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GENERAL JOHN M. THAYER

SKETCH OF THE DISTINGUISHED NEBRASKAN
WHO RECENTLY DIED AT LINCOLN

HIS LONG AND EVENTFUL CAREER IN THIS STATE

Coming to the Commonwealth in 1854, He Took
Up Farming but was Soon Called to Military
and Civic Duties for State and Nation.

Born In Billingham, Masa.,, January | them ‘one wide swath of destruction.

24, 1520,
Graduated from Brown unlversity,
1841.
Settled in Nebraska in 1854, I
Brigadier general and major general |
of territorin. forces operating against

the Indians from 1855 to 1861,
Colonel of Nebraska troops in elvil

war and brigadier United
States volunteers,
Member of Nebraska's first consti

tutionnl convention, 1860,

general

United States senator {from Neb-
raska, 1867-1841,
rovernor of Wyoming territory,

18769,
Department commander Nebraska G. |
A, R, 1556,
Governor of Nebraska, 1887-01,

"The following sketeh of the life and
publie services of Gen, J. M. Thaver,
who recently died at his home In Lin-)
coln, at the age of eighty-slix, Is taken
from the Omaha Bee:

i to govern the territories,
| nor ——— wias already mollow and get.

It wns on this expedition that young
Thayer first found uge for that declsion

|of character that has marked his ca-

reer.
Guard for a Governor.

At the end of a two days' march he
was overtaken by the governor with a
demijoin of whiskey in his traveling
ambulance—a class of bhaggage mueh
affected by the gentlemen whom
Plerce and Buchanan used to send out
Now, gover-

ting more so, and Thayver foresaw
troubla If in that state he should as-
sert his authority as exwofficio com-
mander-in«chief, Accordingly, he emp-
tied the demijohn and put the gover-
nor under guard till he should sober
off. But, watching his chance, the
governor got the ear of Thayer's sec-
ond in command and gave his flrst
military order: “Colonel,” guoth the
gullant governor, “vou will take sev-
enty-five men and procesd to Colum-

GENERAL JOHN

John Milton Thayer was born at Bel
Mngham, Mass,, January 24, 1820, ot
good old ecolonlal stock, both his grand:
fathers having held commissions in
Washington's army. He was the young-
est son of Captaln Elins and Ruth
(Staples) Thayer, and, with eight older
brothers and sisters, wag farm-bred
He entered DBrown college in Sepr
tember, 1837, On graduating in 1841
he entered the law office of the Hon. |
Isanc Davis of Worcester, of the class |
of 1882, and for forty years a mem-
ber of the corporation, and on finishing
his law studies he spent some years in
Washington as a practitioner in land
clalms, penslons and the like.

Meantime he had formed the part-
pership of his life. During his second
vears in college he had taken three
months off to teach a rural school in
what was then Seekonk, and thus met
his fate In the person of Miss Mary
Torrey Allen, whose father, Rev, John
Allen, was pastor of a c¢hurch in the
neighborhood. They were married two
years after young Thayer's gradua-
tlon—to walk together happily through
his whole publie Jife, until he brought
her back in broken health to lnok onoe
more on the dear families elms and

breathe her last breath in  the old
home at Bellingham. Of six children
born to them, two sond, John M.

Thayer, Jr.,, and Dann Thayer, alone
purvive,
Comes to Nebraska.

Mr. Thayver removed to Nebraskn in
1854—the same year that saw his
classmate, Frieze, take up his life-work
in Michigan; and thongh at once ad.
mitted to the Nebraska bar, it was with
no intent to practice. Rather his heart
was set on the ealling to which he was
born, and with a world of virgin soll
ahout him, where to choose, he prompt-
ly sot his stakes and went to farming.

But the sword wns more in demand
than the plowshare, just then and
there: and the first termtorial lerisla-
ture (1864, 18565) made young Thaver
brigadier general in command of the
forces levied agalnst the redskinsg, who
were as usual on the warpath, For
the following six years he had enough
to do In protecting the scattered plo-
neers and keeping the Indians within

bounds—a task that required all his
courage and dplomacy, Twlee at
least he had to deal with g general

outhreak. and once with less than 200
men he rounded up the whole Pawueas
nation strong, including 1,500
fighting men—when they rafded
the Elkhorn valley and behind

-5.000
had

left

M. THAYER.

bug and bring four bags of flour and

twenty harrels of whiskey!” When
thiz order was reported to the young
brigadler, that offlcer simply sald:

“Colonel you will take no orders from
anyvone but myself,” Then he placed
the governor in his ambulance between

two trusty soldiers and resumed his
midnight mareh upon the enemy's
trall, 8o the redskins were rounded

up and reconeentrated for good and all
—it was the last Pawnee outbreak;
and the general was never court-mar-
tialed for putting the commander-in-
chiel' under arrest,

In the Civil War.

At this juneture the civil war came
on, and the young Indian fighter found
a larger field for his talents and ex-
perlence, Under Abraham Lincoln’s
first eall for 300,000 men, he raised a
full regiment, 1,000 strong, in the new
territory whose total population was
harely 28.000; and of this First Regi-
ment of Nebraska Volunteers he was
commissioned colonel, Reporting with
hig regiment to General Fremont, then
commanding at St. Louls, he was at
once sent to re-inforee Grant who, with

three regiments, was holding Pilot
Kuohb, then threatened by Hardee at
the head of 7,000 Confederates, From

hig first meeting with Grant, whom he
found simply elad and smoking a clay
pipe in his farm louse headugarters
they were warm friends. For two
vears Thayver served under Grant's
immeadiate command and he wns among
the first to recognize the real greatuness
ol tne man, Thelr close relations were
renewed whn the one was in the White
House and the other in tpe senate, and
were broken only by the great com-
mander's death,

Wins His Star,
For gallant
gon and

gervices at Fort Donel-
Shiloh, Thaver was made a
brigadier general, and later brevetted
major general: he led a storming col-
nmn against the Vieksburg bluffs at
Chirkasaw Bayon, in Sherman’s expe
dition up the Yazoo: had his hHorse
shot from under him at the taking of
Arkansas post; nnd served through the
siere of Vickshnrg unden After
Viekshurg, he was transferrad to the
Department of Arkansas and presently

Grant,

nsgigned to the command of the Dis
trict and Army of the Frontler; sne
cessfully defended Fort Smith. and
commanded a divislon iu the battle of
Jenking Ferry

General Thaver was a good soldier
and he knew well enough what the

war meant; indeed, he antleipated the

f
|

emancipation proclamation, "In the
winter of 1861, while still a colonel, 1
received an order from n general offi
cer to have my camp searched for n
runaway slave and to return him §
found to his master, who brought the
order, There was an Ilssue for me, 1
gald to the slaveshunter: ‘You shall
not take this man back to bondage, and
I give you five minutes to get outslde
my lines.' He did not nesjtate about
going. I kept the alave at headguar
ters that night, and next morning |1
loaded him with supplies gnd sent him
rejolcing on his way to freedom.” And
that was not the first nor the last
time he took the bull by the horns,

Saved Lives of Soldiers.

An inecident worthy of mention In
hig career occurred when his regiment
was siationed at Leavenworth. News
came from Independence, Mo, that
four unlon soldiers had been eaptured
by the rebels and wera held as spies,
awalting death, General Thayer de-
termined to gave them and accordingly
bhonrded the boat and went down the
river to Independence with his com-
pany. Thoey proceeded at once to the
jall and demanded the release of the
four union soldiers which wns glven
them. QGeneral Thayver took them to
Fort Leavenworth and gave them their
liherty,

After the War.

At the close of the war he returned
to Nebraska and became g member of
the first constitutional convention in
1866. He took a leading part in secur-
fng the admission of the new state,
and was chosen one of {ts first senators
in congress. In this high office he
served four years (1867-71), including
the stormy session of Andrew John-
son's impeachment and the earlier part
of Grant's first term. After leaving
the senate he was sppointed by his
old commander to be governor of
Wyoming territory. and held that of-
fice some four years (1875:0). In 1886
he waa elected governor of Nebraska,
and in 1888 +was re-elueted, and, al-
though not a candidate at the follow-
Ing election, he became, in fact, the
first and only third-term governor in
the history of the state. It eame about
in this wise: James 1. Boyd, who car-
ried the state in 1800, was not only a
democrat, but a horn Irishman. He
had come to Nebraska as a minor with
his father, and neither of them had
ever taken out natnralization papers,
though the son had always been an
active politiclan and was at the time
mayor of Omaha,

Leaves Governor's Chair,

Governor Thaver deeclined to turn
over, the office to hiim, and clalmed to
be governor de faeto pnd de jure until
a suecesgor should he elected and duly
qualified, Tho Issue was tried on a
writ of ouster hefore the state su-
preme court, and the governor's con-
tention was sostained, but, on appeal
to the federal supreme conrt, that tri-
bunal, by a majority of one, reversed
the deeision and seated Mr. Boyd—
some of the justices elaiming that the
enabling act made all residents cltizens
of the new state, while Chief JTustice
Fuller held that Boyd was de facto a
citizen, Inasmuch as he had heen vot-
ing and occasionally holding office
evor sinee the admission of the state
into the union. TIn accordance with
this decision Governor Thayer turned
the offica over to Mr, BDoyvd short!y he-
fore the expiration of his unsought
third term, in 1802,

His Domestic Life.

Gen, Thayver wns prominently Iden-
tified with the Grand Army of the Re-
public and John M. Thayer post Iis
named in his honor. General Thayer
was commnander of the state denart-
ment of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lHe in 1879,

The domestie life of the great Ne-
bragkan was an exceedingly happy
one. His wife, to whom ho was mar-
ried in 1843, died in 1892,

During his long and eventful pablie
eareer he always had been a repuhlican
and advoeated republican prinelples.

Since his retirement from publie
Iife he was a frequent and welcome
visitor at the state eanitnl and his
words of wigdom frognently have been
heard in the administrative ecounsels.

A Soirit of Reconcillation.

LINCOLN—The visit of C. . Diet-
rich of Hastings, ex-serator and ex-
governor, recnlls one of the interesting
eplsodes in the lfe of the late Gen-
eral John M. Thaver Beeranse of
doubt eoncerning the citizenshipn of
wovernor-elect James B, Boyd in 1801,
Govarnor Thaver rofused {o turn over

the office until the supreme  conrt
ghonld say whether Boyd had heen
properly naturalized or not. The fend

heeame bhitter and when finnl deelslon
had been reachad and Bovd
elleible for the position the

ileelnred
twn mon

had become the most  Irreconcilible
enemies, They refused to gpeal and
the common enurtesies petween men

were forgotton,

In 1001, when Governor Detrieh was
living In the governor's mansion. he
Invited all the livine ax.eove rmnre tn

dinner at his home In Lineoln, Bovd,

Poynter, HMoleomb, Furnng, Crounse
and Thayer wers present
Thayer was the Inst to arrlve and
he tnok off his econt in the hall he anx
longly nsked Governor Dietrieh i
Bovd was present,

“He 18" eaid the governor, “and 1
belleve he will he #lnd to gee vou, 1
hope that yon and Gowvi

General

ns

ronor Novd will

forget forever the pavt inplensant
ness."’

“T hope go, ton," re Ied the aged
veteran,

As Governor Dietrieh and his enost
entered the parlor, ex-Governor Rovd
wns the firat to o nnd groet Oeneral
Thayer The twn ' hook hands
long and ecordialls tream
ed down the chies i e old zeneral
The reconciliatinn w mplet fand
the two men ever afiepward spoke of
each other with  great  respect and

friendship,

Combined Escutcheons of
Longworth and Roosevelt
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The ROOSLVELT IONEWORLIE CQAT o> ABMN®

Alfred Radway, the English heraldic |
expert, has executed and presented to |
President Roosevelt an {lluminated |
copy of the combined escutcheons of |
Nicholas Longworth and hils bride,

The Longworth arms show on a sil-

vor ghield, three black dragona’ heads.
The Roogevelt arms are three red
roses on a green hillock. The crest
I8 & boar's head, holding in the mouth
a aword,

SOME COSTLY BANQUETS

Many Thousands of Dollars
Spent by People of Wealth
for Single Repasts.

Three hundred dollars, half a year's
income for hundreds of thousands of
clerks, for a single meal! Such was
the regal hospitality with which Mr,
and Mrs, Jobhn Hanan entertained
forty of their friends at a house-warm-
ing dinner In New York a few weeks
ago. The dinner, we are told, was an
exact reproduction of a banguet given
fn Paris during the seventeenth cen-
tury by the Duke of Alva in honor of
the birth of the Prince of Asturins,
The forty guests at this Lueullan
foast dined off plates of solld gold;
and for souvenlirs of such a memor-
able banquet each lady carried away
a small clock of gold and each man

gported a gold flower-holder in his
buttonhole.
Such costly hospitality as this

ralses the Interesting question, “How
much of the $300 per guest was spent
on the food alone?” and the answer
ig rather surpriging, M, Escoffler, a
chef of world-wide reputation, says:
“As far ag the food itself is concern-
ed, and apart from wines and decora-
tions, you could not make a menu
cost more than $15 a head for four
people without being eccentrie.” Such
a menu, which would satisfy the most
exacting of epicures, would include
the most costly dellcacies the world
can supply, such as swallows' nests
from China; oursing, a kind of cray-
fish caught in the Meaediterranean;
caviare from Russia, sturgeon from
the Volga, and terrapin,

Another famous chef fixes $20 as
the cost of the most expensive din-
ner he could provide—in food' alone,
“In any dinner in which ecommon
sense Is taken into account,” he says,
“the food alone would not cost you
more than $20 a cover; that is, with-
out wines, decorations or atlendance.”

It is thus clear that any one who
is prepared to entertain his friends at
the cost of $156 or §20 a head could
provide for them as good a dinner as
the man who counts his fortune in
tens of millions of dollars, and that |
any expenditure beyond this relative-
Iy modest figure is, apart from wines,
lavished on externals, and principally

| nelghbor

on decorations, [

Thus, at a dinner which cost $50 a |
head, given not long ago by a million
alre to celebrate a remarkahle run of
luck at Monte Carlo, the ‘walls of tlie
dining room were surrounded by
peach trees and vines, from which the
guests gatherad the growing fruit for
dessert; and In the center of the to-
ble a fountaln of rose-water plashed
in a verltable archard of dwarl fruit
trecs,

At another dinner of elghteen cov
ers, which cost in all 13,000, or over
3720 a cover, the dining room wns
converted into a natural grape arbor,
from which the fruit hung In hundreds
of tempting bunches. There wore
dwarf trees from Japan, each boaring
its burden of seductive fruit, the rar-
est exotles from all parts of the world
and fountains in which fish swam.

Not long ago a ern millionaire
entertained thirty of his friends at a |
banquet for which he paid $8.000, at

WwWae

leagt fifteen times the actual cost of
the dinner itselld. One charming fen- |
ture of the meal wis a centerplece of
3,000 American Beauty roses nesitling
among muldenhalr ferns, Bach rose
of the 3,000 cost the host 75 cents

A notable dinner of this extrava
gant type was glven at Delmonleo's
gome years ago by a Mr, Luckmeyer

In the center of the table was & min
lature lake with ielels, among which
swans floated., The dinner conslsated
of nine courzes only, but they com
prised the rarest and most costly dell
cacies the whole warld could provide;

and the cost of the feast wos $12,500,
or about §106 for evach of the geventy-
filva snunsts

BATH'GOOD FOR HUMAN LUNGS.
As Necessary for Health as Cleansing
of the Body. ¢

Returning from t(he theatre via the
Subway, Dr. Henry Russell of the up-
per West Slde, with his wife and a
whom he had met on the
train, walked over to Rivergide Drive
nt the physielan's request, to “take
a lung bath,” as he expressed it.

"Our lings, quite as well as our bhod-
ies, need baths,” sald he, “specinlly
do they need a bath after we have sat
for three or four hours In the Impure
an dstale alr of a theatre or o chureh,
Then, If we could see (hem, our lungs
would look as unsightly as the face of
a conl heaver looks after a hard day's
work,

"“Alr, pure alr, {8 the cleanser of the
lungs, and to bathe them the head
should be thrown back, and through
the nostrils pure, fresh air should be
inhaled, till the lungs are distended
to their ntmost Hmit. About twenty-
five of the deepest possible lungsfuls
of pure air should be slowly Inhaled
and exhaled, Then the pure alr rushes
Hke a torrent throungh all the dusty
crannies and hidden, grimy corners of
the lungs, and It carrles out with it
avery impurity.

“After a long sitting In a theatre's
stale air, try a lung bath. You will he
amazed to find how it will eheer and
strengthen you."—New York Press.

Tried to Conceal His Feelings.

The late President Samunel Q. Bart-
lett of Dartmouth was a man who
keenly appreeiated repartee, whether
turned upon himself or some one else.
At a college gathering recently this
story was told as an illustration of his
temperament:

Barron Shirley, now a prominent
lawyer In Franklin, N. H,, was called
before President Bartlett when a stu-
dent at the college for remarks he had
passed because of a ruling of the Fae-
ulty. The matter was regarded as
serlous, and there was danger of
young Shirley's expulslon,

“Sir,” sald Presldent Bartlett, stern-
ly, “I understand you have been ex-
pressing your contempt for the Fac-
ulty."”

“No, slr,” replied Shirley, as quick
as a flash, “I have always done my
best to tonceal It.”

President Bartlett looked into the
young student's eyes, then chuekled
and said: "You may go, sir.”

Women in the Great West,

Girls, too, here prove thelr eapaelty,
for I saw a house that a girl built her-
solf, Bhe took up a claim, worked it
all alone, buflt her own house, and In
a vear more wlll have "proved up"
and become a property owner in her
own right. We heard of several more
such instances, and vigited one neat
little house, shining clean, with a
waoniden floor on which the neighbors
loved to dance, and a windmlill near
by pumplng gallons and gallons of
good water into big tanks for the ben-
efit of the many cattle and piga. It
was set by the roadside, offering bless-
Ings to every passer-hy. This ranch,
comprising a full sectlon—that Is, one
mile—had heen taken up by
two young men and thelr two slsters,

suare

ench filing on a guarter, The girls
farmed, the boys ralsed cattle. Al
were successful.—M, F. W., In Harp-

or's Bazar.
African Park for Elephants,

A society which ealls itself “The
Elephant's Friend” has been founded
in Paris. It has for 1ta ohject the pro-
tection of the Alrlean elephant, which

with extermination by
who now swarm the no
longer dark continent

Is threatened
the hunters

It I8 proposed to found in the center
of the Afrlesn coutlnent a sort of
park which would serve as a range for
wild  gamie he regulatlons concern-
ng which will be founded upon those
sizting In Yellowstone Park.

Not anly elephants wlll be accorded

! pr, bt asvium will glv-

also be

en to gliraffes, zebras and other harm-
liwe rrantnroan
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JUSTICE BROWN WILL RETIRE.

Fears Continuation of Judiclal Dutles
May Cause Blindness,

Asmocliate Juatice Henry Billings
Brown of the United States Supreme
conrt Intends (o rotire from the bench
and bhas notifed Presldent Roosevelt
to that effect.

Justlee Brown was 70 years old on
March 2. Having reached that age
and having served ten yours ns a
member of the Sapreme  beneh, he
was privileged to retire on full pay.
Although sirong and vigorons bodily
and mentally, Justice Brown has been
troubled with falllng gight, and he has
felt that a continuance of his judicial
dutiea might eause him to become
blind.

He will serve through the present
term of court and probably will retire
In the fall. He oxpects to travel In
Europe during the summer.

Justlee Brown wag born at South
Lee, Mnss, In 1834, graduated from
Yale when 20 years old, and, after
gtudylng law at the Yale and Har-
vard law schools, was admitted to the
bar In Wayne county, Mich., In 1860,
From 1861 to 1868 he served as depuly
United States marshal and assistant
Unlted States attorney for the east-
ern distriet of Miehigan, and then be-
came judge of the state Circult court
of Wayne county.

He served only a few months, when
he returned to the practice of law In

JISTICE HENKY B A q
8.
In 1876

Pregident Grant appointed him Unlit
od States Judge for the eastern dis-

Detroit In partnership with John
Newborry and Ashley Pond.

triet of Michlgan, and in December,
1890, President Harrison appointed
him asesoclate justice of the Unlted
sStates Supreme court,

THINK TOO MUCH OF “NERVES.)"
Mistake Made by People and Physi-
cians of To-day.

What a fine thing it would have
been for the human race had physl-
clars  never discovered anything
about the nervous system or invented
gucl terms as “nervous prostration”
or "nervous dyspopsia.” It makes one
green with envy to think of those for-
mer times when people knew little or
nothing about anatomy and when they

called  things by thelr right
NAMESs, When they were il
tempered or jealous or mel-

ancholy they sald they were, instead
of putting everything on the poor
nerves as we do now., When physi-
clans are called in and find them-
selves at a loss to know just what is
the matter with patient—and even the
very cleverest of them sometimes do
find themselves In that humiliating
position—they can always fall back
upon “nerves,” with the certainty that
the patlent will gulte agree with them
and also that he will immediately jus-
tify the diagnosis by having a nerv-
oug attack of some sort—Charleston
News and Courler,

SCIENTIFIC FACT AND THEORY.
Too Many Vagaries Indulged In by
the Thinkers.

That the human race will become
blind through the effects of the elec-
trical current so abundantly generat-
ed for modern uses is the startling
proposition of an alleged sclentist of
Chicago. We are of the opinion that
this statement should be classed
among the vagaries of sclence, There
never was n time when real sclence
commanded more respect, or, to dems
onstrated truths, more unguestioning
bellef than the present, This Is shown
by the Innumerable instances of ap
plied seience In all branches of indus
try. But scientifie demonstrations are
one thing and scientific speculations
are quite another, In fact, real sck
entists do not indulge in the latter,
They anvounce conclusions as the re
gult of patient and thorough research,
but they do not promulgate long-range
gpeculations or fantastic theories,—

Indianapolis News,

French President a Music Lover,

M. Fuallleres, the new FPresident of
France, is a capital billlard player,
having succumbed to the fascinations
of the gnme long ago He 18 the first
Presldent to 4 j'ti" but he
hias a fine taste for musie, which Lous
bot Faure, Grevy MacMahon and
Thiers, who were all smokers, notably
lncked, President Fallleres shares M,
Lonbet's enthuslasm for shooting, and
is a petter skot than President Carnot,
who once at a slicoting party In Rom
boulllet severely “peppered’” Gen, Brue
gere,

tobacoo,




