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By D. M. AMSBERRY,

BROKEN BOW, - . NEDRASKA
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The Idle Sinnera.

Every once In awhlile the actlon of
some young man who {8 enjoying a
princely income brings to mind the
thought that money illspent inevita-
bly brings disaster to the spender.
The idle rich, whose sole ldea I8 to
amugs themselves, are curses In a
community. They bring themselves
to premature graves, but long before
their deaths they are old In sin, and

nre so eatlated with illlelt pleasure
that they find no enjoyment in any
thing, and, like 8ir Charles Cold
stream In the play of “Used Up”

there 1s nothing for them to see with
astonishment. Thelr constant ery Is,
“There I8 nothing in It,” and they try
to etimulate their jaded appetites with
exoesses that are suggestive of the
declining Pagan days of Greece and
Rome. Go to any of our fashionable
watering places in the helght of the
gonson and you will find many indo-
jent rich men whose faces express
gonsuality and a vague longing for
p new sensation, Their fathers prob-
nbly tolled hard for the money they
nre throwing away in trying to enjoy
themselves with base amusemonts, It

< would have been a mercy if a few

years earller they had been deprived
of thelr princely incomes. They
might then have been of some use
in the world. Now they are simply
fneumbrances. There I8 no breeder
of vice like laziness, and this applies
to all ¢lasses of young men, the poor
s well as the rich, for all the viclous
youth are not to be found among the
rieh, says the Boston Dudget. Some
of them come from the homes of pov-
erty, and they rely upon poor rela-
tions for support when they do not
become common thieves. Both the
classes mentloned are demoralizing
in the examples they set, and If they
could be packed off together to some
faland In the sea, where they would
have to work or starve, they might
develop Into something human and
Jess brutal.

' e ——
! Robbing of a Beggar.

The strest beggar with pockets lined
with money Is a fairly familiar figure
of city life, but one of the free dis
pensaries reports an Instance of an
attempt to get free medicine, on the
plea of poverty, that deserves a place
in the catalogue of good stories of
“graft,” says the New York Post. A
middle-aged woman appeared the
other day and got a prescription, after
which she took her place In the line
of persons waliting to have their med!
cine made up by the apothecary,
This particular woman, it should be
pald, had given satisfactory answers
to all the questions put to her, de-
signed to show whether she was a
proper subject for charity. Suddenly
there was a cry: “I'm robbed! I'm
robbed!" The victim was this wom-
an, who so far forgot her previous
professions as to assert that Her
pocket had been picked and that tho
thief had got away with $80. Then
she lost the opportunity to get free
medicine, thus adding, in her view, in-
sult to Injury.

{ American Goods in Mexico.

“American merchants could do 60
per cent. more business in Mexico
were they to study the character and
condition of trade In our country,”
said Walter E. Grevel, of Mexico City.
“The main trouble with the slow sale
of American merchandise in Mexico
§s the fact that the merchants and
manufacturers demand that payment
for thelr goods be sent upon the re-
ceipt of the bill for the same, and
this bill arrives a month In advance
of the goods. Of course, cur mer-
chants do not favor the idea of pay-
ing for goods before recelving them.
On the other hand, European mer-
chants are liberal in glving time lim-
fts as high as six months, and, as a
consequence, enjoy & good portion of
our trade.”

l Allases of the Great.

S8ome Investigntor of curious sub-
jects has discovered that the inventor
of traveling incognito was Peter the
Great of Russia. The next after the
famous Russlan soverelgn to adopt
the practice was Joseph II. of Aus
tria, who In 1777 made a little stay
in Paris under the title of Count von
Falkenstein. During the revolutionary
period Louls XVIII, buried his tempo-
rary useless royal dignity under the
privacy of Comte de Lille, while
Charles X. passed as Comie de Marles,
Ex-Empress Eugenle in her splendor
frequently took little trips as Com:
tesse de Plerrefonds. King Leopold
doen 8o still as Comte de Ravenstein

_

Castro has taken down the pres!
dency, which he slipped off and hung
up in the closet some time ago, and
finds that It fits as well as ever
There {8 a rumor to the effect that
he did not come back at the cal
of the asphalt trust, which may yel
have a few fits In consequence of his
return.

e

Edlson says he will soon place auto
mobiles within the reach of all. Some
of us have had to be pretly spry te
geot out of reach of them.

—

This monument has been erected

1899-1002."

A Monument to War Horses
Killed in South Africa.

at Port Elizabeth “in recognition of

the services of the gallant animals which perished in the Anglo-Boer war

MINERALS

Coal Easily Heads List—Clay Products
and Limestone Next in Impor-
tance According to Figures
of Geologist.

Chlcago.—The annual production of
the mineral wealth of Illinols has been
compliled by the state and government
geological surveys. It has been found
that in 1906 the state produced a total
of $57,089,000 In minerals. Of this
$20,764,000 was coal.

Clay products and limestone come
next to coal in importance. Other
useful decorations from home min-
erals are sandstone, Portland cement,
natural rock cement, fluorspar, min-
eral spring water, spelter, lead ore,
glass saud and molding sand.

One startling thing discovered In
all this research, according to E. B.
Van Horn, In the Mining World, Is
the decrease in the amount of gpring
water sold. At one time there was
water to the amount of $3,038,000
s0ld from springs in Illinois, In 1900
this dropped to $44,000. The explana-
tion I8 that resorts have been found-
ed at the different springs and the
water Is used for bathing purposes
and not gold In the market.

The production of Portland cement,
which Is becoming one of the most
important factors in bullding, s in-
creasing. On this gquestion Mr. Van
Horn says:

+ “The output of Portland cement for
1906 was 1,645,600 barrels, valued at
$1,741,160. In 1904 1,326,704 barrels,
with a value of $1,440,114, were pro-
duced. The natural rock cement was
valued at $166,660 in 1906, ms com-
pared with $113,000 in 1904. There
are four concerns manufacturing
Portland cement only, three manufac-
turing natural rock ecement and one

To Cook

Merits of Invention Will Be Tested In
Fleld Operations and Commis-
sary Department Expecta
Good Results,

Washington—Hrig. Gen. Sharpe,
commissary general, has sent enough
of the new army fireless cookers to
feed four companies to the joint camp
at Mount Gretna, Pa. He has also
ordered enough of the cookers to sup-
ply eight companles sent to Fort
Riley, Kan., where one of the largest
of the joint encampments began re
cently,

It Is the intention of the commissary
department to test the merits of thls
device In practlcal field operations.
The cooker In its present form has
been constructed by the army artisans
themselves; there are no patent rights
conneoted with it, and it 18 so simple
that any boy handy with tools could

MINER GETS MEDAL.,

Carnegle Reward of $1,200 Will Pay
Mortgage on His Home,

——

Wilkesbarre, Pa.—William Watkins,
A young mine worker of Edwardsville,
near here, Is the first anthracite min-
er to recelve a Carnegle medal for
heroism and $1,200 from the hero
fund. 'This is in recognition of his
act of heroism on September 3, 1004,
when he saved the lives of three men
at the imminent risk of death. He
was greatly surprised by the news
that the medal was to be glven him.

There had been an explosion ln the
No. 4 colllery of the Kingston Coal
company.
of the mine Watkins realized
the alope where the explosion
curred might be alive. He turned
back and ecalling to his comrades to
stand by to help, he rushed down the
slope.

IN ILLINOIS.

making both Portland and slag
cement. The output of slag cement
is included with the figures for the
natural rock cement. A new Port-
land cement plant I  bullding at
Dixon, I1L.”

Lead mines In the state are not Im-
portant, but the fact that this metal
Is produced is interesting. The forth-
coming report will say on this point:

YA small amount of lead ore is
mined in northwestern Illinols, and
a little of it Is reduced In a local
furnace near Galena. The bulk of
the lead smelted in the state, how-
ever, comes from Alton, where the
Federal Lead company has a large
modern plant. It is run malnly on
ores from Missourl, particularly the
southeastern part of the state. BSince
there I8 only the one producer it is
Impracticable to give the output for
Ilinols separately.” :

The Increase in [llinois coal pro-
duction from 1833 to the present year
is gmaphically illustrated in a bulletin
of the state survey, which says: “In
the last 256 years the production of
the state has Increased 618 per cent.
It the same rate of increase contin-
ues for another quarter of a century
the annual production then willl be
approximately 125,000,000 short tons.
The production for the last ten years
has increased at even a more rapld
rate, amounting to 113 per cent.

“At this rate a production of 80,
000,000 tons will be reached In ten
years, or approximately 280,000,000
tons in 26 years. This is about the
amount of bituminous coal now mined
and sold in the whole of the United
States. It Is Impossible to say what
the future rate of increase will in fact
be, but these figures are at least seri-
ous posaibllities and the production
undoubtedly will increase rapldly for
many years to come.

Without Fire.

make one in the course of a day ac-

cording to the army standard. The
commissary department {s highly
gratified over the success In the ex-
perkments made in the west, and the
officers are devoting their attention to
developing minor improvements, such
as the application of devices for her-
metleally veallng the cooking vessels
and lightening the weight of the out-
fit.

The large six-compartment coolers
first made welghed 450 pounds each,
but they have been lightened, and one
development 18 a single compartment
conker weighing a little over 100
pounds which has found much favor
because it can be packed readily on a
mule, assuring a hot supper for a de-
tachment at the end of a day's scout.
Another improvement about to be in-
troduced {8 the adoption of aluminum
veasels, made after the department's
plans, which are expected to be Inde.
structible.

As the workers rushed out
that

“The explosion had knocked out the
props,” he sald, “and the roof was
falling. The black damp was gath:
ering, and 1 knew 1 had to work
qQuick. Brinley Davis wag burned bad,
50 was Joe Winchent, while Reese
Willlams was caught under a ecay
which had been blown on top of him.
I could not pull him out. The only
way was to lift the car. [ tried three
times before 1 could get it up a bit
and ke managed to wriggle out. Davis
and Winchent were wild crazy, They
all recovered and are working in the
mines now."”

C. T. Mathews, of 93 Water street,
New York clty, a wealthy Welsthiman
who takes a great interest in his coun-
trymen, heard of Watking' herolsm
| through friends, hd was o Iimpressed
that he gave Watking a

negie hero fund commisslon.

The §1,200 which Watkins will get
will just pay off the mortgage on his

| house,

handsome
three men who wore at the bottom of | gold medal himself, and later brought
o¢- | the case to the notiee of the Car

PLAN COLONY IN TEXAS,

Blg Tract to Be Settled by Farmers
from Europe.

[

Chleago.—~A tract of land compris-
ing 206,000 acres hus been purchased
near Rayvmondville, Tex., on the Guilf
Coast rallroad, for the colondzation of
farmers from  France, Belgium,
Switzerland and Holland., The land
was purchased by A. M. Davidson, of
Chicago, and the oolonists are being
found by his eminence, Mgr. J. R.
Vilatte, right reverend archbishop and
primate of the Old Roman Cathollie
Church In the United States,

The plan of the archbishop, who
makes bis headquarters In Chleago,
ia to colonlze the tract with people
of his own rellglous faith, Ninety
acres have been set aside In the cen-
ter of the tract, and upon this will
be erected a monastery and a clolster
for the education of priests and for
the preparation of young men for the
ministry. The archbishop will be at
the head of the monastery,

It 18 the purpose of those who are
carrying on the project to allot the
land to the Immigrants in 40-acre
tracts, which Is the largest farm one
man can handle in that section of the
country. From France grape grow-
ors are to be taken to secure ex-
perlenced agriculturists or horticul-
turista, The archbishop will superin-
tend the selection of the coloniske and
see to it that no undesirable immli-
grants are brought in.

TAKE MILLIONS FROM AMERICA.

Records Show That Immigrants Send
Earnings to Home Banks.
Washington.—Millions of dollars In
American gold is being hoarded an-
nually in the banks of Italy by tem-
porary Itallan residents of the United
States. This is the news that has
just reached the government, along
with a statement from the general
commissioner of Immigration at Rome
that the total immigration to the
states from Italy In the year 19056

approached the 500,000 mark,

The idea of most Itallan emigrants,
says the immigration commissioner,
is to accumulate something like a
fortune in the sgtates and return with
it to Italy, The intimacy of the home
connection is shown by the exhibit
of the Bank of Naples, which, hav-
ing advertised that sort of businesa
as [ts specialty, has more than 183,000
accounts opened by Italian emigrants
in the United States and placed to
their credit during the fiscal year just
closed more than $5600,000,

During the same period Itallans in
Argentina sent to this single bank
$828,000 and $425,000 came from Bra-
zil.

The total receipts from such
sources at the Naples bank were
$200,000 above those of the year be-
fore. And that is only one bank
among dozens in Italy.

NO BAN ON SMALL SOLDIERS.

Government Lowers the Standard to
Admit Porto Ricans.

Washington.—Concession to the
slight stature of the Porto Rlcans is
made In a general order just lssued
by the general staff of the army pro-
viding that five feet two Inches shall
be the minimum height of men admit-
ted to the Porto Rican provisional reg-
iment. Heretofore the minimum
height for the Iinsular regiment has
been five feet five Inches, which Is
the helght required for admlssion te
the regular army in the United States.
The new order does not extend to offi-
cers of the Porto Riecan regiments,
who will still be required to come up
to Amerlcan standards.

Other minimum measurements are
also reduced by the general order in
proportion to the helght. Reecruits
five feet two Inches tall are required
to have a chest measurement of 32
inches at expiration and mobility of
the chest amounting to two Iinches,
One hundred and twenty-four pounds
{s fixed as the minimum weight for
this height.

BRICKS MADE BY LIGHTNING,

Elements Are Kind to Man Living
Near Cclumbus, Ind,

Columbus, Ind—Nathan H. New-
som, & farmer of Sandcreek township,
has brought to this city some samples
of bricks made by lightning. During
a thunder, rain and hall storm on his
furm recently lightning struck a shock
of wheat and burned it.

Several hours later Mr. Newsom
was walking through the fleld and
found the ground so hot near the

burned shock that he could not stand
on it. The next day the ground
was still hot, and he took a shovel
and dug down to see for his own
curiosity how much of the ground had
been affected.

Ten Inches down he found that the

ground was thoroughly baked, and
pleces of earth which readily hold
together were taken out. The earth,

which was fine black soll, s cooked
to a briek red, and every bit of vege-
table matter hag been roasted out

Goode All Displayed.
1t was in a ratlway carriage, and the
company consigted of several com-
mereial travelers and a staid and pom-
pous old gentleman. Various eforts
were unsuccessfully made by the
knights of the road to draw their

companion Into conversation. At
length one of them sald:
“Come, sir, I know you are one of

us, Tell us what
in."

"Sir,” answered the old genMeman,
facing his interlocutor ecalmly. *“lam
traveling In very objectionable and
Inquisitive compuny, and the carriage
Is full of my samples "—Stray Storles

You are traveling

"
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AN OLD PAINTER'S IDEAS,

The autumn seagon s coming more
and more to be recognized as a most
saltable time for housepainting. There
i8 no frost deep In the wood to make
trouble for even the best job of palnt:
ing, and the general seasoning of the
summer has put the wood Into good
condition In every way. The weather,
moreover, 18 more likely to be settled
for the necessary length of time to
sllow all the coats to thoroughly dry, a
very lmportant precaution. An old
and successful palnter sald to the
writer the other day: “House owners
would get more for thelr money if they
would allow thelr painters to take
more time, especinlly between eoats.
Instoad of allowlng barely time for the
surface to get dry enough not to be
‘tacky,! several days (weeks would
not be too muech) should be allowed
so that the coat might set through
and through., It I8 inconvenient, of
oourse, but, If one would suffer this
slight Inconvenfence, it would add two
or three years to the life of the paint.”
All this s assuming, of course, that
the paint used is the very best to
be had. The purest of white lead and
the purest of linseod oll unmixed with
any cheaper of the cheap mixtures
often known as "White Lead,” and eil
which has been doctored with fish oil,
benzine, corn oll or other of the
Adulterants known to the trade are
used, all the precautions of the skilled
palinter are useless to prevent the
cracking and peeling which make
houses unsightly In a year or so and
therefore, make palnting bills too fre
quent and costly. House owner
should have his palnter bring the in-
gredients to the premises separately,
white lead of some well known relia-
ble brand and linseed oll of equal qual-
ity and mix the paint just befora ap-
plying it. Painting need not be ex-
pensive and unsatisfactory if the old
palnter's suggestions are followed.

NEAR DEATH THROUGH SNAKE

Sleeper Awoke to Find Monster Coiled
Around His Neck,

F. E. Feve, an employe of the
Northern Electric, had a thrilllng ex-
perience with a snake Tuesday morn-
ing, Feve with two companions occu-
ples a tent made out of gunny sacks
in the western portion of Oroville,

He was awakened by a feeling of
strangulation. He attempted to ery
out, but so tightly was his throat
bound that he could make no sound.
As he became fully awake he realized
that something must be done or he
would choke. He grabbed frantically
for his throat and his hand slipped
over the scales of a huge snake which
had colled (tself around his neck. He
frantically pulled the coils loose, the
reptile resisting him and biting him
in the cheek.

His two companions, awakened by
the nolse, came to Feve's rescue. The
two pulled the snake away and threw
it to the floor, where It glided away
while the men attended to Mr, Feve's
wound. The reptile was a gopher
snake.—Redding Correspondence San
Francsco Call.

Chamols Skin of Commerce.
Charles C, Druedling, of Philadel-
phia, has written an article for the
American Journal of Pharmacy on the
subject of chamols skins. What is
known in the market ag chamols skins,
he says, I8 really an oll-tanned sheep
or lamb skin lining, The supply of
gkins from the chamols animal is very
limited—enough could not be obtained
in a year to supply the United States
for more than a single day., He made
gpecial Inquiry on & recent visit to
Switzerland about the annugl crop of
the chamois skin and ascertained that
from 5,000 to 6,000 skins would be 2
falr average yvearly crop. This skin is
heavier than the skin of the sheep or
lamb, also much coarser. For sirength
and durability the chamols skin is pre-
ferable, but for ordinary use and ap-
pearance the oil-tanned sheep skin
lining would, In most instances, be
preferred.

AN OLD TIMER.

Has Had Experiences.
A woman who has used Postum
Food Coffee since it came upon the
market 8 years ago knows from ex-
perience the necessity of using Pos.
tum in place of coffee I one values
health and a steady brain.

She says: "At the time Postum was
first put on the market I was suffer-
Ing from nervous dyspepsia and m
physician had repeatedly told me not
to use tea or coffee. Finally 1 de-
clded to take his advice and 1try
Postum, and got a sample and had it
carefuly prepared, finding it deli-
clous to the taste. So I continued
its use and very soon its beneficial ef-
fects convinced me of its value, for
I got well of my nervousness and dys-
pepsia,

“My husband had heen deinking cof-
fee all his life until it had affected
his nerves terribly. 1 persunded him
to shift to Postum and it was casy to
get him to make the change for the
Postum {8 delicious. It certainly
worked wonders for him.

“We soon learned that Postum does
not exhilarate or depress and does not
stimulate, but steadily and honestly
strengthens the nerves and the stom:
ach. To make a long story short oar
entire famlly have now used Postum
for eight years with completely sat-
Isfylng results, as shown in our fine
condition of health and we have no
ticed a rather unexpected improve.
ment in braln and nerve power.”
Name given by Postum Co., Hattle
Creek, Mich,

Increased braln and nerve power al
ways follow the use of Postum in
place of coffee, sometimes in a very
marked manner,

Look in pkgs, for “The Road to
Wellville.”

GHOSTS IN |
DEEP MINES

baunt the souls of men there are none
more firmly established than those
which develop among the men who
tol] in the dampness of the mine, de-
clares the Butte (Mont.) correspond:
ent of the Philadelphian Record. And
of all superstitions there are none
more weird than those of the “grave-

vard"” shift. The "graveyard” shift is
the dead of night—usually between
11 p. m. and 2 a. m—and it Is then

that the “tomimy-knockers” are most

often heard. Nearly all of the big
mines of the west are in operation
constantly durlng the 24 hours of
every day and the seven days ot
overy week, A great mining plant
does not shut down on the Fourth
of July or even Christmas. The men

are driving the drills, the “shots” are
being fired, the broken ore shoveled
into cars and carrled out through
the shaft or tunnel, and the DbIig
milis are grinding, pounding and roar-
ing for 366 days in the year. The
miner who works steadily has no
variation in his life. He I8 as far
away from the world as the sallor at
sea, and the conditions are far more
propitious for the birth and growth
of superstitions.

Suddenly, in the never-ceasing drip,
drip of the water, he hears some
sound—the regular ring of a hammer
not far from him, He is puzzled, for
he knows that he is alone in that
part of the mine. Never doubting the
accuracy of his understanding, he
takes hia candle from the rock and
tramps through the tunnel toward the
sound of the drilling. He stops to
listen. It seems above and he climbs
up into a “raise,” where ore has been
taken down from above the tunnel,

The drilling ceases., The miner
stops in surprise, He is alone, 500
feet below ground, except for this un-
known companion. There {8 a mo-
memt of silence, intensified, it seems,
by the drip, drip, drip of the water and
the utter darkness. -

Not far ahead the miner suddenly
hears a new sound. SBome one is walk-
ing rapidly through the tunnel with
a regular tread, splashing In the mud
and water. The miner, his candle at
his side, qulekly follows. He almost
runs in his haste to find his compan-
fon. But the tramp and splash of the
unknown feet are always just ahead
of him. He stops and shouts:

“Hey! Who are you, there?"

No answer comes, and he calls
again and again, Still he hears in
the darkness the, tread and splash of
the phantom feet, All at once a
strong man is filled with fear, He
begins to tremble and grow cold and
then, in a panic of dread. he turns and
flees, stumbling and plunging through
the tunnel to the shaft.

And the mine has mysterions voices,
too., A veteran miner tells of a
strange warning which came to him
once and a narrow escape from death.
He was working in a mine in Montana
in charge of the pumps, which were
kept constantly going to keep the
mine from filling with water. When
pach crew or “shift” of men finished
work he would regularly make an in-
spection of the five pumps which were
‘n operation.

The ore was lifted from this mine
on an inclined shaft. The cars, which,
*un on wheels up such a sghaft, are
called “skips," and it was the break-
Ing of a “skip"” which came near be-
ing fatal that night. The pump in-
spector had visited four of the pumps
and was about to start down the shaft
to the fifth, which was 500 feet below
ground, when, as he tells me, he felt
a peculiar feeling of fear and a volce
directly over his shoulder said to him:

“Don't you go down that shaft to-
night!™

The miner stopped. He seemed al-
most to feel the breath of the volce
against his cheek, Then he told him-
self he was foolish to heed any imag-
inings, and he went down to the
pump. When he reached the 500-foot
level he began at once his Inspection
of the machinery. Back in the tunnel,
which extended away in the darkneas,
the water stood nearly filling the pas-
siage, over a man's head in depth,

A hundred feet above an ore car
filled with tons of rock was emptied
into a “skip,! which was started up
the inclined shaft toward the surface.
A moment later the man working at
the pump heard a crashing, a terrific
rattling sound. He realized at once
that the “'skip" had broken, and that
the tong of rock were tumbling
toward him down the shaft. Instine-
tively he flattened himself agalnst the
wall, and the rock came llke an ava.
lanche, Most of it he escaped, but
heavy pleces struck his  shoulders,
cansing painful bruises, But that was
not the worst.

Soon the air was filled with hiss-
Ing steam. The load of ore in its fall
had broken a steam pipe above, and
the inspector knew that In a few min.

utes more he would be smothered.
The steam was blinding. It was hot
and stifling In his nostrils and his
jungs. But he had little time to
think. Only one course was open.
He plunged into the icy water of the

tunnel and swam off into the dark-
NesH,

Then the break in the steam pipe

was discovered by those above. An
engineer turned a valve and stopped
the hot vapor's flow. The inspectar,
geeing that the cloud of steam had
diminished, swum back to the shaft
and rang a signal bell, A ear was
lowered and he rode to the surface
weak with his bruises, And now ].t;
does not doubt the volee that spoke
to him over his shoulder

t . had sajd:
Dou't go down the shgft to-night!”




