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Divorce and thoe Btate.

Although nearly all persons ars mar
ried by a clergyman, the marriage cons
tract under the law Is a clvll agreo-
pient that may be made In the pres
apce of a properly qualified layman,
and may beo dlssolved only by the
eivil courts To disclose how fre-
gquently the marrage contracts have
boen dissolved, the bureau of the cens
gus has lately begun to look over the
roeports of the divorce courts for the
past 20 years. The Information thus
obtalned Is to be used In the creation
of sentiment in favor of uniform mar
ringe and divorce laws throughout tho
whole country. Such uniform laws
are urged on the ground that they
would prevent engy divorce and make
it Impossible for & man Or a womian
who had grown tired of n wife or hus-
band to go to some stato which has
lax laws, and there secure freedom to
marry again.  But this does not go
far enough In setting forth the rea-
gons. Lax divorce laws and easy dl-
vorce threaten the stability of soel-
ety ftself by undermining the family.
To say that the family s the unit of
the exlsting svcial organization 1s to
utter & commonplace, but it Is so com-
mon that it is overlooked by thoso
who make up the divorce colonles of
the various statos, The whole so-
cinl fnbric rests on the trinity—
or ghall one say the unity—of father,
mother and child, Nearly all laws
grow out of the nocessity of protect-
ing the family in {ts work of rearing
the young and preparlng them for
thelr unfon in new familles. The rear
ing of a family Is the Incentive be-
hind the efforts of practically every
sane and healthy man and woman.
The fathers and mothera are sentl-
nels round the eamp of the younger
generation, guarding it from foes both
seen and unseen. All ereatlon
congpirea for the protection of the
young, and the famlly Is one of the
agencies through which that divine co-
operative work I8 done. There may
be justifiable reasons for the break-
ing up of a home through divorce. If
g0, they all take their origin in the
violation of the obligation by one
party or the other to the marrlage
contract. But such breaking up Is
A soclal tragedy, says the Youth's
Companion. No law that ecan be
passed will make the unfalthful loyal
o thelr obligations, but something can
‘be done to make men and women
‘understand the hideousness of thelr
conduet when they seek to break the
most sacred contract ever entered Into
between two human belngs.

Men, Women and Meals.

When men suppose that dinner goes
on whether they are at home or not,
they labor under a curious misconcep-
tion. Arthur Pendenys, writing about
this m .ancholy fact, declares: “Some
one once said that an ordinary wom-
an's favorite dinner I8 an egg in a
drawing-room. All women have a
passion for something on a tray. To
the masculine miud things on a tray
are unsatisfying; but to the fem-
inine body they embody the very
manna from heaven.” It is easy to
understand that Arthur Pendenys, or
any other “masculine mind"” might
have trouble in comprehending the
why and wherefore of this debilitated
taste; but no woman would be at a
loss to explain it. It comes from
the fatigue which woman suffers as
the result of her colossal task of feed-
ing man. To nourish the human race
is the appointed work of woman. At
the wery inception of life, says The
Reader, this is her labor, and never
can existence be so fine, so free, so
herole or so beautiful, that she must
not pause three times a day—or more
—4n bend her mind to the menu that
shall please her lord. S8he has heen
accused of writing no epics: It is
sald that she is incapable of compos-
ing an oratorlo, of designing a ca-
ithedral, or concelving an heroic
statue or painting a picture of the
first quality. The retort is that she
might have done something of the
kind if the men had not been hun-
gry so frequently and so Insistently.
To be the nourisher of the human
race {8 an undertaking so prodigious
that it is & marvel that the mere ex-
asperation of belng chained to the
larder has not made flends or luna-
tics out of women—and from squaw
to countess, thelr sufferings in this re-
gard have points of simllarity. 1Is It
any wonder, then, that with the ever-
hungry man out of the way, the wom:
an seeks escape from the tyrauny
of food, and "cats strawberrles Dby
moonlight on a flowery bank?"'

The czar has declded now to give to
the peasants the lands belonging to
him and to the government. His ac-
itfon recalls the pictures of the desper-
‘ate travelers in the Russlan sledges,

wiag over whatever they can lay
thelr hands on to delay the flerce rush
of the pursuing wolves.

Over In Germany somebody has
found out how to make cigars that
are free from nicotine. They found
out bow to do that long ago in the
wonnecticut cabbage belt
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Dissensions, Misery and

Average Man Must Be the
Bread- Winner and the
King or the Domestic
Structure Is in Danger of
Collapse — The Case of
Burr Nichols and His
Gifted Wife.

Shattered Romance of Two
Artists Seems to Prove
That a Woman Must
Beware of Becoming
More Famous Than FHer
Husband, in His Chosen
Line of Work.

Jealousy, dissenslons, misery and dl-
vorce. Are these the inevitable conge-
quences when a wife |s engaged in the
game life occupntion as her husband,
when thelr lives move on parallel
lines and with parallel ambitions, and
when It Is possible that the work of
the wife exceeds In merit that of the
husband?

Bo It would seem from the unhappy
marital history of Mrs. Rhoda Holmes
Nichols, a history in which art and
jealousy ecrept In at the door while
love flew out through the window,
Her divorce has just been recorded
in the New York supreme court.

It 18 not an altogether unusual thing
nowadays for a wife to outdo her hus-
band at his chosen occupation. In al-
most every Instance where this oc-
curs misery ls the consequence,

Meén do not llke to have wives
amarter than themselves, or more ar-
tistle, or wiser In a business way, or
who win pralse for dolng things for
which pralse is usually accorded =&
man, declares a writer in the New
York World.

Lot & woman bake a fine ple, or do
a fine bit of embroldery, or hem or
stitch, or sew or keep a neat house,
and the husband willl llsten to the
world’s pralse of her with complacent
satisfaction.

But let her keep to the kitchen, if
you please, or play the plano in the
parlor, or mother the children in the
nursery, or do anything but step over
the llne of demarkation where he Is
boss.

He ia the bread-winner and the king.
Those in his Ringdom must be weaker
than himself and dependent upon him,
or the whole domestic structure falls
and there Is no more happiness Inthe
world.

ARTISTIC JEALOUSY
CAUSES SEPARATION.

So it was with Mrs. Rhoda Holmes
Nichols, who now has her own studlo,

WIFE’S SUCCESS
KILLED LOVE

Husband’'s Wounded Egotism.

* -~

her own children, and her own lonely

eourse In life, separate and distinet
from that of her divorced husband.

Before Rhoda Holmes married she
WAS known a8 now as a water<color
painter of much merit. Her pictures
were sought by dealers and oconnols-
seurs, who pald good prices for them.

Beilng an artist, she naturally be.
came well known In the New York
artist colony around Fifty-seventh
streot and Eighth avenue. 8She was
pretty and popular and good.

Miss Holmes was not only a palnter,
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Divorce the Result of

bt even after she hegan to sell her
pletures she continuned to be an en-
thuslastie student.

She went to Franee and Italy, where
sha studled art in the best schools.
She was successful there, ahd event-
unlly went to South Afriea and Asin |
for landscapes,

Still heartfree and winning her own
way In the world, she settled down In
Florenee, where the air s the very
breath of art, and where the sky Is as
tender as the eyes of love,

Here In the course of her work she
met o young painter named Burr Nieh-
ols, He, too, was a fine artist, and
thelr mutual tastes drew them muech
together,

It I8 strange that:the very tralts
and characteristics and the mutual
lkes which glve birth to love should
In the end be the means of (ts death
and funeral. The young artists dld
not dream of the truth of these things.
How could the art from which love
sprang be its murderer? Nelther did
they reck of the future when they
became engaged, Was there not the
magle of love in their brushes? Were
they not hohemians enough to face
the future with light hearts? Could
they not palnt the tearful eyes away
from the face of sorrow, and put the
eap and bells on the pleture of pov:
erty? On these fundamental beliefs
they were married.

Nichols, like his wife, was a fine
painter. They llved an ideal life In
thelr studlo. They painted together,
talked together, planned together, lv-
Ing and dreaming for each other.

Ah, what a little fraud love Is after
all! He had fired the lnst arrow in his
quiver when he shot them through the
hearts, and then he left them; deeming
his duty done.

The Nichols artlst family was In-
ereased by two lovely children as
time passed, and their happiness in-
creased accordingly.

DECIDE AMERICA
IS BETTER FIELD.

While they were prosperous and
contented In Florence they at last de-
clded that they could better them-
selves in this country.

They came accordingly and settled
down in the studio quarter in New
York. They continued their successful
career, disposing of their pletures as
fast as they could paint them. They
were happler than most married peo-
ple. They made friendly eriticlsms of
each other's work, adopted each oth-
er's suggestions, were forbearing and
fergiving, as men and wives should be.

In 1897 Mr. Nichols began a pleture
which, as it developed and the Inspira-
tion took wings within him, he re-
solved to send to the Parls Salon. As
the idean grew his work became more
painstaking. Should he succeed, the
added Incentive as well as the pres-
tige It would give him would be of

priceless value In his future work.

The wife watched his work with |
the greatest solleitude and pride. She
encouraged him and gave him loving
and unstinted praise. She put her
own brush by to wateh his. To her

wrapped up in his.

finished. With the utmost care they
packed it and sent it off to the Parls
Balon,

Then followed a perlod of deep

anxlety In which two souls joined. Im-
patiently they nwalted the Issue. In &
month the amsawer came. The ple-

inre had been aceepted and would be
digplayed “on the line"

Joy relgned In the Nichols house.
hold, They would now paint with a
deep and strong foundation of success
under them. The Parls Balon had
spoken and the Parls Salon was
mighty. The pleture bhioG secured
“honorable mention.”

The hushand resolved to ‘paint an-
other pleture for the followlng ye
Salon. The wife would try it, too, she
sald, Was not her huaband's sucoess
her own? If she should succeed, would
not her success be graclous in the
eyes of her lond and mnster?

Mr. Nichols smilingly gave hias as-
gont to the plan and they set to work
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with light hearts. Mrs, Nichols could
only palnt between the intervals of
caring for her children, but she went
at the work with a light heart, hoping
agnainst hope for success.

The two painters wrought and la-
bored slde by side. They saw their
separate efforts grow from mute out-
lines, and take form and shape accord-
ing to thelr ideas. '

FIND HAPPINESS
IN COOPERATION.

Up to this time not a cloud had
marred their domestic sky. They were

happy, with the careless happiness of
children.

Their art was & joy—a play
to them.

And so they played together until

the paintings were finished. In order |

were packed and shipped in separate
boxes to the Parls Salon, where sit
the world's arbiters in art.

In due time Mrs. Rhoda Holmes and
Mr. Burr Nlichols received their re-
spective verdicts.

For Mrs. Rhodan Holmes it was:
“Painting accepted and given honor-
able mention.”

For Mr. Burr Nichols it was: “Paint-
ing judged unworthy; hereby re-
turned.”

Here fell the shadow, If we are to
believe those who sympathize with
Mrs. Nichols. Here enlered the note
of discord. Here was the parting of
the ways whereby two souls became
estranged, through the life of earth
and the eternity of heaven.

With the wife's joy was a feeling of
glncere sorrow for her husband., He
had worked so hard. He had hoped
for so much. Why could not both of
them have won? =

Although the shadow

was in his

heart, the husband spoke bravely of |

the future. "“lLet us try it again, he
sald; “we may both win next time,”

And so they went to work for a sec-
ond trlal. BSlde by slde they palnted
as before. But now there stood a
ghost between them—the Impalpable
ghadow of jealousy and discontent,
The wife, percelving thls, grieved
much over it, The husband, Imagining
things that were not, grew gloomy
and taciturn.

In due tilme the two pletures were
packed in separate crates and shipped
to Parls and in due time the answers
came back.

His answer was a box with his ple-

ture, returned with a dwe acknowl.
edgment; hers an seceptance wlith
honorable mentlon,

Thewn, say Mra, Nichols' friends, the
man's nature seemed to change en-
tirely. He became grumpy and cross,
Nothing seemed to please him. The
{ron had entered his soul. The wife

his work afforded a period of self-ab. | had outdone the husband in his chosen
negation In which all her belung was | sphere of life.

Oh, strange phase of a

| man’s nature which makes such a
Eventually the great painting was | thing unforgivable! ,

Some old phllosopher has
love “the egotism of two."

called
The exgo-

JHE RICTORL

fatal blow, and ander tkat blow love
withered, There was £ more peaco,
no more happiness in the houschold.
Seolng this, the chlldren were sllent
and miserable,

Put the last siraw eame when Mra.
Nicholg' pleture, her famous "Scariet
Liottor,” received encomiuyms on both
sides of the Atlantle. The husband
had never done anything Hke it.

After a year of trouble the couple
soparated, the husband golng away
and the wife remalning to work out
*  Awn career,

Jdereafter her existence was peace-
ful, If lonely. There was but one easel
now, and one painter. There wasa but

one ambition, and that was the sup-
port and education of her children,
Art for art's sake wns no more. Love
for love's sake was a farce,
continued

The woman

to work

%ﬁﬁm, .

bravely., She could have gone to
France or Italy, where her young artist
days were passed, but she preferred to
remain in this country and educate her
children. She took a studio at East
Gloucester, Mass.

In her artistic career she won eleven
medals. She had shown plotures at the
exhibition of the Roman Water Color
society In 1883; she was hung on the
line at Turin, Milan, the Royal acade-
my at Paris in 1900, at the Chicago
and Pan-American expositions, at At-
lanta, Nashville, Cleveland and the
Boston Triennfal in 1896.

She {s a member of many art clubs
and societies and was for nine years
| vice president of the Water Color club
| of New York, is a member of the Na-
tional Arts club, the American Water
| Color society, the New York ‘Water

to insure separate consideration they | ~ 1 . aub. the Barnard club, Pen and

]

Brugh, the Woman's Art club, the
American Society of Minature Paint-
ers and an associate member of the
Woman's Art CMb of Canada.

MUTUAL HAPPINESS
IN CHILDREN'S LOVE.

L or eight years Rhoda Holmes Nich-
ols has never ceased to struggle. She
has earned a fair competence and has
i lod a retired life, but gradually she is
learning to be happy agaln—happy in
the lave of her children, which knows
 no distrust or jealousy.

The other day the curtain fell on
the last act in this strange marital
drama,
| Mrs, Rhoda FHolmes Nichols recelved
'a desree of absolute divorce, carrying
with it the legal custody of the chll
' roesume her

dren, and authority to
maiden name.

| Incompatibility was the cause given,
but the divorce papors are sealed.

Mrs. Rhoda Holmes {3 still young
and much of life Is yet before her.
| But it 1 doubtful if she wlll ever again
rezard love as anything but a mirage
of the youthful brain, an unsubstantial
.r!rc::u. the flesh tints lald upon the
| bones of an awful skeleton.
| But the exprrionce of Mrs. Holmes
{g not singular. So long as man's na
ture remalne unchanged, just so long
will he demand tho leadership of the
family, boath mentally and physlcally
The splritual crown he accords to
| womeaen without question.

Maral: Do not beat your hushand
at aaything he may underiake.

Free Bacds for Cata.

In an animal hospital in Philadel
phia there 18 a free bed for cats,
endowed by a servant, Ruth Darling,
who div® in that city some years ago
She had always llked animals, and
left her savings to provide free treat
ment of alling pets in the Maher ani
mal hospital, whore It takes the form
of a commodious fron cage wilh the
fnseription “The Ruth Darling Bed"
on it in gold letters. This bed has
always A long list of cats waiting
| to be treated. During one year as

tism of Burr Nichols had receilved a | many as 66 were cared for

WOMEN WHO CHARM

HEALTH IS THE FIRST ESSENTIAL

— me——

It Helps Women to Win and Hold
Men's Admiration, Reapect and Lovae

Woman's greatest yift is the power to
Inspire admiration, respect, and love,
There is a beauty in health which is
more attractive to men than mere regu-
larity of feature,

To be a successful wife, to retain the
love and admiration of her husband,
should be n woman's constant study.
At the first indieation of ill-health,
painful or irregular periods, head-
uche or backache, secure Lydian E.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound and
begin its use.

Mrs. Chas. F. Brown, Viee-President
Mothers' Club, 21 Cedar Terrace, Hot
Springs, Ark., writes:

Dear Mrs. Pinkham :—

“For nine yenrs 1 deagged through a miser-
able existence, suffering with inflammation
and female wealness and worn out with
pain and weariness. Tone day noticed o stato-
ment by a woman suffering ns 1 was, but who
had been cured by Lydia K. Pinkham's Veg-
otable Compound, and I determined to try it.
At the end of thres months I was a different
woman.  Every one remarked about it, and
my husband fall in Jove with me all aver
again, Lydin B Pinkham's Vegetablo Com-
pound built up my entire system, cured the
trouble, and I felf like a new woman, Iam
sure it will mnke every suffering woman
strong, well and happy, as it has me,”

Women who are troubled with pain-
ful or irregular periods, backache,
bloating (or flatulence), displacements,
inflammation oruleeration, that “*bear-
ing-down " feeling, dizziness, faintness,
indigestion, or nervous prostration
may be restored to rfect health
and strength by taking Lydia E,
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound,

W. L. DOUCLAS
$3.50&°3.00 Shoes

BEST IN THE WORLD

W.L.Douglas $4 Gilt Edge line
cannothe equalledatanyprico / £
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W. L. Douglns Woinen's, Misses and

hildren's shoes; for style, ﬂl: and wear
th? excol other makes,

If 1 could take you into my large

factories at Brockton, Mass.,and show

you how carefully W.L, Douglasshoes
are made, Kou would then understand
why they hoid their shape, fit better,
wear longer, and are of greater value
than any other make.

Wherever you live, you can obtain W. L.

Douglas shoes, His name and price is stam

on the bottom, which protects you against high

prices and Interior shoes., Ta no substis

tuts, Ask your dealer for W, L. Douglad shoes
and insist u having them.
Fast Color Eyelets used; they will not wear brassy.
Write for lllustrated Catalog of Fall Styles.
W. L. Dept. 12, Brockton, Mass.

SALESMEN WANTED,

Wo wanta live, active and thoroughly experienced
salesman Lo this locality with sufficient money W
bu nnlrﬁt lals first month's supply of our Sime«
pilelty w Fressare Hollow Wire Gaso-

ine Lights. A ulllity needed in every store and
boue and fully compiving with insurancerules, To
suoh o manwewill glve exclusive suies right an
gunrantee 1o refund money | £ ¥00ds not soid In
dnys, Further pariicniarsonrequest, Thesundard.
utﬁeu Light Co.. 980 N. Halsted St, Chicago, Ik

Legally Her Husband's Boss.

Boston has one woman who s legal-
l¥ her husband's boss. She s Mrs,
Ellor Carlisle Ripley, one of the as-
sistant superintendents of the public
schools of the city and the wifa of
FPrincipal Fred H. Ripley, of the Long-
fellow school of Roslindale. Mrs, Rip-
ley draws some $86 a week of the
hub's wealth, about $1,600 more per an-
num than the man who has recently
became her “hubby." An assistant
superintendent is virtually a super-
visor and Mrs. Ripley is in reality her
husband's superior and could ‘*fire"
him in a minute i{f she saw fit. Mrs.
Ripley is a young woman of pleasing
personality.

Opals Found in New South Wales.

Valuable finds of opals have been
made near Walgett, N. &. W., one
patch of stone worth £600 having
been struck, while two miners found
a stone for which they received £900.
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