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HOLIDAY MATINEE TURNED IN FEW

o

"

MINVTES TO FEARFVL TRAGEDY

564 PERSONS DIE IN FIRE IN CHICAGO THEATER

Men, Women and Children Burned, Suffocated or Trampled Beneath
Rushing Feet---People in Galleries Cut Off from All Escape and
Await an Awful Fate.-.Firemen and Police in Heroic Rescue
Work---Bndies Found Piled in Heaps.

The story of the destruction of the
Iroquole theater by fite on the after
noon of Dee. 30, by whieh 600 lives
were lost, Is as follows:

The theater was nlmost in darkness
in the second naet, The stage was
lghted only by the soft artificlal
beams from the calclum, which lent
heauty to the seene during the sing-
Ing of “The Pale Mooniight” by the
louble sextet,

the fliimsy draperies, started
gpark from the calcium, .
screamed hyy terically. The sir_ .,
stopped Hhu"“. but with prege'ce of
mind the df; ‘lw" e the vol

by  a
A show gl

A flash of flame shot across thl‘rmgh(

ased

ume of the gfisic.
Scores TOf:e in their seats as the
5“‘8(;!

mangivar shouted an order for a
continuabily;, of the song. It was
obeyed The brave

vith feeble hearts.

Crush at
girls forced tlle words from their
throats until two of their number

swooned, The andience could no lon-
ger be controlled.
Reassuring Words in Vain.

Eddie Foy, the principal comedian,
rished from the wings to thé foot-
lights, but his words of reassurance
were dn valn, Clonds of smoke poured
from the stage ino the auditorium, en-
veloping the struggling mass of pan-
le-gtricken men, women and children.

Belhind the gecenes all was confusion.
It required bt a moment to percelve
vhat the fire had pgone too far to bhe
conquered by the amateur fire brig-
ade formed by the stage hands.

In the dressing-rooms as high as the
#ixth story were the scores of girls
of the ballet, At the first alarm the
clovator flad from his post and
the flames soon shot upward In the
winges and made escape by the narrow
stairwayvs impossible,

The screams and groansg of despalr
from the imprisoned zirvls in the upper

bay

rows of dressing-roomsg came w the
ears of the more fortunate below as
they rushed to the stage doors., Some

stopped Tor a brief moment, thinking
to glve aid, but the clouds of smoke,
prowing denser and depser, forced
them to flee, Thelr escape even then
wns miraculous.

Escape from Stage Easy.

Those who hntl been singing on the
stage cecaped easily. Two of thelr
numbel
in the arms ot others, and were
revived [ 1l in the rear of the
theater. Inm oo terrifiecd and hye
group the girls chiaterod in the narrow

the
alley

sterical

PaARBRED
had sisters and all had iriends
Wazing building. The bittey
plereed  them through

they were olad only in
neeks and
Nevertheless

SO
in the
cald and
thtough, o
their thin

wholly

FtHE vns, with

arms CXpasged,
they bad to be dragged from their sta
tion in the alley and into neighboring
stores,

The

Wlackened bodies which chokeidl

the alsles and stairways, the lines of
pollcemen and flremen careyving llmp
forms from the bullding, the overtaxed

hospitals, the rows ef dead and dying

in the surrounding huildinegs, which
woere thrown open to the sufforers, 1oll
hriefly the tale, Only a4 few of the
heartrendinzg  Incldent will ever b
lkrown

Macs of Struggling Humanity.

The firgt seconds of the rosh for
life w quiet, say those who jive 1w
tell the tale, Few i any in that throne
el lired what WaR [0 Come, Thes
thought only of themselves and th
deay ones as they pushed and strae
ied for every Ineh aus they advanced
towamnl the exity,

It was but a moment until the sialr.
ways leading from the baleonsy were #
mass of sireglinge |1|iIu£I!IU_\. with
Gl beddod constantiy pushing
closer and feghting o get out Those
fn tho van, unable to keep their foot-
ing, fell headlong Fhoge behind fel)
over the prostrate forms, crushing
A7l iffocating them

The scene was then o veritahle bBed
lam Waomen and children weri in
majority in the fghting crowd, anil

who hat talnted were ecarried 1

their'ghrieks of agonlzing fear mingled
with lh,uq;l.'rmms of the dying the pray-
ers of gupplication. In those dark mo-
ments fpoor gouls who had perhaps
long pinheeded religion called upon
thelr, God,

Motlhers Plead for Babes.

Women selzed thelr babes In thelr
nr_[‘_»_.- and frantically clung to them, be-
se gching ears that were deaf to en-
)V:“-ur;-' to save them from the terrible
r fate impending. Had the others been
s0 disposed they could not have given
the assistance so piteously besought.

In the last hope, born of desperation,
‘c‘ ;ores climbed to the ralling and

@l to the pit of the theater, many
fou below. Their mangled bodies
were _ound long afterward when the
smoke cléeared away and the firemen
could grope thelr way with lanterns
Into the grewsome house of death.

Second Balceny.

1 The dense smoke quickly roze to the
top and added new horror to  tho
grastly spectaecle. To a seore of those
who had sought to jump from the gal-
lery the smolke was kind, for it brought
death more quickly, Their  bodies
were found hanging over the rail, their
faces distorted with agonies of death.
Firemen Quick, bhut Too Late.

From a dozen sources the alarm
went to fire headguarters, but before
the vangunrd of engines wheeled into
the sireel a dense crowd had gath-
ered in front of the theater., The fire-
men were quick to act, but hundareds
of bodies were already motionless
within the walls of the plavhounse,

An awe-stricken crowd stood fixedly
who had nearest the
| doors rushed ont thelr oves wild with
fear, These yelled “Fire!™ at the top
of their lungs, and the ery was taken
up by the crovwd and carried far into
busy State street and the other
nies of commeoerce,

None reallzed av that
had ocenrred.  Each man asked his
neighbor i there had been loss of Hie
or injury. Not until the firgt blackenei
and lmp body was borne forth in the
arms of a policeman did the enormity
! of the disaster begin to dawn on those
in the street
Raplid Growth of Death List,

In fiftesn minutes  nineteen  dead
hodies carried Then they
| come o fast that all conut was Jost,

as those

lll‘!-i]

ave-

minute

wire ount.

sLill

‘ terror to

allve, Their pitiful moans struck
the heart: who wit

nessed the seene,

ol those

A restarant next door

Fihrown oner

Wis at ounce

| that

hospilal. The long tables offered ad-
mirable means of serviee, and upon
them the bleeding, burned, and moan-
Ing Injured were lald,

Within a block are a dozen great
bulldings occupicd almost exclusively
by doctors, and in a remarkably ma“t
time a groat host of physicians came
to give voluntary service to those in
distress. They saved the Jives of
scores of women and children, [rens
zled with pain, who would have died
in the street or under the Kindly shel.
ter of the neighboring Imlldln:.:.-a.'

Rush from Orchestra Seats,

The great majority of those who
occupled orchestra seats had escaped
with thelr lives, though scores were
badly hurt in the rush., Some were
knocked down, and, with broken IHlmbs,
were unable to rise, They had been
left to die with a number of women
who falnted from fright. With these
hodies were found the corpses of thosa
who had leaped from the balecony and
gallery,

In the exits of the baleony and gal-
lerles the greatest of life oce-
corred. When the firemen went to re-
move the bodies they found 100 or
more piled in indeseribable massg in
each place. The eclothes were torn
completely away from some of the
hodies. Here and there a Jeweled hand
protruded from the pile. Al the faces
weore distorted with the death agonles,
Moan from Heap of Dead.

From beneath this mangled mass of
humanity there suddenly came the
moan of & woman, It was a ery of
angulsh, not of pain. The cry, faint
though it was, pierced to the very
sonl, sounding above the yells of the

loss

firemen, the moans of agony from
within the smokefilled auditorlum,
and the shricks of grief maddened

fathers and mothers, slsters and broth-
ers in the strest without,

Trembling hands plunged their way
into the tangle of human forme. and
with a mighty effort pulled to the sur-
tace the woman—eould stieh a thing
be a human beipg?—from whose lips
had come the ery. The blackened lips

parted. and a fireman bent over her
to catch Lthe words,
Mother Love Is Uppermost.

“My child, my poor litile hoy!
“'h:-rf; is he? Oh, do bring him to
wme."”

There in that awful hour. her hody
bruised beyond recognition in the mad

fight for life that followed the first
flush of flame across the stage—there
was mother love uppermost. Agzain

the trembling lips partod.

“Is he safe? Tell me he is safe and
I can die”

“"He is safe,” the fireman muttered,
and all knew his reply was best,

She died, and her body was lited
tenderly with those of the hundred
otherg in that one spot,

The ealamity was so overwhelming
the firemen and the policemen
who were the flrst to reach the upper
part of the house could not reallze its
astounding  extent, They began by

| dragging a body or two from the terpi-

what |

| small curlg of steam

| they
Mauy of those first brought out werp

Ble piles at the head of the stairways,
as I they did not know the plles were
maile of human bodies.

Gradually the full slgnficanee of the
catastrophe dawned upon them, All
tho Hghts of the theater had been ex-
tinguished, The lanterns of the fire-
men cast only a dim. glow over the
piles of dead.  Fram the bodies arose

The firemen hod
hefore they knew
were made up o humian corpses,

Throneh the tiers of dead and dving
in the bullding all about men and
women searched with frenzied faces
Now and again a searcher would nnd
for whom he looked One could

drenched the piles

tor temporary nse as a | bul turn the face from such scenes,

' Bodies Dragyed Across Alley

FELUCTANT REPUBLICAN SUP-
PORT OF THE CUBAN BILL.

President McKinley Quoted by Con- |
gressman Hepburn te Prove That
the Only Sound Reciproéity Is That
Whick Excludes Competitive Prod-
ucts,

The yumber and the names of the
Republiean representatives who voted
reluctantly and under protest for the
Cuban reclprocity bill will never be
known. It is, however, perfectly waoll
known that a large number, probably
1 majority, voted for the bill under
pressute of one gort or another and
ngainst their better judgment., Mr.
Hepburn of lowa, like the most of his
agsoclates, lacked the courage (o
vote according to his convictions and
against the bil, but he had the cour-
#ge lo say that he voted for it under
constralnt and unwillinglv, In his
specch of November 19 Mr. Hepburn
confessed that he was yvielding to co-
ercion when he said:

Mr. Chairman, | have Intimated
that [ intend to vote for this bill, and |
yet I confess 1 do it with reluetance, 1
do it hecause a large majority of my
assoclates seem to think that it (s
necessary, becanse the administration
very heartily approves of it, because
the last Republican state conventlon
0. the State of Jlowa declared in
Iavor of it, Therefore I Intend to vote
for It, but I am not satisfied with the
reasoning Indulged in by gentlemen in
support of it."”

Under ordinary circumstances peo-
e who disapprove of a measure vote
against it. 1t would seem, however,
that extraordinary cireumstances must
have impelled My, Hepburn and a hun- |
dred or more just ke him to stifle
their convietions and help enact into
law a bLill which they know to be bad
in principle and vicious in practice.
Like the gentleman from lowa, all of
trese unwlilling supporters of the Cu-
ban hill did the wrong thing with their
eves wide open. All of them In so
doing confessed that they surrendered

ACT IS NOT POPULAR |

to influences stronger than their con-
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cent of the tariff imposed on ke
products from other forelgn countries
will be [Imposed if the nill becomes &
Inw,

This would mean a reduction of one-
Half in the doty on sugar, and it would
be a more Injurions blow to the sugar
beot Industry than the proposed redue-
tion of 20 per cent In the duty on
sugar from Cuba,

There 18 no foundation for a claim
that this reduction should be made on
Philippine sugar. It would be made
at the expense of an American Indus-
try which needs protection. Iif there
I8 any merit In the protective tariff
theory at all it applies In the case of
the beet sugar Industry,

As a result of the proposed redue-
tion of 60 per cent in the tariff op
Philippine sugar, great sugar planta-
tions would be started in those Islands
and it s altogether possible that lag-

Islation wonld bo crowded through
permitting the fmportation of Chinese
labor into the archipelago for the

purpose of working such plantations.

The Philippines are costing the peo-
ple of this country milllons of dollars
every vear, and it inures to tha hene-
fit of the inhabitants of those Islands
rather than to the people of the Unit-
ed States. Certalnly we should not
be asked to go farther and destroy
one of our industries in order to make
the sugar plantations of the Philip-
pines more profitable.—Denver Repub-
llean,

To Attack the Tariff.

The malority of those who are con-
etantly sounding the pralses of recl-
procity have no other purpose except
to attack the tariff by the only means
at hand. Of course there are a few
who honestly believe that reciproeity
in competitive products is consistent
with a protective tariff. But there are
not many of that kind. Reclprocity re-
minds one of the mon who used to eall
themselves “bimetallists,” Men used
to stand around and say, "We are in
favor of the use of gold and silver
both; we are bimetalllsts.” They
would procecd to say that there was
not gold enough in the country to
make a ecurrency, therefora silver
must be used, Time demonstrated that
all such men were silver standard

A BREAK THAT THREATENS THE ENTIRE DYKE.
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selences, more potent than thelr con-
vigtions. Mr., Hepburn was neither
worse nor better than his assoclates,

s far as his vote was concerned, Thoy
werae all in the same boat,

The gpeech of the lowa congressman
was [l of good reasons for sticking
tee hiv prineiples,  He denied that we
owe anvihing to Cuba and rightly ar-
ciedd that in sacvificing many lives and
ar four hundred milllons of
treasure we ineuarred no moral obliga-

three

Lon W assassinate any of our own
industries for Cuba's henefit. e de-
elared bWis bellel in Republican reel- |

procityv—mnamely, non-competitive recl
procity, the reejiprocity that Mcekinley
vlvoeated in the last speech he "\.t"l"
nttered ;

“We should talke from oar
irs such of their prodacts #&s
use without harm to our industries
lahor

“Phat,” said
“ig what William MceKinley sald
then he asked:

“What Is there In that that glves
onecouragement to men who elalm that

Custom
wWe can

and

Congressman Hepburn, |
" And

the eompetitlve artieles, the article
that does harm to our industries or
toes harm to our labor, I8 to bhe the

sibjeet of reclprocal agreement?”

And yot Congressman Hephurn vao!
e for the Cuban Lill But sa did
sc mething over a bundrod Hepublican
in the Houss There was applause
pnd approval on the Republican sids

when the aloguent spealior dopreeated

the demoeratle froe trade policy whieh
“looks to the support of peaple be

vond the seas rather than to the Inteor

oal and happiness of ounr own peoapla

It was o fine sentiment finely expre

e, And wyvet Mr. Hepburn and more

than a hundred others of his party

voted to do that identieal thing; voted
in the intergst ol “people beyond the
reoag, rather than to the Interest anid
nappiness of our own people.’”  Like
the reluctant dame described by By |
ron |

‘Al whi *ring I will ne'er consenl
Consgentc ’

Philippine Tariff Reductions.

Senator Lodge has Introduced a hill
lacing all Pl .'Ir-jl.']l' 1-!H-JIH'I 3 om the
ron Hist, excopt sugar and tonbacen,

and on thege a duly of anly 50 per |
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men.

In thig Instance time will dew-
onstrate that the radical advocates of

reciprocity  will
the Democratic
Capital,

land in
Moinoy

necessarily
party,—Des

Wauid Injure Eighty Per Cent.
Senator Alllson is an acknewlodgoed
anthority on economics, He always
knows what he is talking about. He
says that only 20 per cent of goods are
made by trusts in this eountry, and he
deals in facts because he Knows.  In
other words the tariff has nothing to
do with the formation of trusts. The
tarkit Is intendoed Lkeep  countries
where labor and materinl are cheap
from flooding onr country with arti-
cles which will bankrupt our produe-

1o

| erg and force Iabor into ldlencess, Tao
remoyve the tariff, he says, from trust
mnile ponds watllil remove ]II'I;[#'('I]#!I]

from 80 per cent of goods made by in

dependent manufactnrers,  Free trad-

ers should glve this subject serlous

thought. — Davenport Republican,
Hangs to Calamity.

The Waterloo TimesTribune is a
truly Domocratic newspaper, Undeor a
bloek head entltle;! “Hot shot for the
prosperity makern It publishes p col
umn or o calamlty hems, Sinee the
miscrable failure of the last Cleyveland
adminkstration It i wonderful with
wliat tenpalty the Democeratic party
hin to cilamity Vinton  (lown)
Eagl

The Better Way.

The cn=o g eoleag It is Dbetler to
protect your own and take chances on
other natlons hiuving of you than 1o
throw apon your induastries to forelegn
competition, with the possibility of
not producipe any manufactures
which they want to purchase.—Troy
Times,

Which?
The Demaerals

clalm that free trade |

will capture the trade of the world for |
the United States. To do so 1t will be
necessary 1o cut the incomes of Amer
lean wage-carners on & level with une

dorpald Torelgn labor
e fe

IRepubitieniy

gentlomen?  Davenport (lawa)

Whileh do you |
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Height of Wheel and Draft of Wagon.

This I8 a subject regarding which
there s conslderable difference of
apinlon, says a bulletin of the U. 8§,
Department of Agriculture. The Mis-
sourl Statlon has put the matter to
practical test in a serles of trials
made on macadam, gravel, and dirt
ronds In all conditions, and on mead-
ows, pastures, cultivated flelds, stub-
ble land, ete. With a net load of 2,000
in nll cases, three sets of
wheels” “were™ _tested, as follows:
“Standard—front whe®js, 44 Inches;
rear wheels, 66 inches. MedYom—{front
wheels, 36 Inches; rear wheels, 40
Inches. Low—front wheels, 24 inches;
rear wheels, 28 inches.” The results
obtalned and concluslons reached
were, in brlef, as follows:

For the same load, wagons with
wheels of standard helght drew light-
er than those with lower wheels. The
difference in favor of the standard
wheels was greater on road surfaces
In bad condition than on good road
surfaces. Low wheels cut deeper ruts
than those of standard helght. The
vibratlon of the tongue Is greater In
wagons with low wheels, For most
purposes wagons with low wheels are
more convenient than those of stand-
ard height. Wagons with broad tires
and wheels of standard height are
cumbersome and require much room
In turning. Diminishing the helght of
wheel to from 30 to 36 Inches in front
and 40 to 44 inches in the rear did
not inerease the draft in as great pro-
portlon as it Increased the conven-
fence of loading and unloading the or-
dinary farm freight. Diminishing the
helght of wheels below 30 inches front
and 40 inches rear increased the draft
in greater proportion than it gained in
convenience. On good roads, increas-
Ing the length of rear axle, so that
the front and rear wheels will run in
different tracks to avoid euntting ruts;
idld not Increase the draft. On sod,
cultivated ground, and bad roads
wagons with the rear axle longer than
the front one drew heavier than one
having both axles of the same length.
Wagons with the rear axle longer than
the front one raguire wider gateways
and more careful drivers, and are, on
the whole, very inconvenient and not,
to be recommended for farm use. The
best form of farm wagon Is one with
axles of egual length, broad tires, and
wheels 30 to 36 Inches high in front
and 40 to 44 Inches behind.

Application of Fertilizers.

The question as to how fertilizers
ghould be applied Is somewhat diffi-
cult to answer because It depends on
a number of conditlons, especially the
kind of fertilizer and the amount to be
usad, Phosphorle acld and polash,
even In water soluble forms, do not
leach out of the soll to any apprecia-
ble extent. On the contrary, they do
not distribute themselves well enough,
and therefore should be applled to
some depth, Nitrogen, on the other
hand, finally leaches out of the soll un-
less taken up by the roots of plants.

In some materlals, however, It (8
much less readily soluble than in
others. Tankage, for example, should
be applled deep, and it s well to mix
cotton-seed meal and blood with the
goll; but nitrate of soda and ammo-
nium sulphate should nearly always
Le applled ns surfacoe dressings. Only
oane applieation is advised for ammo-
ninm sulphate, but when large guan-
titles, over 200 pounds to the acre, of
nitrate are to be used, two applica-
tions of 100 pounds each are often
made to advantage, one when the
plants are fArst coming up and the
other two or three weeks later. Pot-
ash salts when used in quantity, 100
pounds or more to the acre, ara well
applied in the fall, so that the winter,
ralns may take out the chlorine, which
when combined with either lime or
magnesia acts in a detrlmental mae-
ner to plant growth, Lime is also well
applied in the fall. Acid phosphate
when used as a top dressing may be
applied either in the fall or in the
early spring. When a small amount
of fertilizer io to be used it is best
applied as the seed |s sown or uas the
plants are set out, in the row or in the
hill or, when practicable, drilled with
crops which are drilled. As a general
rule only a heavy application of a com-
plete fertilizer, say 1,000 pounds or
more to the acre, 18 recommended to
be applied broadecast and worked into
the soll for crops which are planted
in rows.—Bulletin of Tennessee Sta-
tion,

Wisconsin Butter Makers,

Ths Wisconsin Butter Makers con-
vention is to be held at Eau Claire
on February 2 to 4 Secretary K. B.
Fulmer writes us that a great conven-
tion is expected, ns the people seem
generally interested and enthusiastio
The city In which the convention is to

be held Is located on three lines of

rallway, which means that it Is read-
fly accessible, The citizéns have al-
roady raised a purse of $300, which

will be used in swalling the prizes to
be awarded for good buttar, The sas-
gions are to be held in the Knlghts of
Pythias Hal', newly erected, and
which has a seating capacity of §00.
A good exhibit of butter-making ms-
chinery 1s aluo being arranged for,

A woman foels
ranks and statlon
tion to her own
relation 0 mea.,

the distinetlon «of
much more in rela-
sex than she does in

L




