- | #1d with the dea that to do unything
years for a burlal past all recollec- Niua on Tuesday. Of course they all | .o of yvou to want we, Dring " ed sldewnys at the great clock and | behind Neergnrd's back which ke
tion? haunted you,” he explained politely as “1 wanted you,  too sald Billy. gathered himself together for depar- | would not core to tell him about wee

Troubled, uncomfortably Inteut oo
evading every thought or traln of
ideas evoked, she put her mount to a

she shook ber head In slgn of noncom-
prehension, “but there wans one who—
ah-—gulped at his cup.”

“1'm to sit beside yon."
“Qo nm 1, ohserved Drinn, pushing
Winthirop out of the chnlr and sliding

ture
Fleetwood was saying to Cralg, “Cer-
talnly It was a st gome—Bradley,

a sort of treachery,

gallop  But thought kept pace with  “Please—you are rather dreadful, |, ¢jose to Selwyn  She liad the cut. myself, Gerald Erroll, Mra. Delmour- K v ;

her. aren't you?” KIt:Ki, In her arms.  Kit-IK1, divining Carnes and the "Eﬂh"m'ﬂ-" { !‘E’}Cl\ ’
She was, of course, aware of the “Yes. Bo was be. 1 wmean the Infat- |, ishment, was purring loudly “Were you hit? asked Cralg, Inter- N aptﬂl'

situntion regarding Selwyn's domestic unted chinless gentleman whose faclal | ... hine and Clemence In pinafores ested. | - -

affalrs.  She could not very well have ensemble remotely resembled the fea- | ., «tick-out skirts sat wriggling, with “No; about even, (.era‘ld got It good HE 5

been Lkept long In Ignorance of the tures of a pleased and placld llzard of | \Winthrop between them; the five dogs and plenty, though. —The Ruthvens v PRospact _DItPURSS

facts, so Nina had told her carefully,
leaving in the young girl's mind only
A bewildered sympathy for man and
wife whom a dreadful and incompre-
bensible eatastrophe had overtaken,'

the reptilfan period.”

“Oh, George Fane! That Is partlcu-
larly disagreeable of you, Captaln Sel-
wyn, because his wife has been very
nice to me—Rosamund Fane—and she

sat In n row behind, Katle and Bridyget
nssumed the functlons of Hibernlan
ITebhoe, and Juncheon began with a
clatter of spoons.

It belng also the children's dinner,

“Don't forget Gorald.”

were nhend, as usual”

Selwyn, appnrently hearing nothing,
quletly rose and stepped out of the cir-
cle, paused to set fire to a clgarette
and then strolled off toward the vis-

and  depressed Helwyn.
He was sullenly aware
that In a town where"
the dlivorced must ever
be reckoned with when

only an Impression of something nmew spoke most cordially of you'— supper and bed oceurring from 5 to 6. | rectly saluted him In the park—a per- | 'tors’ room. where Gerald was now :,I?:;::.“I:ﬁ?w:ﬂ.‘;":i“::’?h:rem?:,:‘:'. “:
and fearsome which she had hitherto  “Which one was she?” ment Hgnred on the card, and KiCKCs | tectly  friendly, stuple and oatural | 99€ . He found young Erroll just o] imesia i S ml-l;‘;ie ~ s
been unaware of In the world and “The Dresden china one. Bhe 100kB | purpeing incrensed to an ecstatic and | question,  Yet It remained unutterod toring the.rooni andigreeted himwith : gyl -

which was to be added to her small

. . ; " ; wry? . Jack  Ruthve : |
but unhappily growing list of sad and | were married. It's most amusing, for | sje stood up on Drina's lop wos con- § wald stood there holding & note on a l,f l“:'" ”'"._t “f"*‘, and '.1“"’ with Ill:‘l:‘ll 'h‘ ::::. }:l ,:‘:;):::W:O‘::.m:mf;b:
Incredible things. | people always take her for somebody's | stantly hrushing Selwyn's features. sulver me," he sald, “1 won't put you down. K K
Returning from thelr gallop Miss B || youngest sister who will be out next “Ihe cat s shedding too,!” Le e “For Captain Selwyu, please,” mur- You know, of conrse, | can only ask !ﬂ.llm'lmdj or through sheer hagard st
\ Don' emember seelng degn he dodged her cnudal ap- o th i yon opce In n year, so we'll stay here | 80Wwe Iarge affuir where destiny and |
roll had very Ifttle to say, Selwyn, |Winter. Don’t you T A8 | marked as he dodged her ctudal np- fmured the maid, and chat & bit."” fate work buslly together in erimiusl
too, wus silent and absentminded. Shae [her?’ pendage for the twentleth time "It Miss Erroll passed out, . ("" “_ . " conartnershin b
thought of ber brother, and the old | ‘“No. 1 don't. But there were dozens | wiil go In with the next spoonfal of I Selwyn took the note and broke the Right you are,” sald young Erroll, | €OD it [
hwi: at his ab G h i roming and golng every minute whom | cranberey sauce, Drina, Il you're not | seal: flinging off his very new and very Ihelr encounter was all a mistake, '.
3 . sence on that night ' n - 5 . = onth.* = , fashlonable overcoat—a wonderfully born of the haste of 4 heedless and eld- i
throbbed aga'n, Forgive? Yes. But 1 dido’t know. Stlill, 1 behaved well, | careful about opening your month My Dear Selwyn—=I'm in a benstly fix— j
h 1d bl';"l.' it} i gidn't 17" After luncheon Sclwyn and Miss Jen | O U due tonlght and pas de quol! | bandsome boy, with anll the attraction | €'Y matron celebrated for mannging !
At it cungg “Pretty badly—to Kathleen Lawn, | Ecroll met fn the living room, n big | Pbviousiy | don't want Neergard to know, | that n quick, warm, tmpulsive manner |10 do the wrong thing. but who had
; - = SR . G e belng associnted, as 1L am, with Wi in | cprpleg “And 1 say, Selwyn, It was been excessively nice to him that win-
whom you cornered so that she | gquare, sunny place, In golden @reens byouiness, As for Austin, Le's a peppery y y e 10 " ter and whose ition In Manbhnattas !
couldn’t escape untll her mother made | and Lrowns, where a bay  window fold boy, bless Lis heart, and I'm not vory | @9 fully decent of you to"— pos " .
Lier 2o without any tea." overlooked the park gecure In his good graces at present “Bosh! Friends are for that sort of | W03 unt to he nssalled. .
. Npld S i = z ; e g P Fact is, 1 got into u rather atiff game | thing, Gernld. 8It here" He looked “Dear Captaln Belwyn,” she wheez-
“IHere comes Mr., Fane now with o Kuceling on the cushions of the deep |, 0 night, and it's & matter of honor § -
strikivgly pretty girl. How beautifully | window seat, she fattened her dell- |80 can you lielp me to tde It over? (i u.l the yvoung man hesltatingly, but | & over the telephoue, “I'm lbt.:l‘t one _
they are mounted,” smilingly returning | eate nose agninst the glass, peering |square it on the Ist of the month  Yours | Gernld calmly took the matter out of | man, un.d we dine at 8 and it's that |
» ' 1 vand 1.__011' go von do N '| litee hangings sincerely, GERALD ERROLL. his furisdietion by podding hls order | NOW Could sou help wme? It's the |
VARGR, SEINE, SRAG A0S / v 'ml.“”'“”"h ol e s 2 P. 8.—~I've meant to look vou up for | 1o the eluby attendant, rich and yellow this time, but you
know ber, Captain Selwyn? Who I8 “Everybody and his family are driv-lever so long and will the firat moment 1 “Lord, but I'm tired,” he sald, sink- | won't mind, will you?" ‘
L ng."” she said over her shonlder. “The | have free., ord, b : ; . : .
'h({::” ralsed mecbanieally In dnzed :'lvgh I:"; ,n_'"l re cnrm-r!lu; the fresh Relow this was penciled (he amount Ing back Ioto n blg armehalr 1 was ITe explained to Mre, T. Weat Min-
a]“[l_‘p “:(‘i.“"\‘"“i Hj:lll [“l‘ll'h on the alr sup Il\l"" due, and gu‘]\"""‘slfnpc reW very serl ap tH tlrl_\'lll.!hl. and then | hnd to be ster his absurd delt‘ht at be!n' naked.
. et o ; b. which Rid e o, 8l ; : 2 8 y in the office by 9, and tonight Billy | Then Le sent for a eab and sauntered
bridle had tightened to a eluteh, wh For nwhile she kneeled there, sllent- | aus. = ) ' ' toto the dinlog reom. wh b
brought liis horse up sharply Iy intent on the passing pogeant with The l2tter he wrote In return ran: Fleetwood 1s giving—oh, something or 5 m, re Do WA g }
F - et ¥ . [ ‘ other By the way, the market isn't [celved with undisguised hostllity
“What is 1t?" she neked. drawing |all the unconscious curlosity of & peur Gerald—Check Inclosed to your or- 1ol A thing to the shorts, You' “She's been clvil to me"” be snid;
‘ - - der. By the way, can’t you lunch with H0lng = » the shorts, ou’re v Y ’
bridle In ber turn and looking back| .0 o tly tliont.  turiioi: not fn, are you, Scelwyn ™ Jeunesse obllge, you know, and that's
into his white, stupetied face entid, resently, without “r;b‘t‘ me at the Lenox club some day thls y ~ why 1"—
= T - e “They speak of the younger set—bu week?  Write, wive or telephions when, _y . - .
|II ;un,“hcleh»inhll‘,]ullt;tl:ll:t‘:;:“?h‘t“‘:_‘}ul:]e w!mtb Is li’ts; Hmit? So wany, so many | Yours, REMW L. um'\.:;'”::.‘,{l l::t?t\,l.::iu)(;m.luIf;'.:!.’u Y98 ate “Tluere'll be a lot of debutantes thers.
MKe. o & B e st 3 s = o , . 4 ’ Fhe < g
?1]0'.1 oyes found thelr foeus and found | Peoplel The hunting crowd—the slly When he had sent the note away by | - «op, j¢'s all vight,” replicd the young | WWhat do you want to go for, you cradie
ber bLeside his strrup, leaning wide | rowd—the weulthy set—the drendful | the messenger be walked back to the | fajjow contidently, and, ralsing his [ TObber?” protested Austin. “A lot of
from bher sent it.i swu{;t conceru, one yellow set—then all those others made ] bay window, hands iu his pockets, a glass, he podded ot Selwyn, with a | Water bibbing, olive eating, talcum
rloved band resting on uu'_.",m‘,m;d of | out of metals—copper and conl and | worrled expression lu Lls gray eyes, smile, powdered debulantes"—
ti% F,:'h”"_ fron and” She shrugged her youth-| This sort of thing must not be repent- “You were mighty uice to me any- Elleen straigbtened up stiffly, aod
* -"\,‘-(. ..,,',-, 17" she nsked. *Shall we ful shoulders, still inteut on the pass-| ed. ‘The boy must halt lu his tracks Bow,” he sulil, setting uis glogs aside Belwyn's teusing smile and his offered
diswount? If vou feel dizzy, plense | IDE Bhow. and face sharply the other way. Be-| oo jiting o clgar. “You see, | went | 000 {0 adieu completed ber indigna-
% ! ' “T'hen there are the intellectuals— | sides, his owu Income was limited— o tor nwhile 80 ¢ | Hon, .
lenn ngalpst me. to o danve, nmd atter nwh sOme o - :
o1 am all right,” be sald coolly, und the arvtistie, the Muwmwinated, the mu-| waueh too Hmited o admit of many us cleared out, and Juck Ituthven of- YO, goodby! No, 1 won't shake
- : Ked a8 she I.‘,,.“\.““,Il‘ Ler seat he m-ll nig | Bleal sorts.  I—=I wish 1 kuew more of | more loans of that sort. fered us troubli. so balf o dozen of us | hands. There's your cab now. | wish
FENGE b f’w s o ];-.- 4~ in motio Hllri face had become | them.  They were my father's friends He ought to see Gerald at once, bubl w0 yere, | hid the worst cards a ""“"“1, take Austiy too. Nina and 1
“1 wish you kuew Gerald well," she very red now  He looked at her, then [ —Somg of them." She looked over her | somehow be could not in decency ap-| o aver drew to & kicker, That was | 47e tired of dining with the premature-
sald lmpulsively, "He !9 such a dear bevond Ler with all the .]..|,|,,.,-..“°L. con- | Fioulder to see where Selwyn was| pear personally on the heels of hIsy v 0you 0 Iy Itll.:l-'ﬂ-' =
fellow, and | ”13“‘5_ you'd be good for centration of aloof indifference nud whether he was listenlng, smiled ] loan. A certaln Inferval must elapse “Do you mind saying whether you | “lud--u] we are,” sald Mrs. Gerard.
him—and, besides,” she hastened to Confused  consclons that something | ®t him and turned, resting one hand | between the loan and the lecture. Inj o000 my check und drew against Go to your club, Austin, and give me
add, with instinctive loyalty lest he bud huppened which sbhe did not com- | o0 the window seat, “So many kinds | fact, he didn't see very well how hef o okeq Selwyn a chianice to telephone to somebody un.
misconsirua; “Geriid would. be_Eood prebend and sensitively aware of the of people” she sald, with a shrug could admonish and Instruct untll the | .gyy ng; 1 just indorsed it over,” | 9er the anaesthetic age.”
for you. We were a great deal togeth- Il""‘:""i"‘“"“ which, i 1t Qid not g ‘You asked me" he said, “whether| loan had been canceled—that 1s, untll “To—to whom, If | way veoture?’ Selwyn departed, laughing, but he
er—at one time.” nore her aecepted ner presence as of | 1 know Sudbury Gray. 1 do slightly. | the first of the new year. “Certalnly,” Le sald, with a laugh, [ Y2Woed lo bis cab all the way to Fif-
He nodded, smilipgly attentive I;-i conseqience. she permitted  bher What about Wim?'  And bhe waited, Pacing the tloor, disturbed, uncertaln “Po Mrs, Juck" Then in & flash for ty-third strcet, whers ke entered In
“OF tlutse: Whsh ‘Lo, Went-AWAY W} 0 m ot e wn nack remembering Nina's suggestion as to] us to the course he should pursue, he . the wake of the usual laggsrds snd,
school it was ‘““"""”} “h,'“f added \-,‘.i”u..'- <elf vommand por self coun- | that wealthy young wmau's eligibility. | lvoked up presently to see Mlss Erroll "" surrendering hat and coat in the cloak-
“And then be went to hl!“ That-was ”._- wias |. kitg now in Selwyn; he "He's oue of the nleest men | know,” | descending the stalrs, fresh and sweet| o 1 g > room, plrked up the small, slim savel-
four more years, you see N ‘m'”_[\' was ton self absorbed to care | #be replied frankly, I her rndiant plumage. As she caught ope bearing his name.
“Did be row—your brother Gerald? whit she thought—whether she (hought | “Yes, but you don't kuow Boots Lan-| bis eye she waved u sllvery chlucbilla he card within dlsclosed the infor-
“No," she sald. She did not add that at all Aud® mto his consclousnoss, | 9108 pnf at him—a marching salute—and mation that he was to take o Mrs.
be bad broken tralulng. Toat was ber ‘llm:hl-lnul heavily under the rushing “The gentleman who was bucked | passed on, calllng back to him, "Don't Bomebody-or-other. He inade his way
own S07Tow, to be concealed even from reaction from shock, erowded the crude [ out of his fuotwear? 1Is he attrac-| furget Gerald!” through & great many people, found
@erald. "No; he Izm".lll;] "[-‘ul':‘:wmle‘ fact that Allge waus no longer an ap- | tver” No," he sald, "I won't forget Ger hi‘: hostess, hacked _un', alugd on one
times, He rides beautifully, Captain parition evoked in sleeplessness, 1o sup- | “Rather. Shrieks reut the alr when | ald” He stood a moment at the wio: leg for 8 moment like a reflective wa. ]
Belwyn, and he Is so clever when he ”‘[ hiooding 1o the solitude of crowded | Boots left Maulla.” daw watchling the brougham below, _ - terfowl, then found Mr. Sowebody-
CAres £5/ba—at the trADs, for examp'e- avenues and swarming streets; abe was “Fomiuine shrieks?” v bere Nion swalted Misa Erroll, Then \ or-other and was absently good to her
and—ol—anything l:lﬂ o i an actual presence again o his life “Exclusively The men were glad| socuptly he turned back into the room | «you were mighty nice o nie anyhow,” | '?"""“:h A great deal of noise and some
oh, dear. I forget. Was It five or If - enough. He has three months' leave | n il picked up the telephone recelver, he wdd [ Spanlsh wnusle, which seewed to squlrt
3 ! far? = | e .
teen or fifty miles? Is that tof). ar . this winter, so you'll see him soon.” puttering. "“This Is no time to minee| o fret time the boy realized what he through a thicket of palms and bespat-
Do people swim those dlslﬂllinf'!-!" wl | r‘-_"-i ) 5 Bhe thanked Wlm mockingly for the| rmatters for the sake of appearances.” | .« snving ond stopped aghast, scarlet | h‘: P.\I'.rrh”[l"" "
“Some of those dlstances, w['”"‘. ! { Cl.\ 4 promlise, watching him from amused | Anid he called up Gergld at the offlces| 0 1y Wonderfol  musie,' observed his
Selwyn, .\ a ter ] eyes.  After n mowment she said of Neergard & Co. Selwyn's fiuce had little color remain. . 3M0er partier with singular original.
A 3 y 0 of Selwyn ' fty: * 1k WV "
Well, then, Gerald swam sonme [ [l : e | “I ought to arise and go forth with “18 1t you, Gerald?" he asked pleas| ;. 10 Tt but be sald very kindly: “It's ¥; “so ke ‘Carmen.
6 rerybody  was ing . ; 3 “s TS
those dlstapnces, and everybod '\. [ FLWYN bad tvuly enough | thmbrels and with dances; but, do you| antly, “it's all vight about that mat-| . rlghit, Gerndd. Don't worry™ _ § It¥ ¢ replled apd took her
amazed 1 do wish you knew Lim expecied to encounter | kBow, 1 am uot luclined to revels?| ter  I've seut you a note by your mes: | wp 0 o Leust!” broke out the boy. *1 BWAY At & nod from his hostess, whose
well.” o " o6] Alixe agaln sowewhere, | There has Leen & lttle—just a very Ut-§ senger  But | want to talk to you| pes vaur pardon u thousand times.” daughter l"'.'lf'""“.\.’ leaned forward frow
"l wean to," be sald. *l must fook though what L bad | tle hit—toe much festivity o far, not| nbout another matter—something con-| “wiiunted, old chap  Hut, Geralg, DT parther's arm at the same mo-
Bim up at his rooms or h f'“l" e been preparing to see | that 1 don't adore dinners and gossip | cerning myseif 1 want to ask your} v [ suy one thing or piorhnps twor" went and “lmslfrﬂl: I.mu't 'Irmk b
hupu.u{ HegrRan &l” ; W &0 enr- beaven wlone kuew, but | and danees rot that [ do pot love to] adyice, 1n 4 woy  Can you be al the “Go ahead. Give It to we good and ::”;l'. !munmn o ca:ul put. Captain
“Will you do this®" she asked Ko ek 0 L0 the supple, laughing girl | pervide Lright and glittering places. | Lonoy Ly 17 You have su engagement slenty.” Selwyn there because”—
aestly that he glanced up surprised " a ' sl ¥ But her mother way deaf and sinil
"bt,_" F, . glance : oment. | bé bad koown, that smooth, slender, “l{ no; only—1"— it 87 Oh, that's all right. 1 won't “It*s only this: Couldp't you and 1 77 “7 OV o - )
Kew," lie 2810, 480 Rfter & M ' | dark eyed, daluty visitor who had| She looked shyly & mowent at Bel | kevp you. It's underwtood, then—the| soo one another a little oftener? Don't T

“I'll do It today, I think—thls aflter-

woon. Are you having & good time?"

—she simply cannot look as though she

played at marriage with bim through

wheezy saquenl, and ber vigld tail os

wyn. "l sometimes feel a curiuus de-

She turned angain to the doorway. A

Lenox at'@ @eadby!”

nervous cordinlity.

l'be afrald of me. I'm no wit blanket.

abd the chnnees were that be and Mes.

(Continued next week.)




