THE REPUBLICAN, CUSTER COUNTY, NEBRASKA.

OLe

Y

ounger

By ROBERT ©@. CHAMBERS,

Author of “The Fighting Chance." Ete.

———

Set

U”‘

A
& er COPYRIGHT, 1007, BY ROBERT W. CHAMBERS. J» ‘E;

1 8
= e M e o et e — T ———
'!'I”-T‘Ifl'll that Its a devliish |.:uil1 “'::U]']}”'Q" you §n|'1.]||] him,” he sug- roomis home!  PhL when nre yon l'\l‘ri
“T.?“l'l\;:;“ yon " 1 m":11\."{-|"1:1:‘-];1\!fr':'.! -:l;:‘: In Selwyn dreyly polng to get some pretty f;l:‘:ﬂ'nrviulul

T s EYRRERRES ¢ ; U, ke urt things?  Eilleen nud mnve been

“Lmphatieally. 've mastered the  and, turning to his litered desk, opet= oo 10 aver. and we've declded to

details, virtunlly all of "em. Mere's the

situatlon o o praln of wheat  ‘The
Slowitha elnh owns a thougand or so
neres of onk, serab, pire serual, sand
nnd woenmls ol controls 000 o -
that 18 to say, the elub puya 1he farn.
ers’ rents and fixes tholr fences and
awards them alld Jobs and prizes ros
tive farmu sustaining the biggest unme

Ler of bevies: also the club pavs them
to malataln millet amd  Luckwhent
patehes and to net o8 wardens In pe
tarn the fargers post thele 4000 aeres
for the exclusive Lenetit of the ciuh
Is that plalne |
“Perfectly.” |
“Kery well, then, Now, thoe Slowithn
{5 largely comnosed of very rleh men,
among them Freadley Hora Jaek

Ruthvan, George b ate, Sanson Orehll, |
the Hon DelmonrCaries - that erowd
=tleh and elingy That's why they |
are contened with o gonrly nureement
with the farmers nstend of bnyicg the
4000 deres, Why put o ol goid
money out of cosimission when they
ean draw Interest on it ard tosgs nan ih
signiticant fmetion of that fnterest og
4 sop to the rarmers? Do you see?
That's sour millionnire methiod. pod
ft's what makes ‘em in the first place"

e drew n large, faney hatdkercliof |
from hls pistol pocket and wiped le
beads Troc the bridee of his lHwmber
pose  But they reappearod ngain

“Now.” he sald, ©F am sutiztied that,
working very carefuily, we cun secure
options on every acre of the four thou
gand  Theve Is money In It elther
waoy nod any way we work it We
gat it comibng and golng  Flvst of all
if the Slowitha people Hnd that they
reatly cannot get on wittont controlling
these peres, whv'—amd be snlokered
g0 that his poese curved into n Ihtn.I
rddy Leak =*why, cuptain, | suppose
we conlid let them have the nud  Ebh?
Oh, yes, I they wost bave it j

Selwyn frownad slightty

“But the polut 15" editinned Neer
gard, “that It borders (e padlroad en
the nortn and where the bl 18 pot
wavy Its fat s o opaneake, nod" - he
gonk bLis husky volee-“its flrly rkd-
died with wiater | pald o thonsand
dollurs fur sta tests.™

“Water!™ repeated Selwyn wonder-
fugly. “Why, it's dry as o desert!”

“Undergronnd water-only about for.
ty feet on the avernge, Whyo man, |

0l

ean bit o well towing 3000 gnllpns
almost nnywhere  IUs n goll miue
I don’t care what you do with 1l
acreage-split foup Into fets and ol

vertise or cluh the Siowitha people anto
gubmission, s all the same: s a goli
mine, to be swiped and develaped
Now, there remain the thle searching
nnd the job of finnpeing L beeause
we'vte got to move cuutlously  and
kunack softly ot the doors of the money
vaults, or we'll be waking up some
Wall street relatlves or secret busi
nesy nssoclutes of the yellow erowd,
nnd If auybody bawls for heip we'il be
up in the aly next New Year's and
still hiking skyward.”

Ile stood up, ithiering fogethior (la
mall matter which his seeretpry il
already  opened  for  Lils  attention,
“There's plenty of time yet.  Chelr
leases were prenewed the frest of this
year, and they'll mn the year out,
But it's something to think abont
Will you talk to Gerald, or shall 177

“You," sall Sclwyn, “I'I think the

matter over amil give you my opinfon.

May 1 speak to my bLrotherdindaw
about 11"
Neergard turned in his tracks and

Jooked olmost ot Liu,

“Do you hiuk there's any clhiance of
his finaneing the thing?"

“I haven't the slightest Idea of what
he might do, espechnlly™—he hesitated—
(1] Son never havoe hmd auy  loans
Trom Lls people, | undersiand.”

“No aald Neergard, 1 baven't.”

S1's rathier ont of thele nsoal, |
Heve "

Ly

Bt Long I1sland nere-

Thal's

"Moo they say
neeiln't

heg favors posw

Bgge

lfJ:.."l_,'h.‘- e

Bl over, Capiain Selwyn  Fone, Hog
mon & Co know that Mr Govamld
Ought to know It 100"

:“.l']‘&"\ n looked troubled “Shall |1
consult Mr. Gerard®' be repeated, ™l
Should like to If yon Lave no objec
tion.”

Neergard's small, close set eyes were
Tocused on a spot just beyond
¥yn's left shoulder.

gl |

letter hiis hand enconnter-
ell. Now that hls hend wns turned,
Neergumd lonked full gt the baek of
his neck for a long minunte, then went
aut silently

" *

ol the flrst

- - . . .

That wnlght Selwyo stopped al his
gleter’s house beforg golog to hils own
rooms and, finding Austin alone in the
Hbrary, lokl the matter before hilm

exnctly ns Neergurd had pot [t |

“You see he added, “that I'm o
gort of nhout business mothods,
This furtive ponneing on a thing nnd
cluhulng other people’s money ont of

thew with It=this slxyly nequiring lnnd

=8

thit Is necessary fto an ansuspecting
neighbor and then holding bhlim up-—1

don’t ke  There's always something '
of this sort that prevents my cordial
cooperntion  with  Neergard-always
fomething 1o the schemes which hints
of—of saneezing- of something under-
ground |

“Like the water which he's golng to
squeecze out of the wells?"

Selwyn Jnnghed

“Ihil' sall nhis brother-in-daw, *If
you think nnybody ecan (o a profitable
business exerpt ot other people’s ex- |
pense you fnre an ass." |

“Am 1Y asked Selwyn, still laughing
fronkly ,

“Certalnly. The Innd 18 there plain '
enough for anylody to see. It's al- |
ways been there. It's lkely to remafin '
for n few cons, | ney

“Now, along comes Meynheer Jullus
Neergard, the only man who seems to |
have brnlps epongh (o see the present

valite of that parcel 1o the Siowithn
people, Everybody else had the same

chanee. Nohody excopt Neergord knew
encugh to take It Why shouldn't he '
profit by 1
“Yes, bt if he'd be satlsfled to cut
It up Into lots and do what Is falr'—
“Cut It vp Into nothing! Man allee,

do youw suppose that Slowithn peaple |
would let Lim? They've only o I"t-w|
thousand neres. They've got to eontrol
that Jand,  What good s thelr club |
without 1?7 Do sou hmagine they'd let !
notown grow up on threee sliles of
thelr precions game preserve? ,-\nt'l_l

beshles, 'l bet you thar Wnlf or their
s#trenms and Inkes take rise on other ';
people’s property=and  that Neergard |
knows it—the Duteh fox!" '

They disenssed Neergard's  schomoe |
for a lttle while longer.,  Aunstin, |
i Sy |
A, 2
= e |
“. I |
o N k]

25 |
f |
l

They discnased Necvgard's scheme

Lid

i s 1

shirewd and cantions, deelined any per-
ropal part In the Bnancing of the deal, |

although e addtted the probabiftity
uf Prospective s

fOnr Investments aud our loans are
of a different eharmeter,” he t-\}d::lnt‘.‘_l
“Lagt | linve no doubt thint Fape, Iar I
man & o=

“SWhy, beth FPaoe and Harmon are
wembors of the cluh,' langhed Sel
win “You don't expect Neergard to
go 1y them

A peculinr espresston flickersd 1o
Gerards Hoayy featnres  Perhaps be
thouzlst thnt Fane and Harmon  and
Jack lmhven were not abhove esplod-
Ine thelr own elab nder certnin eir

cumEtances; bnt, whatever his opin

fon, hie sakl nothing rther amd, sug

goesting that Selwyn remain to dine . 4
{Conl off tudivas exphuined to bl very corefully  that
A few miomenta Iater he returped | YOu aud 1 were dining togother in
erestfallen aml conoltiatary. siticipst privdcy.” o
“1 forgot Nlon amd 1oare dining at “Me begged so bard” sald Elleen
the Ovellls”  Come up r wmoment, She f\: '1“ ?“”:',.h""l-“ place an exirp pillow
AR or Driun’
WARIS 10 phcaktolyaik They seized the spme plllow fievcely,
S0 they took (he roxe tinfed rococo | COBfrontng eachi other; massacre ap
Glevinte t',‘ Anstin went uawny 1o (NE II{:"I_'“ d ““.r,"h”.“?.
own annrters, and Selwsn mgped at iwo ‘I'J”“ 5', sald Drina r-\\a-."fl‘\‘
Ninn's Holdods: | unlul extermsination was averted. “The
’ Sl that  you, PPHIR? Ope  mioute, child l"”;:!]“l Im,lli“]“' COLOTUIG: LN
Wittson. Is ‘I:Jl‘ hing wy bair, Come (o ||Il .l',n'_;f.'i %i.l.hil]h[_l\\'::h l"r”ilili |~‘Ii s :
- s 4 ; ‘WO you've le e serviee, My A
1"“1“ i:'“‘li;'l"\ll‘i“I’::‘_;J’I‘_'\“‘.b"l‘l\l'::llr':.,'III:T;‘_ alng?' began Elleen, Iylng back and
wmund 1o !.:.m“ \\I..ll brand of war I"t':;'h!‘: R'.”l:!“:_:t'\ .=El Ilm}{f ;
; I Had to, Miss Erroll,  Seven miillion
paiut | L . D oalres ran o my quarters and chased
Hhgs WAL e repeated. with & ot and down Brondway Into the
p.-.[-..I Lhinared shrig I's Hkely, tsn't officos of- the \Woslohester Alr I 'ne
L2 : - . ! compnny Then these seven  mercl
eCortainly 15 Nkely Vorsl HeVRT age niitlonaires In buckeam  bound
knoyy you were telling ler anyihiug, o0 preend me, stuffed my pockots
but she’sl estract Y, Y Cull of salney and foreed me to type-
every detall o P} wirlte o fearfol and seerot oath to serve
:; 2 . ;:I Inl!:;l1l‘ ah.i- i» s ._';' | them for five long, weary years That's
ndorves you, Phll ‘:_ o'z f sutple of bow the wealthy grind
Etlvan 15 furlon ,;;ﬁ"-\ i the poges of the poor, =o't i, Driopa
nr I lelt hert %,‘ _- 'i; ) Pl cblld stpped her band from s,
all 4 U . ;‘:“- - x ¢ gl g uneertaluly,
pie tonlly - well L2 L) You don’t wedn oll that, do yon*"
ol e s o it " l‘- ln Il_ I ll"_ _“‘.,.‘|.|._-”| L
with I¥tna In th “Arg you uot a soldier Heutewant
Litrnry Waou I': guy nore, then gl Ilii'|\||'rl."l, horrl-
you be goo biy digappolnted,
enough o dlue '..,,|_, a private o the workmpn's
| there with them? butiallon, Drina.
Elleen, poor . 1 don't eare,” retorted the child ob-
chilld, 18 heartlly sick of her lmprison. gtivatels, *'1 like you just as much.”
woeut. It would be a tie th “How tall you're growing, Drinal

“Why, yes, I'll do it, of course, only
I've some matters at bome’—
“Home! You call those
soky, |I:l;nuiﬂl|r'|l'.’, half

stuffy,
furnished

t
{

go (ere and see what you need and
then order it, whether yon Hke It or
not.™

“Thonks,” he sald, langhing, “Tt's
Just whnat I've trlal to avold  I've got
things where 1 want thept now, but |
knew It was too comfortable to last,!
Boots salit that some woman wonld he'
gire to he good to me with an nrt now- |
venn rocking chalr”

“A perfect snmple of wman's geatl:
tude,” sald Nion, exasperatsd, “for 1've
orderad  two  beantiful art nouvean’
rocking chalrz, one for you and one for
Mr. Lonslug, Now yot enn go and Im-l
millate peor MHttle Elleen, who took so
much pleasure In pinnning with me for
your comfort. A& for your friend
Bools, he's unepeaknble ~with my com.
pliments."

Selwyn stayed untll e made pence
with lils slster, then he mounted to the
nurzery to “lean over” the youngoer
chillidren and preside at pravers. This
helng necomplished, he descended to
the lHbrary, where Lileen Erroll In o
iliny, Inee clonded gown, full of tue- |
quolse fints. reclined with her arm
aronnd Drioa amld heaps of cushitons,
watching the waltress prepare a tnhlo
for two

ITe took the fresh, cool hnnd she ex-
tended and sat down on the edge of
Her eoneh

“All O, K. ngaln?' he loquired, re-
tninlng Elleen’s hand o his

"Thank you—qgulte. Are you renlly
golng to dine with us? Are you sure
vou want to? Oh, I know yon've gly-
en up some very gny dinner some
where' —

"l was golng to dioe
when Ninn rescued me,
thiuk I'Il telephone”—

“Telephione hlm to come here!" boeg-

with DBoots
Poor Boots! |

ged Drlnne “Would he come? O
ense—1'd love to have hlm”
Y1 wish yon would ask him” sald

Elleen; "It's been sc lopely and stuphd
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rectined

5
Ellcen iwith
Dirina
to He In bed with a red vosze and Oshy
eyves and palns In one's back wod Hinhs
Please do let us have a porty.”

Bo Selwyn went to the telephone
and presently  rveturned, saving thnt
Boots was overwlhelned nnd wonld bo
present at the festivitfes, and Drinn,
enrapturad, ordered flowers to be
bhrought from the dining room amd n
lnrge table set for four, with particn
lar pomp and elrenmstance

Mro Archibald Lansing arcvived very
prowptly, a short, stochy young man
af vlean and powerfal build, with dark
keen exyes always alert and hutmorous
lips ever on the eldge of laughter un
der hils dark mustache.

ITis manner with Drina was always
delightful, 0 misture of sell ropressed
idolatey and busily oaive belief In o
thorongh understanding between them

her arm  arownd

to esclude Selwyn from  thelr com
prny

“I'his Sclwyn fellow here!™ he ey
Chalied, "1 warned  him over  the

phivge we'sh not tolerate hiweg, Deloa, )

remarked Selwyn.
“Probably the early spring wenther,”
added Doots, “You're twelve, aren't

“1'Il do It wow," she sald="ax soom
| AS my new gowna are mmde—=IT you'll

tuke me to Maniln, WHE yon? 1 be-
Heve wy Aunt Allxe s there”

She conght Efleen's eye aml stopped
ghort, "1 Torgot,'" she murmured. *1
beg yvour pardon, Uacle PLtip ™

oots was talking vory fast and
laughing n great deal. Elleen’s pinto
cinfmed her undivided attention, Sels
wyn guletly finished his clnret. The

; downtown,"

| birlide

e = - — -

ou"

“Thirteen,” said Drlun gravely
“Almost {ime clope  with
nodded Hools,

me,"

child leoked at them all,
“Ry the way, snld Doota ahroptly,

Ywhat's the mntter with Gerald? Ile
eame In bhofore noon looklug  very
geedy'  Selwyn glanced up gquletly

“Wasn't o at the office?" usked El-
leen ansionsly

“YOh, yes" repli;d Selwyn
n tiitde under the wenther,
him home."

“1a It the grip?"

“Neano, | bhelleve not™

“Do vou tLhink he had better have a
doctor? Where s he?

“TTe wos here,” obgerved Drlnn com-
posedly, “and father was angry with
Wl

“Whnt "

“This

“IMe felt

so0 1 sent

exclalmed Biteen, "When?"
morning before father went

Both Selwyn and Lanslng ent 1o cools §
Iy, Qlsmissing the matter with o core
legs word orf two, nind ¢offed wna Servs
o, cambirle tea In Delna's ¢nse

“Come on =ald Boots, r'li]i||[li}: n
rise  into Dina's cuvls. “P'm
rendy For confilences.

“Confldences”™ Lindd become an estab:
Hshed enstom with Delaa awd Boots
1t meant Lhat every time (hey saw one
anather they were pledged to tell each
otlier everythitig that had oceurred in
thelr lives sinee their ast mecting

So Dilua, exeltedly requesting to be
excused, jumped up and, taking Lan
sing's hund In ez, led him o n sofa
fu o distant corner, where they Tmme-

dintely  installed themselves aml he
gan an earnest and  whidperad  ex

change of confidences, pnnetoated by
Hitle whirlwinds of Iaughter from the
chiflad

|$” chapter 8 ¢
i &5 i )

ILELEN settled decper

samong her plilows na
the thle was removed,
and Selwyn drew his

chnde forwnrd

“SWhat Is the
with Geraid¥!
e, “Conhld you el me?”

“Nothing serlons Is the
leen.™

“Is he not 111"

"Not very.”

Slie Jay still o moment; then, with
the slightest gesture, “Come here"

He seated himse!f nenr her She lald
her hand fenrlessly on his arm

“Tell me,” she demanded  And as
he remnined sileot, “Once,” she sald,
“I enme saddenly into (he  library
Ausgtin and Gerald were there  Au=tin
geemod o be very angry with my
brother. 1 heard hlm say something
that worried me, nud 1 slipped out hie-
fore they saw me,"

Selwyn remained silent.

“\Was thnt ¥

“l—=don't know what you heard.”

“Don't von understand me?”

“Not exactly.”

“Well, then=she  erlimsoned
Gernld m-misbehaved agalu?”

“What did vou heny Austin sny?
detnnded

o tier

she nylke

matter, ki

"

“has

' he

1 henrd=something about Qlsslpn-
tlou, e was very angry with Gernld
It 1s not the hest way, 1 think, to be-
cotne angry with elther of ug -elther
me or Gernld—beeause then we are
usnally Inelined to do It ngain, what-
ever it is"

They laoghed a Hitle, Iler fngers,
whileh hnd tightened on hig arm, re-
laxed, her band fell away, and she

stenlghitened ap. sitting Turk fashiion
and smoothed ber hnde, which contaet
with the pillows hiad disarennged so
that It threatensd Lo tnmbling
aver eyes nnd cheeks,

“Onh, Lair, hale” i rmared,
*vou're Nina's despale and iy endless
punlshiment. 1% twist amd pin yoo
tight i 1 dared SBome day 1 wiil too
What are yon lnoking at so curlously,

cotne

shp

Captain Belwyn—my mop?”

“It's about  the  most  sionaingly
Beautitol thing T ever saw,” he snld,
sUH enrions

It wns o new oole In thele eordlal
Inliney, this nageent Intrusion of the
persongl To her it merely meant hils
very chnrmine recogulition of hoer

turity =thnt she was fast becoming o
waotnnn ke
ut and remembered o an
and uo longer classed voguely
nmone hdeeds of e newly emergad
whose soft, upexpnnded personnlitles
ull rescmbiled one nnother

other womoen, to he looked
Iy idunl
s one

For gome time now she hnd cherish-
ed this tiny gradge In her heart—that
he hond never seemed to poilee any-
thing in partienlar about ber exeept
when he tricd to be agrecnbile ¢on-
perning some new gowie  he contrast
had beceome the shorper, too, vinee she
had swanbiened to the admbration of
other men And the nwnkenlne was
only half convineal happlnesa II.J:,I-i'
gled vwith sy surprise that the wise
woarlil shioutd really deem ber =o love '
Iy

A red beaded ghvl,' shie vall teas
fugly. ! thought you hud bettor tast
than-tha:

“"Thup to thiuk you a ravicge bean
tyt" |

PO chie sald, "vou Qon't thisk
that :

As B matter of fact Be hilinself bad
become aweare of It 5o suddenly thut
he had to time to thluk wvory wueh)
abount It It wus ratber strange, lu-l,:
thut he bad not always been aware

of it, or wag 1t parfly the mellow
Hght from the I toting her N
ghe glowed Jnd shimmered like o
young sorgercss, eliting so  stralght

there in her turquolse sk and misty
lee ¥ .

When Driua ind gone to beill Roots
l=o took his leave
froulslodg,
replacing the

toy, a enreworn  expression

careless puyety  whleh

hadd mnde him seem o young In Miss

Erroll's youthfnl evos, |
“Walt, Boots,” he =ald, “I'm

golng
And to Blleen, al-
“Good nlght. I'm ®mo
very glad yon pre well agnin”

GO nlght™ slie sald, looking up at
i, The ralptest sonse of daappaint-
ment came over her-at what shie a1
not Koow,  Waa It because 1t hls com-
pletely sltered fee she venlizged tho
stant and ensy dotaelimoent from hep- !
$0IF and what concerned her? Whas it
boeanse othor peopte, ke Mre Lansing
=ther Interos Ile wliieh so
platuly I his face betrayved his pProoes |
eppation<Tund so cnsily veplneel an !n-l
timacy which had seomod 1o grow nows
or  nind delighttal  wiih every
meeting 1

What was ft, then, thnt he found
mare teresting, more hnportant, than
their friendship, thelr compnulonship?
Was she pever (o grow old cnough or
wise enongh or experienced enough to
exiet — without expeting < lilg puru-*
monnt - conslderation  and  Interest?
Was there no common level of menta)
eipnality where they eonld meot—where
termoation of Tnterviews milght be mu-
il might be faler to hop?

Now he went away, utterly detachoed
from lier and what coneerned her, o
Sk other tnterests of which she knew
nothiog: absorbed In them to her ut-|
ter exclusion, leaving her hiere with
the long evening bofore ler aml noth-
Ing 1o Jdo. Lecansge her eves were hot
vet strong enoneh to use tor reading.

Lansing was saylng, “Ull drive ns far
a8 the clol with you, and then y¥ou ean
drop me nnd come back lator"

“Right, wiy son. ' Gnlsh o letter |
and then come baeck."

“Can't yon wrelte It ot the elal ¥

UNot that letter, he replied In o low

home with vou
most nleecnitly:

Ik, 1 hoge

L]

more

volee and, ternfng to Eleen, smiled
lils abgent, Qothebed smile, offering his
i, !
But she Iny back, looking stealght up
at Lifm,
YAre yon golng ¥ l
“Yes, 1 have gevernl -

Sy with me” ghe sald Inoa low
volee

I'or o mowent the words meant noth-
Ing: then blonk surprise gilepesd Wim,
followed by curvlosity.

"I there somefhing you wished to
tell met" he nekod

“N-no,"

IIls perplexity amd surprise  grew.
“Walt n second, Boots,” he sald. And
Mr. Lansing, being a folely Intellligont
young man, went out and didwn the
stnirway.

UNow." he gald too kindly, too sooth-
Ingly, “what Is It, Bileen

“Nothing I thovght—but 1 don't
care. Mense go, Captain Selwyn.”

“No, 1 shall not untll you tell
what tropbles you,"

“1 ean't,”

“Try, Elleen.” |
“Why, It 12 nothing, traly it 1s noth-
Ing. Ouly 1 wag—It I3 80 enrly—ouly a
amirter past 8. . |
Ile stood there looking down at ler,

Blriving to understond

me

amd Belwyn rose, !

—_ -

’ And now, when you come, 1 shall von
ture (o bellove U 14 not wholly to deo
me n but-a  lttle—~to do

Ia that not the basls

kinduess
YOUursell mie 19
of Tl I

A G

LTomn

Iyl
L

nnd equality of loter.

witleh the the charity of
supeior experience uad the Instténtion

{ inle funl prececupation and the
Aol conee m to himornnee must

Il Fogrodundly, dienppear? Is
fhot ot ¥

Vatondshment apd clingrin ot Wis mis-
coneeption of hor gy e plaes 1o outs

iwat Innughier ot Lils own exponse.

Where on earth JdlY you=1 mean
that 1 am quite averwhoelmed undee
Sone entting Indlotiment of me.  OId
il i of my A

on't gay that” ghe =a4ld “Thnt
In dondh v ot the ntietment
il rever to the old fenting. |
sl ot | i oo o bk

“1 don't woant to, Rlleen”

“I i wWonder who sald nirlly,
"abwout that "Elleen”  1'th not sure bhut
that envy and Muent *Elfeen’ s part of
the f‘. RInetit Wit o you call
Gilivilys Opeehidl, for exsmple®*

“What do | vare swhint 1 eall any.

hale %

retorted, Tivehibtie

Thele tight hearied Inughitor mingled
dedlghtfally - fresh, feee, uncontrolled,
peal after peal Yhe sut bodilled ap
1 i schoolgiel, lovely head thrown
bacly, her white hands elngplog het
boves; hiey Loth feet sgquarely on the
tonr, leaned forwnrd, his langhter

edhoing hoes

“What noneense!  What blessed nons
gence you nmd 1 arve talking!" she sald,
“hat e has sunde me qulte happy. Now
you may go to yonr clut

I don’t want to"
00, but yon o must"—she wns now
ilesing hiiv="becsusge, although 1
cent, T am o little tived,
il Nina's mald ls walting to tuck me
ill s

“Ho ovou senidl me nway ¥

il

N o e

“Sod  oyon™—=  Bhe  besitated,  de-
Hghtrally confused In the reversal of
rolps—nol quite convinesd of this new
poser which of ftself had seemed to
invest ber with authorlty over man,
Yea," she #ald, “1I must send yon
nway.  Aud her heart best n Ntde
thetor In her uncertninty ns to his

obedience, then leaped In telnmph ns

he rose wlth a reluetance perfeetly
visihile

Tomorrow," she sald, 1 am to drive
for the first thone. In the evenlng 1

muy e permitied to go to the Grays’
mld-Lent  danee, bhuat not to dnpcae
mueh. Will yom Lie there? Didn't they

“T'hnt is all,” she sald ﬂllf-hhl;.: 1 Plovying a siphon o a tall, thin glaga.
trifie. "1 ean't reg i N BOW,

; - t read, amd I can't sow, el yon? 1 ehall tell Saddy ray what
and there’s pnobody here. 1 don't mean . o )
to bother von' 5 I think of bim, 1T don't weare whether

: I's for ¢ NOunger et o ! (3 .

“CHNL" he exclaimed, *“do you want I £ th "'.”' FiSLE OF ROk o
wie to Blay = s e, nrent you ns young ns any-
\1 I~'.i|;‘ anid, Wil yon ¥ Ludy?  Well, then, o we wot't see
He walked swiftly 1..‘[In- lnnding SACHBOLNN l.“]””r"'.“ AUV Hhu. Gax
outside nnd lovked doy after Ahnt=oh, 1 wish 1 had «my en.

AL » towu. I pngemient Hst, Never mind: 1 will 1ele

“Boats he called in o low %oloe, : : .
“I'm opot golie home yet, Don't walt IR FOY; SUpnEhIR D05 QY tHiTESh
for we at the Lonos.” { wherevers1'm golng to be. Bat It
"AN pleht” "l'l'll'.l'.lu-nl M. Lansing wou't he auywhere Inopaytieniar bes

. 4 . o i . # ’ 4 a0 . .y ” o ' ="
cheerfully A moment later the front :‘.1:1 .‘,_ljll ﬁ\"' .-J\T,‘. of l\m:.-i. ‘i ”“.I Ili...:T:
door closid below, Then Selwyn came _‘]‘ T 8 i ! .”l s |
baek into the lhrary | Bwveet 1o mie, and I've enjoyed every

. & { | L] 4 . i

For an houre he sat there tellinge her
the goyest storles and tdking the most

delizhitlfal pousen=e, alternating  with
Interesting inelslons Into sevlous sl |
feets whileh it enchanted her to dls-

sect under his confident goldanee,

Alert, Intelligent, all aguiver between
lnughter il absorption Listd snt
U aonge e resting
her welshit on neiy,  het
aplenmdid young him to
detect and follow migd Interpret every
changs in his expression personal to |
the subject and to her shaove fn It

gy
silken |Ii:!l|\\';
rovided

(Y|

one

oyVes wll

Ilis ol self agalu!  What could be
more wleome? Not one shadow in I|I_~%:
plensnnt exey, not o tpace of pallor, of
vare, of thut gray alootfness, How jnl

ly, hlow young, wits nfier
Tlhiey digeussed or laughed nt or wen-
roned nnd <l

milsged with o gestore A

thousntd matters of common nterest
in thiot swift hour—ineredibly wift
unless thit Lintl clock's deasdened
thimes were wocking time Hgelf with

migehivvous effrontery

She benrd themy, the enchantment
still in her eyes. Tle nodded, listenlog,
meoting her gouze with Lig smlle iy
turbed When the lanst ehime bad
gonnded uth y bunek among her ensh
| GITE I

“Ihianl sou for staviogeg" she sald
Uit happi vy von Lhink me n-
terosting to real men, ke you and
Poot<T" slie nslied

“Yee" be snld delberately, 1 do. A
dot't know bos luterasting, becnuse |
never quite redllzed how=bhow  you

| bod  matuved Thut was wy stuplld
1y

Captaly Solwyn,” o confused trl
uty, b, Yyou pever gave e o chinno
1 inean, you alwaya were unlee lu=in
this e v oYou are (o Dring |
Nied 1t-=don’t, plense, wisunderstand-
obly T Loew there was something clise
to we—sometlilug wore nearly your
own age. It was Jolly to Lkuow you

. > I
were really fowd of me, but youthful |

slsters grow flaster than you lmaglne.

slinzie Instanp*
When Le Lad gone she pose,” o trifle
excited In the glow of abetract happl.

ness, and  walkeld erratlently  nhont,
minlling to hersoll, touehing nnd renrs
ranging obdects that caught her atten-
tiy,  Then an Innoeent instinet led
hior to the mibreor, whore sho stood a
Fmenent Inobing hack ato the lavelsy
reflocted Toee with s digordered e
“After nll? ghe sald. ' pet ns
feed a= Fopretended, 1owander IF he 19
P hibing ot moe now. Dot he was viry,
very nlee 1o me”
L ] L L J - L ] L] ..
Selwyn was pliying the fzzing econ-
tents ol o thon upon the e Ineree.
dlients of o tall, thin gla=s which stoond
on o tabde In the Taonox elnh
I'he governor's poom belng deseeted
AR \ fnsislr undd Mre Lunsing
e et el The pobmated] explanation
of hils delay in arviving
BT | Vet e sl to Boots, with
an vnthosine gquite boyish, “and |
haid ot {i |'-|i|_\ e, She's Jjust
1% clever ns she enp be, startling ot
maents |l er Lall approeclated her
Bl fur i\ (e Hed to e oo Qi
fere:l iovonoe gl Lnocking at
(! Joor of the waorld apd uo mother
ar Tither (o apen for ber aud show
Lier 1 lis and the frenks and
tli ! ) TR W, Donts,
t! av 1l irt 15 golng to
o Yimld 1 it worrles ms,
: 2 men o3 ¥ odo, wnleas you
think or'
L A ' faliered Mr. Lanpe
[ e tareing Into o sehnt.
Bl Al w plannioge to « o
L 1 Lhe *Il mnhidng miitehes for
your f It you are I'm quittleg
yuu lghe |l a
“1t's ounl | e von are the dos
centest 1 I hoappen 1o Enow." gald
S Frnils Probably she'd

turn you down anyway, But"—uaml he

(Continued next week, )
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