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SCRIPTURES READ

IN EVERY TONGUE

TRANSLATIONS OF HOLY WRIT

No Labor or Peril Too Great for Those Engaged
in Sowing the Bible.

From China to Peru an Army of Trained Explorers Are
Needed to Reach the Readers of the Nations--Many a
Romance Might Be Written on the Work of Circulating
the World’s ‘‘Best Seller,"’

HEN all is sald it is the
Bible that is the world's
“best  selling  book”—and
that by a tremendous mar-
gin. It takes a tremen-
dously sunccessful novel to
gell 40,000 or 50,000 copies

in a year, whereas this record
is easily beaten by the Bible in
a single day the world over! Last

year 16,000,000 copies, translated in-
to a vast babel of nearly 500 tongues,
were scattered broadeast over the
earth.

The American and ritish Dible so-
cieties led the way with nearly 9,000,
000 between them, It Is hard to realize
the magnitude of vast a work,

John Willlams wag 20 long years
among the savages of Tahiti in the Pa-
¢ifiec before he could produce even the
New Testament in the islanders’ own
tongue. And old Bishop Schereschew-
gky spent one-third of his long life do-
Ing the Bible into the “Easy Wen-i"
a dialect of Chinese, that opened up
Christinn truths to 70,000,000 of the
Celestial people,

Then there was the romance of Hi-
ram Bingham. This man went out to
the Gilbert group in mid-Pacifie, and
cast himself among South Sea canni-
bals as a Bible translator, with no
written language at all, and no one to
teach him. Day by day, this ploneer
gathered words of common usage from
the natives' lips and spent years com-
paring and verifying his written notes.
Translating for Cannibals.

At last he was able to put the Lord's
Prayer and a simple Psalm into the
Gilbert tongue, Later on came the Gos-
pels, and so on. Dut the first edition
of such a Bible is necessarily full of
errors. More than $15,000 was recoent-
ly spent in correcting the Lifu Dible
for the Loyalty islandsg, and it was
found necessary to make the enor-
mous number of 52810 corrections.

But, after all, perhaps the most stir-
ring tales of all are those recording
the adventures of the vast army of
pioneers that distribute the Bibles aft-
er they are translated and shipped to
the local depots, in all the continents
of the world. Bible cargoes go erash-
ing on elephants through the jungles
of Africa and Siam; or on queer little
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ture ranging from lightning to tem-
pestuous seas, The American Bible
society alone employs four or five han-
dred white men in savage or remote
lands, literally. from China to Peru.
These in turn employ great numbers
of native colporteurs who travel in-
land upon waterways, over mountains,
and through forests, with their packs
on thelr backs or with strange cara-
vans of laden men or beasts.

Brave All Dangers.

The experiences of the Revs. Dear
and Turner In the Phillppines would
alone fill a volume of varied adven-
tnre. Night and day on one tour thoy
traveled through almost impassable
swiamps in clumsy ox carts, and bare-
ly escaped drowning more than once
while descending swift rapids on a
rudely built raft.

In South Ameriea, from the Equator
to Cape Horn, the Bible carriers are
on the march, and the political revo-
lutions, wars, storms, poisonous rep-
tiles, and a thousand other obstacles
only inerease their enthusiasm. The
Blible Is carried into the camel-hair
tents of the wandering Bedouin Araba
of Syria, and if these men are not able
to tead classlecal Arabie then they
have Bibles in their own dialect for
which they pay—coined money being
unknown to them—in butter, cggs,
milk, horns, and brass ornaments.

Steamship and train are but the
flrst step in transportation. Then
come little salling vesgsels among the
coral islands of the Pacific; canopes
and houseboats for Indo-China and the
west coast of Afrlea; bullocks and ox
carts in South Aflrviea; dogs and
sledges with fur-clothed drivers above
the arctie cirele; patient asses; long-
necked supercilious camels; smartly
stepping llamas for rough mountain
pangses; pack horses, hard-headed ne-
gro porters, and a hundred other
methods of transport, according to the
region,

The work of a colportenr is one of
terrible risk to life and limb. His Bi-
ble-laden boat may be man-hauled
through the rapids and gorges of the
glant Yang-tse, only to come to grief

on the rocks; wherenpon he must un-
lond and ecamp upon the desolhte
bank, getting what shelter he may

WZTH AN INZLLLIGENT NATTVA!
llamas over the great passes of the
Andes between Bolivia and Peru: or

again on the heads of cannibal coulies
around the base of the Mountains of
the Moon, near the source of old Fath-
er Nile; on camel-back the
burning deserts of Nubla and Arabla
the Stony;: or in fMat-bottomed boats
towed by man-hauled bamboo cables,
through the st
Yang-tse.

ACrogs

nupendous goreges of the

The men who do this work are
tralned explorers who often tall by the
wav victlms to wild beast digeuse,
hostili R 1l the imee I na
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from a few tarpauling, untll help ay
rives from Ichang or some other con
siderable town

Robibery is Frequent.

In Asiatie Turkey the patient Bibl
man with his pazek on hig back 15 ofi
en attacked by Kurdish brlgand -
rabhed in overcrowded khan whir

he has yerhaps staved a nleht or two
delayved by the tervilile roads and brol
en bridges In 8lam and the Laos
slutes at this moment the Rev, Jdohr
Carrington Is travelineg on elephant
and throvgh devioo Waterway |

hoat, elrenlating the 2 riptures in

|

the
must have been awkward when one of

his Bibles, and holding weird auction
snles of his books under the tamarind
trees of Samoi island, 300 miles down
the
says o writer in the New York Times.

tures of William Laughton in his boat
on

it not for the skill of the native tracl-
ers and
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mote marketa: in “wats” or temples,
where thoe silver bells tinkle from nn)

kigh: In oplim deng and ganmbling
houges too, and remote  villages,
whose fnhablitonts lve In pllebuilt
houses, or In treed In case of attack
by hostile tribes, |

Turning for n moment to the far- |
stretehlng Phillppine group, we find

the Rev, Mr, Milloy almost hewing his |
wny through impassable [ru;'-rll!
growtl’s, haranguing amazed cvowds |
n Nuent Tagalog at flestas and cock
fights, and selling them the Scriptures
In thelr own tongue

In the interlor of Coba travels Senor
Torres, an old and teied Rible porter
adventures would fill another
bools, Onee, on coming back from Mo-
ron after having visited 68 towns, vil-
lages, and hamlets, Senor Torres' sail-
boat was capsized, and laghing him-
gelf 1o the mast for four days he and
hig little erew oscillated between life
und death, Another agent, reporting
from the interior of Bolivia, where
there are no roads at all and wheeled
conveyances are impossible;, carvied
his Bibles 1,000 miles on mulebuck,
while another covered 22,000 miles in
fourteon months, solling 8573 books
for

whose
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Paying for Blble in Eggs.

One of the most interesting work-
ers Is Mr, Archilbald Forder, who from
hig headguarters in Jerusalem, car-

| and

Lastly woe have advealursus P A,
Larson, a Bible subagent in the Mon:
golian deserts. He travols oastward by
camel earnvan from Kashgar, taking
with him all necessgary provisions, be-
sldes cooking utensils and barrels for
carrving water over the arld steppwes
Wolves Ate Packhorse.

On one ooeaslon a native assistant
of larson’s was #et upon by robbars,
who beat him and took away his horse
gaddle as well as his pack of
books. Larson bought another animal
In Urga for 28 tacle—about $19. “DBut
this one the wolves ate where he was
tethered ontside our eamelhalr tent.”

Here, then, 8 a world lnbor of pa-
tient scholarship; of herolsm far from
the lmellght; of business acumen and
organization, that may well awaken
the Interest of the most blase, And
vast sume are spent upon the work.
The last revision of the Malagasi Bi-
ble for the Madagascar natives cost
$15,000; and the Chinese Bible from
first to last has probably cost §260,000.
Taking the Britigh and Forelgn Bi-
ble soclety of London, with the Amer-
fean Bible soclety and similar bodles
throughout Europe, It Is safe (o say
that not lessg than $7,000,000 a vear I8
spent upon the work, and well over
$120,000,000 during the last eentury,

The parent society in London main-
taing nearly 1,500 representative lin-
pulsts, missionarlies and natlve assist-
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rles Bibles to the Arab tribes east of
the Jordan, and In the Arablan des.
ert. They pay for the book in eggs.
From Bangkok, In Siam, we hear from
the Rev, Joln Carrington, who works
whole of this remote empire. It

hitehed
Testaments In
Laos, suddenly bolted
boxes and beds along
track for half a mile.
Or, find Mr., Carrington
using for the binding of

his buffaloes,
tnining

10 a cart
Siamese
und
the

Cion-
and
gealtered
sWampy

dgain,
tiger

we
skins

wost coast of the Gulf of Siam, |

1 ean bLut briefly touch on the adven-

the Yangtse, which he rented for
430 tnels and then loaded up with Bi-
Mes, only to ran on some rocks and
become a total wreck, Indeed, were

towers” in handling the bam-
pumps it {8 possible that Mr.
Laughton would have lost his Dibles,
if not his life,

In many instances the book s
thought ta possess magieal attributes.
Among the Mbundu people, in Central
Afrlea, an old man bought a Bible and

gald: “Would 1t be safe for me to Keep
this book in the honse, or must 1 bulld
a place for it out-doors?"”

Nor o oare dark tragedies unknown
among the Dible ploneers. The Rev,
H. 1. Johnson once dropped down the
greal Yang-dse in a louseboat laden
with Testaments, He was accompanld
cd only by & trusted Chinese calpor- |
feur, For nineteen vears !l-llla:.h:! more

| was heard of either, Then *he tragie
story came to Heght. Johnson and his

man had landed at an inland town to

I tholr Bibkles. Bob the firge nieh |
a fire broke out and burned down
many houses with much logg of )ife. |
Next day native mischief-makers at-!
tributed the disngter to the evil in-|
fluence of the "Forelgn Devil!™ And
bhoefare the hite man and his assist
ant conld gat back to thelr honsebant
they were set upon by o mob and mus
dored with every cireumstance of ern
ot
Farn 1 i eria, wa find
an unobtrusive hero and bis wils |
Iy { O Wt with hall o ton of
I thires down the it Lena pi
: t vigh Was 1 ury |
i for n I aers had |
] i id tribg I waould
rom 11 ny. t a. n bitle
wWile ched, Ther i 18 |
L :!‘.- | 1 '.."\-' 1] 1 1) : |
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TOUNGLES IWERS TANEN TO

ants, organized into committees
waorld aver

the
Thelr work 18 supervised
and financad from headquarters,
where editorial subcommittees com-
posed of eminent philological expeorts
meet every month, In one vear such
a committee will have matters before
it in 200 different languages! In fact
the diversity of the waorld's speech (s
i staggering thing when one goes Into
it. Last year the Scriptures were sold
in 20 different tongues in the Austrian
Emplire, and 50 in Russia!

Our hundreds of thousands of poly-
glot immigrants are met on the very
threshold of the Land of Liberty and
a Bible is put into their hands in their
own tongne, whether it be Greek or
Magyar, Pollsh or Japanese, Gaelle or
Croat, Arvable or Chinese. There are
scores of languages into which the Bi-
ble has been done that yvon never
heard of. Aglde from the translations

sinto Cherokee and Choetaw, one runs

one's evo in bewllderment down the
Het, taking in such ditlects as Ruk
and Ponape, Dikele John, Samogit, Vis-
ayam, Llocang, Bicol, Pangasinan, Ta-
galog, Arrawack and Sheetswa!
Forced to Change Phrases.

In &4 great
Hterature

number of cases an en-
has to be formed and
d language reduced to writing beforo
anvthing can be done at all. And
there are difficulties which you or I
would never suspect. Thus when
transiating the New Testament into
Lakimo the phrase “"Lamb  of God"
to be rendered “Little Dog" oth-
crwlse §t would have been entirely

aningléss 1o the little furelad men
wha have never seen a sheep!

\nid there 18 no thought
of profit. Our Bible soclety sells a woll-
made Gospel in longue to a
Congo cannibal for the equivalent of

nts: a New Testament for 5, and a

Lire

of courso

his own

complete Bible for 16 cents, All kinds
money” are taken in exchange,
iping from Ivory tuske to a basket

of bhroadfriit, a fow leopard skins, or

en i baby camel.

L.ong before Tibet was opened by
the Hritish, the New Tostament was
printed In Tibetan at Ghoom,
Ioup in the Himalayas, and carried
e and forth to Lhassp by Hinda
il Buddhist traders. Only Abyvesinia
i Nepul are now closed to the BRible
but it | thonzht that the old
Lmperor Menell dl least will soon
Vin bt e AL ]l events, hae recently
& maznificent pair of elaphant's
to the British Bible house in
Lundon, with & flowery letter in Am-
havie from “The Conquering Lion of
| o Menelik the Second, Emperor

Cf Fithiopin by the Will of God.,"”

HELPING THE TOWN

HINTS AS TO MAKING THE HOME
MARKET BETTER.

HANDLING OF FARM PRODUCE

How Merchants and Farmers Can Co:
Operate te Their Mutual Advan-
tage in a Business Way.

Many agrleultural towns could be
vastly improved by affording farmers
better markets for the preaduce that
they have to dispose of. Ia the ra
dius of every country village thers
Is suffclent butter and egus and other
products to be marketed, the hand:
ling of which would make a profiiable
Qusiness,

The custom that has prevalled for
many years of storekecpers indiserim.
mately handliing produce does pot ap-
pear to be to the beet Interests of
towns or It may be sald, to the wmer-
chants or the farwmers, Io the frst
place the average storekeeper hbas
no facllities for the proper handling
of perishable products. He may not
recelve suflicient to enable him to dis
poge of the product to the greatest
advantage., Therefore Instead of mak-
Ing any profit upon what he handles,
many times he 18 the loser and looks
for his compensation in the trade that
may be given him by the farmers who
bring In the produce.

It Is Ilmportant to a town whether
it Is reputed to be a good produce
market or otherwise. Where the
farmer can recelve a cent or two
more for his butter and eggs be Is
likely to tuwrn his attention. In some
towns there are regular buyers of
produce, but often these methods are
puch as to be unsatiefactory and re
sult In loss of trade to the place

Merchanta generally exchange goods
for whatever produce may be Lrought
to them. Iy many places they will
not pay cash, and it has been known
where cash has been pald that iU im
mediately fouud its way (o sowe other
town where goods was purchased

Euach town that has any consider
able patronage from the farming com.
munity surrounding it, should have
a gmall cold storage plant. One plan
that hae beon found practicable In
many lowne Is the organization of a
produce company in which merclhiants
of the town ax well as the farmers
nre stockholders, These coneerns pro:
vide every facility for the proper
packing and etorage of egge 2and but-
ter and other perishable produce, and
sometimes Include a bulter revoval
{og plant. Where such compunies are
operated the merchants refuse to
haundle produce, referring all who have
anch to sell to the produce company.
The company pays the highest mar.
ket price for what it buyg. Instead
of paying cash, due bills are issued
which are accepted the same as cash
at all the stores In town. Fach week
the merchants who receive these due
bills In exchange for goods have them
cashed at the office of the produce
company.

By paying from a cent to two cents
a dozen more for eges or per pound
for butter these produce companies
have been wonderful factors in bring-
ing trade to the place, Not alone do
thev benefit the town hy bringing ad
ditfonal patronage to the merchants,
but the buginess ean be highly profit-
able if managed rightly It requires
but little capital to operate such au
establishment. It is well when organ
fzation Is taken up to Hmit  the
amount of gtock that each ghareholder
recelves to one or two shares of n
par value of $50 or $100, An effort
should be made to have as many met
chants as pogsible sharcholders Also
10 secura as many shaveholders among
the faormers a8 ean be had 1t should
be understood that instead of paving
cash, farmers pay for their shares
of stock in produee at prevailing mar
ket prices,  With all the merchants
in the town Interested In the suc
cess of the company, and the farmers
throughout the country also share:
holders and partieipants in profits that
may be made, It will be soon found
that the produce company will he
handling all the produce husiness that
orlginates in the communlty

In muny iocalities where this plan
has been put in operatlon the farmeoers
have discovered that

they could re-
celve better prices for their butter
and cream and eggs than under the
old system, Ileing associated in a

way with the business interests of the
place they hecome more intevested in
all affalrs of the town and are more
Inclined to work in harmony with the
merchants towards anything that has

the hmprovement of the home town
In vlew. One of the desirable things
pbout this plan is its tendepey o
lessen the prectice of residents of
rural communities trading with malil
order houses and department stores
In the large clties Another admir
able feature M the adding of an
additional labor-saving jndustry to

the town and the Keeping of the earn-
Ings of the people In clreulation In
the community,

Reliable Sign of Death.

A Franchman has reccived n prize
for discovering a reliable sign  of |
death., The test conslsts of the sub
cutanenus Injection of & solulion of
flourescelne, which, If (he blood 15
still clirculating, in the course of a
few hours causes the skin to turn vel
low

Wise Parson.

farson, somebody daved us to get
mirrcled, and we nevor teke a dare
Hive we are"

‘Well, my young friends 1 dare
you to go home and endeavor to caltl

vale some comimon sengs'

WHERE THE MERCHANT FAILS,
An lowa Farmer Tells Him He Should
Advortise, and How,

An Town farmer contributes {o Lha
Des Molnes Capitol the following very
pertinent suggestion s to why the
mall order houses sucedod In gelting
the business of the rural commuunitios
awny from Joeal merchaate:

“If the mall order houses got $1,000
out of thie county cack month that be.
longe to the bome wmerchants (he fault
is with the merchants themaslves, The
mall order’ houses advertian and give
us prices on everything they offar for
rale. They (e ns what they have
and what they want for {t. Of eoursa
we get sokked once In awhila and it
we do we can try rome other houae,
Most of the bome merchanta who ad-
vertize at all den't gquote prices. They
nogleet to tell us what we want to
know-—the price, Of course we can go
10 the slore and ask the price of this
article, and that, but you kuow how
it lg—one doesu’t kpow so wall exact-
Iy what be wauts to buy whea he gots
fu & slore a8 when be s at bome. And
there i& where the wail erder housce
make thelr bit. They send us their
advertivlug watter futo homes and we
repd It when we haven't anything else
to do and every member of the family
who reads thelr stuf usuelly finds
something that he or some other mem-
ber of the family wants and many or-
ders are made up and sent out Jnat at
such times. .

“Right here is where the home mer
chant falls down, If he talked up his
business to us In our homes the same
as the mail order houses do the people
would be In to #ce biwm the next time
they caowe to town and e wany cases
extra trips would be made to get the
things at once that we didn't koew
we wanted until they were brought
to our attention.

“The home merchant ean save the
expense of getting up a catnlogne. We
people reed the home papers more
carefully than we do the catalogue,
and if the merchant wants te talk
business with us let him put his talk
In the home papers, and put It In se
that we know he means business, The
home merchant lkely, nine times aut
of ton, selle bls goods as chieap na the
mall order bouges, aud 1 bellave on
many things they are much cheaper,
but how are we to know if he doesn't
tell us about It

“A merhant wmust not think that
even lin best customers knew his
goods mo well that they ean (ell what
he lins without being shown,

"It Is none of my business haw the
home merchant rune his busineass, but
1 don't llke to see these roasts in the
papers all the time about us fellows
who get a little stull shipped in once
in awhile and mever anrything said en
the other side, Thers are always Lwa
sldes of & question, and T have given
you mine, If it Is worth anything te
you you can take it."

BANKERS GETTING WISE,
They See Danger i the Mall-Order
System of Business.

1t I8 only Intely that bankers of the
woat have come to a realieation that
the mallorder system of business has
heen a serlous injury to them, killing
off the business of their towns, taking
out of clrenlation money that sbhould
help swell the laeal bank deposits and

otherwise Interfering with town pro-
Rrogy,
The trouble has been’ with many

hankers that they failed to conslder
the buyving-goodsaway-from-home evil
a¢ anything of partleular concern to
tliem When Farmer Smith would
huy a dreaflt for §50 or §100 to send
to Chicago, the banker got his ten
conts exchanze and thought he was

that much ahead, while the facts re.
mained that if he could keep the
money from being sent from home

that $60 of the farmer for the banker
might make a dollar or two of profit.
It was only when the ecatalogue
houses started In (o solielt deposits af
the people of country towns and farm-
ing communities that the bankers
took a tnmble

Then again some bankers have such
an exalted Idea of their position in
the town that the goods to be had
from the local merchants are not good
epongh for themselves and families,
nnd set a bl example before the peo-
ple hy sending away themselves for
what they desive In the way of staples

and luxurics Bankers are conserva-
tive, and are not forward in making
sugeestions 1o their patrons as (o

what they should do with thelr money,
hut in this matter it appears sufficient-
ly Important to justily the exercise of
what influence the banker ean com-
mand in behall of home patronage [t
iz the business of the town and sur-
rounding country that affords a profit
to the bank., The greater this volume
of busipess ean he made the better
for the banker and every interest of
the town, and the {armers and other
laborers as well
D. M. CARR,

What, Indeed?
A duchess requiring a lady's maid
had an interview with one, to whom.
alter having examined her appearance,

hie sadd: Of eourse, you will be able
to dress my halr for me?" “Oh, yes "

plicd the girl, “it never takes me
more than half an hour to dress a
lady’s kaiv.” “Hall an hour, my
chitd!'” exclaimed the duchess, in ac:

cenils of terror, "and what on earth,
then, should 1 be able to do with my-

self all the remalnder of the morn:
ing?”

The Reason.

“In this settlemient,” sald the il
ville farmer, “we ecall all the lternry
fellers we kin keteh ‘leadin'® authors
rule they're powerinl
handy at leadin’' mules 1o water, —At-
lapte Copstitutior

hecause s a




