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Lin Washingtoun.

A POET IN HER 12TH.

SHE BECAN WRITING VERSES AT

THE AGE OF SiX.

fhe Work fane by Margaret F. Manro
NKow 14 Years 01— Mar Edoeation at
Home— Hor Instinctive Tura to Rhyme
~=Love for Dolls,

N the mideummer
HSt. Nicholas, there
appeared seven
poving by a girl of
12 years. The au-
thor i= little Mar-
garet Frances Mau-
ro, of Washington,
D. C.,, now in her
fourteenth Year.
Her “Sonnet to a
Purple Pansy” fol-
lows:

- D lovely flower, loveliest of thy kind,

find,

Falr aa the purple cloud that sunset
decks,

A beanteous blossom of thy géntle
ces,

A Dbit of fragrance, budding on the

wind,
A elorchouse for the honey-gathering
bee;
Now coyly smiling with coquettish
grace,
Now with a lovely look upon thy
face,
An upward glance of grave, awecet
purity;
A drop of purple dew that gleams, then
fades,
Seta apon earth’s green breast an-
other gem,
Then, lifeless, hangs upon Its with-
ered stem.

Drops—and the grassy woodland dells

nnd glades

Know It no mora—forget it did exist—
“But in my heart, O flow'r, thou art for-

ever missed,

TO PACIFY CHRISTIANS.

MGOR. TCHAMTCHIAN,

The auspension and exile of the sul-

Turkey of the most reverend
patriarch, or metropolitan bishop. of
the Armenlan community at Constan-
tineple, rendered it needful that a *‘lo-
cum tenens’ should be appointed for
the administration of the affairs of
that church in the capital of tha Turk-
Ish empire. An ecclesiastical person-
age, Mgr. Darthelomew Telhamtchlian,

f—— - S ——————————

Perhaps the most wonderful verses
Q\tr written by a child not yet in her
‘teens are in the poem entitled “Ye
l. qance of Ye Oldenne Tyme,"” which
Morgaret wrote before she was 12
vears old, and had published in the
Septe mlmr number of St, Nicholas, The

pocm is!

MARG ARE.’I‘ FRANCES MAURO,

Besldes the almost absolute perfee-
tign of the rhyme, and the simple mu-
glc of the verses, the spelling, the syn-
tactical forwy of the lines are true to
the genius of anclent English. And yet
this littla poet, whose years preclude
the ideg of any extensive excursions
into the literature of earller times, is
uneble to tell when or where she got
the jdena for the poem. Although not
precocious in any other way, Matg
has been writing verses slnce sle was
6§ years old, She lg the daughter of
Philip Mauro, n patent lawyer,
the years of her young life, excapt onn,
when sho was abroad, have been pagsed
The child never went
inliequent Inter-

to school, except at
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vnln. an her mother preferred to edosste
her according to her own Ideas of whai |
a Httle girl should learn. At homse, |
where ahe waa surrounded by bher flow-
ors and her toys, Margaret'a poetical
nature expanded. From the time when
she was taught to hold a pen her patu-
ral Inclination was toward the writing
of verses, which, crude at first, gradual-
Iy took on rhyme and rhyth. The
flowers, the birds, the books which she
read, and the trifting (ncldenta of her
every-day life suggested to her the
jdeas which she expressed In childlah
rhyme. Even her dally hour of piane
practice, which, with the instinet of n
healthy child, she thoroughly hated,
furnighed her the theme for a poem
which she called “The Monster ‘Prac-
ticing.""” The editor of 8t. Nicholas
wrote of her In the August number ol
that magazine:

“Some of our young readers may
have ‘skipped’ the poems on pages 858
and 857, as perhaps too ‘old’ for them,
or too like poems for grown folk. But
they will turn again to them with in-
terest when thoy realize that these
verses are the work of a girl of 12—
the thoughts that come to her from her
favorite flowers and birds, and the
ezery-day experiences of childhood, As
sich, the poems are trialy remarkable
in depth of feellng and power of ex-
pression, and they seem to us an evi-
dent promise of a gennine poetic gift.”

Margaret Frances Mauro is not yet
14; and most of these verses were writ-
ten before she had completed her
twelfth year. Indeed, she has writien
prose and vorse gince she was 6 years
old,

When the girl was in her thirteenth
yvear her mother took her abroad for a
course in French. After the sorrow of
parting with her father, her chief con-
vern na she walked up the gang plank
of the ocean steamer was for the large
doll which she carried in her armea.
When she réturned recently ghe
brought with her in a cage a green
paroquet, of which she is very fond.

The publication of her poems wag

has been chozen for the office, not by
the assembly of Armenians, but
through the intervention of a mixed
council, the members of which were
nominated by the sultan., The new
official enjoys much popularity with
the high-rank Turks and it is expict-
ed that his greal taclt will do much
toward keeping peace between the two
factions.

never drmmed of wuntll her father,
struck by the apparent beauty and
smoothness of the lines of “Ye Ro-
mance of Ye Oldenne Tyme,” gent them
to the editor of 8t. Nicholas for an
opinion as to their poetical merit, The
answer was warm pralse for Margaret's
genius and an offer to publisk ke
child’s best poems,

Butterfy Mimlos.

In the South American forests the
butterfiies and the birds are squally
brilliant in thelr colors, but the bLut-
terflies being weaker, fall a prey to the

birds, One very bright-hued speclos
of bulterfly, however, is not disturbed
by the birds, on account of the disa-

greeable odor which it emits. Singu-
larly enough, some other groups of bnt-
terflies, which resemble the specles just
described In color, also escape perseci-
tion by the birds, although they emit
no odor. It is evident that the similar-
ity of color decelves the birds, and
thus serves as a shield for the butter-
flies. ‘This sort of mimicry of wolor
and form, which naturallsts call “pro
tective resemblance,” is not very un-
common among insects,

Distinguiahing Shadex

By a sclentific experiment Praofeasor
Cuattell of Columbla college has deler-
mined that the average person's eyes
are able to distinguish about twenty-
five different shades between black
and white. He cmployed no less han
two hundred shiades in bis experiment,
but the great mojority of these were
too neéar alike to be distinguizshed by
the eve, were not shades of dif-
firent colors, hut simply gray surinces
passing gradually from white to hlack.

These

WOMAN RUNS A ROAD,

MISS JESSIE DELL, AUDITOR OF
THE SYLVANIA,

Ehe Attends 1o & Larges Part of the
Business of the Company and Organ
lzen Excarslons—Alse DUractices law
with Mer Father.

188 JESSIE DELL,
of Georglia, Is probs
ably the only
| young woman in
the United States
who s the auditor
of a railroad. Al-
though she is not
yet 22 yeara old,
she has held that
place on the Bly-
vanin rallrond for
almoat three years. Her father, Col
John C. Dell, is president of the rall-
read. He is o prominent lawyer and
n man of extensive political Influence.
It was through Misa Dell's devotion to
her father that she first began to take
an Interest In the affairs of the rail-
road, and in his law pactice as well,
By her discernment and judgment she
coon gained his confidence, and small
business matters were commitied to,
ker. She gradually familiarized her-
gell with all the departments of the
rallroard’'s management, and when a va-
cancy occurred in the office of auditor
she applied to her father for the place.
With a good deal of reluctance he ap-
pointed her,
the duties of the office with entire
ciliciency.

Passes are sent to her regularly, as
anditor of the road, by all the other
rallroada of the south. They are often
made out to “"Jesge Dell," and ghe [re-
quently recelves communications ad-
dressed to “J. Dell, Esq.” Miss Dell's
duties do not take her entire time, and
she devotes part of her lelsure to get-
ting up excursions and pienics from
which the rallroad may reap an add-
ed profit. She makes a note of every
coming event at places along the road,
and when the proper time comes sug-
gests to her friends the possibilities of
an excursion.

Meeting a group of girls at a soda
water stand or in a store, she mentlons
that a big politieal meeting ia to be
held, and that it may be the last chance
to hear the speakers who are to make
the addresses, Then ghe prevalls upon
some young man to clrculate a paper oun
which to obtain the names of those who
are willing to attend the meeting,
When a sufficient number of these has
been obtained she apprices ber father
and asslsts him in making the train
arrangements, Then some amateur
dramatic performance in a neighboring
town will claim her attention. She
confides to a few popular chaperons
that a select and exclusive exenrsion s
to be made up to attend ft. The party
s made up, and a special traln Is char-
tered. Another fleld for this activity
is offered by the cheap excursions of
the Central Rallroad of Georgin, of
which her road Is a branch. Last fall
glie suceessfully engineered a conslder-
able reduetion In rates on her road for
specin]l dnys at the Atlanta exposition,
On one of these occaslons the ldea of
having all the school children attend
in a delegation occuried to her, She In-
terviewed the principal, and finally
galned his consent to give four holidays
and conducted the delgation. Miss
Dell prefers to have the general public
consider her father the promoter of
many of the schemes, but her personal
supervision s usually well known,
She sometimes disputes with the presi-
dent the price of round trip excursion
rates,

MISS JESSIE DELL.

Miss Dell, though unofficlous, takes a
personal businesg interest In every em-
ploye of the road. Her power is re-
spected, and she I8 vastly popular as
well, An amusing instance of her im-
portance occurred on the occaslon of
a large excursion to the seashore. The
necessary schedule was difieult to ad-
just, ‘The Irip beinfli expensive, was
not at first popular, but Jessle se-
cured some concessions from the Cen-
tral rallroad, and the traln was filled
when the starting time came. [t was
to Jeave a4t 5 in the morning, but Miss
Dell did not apear on time and the
train awaited her coming, The time
of departure went by, The engineer
decided that by means of shorter stops
and faster running than usual he could
make the trip. The warning whistle
blew, the bell rang, the passengers
murmured. The train had to leave
without ner, She ayrived just too iate
at the depot. The station-muster tele-
graphed for the train to walt for her
ut the first crossing, a mile out of town,
She boarded It there, and it rushed
on at a frightening speed, arriving at

and &he has discharged.

falling Interest In her father's law
practice. Bhe discusses with him the
Important canca, and in the abaence ¢
his partuer at the giate senate recaatyy,
she assumed the position of ecaftdentin
secretary. The business couldl not be
done by Col. Dell alone, and the affalrs
ware oo grave to be intrusted to ine
ferlor clorks or to any outsider,

WASHI NOTUN LIVED THERE.

A Centenninl lolnhrnnnu at ths V4
Walines Mausion in Somervilie

The centennial anniversary of the
dellvery of Washington's fareirsll ad«
dress wns celebrated the other day at
the old muansion at Somerville, N, J,,
which he onee ocenpled as his head-
quarters, The house Is one of Ll host
presarvad Revolutlonary relles. The
Revolutionary Memorial Soclety of
New Jersey ia negotinting for Its pur-
chase, and will turn it Into 4 masgenm,
It standg an the old coach road leading
from the town, and {s half hidden In
an anclent grove of oaks, It wag known
as “Headquarters Middlebrook,"” and
under its roof was planned Sulllvan's
campalgn against the Six Nations,

It was In the winter of 1778-79, while
Washington's seven brigades of infant

THE OLD WALLACE MANSION.
ry, Including troops of Virginia, Dela-

ware, Pennsylvania, and Maryland,
were encamped at Camp Middlebrook,
Bound Brook, that this old mansion
became the headquarters of Gen.
Washington. The great oak timbers
of thoe dwelling had but juet been put
in place, and jhe house was hurrisdly
completed especlally for Washington's
occupancy, Its owners were two broth-
ers named Wallace, Scotch merchants
of New York. Washington took pos-
segdlon of It at the close of a success-
ful campaign In which the British had
been driven from New Jersey,

Mrs. Washington jolned her husband
early In December, 1778, and the man-
slon was the scene of many a brilliant
socinl gathering of army officers and
thelr wives In the winter and spring
of 1778 and 1779,

The honse has a wide walnscoted
hall; with a wood cornice, ornamented
arch, and a broad winding stalrease,
On the right of the hall Is Wazhington's
reception room, with its old-fashloned
fireplace, and wood cornice cut In dog-
tooth deslgn. In the rear are Wash-
ington's slecping apartments, with
white and blue Holland tile and a
Franklin stoyve. The dining room won
the left contains the original chair
ralls and windows wlith small panea
of glasa, The upper sleeping rooma
and slaves' quarters are In a fine state
aof preszervation,

While Washington lived in the house
a brilllant ball wasg held at Plucke-
min, (ive miles away, In honor of ihe
French alllance.

JOSEPHINE'S

HUME SOLD.

Reostdence of Filrst Wife
Bought for Nullding Purposen,

The chatean of Malmaison, which
was the resldence of Josephine de
Beauharnais after her dlvorce from Na-
polean I, was sold recontly to M, Osl-
ris, the well-known philanthroplst, for
132,000 francs, says the European edl-
tion of the New York Herald. The
Gaulois states that M. Osirls was also
the purchaser for 4,200 franes of two
pyramids in red granite, originally at
the Chatean de Richellen, which are
situated on the facade of the chatean,
The famous billlard table of Napoleon,
placed In one of the rooms of Malmal-
8on near to that In which the salo was
held, was sold to a curiosity dealer of
the Rue le Peletior for 725 franes.

The land surrounding the chateawn,
with the exception of the park, which
Is sold to M, Oszirls, was divided into
thirty-flve lots, These were sold to
various purchasers. Comtesse de Bari,
the owner of the small chateau of Mal-
maison, purchased one of the prinelipal
lots. The orphanage of Noitre Dame
de Lumiere Eternelle became the pos-
sesior of Lwenty-two lots, The sale,
which was conducted by the represen-
tative of Mme. Sourdeau of Bougival,
was attended by an large number of
property owners of the distriet, The
total amount reallzed was _ﬁn 100
franca. M. Osiris. Interviewed by the
Temps as to the use to which he In-
tends to put Malmaison, states thot he
intends to present it to the nution. Be-
fore actnally doing so, however, he Is
golng 1o consult certain persons as to
the best means of honoring the mem-
ory of Napoleon 1. For example, he is
contemplating the possibllity of mak-
ing the chateau into a resldence for old
officers,

N pnlmm .

Hird Mimlos,

Another form of “protective resom-
blance,” which exhibits much Ingen-
fous contrivance and sgkill, Is some-
times found among birds. Some birds

hide thelr eggs among stones which
resemble the eggs In form and color,
The little “bottle-tit," in Eugluud.

weaves a Dbottle-shaped nest out of
moes, lichens and spiders’ webs, and
when placed in & tree or bush, the nest
go closely resembles its surroundings
that it can hardly be detected. The

the junction barely in time (e machn!m and appearance of the nest are

the econnection.

Although Miss Dell holds a place of
responsibllity en her father's road, ehe
is greatly averse to belng constdered a
public woman, and has a priviate post
box where all reports are gent to her,
and she trunsacts her business at home,

In the abeence of her fatheér the em- |

sloyes go to her homea for Infermation
and Instruction, Miss Dell shows un-

| imitations of the prevalling color and

appearance of the partleular tree In
which it is placed. An amusing story
i told by Mr. H. F. Witherby in
Knowledge, of a “bottle-tit" which
made a serious blunder In trying te
hide its nest. The nest was placed in
a green holly-bush apnd was coverad
with white lichens, It might be sug-
geated that the bird wae sol( ™hlig 1!

HERE IS A POOH-BAH,

RICHARD J. SEDDON, PREMIER
OF NEW ZEALAND,

fins Also Holde n Score of Other Ofess
Each Yo a Girawn Work—Thus
He's Colonial Treasurer, 'ostmaster-
General, Ete, Eie

Man's

ERE Is a pleture of
the Pooh-Bah of
New Zealand, Rich-
ard J. Beddon, A.
few of his govern-
meninl and other
functions are indi-
catled In the follow-
ing, which wa#s
lalely parsed by the
Dunedin  Assembly
of the Knights of
Tabor:—

“Weo protest against the action of the
Hon., Richard Seddon fn monopolizing
the positions of premier, coloninl treas-
urer, postmaster general, minister for
customs, minlster for native affairs,
minister for labor, minister in charge
of the government life insurance de-
partment, memher of the Globo assels
board, as well as being advisory dl-
rector of the Anglo-German gold min-
ing syndicate, ag not being consistent
with his professions of demoerncy.”
Even If this told the whole story it
wonld be an Interesting example of
multifarious sectivity. But it does not.
In addition to the gbove offices Mr.
Beddon flllg a score of others, sub-
sidiary and supplementary, the namea
and character of which would be un-
intelligble to one not familiar with the
polities of New Zealand. NbO man in
modern politics falls so little short of
being "the whole thing." His days are
full of business. 1In hils capacity of
premier he must recelve reports from
himself of the coloninl finances, cor-
rect his own achedules of customs, and,
If need be, rebuke himself for defective
sollection and administration of cus-

J
activity of forty. He was not tralned’
to diplomacy, but possesses the advant-
age of perfect knowledge of the colomy
which he may be sald to rola. This
Istter he has gained by a lifetims of
hard wark spant among all classes of
the people and in all branches of ace
tivity.

New Zealand, one of the falrest of
the Dritish colonles, s perhaps the
livellest and most up to date, Tt led
the world In woman suffrage and is
Joint author of the wso called Aunse
tralian ballot law, Tt is the paradise
of Iabor organizations, and Its work-
ingmen are better organized than those
in any other country. This fact glves
added lmportance to the protest above
quoted. Another fact of like import
is that Mr. Seddon has long been the
“workingman's friend” in New Zea-
land. He ls rugged, democratic, une
ceremonions,

But the oldest and most perplexing
problem in New Zealand politiea s the
“native” question, which involves the
relations of the aboriginal Msoriz to
the government. The Maorls, unlike
the blacka In the neighboring colony of
Australin, have not suceumbed before
the advance of Christianily and rum.
Indoed, they are not blacks at all, but
belong to the comely, light skinned
family found in Bamon and Hawall.

In the ruder days, before the British
possession, the Maorls were tremend-
ous fighters among themselves. They
had a system of tribal fends that Is
feobly reflected In the Slclllan ven-
detin and the feuds of the Tonnecsses
smountaineers, Thus they were gener-
ally at war.

The Britlsh congquered them, but
made an engaging pretense of buying
all their lands.  Indeed, the purchase
and sale were bona flde except that
the terms were Inexorably fixed by the
purchaser, Some of the lands, like our
Indlan reservations, and still held in
fee by the aborigines,

To this elrcumstance and to the
strong native Intelligence and combat-
fvenvss of the Mnorls is due the fact
that the aboriginals are still very much
z =
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A BRAVE WOMAN.

MRS, JOHN

Mrs, John C, Kessler, of Chicago, who
wil) try to bring a little light into the
lives of the children of “Little Hell"
has been engaged for years in works
of charity and benevolence, Her own
e was saddened when ahe lost her
only #on, and she Is now devoting her-
&¢lf to the poor children who live In
the squalid districts in the twenty-
ihird wurd. She chose this district as
the one In which her efforts to make
life brighter for poor children would
be spent, In “Little Hell” the sur-

toms. It then devolves upon him to
glve andlence (o the postmaster gen-
eral, himself, concerning needed appro-
priations and reforms in the depart-

PREMIER SEDDON.

ment of postoffices and post roads. He
must then resolve himself into the
minister for labor and confer with him-
self concerning the even perplexing
gquestions which come up in that im-
portant department. Having then dis-
missed a few papers, lald by his own
hand upon his own desk, concerning
government lHfe Insurance, Anglo-Ger-
man mining syndicate affalrs, Globo as-
sets and Maorl land questions, he has
the rest of the day for the demagds of
his private business and social affairs.
His evenings are presumably free for
his family.

It Is perhaps unnecessary to state
that Mr. Seddon Is a hustler, He is
not yet seveniy and looks less than

C. KESSLER,

roundings are not only poverty strick-
en, but viclous and criminal, and Mrs,
Kessler's task Is one of the noblest as
well as the most arduous assumed by
a philanthropist. Mrs. Kessler began
her work last December by estblishing
a mission In the district. When she
began to know the peoplé ehe resolved
to bulld the Children's Temple, which
was recently opened. She has wealth
enough to earry out the project and
energy to reach the poor children.—-
Chicago Times-Herald.

—_—

in New Zulatul polulu. They sit in
parliament and hold office. They have
discovered a rich vein of eloguence.
To some extent, since thelr contaet
with the English, they have learned
the pleasing arts of diplomacy, such as
lying and cheating.

Thus, if Mr. S8eddon had nothing te
do but attend to the Maoris, he would
be what Is ordinarily accounted a busy
man., But, as we have seen, this is
only one budget pigeonholed in his
capaclous and many sided day’'s work,

Thrae Hemarkable Sunps,

At an early hour in the evenings of
September a brilllant star, of a slightly
reddiah color, will be visible low In
the northwest, The curved handle of
the “Great Dipper” points to It. Its
name, Arcturus, can be found in the
book of Joh, At the same hour, nearly
overhead, In the middle of the Milky
Way, will be seen the outlines of a
large croes formed by stars. This crosa
is in the constellation Cygnus. The
largest siar, at the head of the cross,
is called Alpha Cygni, and the next in
size, situated at the point where Lhe
beams of the imaginary cross meet, is
called Gamma Cygnl. Concerning these
three stars Mr. Lockyer, the Englich
astronomer, has recently mads n very
interesting statemenl. Analyzing their
light with the spectroscope, he finds
evidence that Arcturus s almost ex-
actly glmilar to our sun in its composi-
tion and is cooling off. Alpha Cygni,
on the other hand, le & sun very differ-
ent from oors, and is getting hotter,
while Gamma Cygunl somewhat re-
sembles the sun, but is also Incroasing

sixty. He has all the springiness and x instead of decreasing in temperature,




