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; HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS
| OF DIVORCES IN THE

WHY?

STATES

»

L N
ITHIN tha last £0 years |lhe place assigned to you by nature,
there have been 1,300,000 [ be man’s helpmeet and all will be
divorces tn the United | Well.

' States. Thai\ flzures are
supplied by the censua bu:
[ reau at Washington, which
{8 still at work prepacing the complete
and official report.

This {s an increass of 1,000,000 in
Hhe last 20 vears over the 20 preced-
dng years. and the appalling part of
At I8 that two-thirds, opuearly 100,000,
of these divorces have bheen granted,
8ays the New York Sunday Herald.

l Hasty Marriades

D DR A KAl
AM a minister of the
lieve in the Bible. It
that there are so muany
laws governing divorce,

gogpel, I be
ia ragretiable
diifarent state

and I feel
of ‘all thesa di-

gorry for the children

vorced people, says Roev., Phoebe A
Hanaford.

No, it is not the fault of the “new
woman.” Thera 18 no "new woman.”
A woman is a woman. Thare are good
women and bad women, bat no “new
women,”

There are too many hasty mar:
ringes., This should bo lookaed after

When the census burcau bagan its
investigation it had to leave outl near
ly 000,000 cases which were pending,
and of the 2,900 investigators, clerks,
otc., employed in the bdureau in the

preparation of this report
at work getting it in it
piete shape.

France has only 79 divorce courts,
Germany only 28, Engand ouly one,
and the United States has 2,921 courts
empowered to grant divorees, These
facits alone are sufficient to give the

LD are stil!
final and com-

thinker pause and ask “What is the
remedy 7"’
“New Woman" Blamed.

Writere who defend the conven-
tional and "domestic” type of woman
put all the blame on the "“new wom-

an.” They say she has left her legiti-
E'nate sphere—the home—that she no
onger loves or Inspires love, and that,
in defiance of all history and her own
apparent destiny, refuses (o consider
marriage and motherhood the object
of her existence.

They urge she has
hearthstone to become

abandoned the

4 writer, an
artist, a playwright, an actress, a
teacher, or whatnot, and during the

period in which she has gained her
“rights” (the last 20 yo the mar-
riage institution has heen a2gsailed on

ars)

all sides.

Ia it the “new woman's" fault?

The "new woman' (ifer2 from he:
glater in this respe it leaast—she
has no flattery for “'the tirant man.'
i8he turns right around an<d places all
the hlame for the murital dprest on
his shoulders.

“Man does not understand our coms
plex nature,” she says, “and while he

considers marriage as only one stage
of his own mental and apiritual devel
opment, he insists that shall con
slder 1t the only excuss ex-
dstence,

W

lor our

Calls Contentions Unfair.
“This is unfalr”
"We are not to be clasz2d
‘domestic’ sisters. Wo pity them bul
we Aare not of them We have alms,
aspirations and ambitions the same as
men, and to attempt o force us
domesticity Is to suffocate us
objcet to belng called undutiful
meete because we ares not
to our husbands’
misunderstanding
*Hut,"

continues,
with onv

CHER

into
We
help
Bubmissive’
misconception
of us”

a fonlap
the Iltf!.ll' r4

and

M the convoen-

tional type of woman reply, “vou can
not accomplish anything greatr in lit
arature, sclence or raligion, and von |
never have produced works of great |
and universal genlus 'he most vou
can do Is to make vour own bread and
butter, Your trivial creations lu art
and lrerature can be apared, and it is
your intellectual discontent and un
regt that 1s spreading the divoree
germ, which threatens soon to (e
velop ioto a divorce epldentic Fake |

Has higher education made woman
dissatisfied with the domestic sphere?

Or is it that the
modern everyday business Ilfe has
prevented the husband from giving
his wife the romantic attentions and
caresses demanded by her nature?

Modern Man Too Busy.

It Is not uncommon for the wives
of business men to spend summer in
Europe and winter in the south, and
many times they find in these places
|lh{' romantic companionship and at-
tention thelr own husbands bhad not
time to give them at home.

Like “birds in.a gllded cage' they
were treated, thelr husbands sending
them packages of lace and bundles of
gilks, and bringing them home hand-

nigh tension of

fuls of jewels, but if they ever sus
pected thelr wives' need of romance
and tenderness they were unable to

supply it, because of the demands on

thelr time by their many business in-
Lerogls,
Or is It that the modern Inventions

for pickling, prescrving, dyeing and
cleaning have left the twentieth cen-
tury woman with “vast leisure” on
her hands, and has her lack of domes-
tie oceupations and cares made her
dissatisfled and hypereritical of her
busy and worried huspand?

And does she brood over
ness” all day hecause in his haste to
Keep some business engagement he
hurrvies forth without the morning
kiss?

his "ecold-

Other Reasons Given.

Or is it that young couples look at
marviage oo childishly and do not see
the economie, sociological and political

sides of the family? Do they not
renlize its integral relation to the
state?

Do they consider it as a personal

thing, and does their dull sense of the
soclologieal aspect of marriage dull
them to the sociologieal aspeet of di-
voree?

Or are marviages too lghtly entered

Should Be Sacrament

Ales Lo rrdaErar Bloow Alrve

HE reason for
‘ that

s0 many divoreces is
women do not spend enough
studyving the charactoristics of
Intended hughands, according to
Mrs, Klizabeth Bacon Walling., It Is
not caused by the that modern
machinery and inventions huave taken
woman's domestic work frome her,
tlmus leaving her with lots of time on
her hands to flirt and get into mis-
chief. The athletic girl is all vight, |
have nothing aganinst her

A yvoung woman llving In Nine
taenth street marvied & man she had
only known three months., One day,
in looking from her front window, she
saw him sitting in a hack window of a
Twentfeth street apavtment, writing
letters and redading & newspaper com-
placentls

She asked

time
thelr

tact

him what he was doing

there, e replied he was vigiting his

| friend Johnson Subseguently It de

veloped that he had a wife and famlly |
l there. lsn't this appalling?

The young woman came fo me
Heartbroken. What conld I do? When | |
people understand that marvisge is a
sacrament as the church knows it 1o
e there will be [ewer divoroes antl
to a large axtent there will T no

| e ital unrest

intn? Rev, Dr. Houghton, pastor of
“The Little Church Aronnd the Cop-
ner,” now has the bhans called, which
means that three weeks' publie notice
| is given of all intended marriages In
the chureh
I hasbandg and wivesg ¢ f 1o
findd In murringe only o coutinuarion
af the tomiantie hliss of courtship
\nd when they find each duy the |
{edn ecstosy and more imperfections
dlgcovarable in euach other do they

rush Immediately and without second
thought to the divoree courts?

The reason. “1 just got tired of Al
fred,"” or "Margaret became such &
bores,” has been given by more than
one person who has applied for dl-
vorce, Looking In marriage for Indi-
vidual happiness only, how could they
remember thelr duty to the state?

Soclologists, writers, doctors and
legalists on all hunds are asking,
“What Is to be done? Bhould there

be o uniform divoree law that all the
different states will ratify?  Should
the magistrate, the priest and the

For Separation

LPER

D8, FZZLE .

HAT we need I8 a doctvine of

marriage There is no clens

cut doetrine of marriage. The charch

is tied up to the ethics of 2,000 years
ago, the oriental fantasies of Panl.

“The old idea of marriage was in-
auleated and secured  throuzgh two
fundamental principlegs—reverence 1o
parents and the understanding that
marringe was to be permanent, These
prineiples are both jmperiled,” is the
idea of Dr. Felix Adler.

“Under present conditions they aye
no longer tenable, for the first was
founded on the idea that the child had
no rights except through its parents.
Its position was one of the sub-
servience, of unquestioned obedience
to the parents, and as regards the per-
manence of the marriage tle, it was
chiefly a bond that tied the woman to
the man. Her position was one of
subordination.

“To-day we admit that the child has
rights which we are bound to respect
and that the woman 18 the equal of
the man.

“One trouble with modern marriage
is that the masculine element pre-
dominates in  the ceremonial., ‘This
should not be so. The great trouble
is that people who marry nowadays
look in marriage only for happiness.
Happiness {8 not the end of marriage,
as most people think, but only an In
cident of married life, They are
bound te find many teialg, They shonld
respect the etehical ideals; their great
responsibility is to future generntions,
the goud of the race!

“Under the multiplication of di
vorces in this country the issue is
whether the senstuous nature of the
marrviage contract is to prevail or
whether the spirltual is to predom-
inate, I believe in separation, but

never in divoree.”

e ey = i e e

preacher, when marrying conples, im-

press upon them the sociological as
pect of thelr union, as well as the
spiritual and romantic?
From Various Views.

The different churches have dif-
ferent beliefs concerning marriage,
the different states have different

laws governing it, and they are both
content fo rest their case there!

Thus the greatest soclological prob.
lem in the United Btates to-day is be-
ing tossed back and forth as if it
were sgome rubber ball, and yet
1,200,000 divorees in 20 years are sure
to leave their influence on many lives
and many families,

Back in 1748 Mme. de Chateauroux
sald: "I sce plainly that thers will be
a general overthrow {f no remedy is
nsad."

\What ghe sgald

about the political

Marital Unrest

O Croeer (L490F OGN
M \Itl' ALy nnrest I nelther an off
npe of the new woman nor the
evil onigrowth of freer and juster dl-
Ve Inwe declares 1)t Clarke
Houehtor It 18 r3 old as the world
I'o charge It up the consolones ol
T Jh Ve I neither falr mind
| noy \ nitl I'he Old Teztament
8\ | ind the Mograph of
' 1'¢ W riora, ates ALEE]
and prophet Il the way dows the

ant day back to Potlphar's wife and
Davld of old show it to have boeen the
game yesterday, to-day and forever!

David'a own wives are described
as women of comely countenance and
of good understanding, and there I8
no record where elther Abigall or
Ahinoam closed their ecook hooks to
study law or utlered n single idea not
the echo of thele joint husband, 1f
they had, who kpnows? They ight
have saved him from the gin of send
ing the poor Hittite to the aforefront
«f the hottest batile that he might
tnke his beaniful  wife Bathsheba,
Who knows, had they seasoned the
shmenecss of the marvted way with
an occasionn! dash of orviginul thought?

The sacred Milton, the divine Shel-
ley, Cicero, Dante and the immortal
Shakespeare ave all melancholy ex.
amples of marital unrest, though
none of them was divoreed.

If divorce 1s growing greater it s
not because mariial unrest s grow-
Ing worse, but because offensesn in
marriage and hypoerisy are growing
less,

To make the happiness of the indl-
vidualg only an fncldent In marriage
is only to defend Dy, Adlev's droam
of & higher and finer race.  Insure the
Rappiness of hoasband and wife and it
will follow as the day the night that
we will have a finer generation of off-
spring and a purer soclety of men and
WOonen,

then
sltnntion

condition of France
ahont the divorce
I'nited States todday,

The divoree congress two years ago
accomplished practically nothing, well
intentioned as it was, 1If federal legis-
lution is urged in the spring on the
strongth of the detailed veport of the
consus burean 1t will be ehallenged on
the ground of its helng unconstitu-
Lional,

we MmMAY say
in the

Divorce a Reproach
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ReARREET ST AUCAoTe
HE

prevalence of divorees in  the
United States is a reproach allke
to the country and to the church, Is
the deeclaration of Dp, Robert Stuart
MacArthur.  The American republic
has a most unenviable prominence In
this regard. The detailed accounts of
sults for divoree, as these suits arve
pressed In the various courts, are dis-
gusting in the extreme. They bring
raproach allke upon American men
and women in all parts of our country,
These facts are admitted and at the
same time are sadly regrettad by our
best clitizens and our most devoted
churchmen and churchwomen,

The causes for divorce are numer:
ons. They are not limited in vre.
gponglbillty, either te men or to
women. It is not a sufficient state-
ment fo say that the broader educa¢
fion of women and their emancipa-
tion from the greater subjection of
former vears is the chlel cause, as
Mrs. Anna Rogers says. The men
and women who rush into the divorce
courts elleit our contempt for thelr
vilgarity and coarseness, not to use
even stronger terms, 1t Is difficult so
to contral one's moral indignation be.
caunse of the wvulgarity of these di-
| voree cases as to speak of them with
e raint becoming a newspaper
artiele How men and women can
gtoap to charge abominable erimes
againgt ench other in order to seoure
divorces makes one ashamed of his
vace, Jdlenees, lack of spiritual ocen-
pation and suggestlon, and valgar con-
formity low ideals in life—these
are causes largelv responsible for the
prevalence of  divoree, Hasty mar-
rlage Is somewhat responsible,
Many men and women rush into mar-
riage with gorions thoughfulness
than they wonld show regarding any
ordinary business transaction. The
clergy also are somewhat responsible
by the haste with which they of-
fleiate at marriages without knowing
the facts in the case of those who de-
sire to enter into this relationship.

Marringe

regl

10

also

logs

mugt be made more hon-
orable, it obHeations must be lifted
to a higher level, In a single word,
the correction of the evils of divores,
| as in the of all other evils, must,
| in its finallity, depend upon higher
spiritual idenls, nobler characters and
more religlous conceptions of all the
duties and oblgations of life in its
manifold relations. Uniform divorce

case

laws in the states would partially re-
move the evils of divores, Thers is
no one specific cause—there s no one
'.;pmw.'.r- cure. When men and women
realize their dignity and glory as the
children of God and heirs of eternlty,
they will &0 order their lives that 1ll-
ddviged murringg will be rare, and
they will then g0 conduct themselvesy
in thelr married relations that di-
vorees will be practically unknown,

el

A YOUTH OF
PROMISE

One of the Twelve Stories of Solomon.
—— —
BY THE "HIGHWAY AND BYWAY"
PREACHER

(Copyrignt, 195, by the Autlior, W.m Edson. )

Serlpture Authovity “And he called
his name Solomon: and the Lord
loved him. And he seat by the hand
of Nathan the prophet; and he oalled
bis nnme Jedidiah, hm'unuu of tha
Lord."~—2 Samnel 12:24, 2

COCOTOOTOOOOOOOT
SERMONETTE.

“And the Lord loved him.'—
In a sense God loves everybody
Scripture saith: “God is love!
Every relation of God to the
children of this world Is an ex-
pression of love. The condi-
tlon of the heart and life of
each Individual may call forth
differant methods of dealing,
but however God touches th=
life, whether In judgment or
mercy, In discipline or blessing,
it is all done in love. God lovss
too faithfully, too deeply, too
truly to do aught in his dealings
with man but that which is ac-
cording to the Divine righteous.
ness and justice.

But God loves in a special
genge, as there is some special
attribute in the life and charac.
ter to call forth that love. Just
as a parent loves with a fuller,
deeper, truer love the child who
lives in cloger sympathy and
fellowship with himself than
that other child who is wayward
and disohedient, so God, our
Heavenly Father, In his infinite
love rejoices in and fellowships
with the human heart that seeks
to know and do his will. Love
towards God calls out fuller,
freer expression of love from
God.

God loves us when we are
bad, because he longs to help
us,

God loves us when we are
good, because he rejoices in
goodness, and longs to see us
grow into his likeness,

God loves us in a special way,
because his Infinite wisdom sees
within us the future possibili.
ties of goodness and greatness,
and knows that in us is to be
found an opportunity of ex.
pressing the attributes of the
Divine nature and executing the
Divine will.

What father Is there who
does not rejoice with a peculiar
joy as he notes the first indica-
tion of budding genius in the
boy? He is ambitious for that
boy and he is anxious to see
the best in the boy brought out.
And as his every effort meets
with glad response from the boy
how glad and proud the father
is, So is It with God, only infl.
nitely more so.

The splendid development of
Solomon's early life was dus no
doubt largely to the influences
which Nathan the prophet threw
around the young lad, and em-
phasizes the importance of this
period in determining the des.
tiny of a life. The testimony
of Scripture that “The Lord
loved Solomeon,' tells us enough
to make it certain that In his
young heart there stirred a
glowing love for God and the
desire to do his will.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
THE STORY.

FAMILIAR &knock sounded
the door, and an Instant
without walting for the cheery
tation from within, the young
came bounding In, the
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upon
later,
invi-
lad
flushed face

indleating eclearly that he had some
matter of tremendous interest and ini-
portance, at least to himself, to com-
municate,  In fact so Impatient was
he to unburden his mind that he
searcaly responded  to  the  hearty
words of weleome wlileh were spoken
by the elderly man who was seated by
a table near a small, low window
“You will ask father for me, waon't
vou? you good, dear friend, Nathan™
burst out the lad as he threw himsell
at the feet of the elderly man and
lcoked engerly up into his face,
“Ask him if thou canst come
sea  me  oftener,”  regponded
prophet, hali playfully,

and
the
hall sarlously.

forgotten me,"”
affectionately
the vouth
glad look
tenance;
“Don’t me!" pleadad the boy.
"I couldn’t come vesterday to see you,
for the Egyptian scholar, the guest of
my father, was going that day, and |
could not bear to miss one word of
the wonderful things he telling
me."”
“Ah,

And he put his
about the
and glanced
into his

arm
shoulder
with
animated

proud,
coun-

Lteaca

wads

have [ lost
nsked the prophet, the
palned look upon his
the forced playfulness
ed in the volce

“No, no!'

my boy to him?"
shadow of a
face betraving

which sound-

wis the gulck reply, “But,
oh, it means 50 much to me, I do
want to go.”
Want to
asked Nathan,
his voloe
O, the Egyptian told
schiolars ur‘ iII-i country, of
rulng, and 1
41,1] study,
but

go  where
asoft I\_

Jedidian®"
with & tremor in

me of
thelr wis-
would lke
He sald that
the beglontoyg

the

dom’ and
19 BO Lhere
1 could fiud

|

1,

|

| cary over

| He 1t

and sparkling eye and eager manner | with tender, earnest gaze, he
: 3 ' , he

"Yea, { had thought thon hadst quite |

—

of |

| the new Baptist university,

ot |

1
§
%
1
:
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' Would

uwledes In iy Tand™ And after o
pause he  added: 1 would rathes
atudy books than learn & trade

Nuthan the prophet Jooked earneats
Iy loto the thoughtful eyes of the boy
before him.  HMe was almost 12, the
age at which avery lebrew boy was
tanght a (rade, and even now the
prophet was planning the future of
the young man before him.  Not all
the king's sons had learned trades,
but Nathan felt that even though he
wir & king's son. It wonld bs better
for Solomon thot he be given the
teaining common to Hebrew lads. The
and diseipline of the young
had fallen Into Nathan's handa
was who had been first to
speak over the itle life the benedic:
tlon and blesaing of the Lord, and
when he had ziven him the name of
Jedidiah he rveallzed betier than any
one elge that he was Indeed the "bo-
loved aof the Lord” and that the Lord
| had destined him as the future King
of Israel F'or this reason conatsr-
nation Niled his heart as he heard the
words of the voung Iad. He had
wanted to hold him under Jewish In-
fluences and training, and here he
wis with longlng eyes looking toward
Kgypt as the goal of his ambitions
For some few minutes the prophet did
not answer, the meantime keeping his
oyves upon the boy's face as though he
wonld look to the sonl within  and
read ita every secret,

The open, frank, clear eye did not

hoy

flinch before the searching gaze, but’

inatead the boy stood quletly and
defarentially walting for Nathan to
speak, He had learned to love this
man of God as a father, and in many
respects there were closer bonds of
union bhetween them than existed be-
tweon him and his own father, King
David i

“Jedididh," at Jast softly spoke tha
prophef, “knowest thou the thing that
thon askost?"

“Yea, that 1 may possess the learn-
ing of Egypt."

“Nay, rather ghon art asking for the
right to forget thy God and thy peos
ple

The face of the boy flushed crim-
son, but his eyes did not falter as they
looked into the older man's face and
he sald:

“Bul is it disloyal to God or to my

nation to desire knowledge?"

“Nay, but eannot thy heart content
itself with what thy nation can givae
thea?"

“And have I not beon content, but
should it remain content when there
is more heyond?"

The prophet did not make reply and
the boy went on after a moment's
pause:

“The Egyptian sald that as son of
a king 1 would have specinl advan-
tages and privileges. You'll ask fa-
ther, won't you? And I want you to
go with me; 1 wouldn't want to he
separated from you,'” and the boy put
hand affectionately upon the
other's arm,

The hearvt of
tanched, and a
oye as he sald:

“Leave me now, Jedidiah,
give thee answer later”

“What would be the result”
he asked himself, as he sat alone,
the boy should go into
the bhoy come back
Iaraelite and a follower of
God?  Would God be pleased at his
going?"" Such were the flood of
questions which surged through thae
heart of Nathan, “Had not the lad

the
tear

prophet  was
glistened in his

1 will

he
“t
Egypt?
legs an
the true

| spoken truly when he had sald that it

wns not disloyalty to God to de.
sire knowledge?' He would speak to
David, he finally resolved. King

David should declide.

“You dldn’t tell me when to come
back,” apologetically spoke Solomon
as he entered the room of the prophet
that evening, “so 1 came back to-
night.”

“Thon art determined to go?"

“Not determined,” replied Solomon
respectfully, “for I will ablde by thy
decision, and that of my father, the
king. But I do want to go."

The prophet placed both his hands
upon the shoulders of the young lad
and looking him squarely In the eye
sald,
slowly, as though he would measure
ench word and note its effect:

“And thou shalt.”

The Look of a Child,

remember that the greatest
have ever learned in my life.”
the bystander, “was pointed ont
by my little danghter, 1 had
been a drinking man; but some-
times after the theater, T am ashamed
to confess, 1 chame home many a
night slightly the worse for wear and
liguor, The habit grew on me, in spite
of tearful entreaties from my wife, J
took a bottle of whisky home one af.
ternoon, After dinner 1 made for the
bottle, which 1 had left in my study,
poured out a glass and ralsed it te
my lps, when | eaught a reflection in
the polished woodwork of the wall, ]
turned quickly, and there was my it
tle daughter standing In the doorwas
looking at me. 1 conld never describe
the expressglon on  her face, If ons
might say it of a child, it was a com
mingling of reproach, plty and dis
guet. Probably she had overhear(
conversations between her mother

2 |
son |

les.

said

me

and myself; perhaps the mother had
instilled that feeling; perhaps it was
instinet. I have mnot taken anothes

drink from that day to this"

Baptist College for Oklahoma.
The DBaptist state commisglon hai
chosen Lawton, Oka., as the site for
the city ol
fering to furnish 40 acres of land and
$75.000 In cash

Big Advancement in Porto Rico,

The Porto Rican year book for 190
contalns a story of the marvelous ad
vancement of Methodism in that s
land,




