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MRS DOBBS' “WHIM.

From the Argosy.

Mr. and Mrs, Dobbs lived at Clap-
ham. They werea very worthy coup-
le, their friends eaid, That is about
the best people will say of an elderly
pair if they are not intellectual or
troublesoma, Mr. and Mrs. Dobba
wers neither., Mr. Dobba was stout
and commonplace in appearance, and
did not flirt with his neighbor’s wile, or
gamble in stocks, or live beyond his
income. He was hall-marked among
upright men, and was trustee
for halt his  friends’ chil
dren. No doubt he was a trifle
heavy and prosy at times, but these
are drawbacks frequently attendant
upon men of probity. He certainly
was never tempted by impulses or in-
spirations of any sort either to do
wrong or to become witty or original,

Mrg, Dobbs was reputed a respect-
able and virtuous matron for other
reasons. Imprimis, she had no taste
in dress; neither did ehe paint her tace
or excite the envy and spite ol her
female [riends by beautifying her house.
Bhe was fond of a good dinner of
a #golid English sort, and always
wore black silk or satin gowns,
Her caps were preposterous erections
of lace, with gilt or stesl ornaments
sttached; and when she went to the
theater she wore a red bernouse. Tru-
ly this cougle were left behind in the
race of extravagance, frivolity and ec-
centricity. Fashionable folks would
have nothing to say to them; those
who did consider them worth cultivat-
Ing explained their status as “good,
worthy people,” with & compassion-
ate shrug or smile,

i Mr. Dobbs was ‘“something in the
city, and hLis big office and
many clerks brought in some

thing more than a comlfortable in-
come. Yet _he made no parade of
wealth and kept household accounts
strictly. Every evening he returned
home punctually by the o'clock train
from Waterloo, carrying his fish bas-
ket with him. Fish was cheaper and
better in the city than at Clapham,
and Mra. Dobbs was partichlarly fond
ot fish., The worthy Josiah would
not have spoiled her dinner for the
world. Rhe must have her salmon in
geason, and her red mullet and white-
bait, all in due turn, of the best. By

this you will understand that
Mr. bbs was devoted and
domestic. Yet there were thoms

amid the roses of his conjugal
paradise. Mrs. Dobbs was now and
again beset by spirits of unrest and
discontent, and her whima at inter.
vals caused dear, steady-going Josiah
much inconvenience. There were no
children at Clarence Villa; and per-
haps for this reason Mrs. Dobbs had
more leisure for complaint. Bhe prac-
ticed the art ol murmuring with as
steady a persistence as a primadonna
her scales. Josiah suffered her dis.
contents with more than the ordinary
patience of an exemplary husband.
As years went on Josiah philosophi-

cally gave up wishing for an heir,
seeing his orothy had grown
portly and middle aged. He
wabgcribed  largely to the vari-

ous charities not having a legitimate
othlet. for :ﬁi. human lkind“:?.hiA

oprogenitive organ impe m
oward children's hospitals. Why,
said he, should not his generation
benefit instead of they that were to
come after?

Mrs. Dobbs did not however, view
such matters with equanimity See.
ing the undue and unwelcome number
of olive branches round about other
people’s tables, she resented nature’s
crueity to herself. Ehe, therelore,
frowned persistently on Josiah's
philanthropic schemes for other

ple's children. His benevolence
oward orphans, foundlings and waifs
and strays was a npever-ceasing
cause of argument and mortification
to her. Bhe did not suffer any loss.
mnlllliv. from these charitable
[ ot & wish remained ungrant-
ed, and checks were fortheoming with
cheerful readiness when required. She
had her carriage, her servants, her
milliners as she listed. Josiah erected
& miniature Cryital Palace in his gar-
den because she wished to have bana-
nas growing. He took her to Egypt
one Winter, and nearly died of sea-
sickness by the way, because she had
been reading Eartern romances and
yearned for Oriental glitter. Nothi
that money could obtain was deni
her—only she had no children.

tor & long time Mrs, Dobls had
displayed no extraordinary caprics.
Josinh wassalling aiongin wonderiuily
smooth matrimonial waters., But
the lady's Irequent absence of mind
and contemplative mein might have
convinced & more pophistica man
that mischief was brewing. In truth
Mre, Dobbs was slowly hatching a
scheme which she felt sure would run
counter to Josiah's wishes, This lent
an additional zest to her plan, Bhe
conmdered it aretributive scheme. Bhe

m‘ﬂ fight Josiah on his own nd
with his favorite weapon of v
“1"m going to adopt a child, Josiah.
u’.:_m use your eouu'-adicﬁu

lady one even ov:‘ —_—
aggreseively, cr #hell
of & walnut with decision. z.pv‘:
ly found fault with the fish and t
salad,sand bad sla her pug for no
earthly reason, Josiah had been
lesa plow he would have opined that a
storm was There was silence
fora mmto after Mra, Dobbs had

“Aren't you going to speak?"’ she

."ﬁﬁ&whﬁvﬂmukd Joalﬁ dr?-
' .h o ’

his Iat chin into his

ra. Dobbs tossed ber head omin-
usly. Every inch of lace in her ca
&mod enly to have aecqui
starch, while the gilt ornaments there
on scintillated fiercely.

“When I eay a thing I mean it, as
{ou know, Joriah. Ihave considered
hat you indulge your hobbies with-
out restraint. It is high time my
benevolence found something to oe-

‘to"
u?gti:h drank up his wine slowly.
When he spoke again it was in a sni—
dued vone.

“Dorothy, my dear, how often have
I remin you in the t three
years that your poor sister—lelt a
obild. AsI have said before, it is
your clear duty—""

“Mr. Dobbs!™ The lady roso, and
awept her black satin skirts to the
door. Here she paused to add: “I
repeat, I remember no sister, A dis-
acelul marr severed all connee.
ion of birth, beg that you will
never allude to that shameful matier

“in.ll
erhapa the episode alluded to was
well rememb by Josiah, for he

sighed several times in his after-din-
ner solitude. He knew the mad-cap
f:'l‘he had sheltered for many years

eath his roof was dead, but he
knew, too, that her child lived, and he
would fain have cherished it for the
mother's sake.

In the course of the evening Mrs.
Dobbs resumed the questioun of adop-
tlon. Josinh was a peaceable man,
and he loved his wife; but this last
whim was a serious one, and would
inevitably entangle her in difficulties.

“I'm going to advertise at once,”
ghe =aid.

Mr. Dobbs looked very blank.

“I should advise you to try some
other plan that would give less pub-
lici%to the matter,” he said mildly.

“That would bring any amount of
b?n.m and inpostors about you."

rs. Dobbs looked over her crewel
work in an injured way.

“There you are again, Josiah; always
trying to oppose me and make my
life miserable, I declare you contra-
diet me every morning and evenin
about something. Haven't I tol

ou before what a lonely life I lead?

t's all very well for you, who go away
to the city every dayto make
money. You are just like all men—
you are selfish to the core.” With
this final fernale platitade, Mra. Dobbe
an to  whimper. Mr. Dobbs felt
guilty of heinous cruelty,

“A companion might——""he began.

The lady lifted herself from the sofa
cushion and Josiah quailed.

“A companion!” with withering
sarcasm, ‘‘to make love to you, no
doubt, Josiah. I know their schem-
ing ways. Didn't I have enough of
Miss Griggs and her maneuvering
tricks, working you braces, the hussy,
and sending you Christmas cards,
How dare ‘you mention a on of
that sort after all my suflerings with
them?"

Of course in the end the lady pre-
vailed, and Josiah passively counte-
nanced the adoption. Matters were
soon set in order for the ulfillment of
the latest whim. Yet verily her heart
fmiled her during the week follow-
ing her advertisement, Herlonely con-
dition had never been so apparent to
her before as when she was beset by a
crew of parents and guardians bearing
some puny or blighted fnfant for her
adoption. All sorts and’ condi-
tions of men craved her pity for their
wretohed children. She was bewildered
br the offensive bearing of bolder a

icants. More than once Mrs. Dobbs
ad to ring in her respectable butler
to get rid of some insistant parent
who endeavored to intimidate her 1n-
to an immediate purchase. The re
sult of all this was a cessation of the
daily advertisement. Mr. Dobbs, of
course, was not informed minutely of
all that went on, though an interviow
with his butler one evening threw a
little light on things that had occurred.

“I wish to give & month's warning,
sir,"" said this gentleman in privacy
to his master,

“Why, now, Tinker, what is the
matter? I'm sure you've & very com-
fortable place, with & boy to do all
your dirty work."

Tinker coughed and stammered a
few words before coming to the point.
“Well, now, sir, to speak plain 1t's
along of that wild crowd of vagabonds,
as Mre. Dobbs she's seclug of every
day. Babies by the score, they're
broughit by impident rascals such as [

:'n't. been accustomed to. One of 'en

0 wWolldn't 4o out of the Zute tuil
called the police. It aint respectable
in & gentleman’s house, 1 do assure
you, sir.”

Bomehow or other Mr. Dobbs man-
aged to sooth the outragod feelings of
his man servant, and prevailed upon
him to put up awhile longer with the
inconvenience of the situation. The
worthy Josiah was concerned for the
protection of his wile,

“‘How are you getting on with your
business, my love?™ inquired M.
Dobbs that evening.

“Oh, pretty well,” smd the lady
cheerfully, yet persistently avoiding
her husband's eyes. *1 find it very
difficult to make up my mind; and 1
want a pretty little boy, not quite &
baby, with no disgraceful connections
to hang about him. No doubt I shall
see one to suit me in o lew days.”

The few days passed without further
allusion to the subicet, and thefollow-
ing curious advertisement appeared
in all the daily papers:

WANTED.—Fur imwedlate adoption, a
little boy betwoen 2 nnd 4 years old, Must
be berlthy and pretty and sound in body
and mind. e nts or relntives muost
renounce all ¢laim on him forever. Hewill
be comfortably vided for in the future.
Apply dally to Mesars. Grittham and Grab-

, Bolicitors, 201 Par'lament street,
eatmioster.

becands | won't nscen,”™ ssia coe
me, tort. s After the a

that is surely a u ;
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persecution of Clarence
Villa died away, and only now and
again a respectable man or woth
leadi a little b:ir. was hea
lml:gu for ra, Dobbs’

ancea of & local policeman. But
the lady was obdurate to all claims
mndconhor‘rlty. See had hardened
her heart to destitute cases; and
niless widows or consumptive htm
met with scant ceremony at her
hands if their offspring were not de
sirable, After this had gone for a
fortnight or more, Mrs Dobbs one day
v Mesgrs. Griffham and Grab-
ham during business hours,

“] have come about the child, Mr,
Griftham,' she said, ﬂoing at onoe to
her point. “"How is it you have sent
me none that are pretty or interest.
“ing!" From the force of habit, Mrs.
Dobbs was apt to speak dictatorial-
ly to strangers,

“My dear madam, pray remember
children are not made to order.”

Mra. Dobba winced, “Isee 1 must
except no assistance from you, sir,”
ghe suld Ioul!f. No doubt my hus-
band's opposition to my object has
influenced you, I will tronble you no
further in this matter. You may con-
sider your quest at an end. Good
morning.”

Weary ol her undertaking, Mrs.
Dobbs had almost resolved to aban-
don her whim. She chewed the cud of
bitter thoughts on her homeward way
that day. Providence or fortune was
agninst her success. That evening Mr.
Dobbs came home in an unusual de-
gree of haste, and of a cheerful mien.

“Love,'”” said he, tripping over the
dining-room mat, *“I've found a child
for you,"

Mre. Doobs lookeed u? coldly, “It's
impossible I shall like it,"”" said she
perversely. *No one wants to part
with a child uniless there's something
the matter with it.”

Mr.Doobs beamed yet more bright-
ly. He was not to be snbdued by any
wet blankets, *“It's a little boy, and
he is 3 years old, fair, g::tt{); and
21(:{. intelligent, His fat Jjust

© 'II

“What about his mother?”’ queried
Mra. Doobs cautiously.

Josial reddened,stammering alittle.
“8he—al, poor soul—is dead too.
‘This is no beggar's brat. He is well
born, Dorothy, on one side. I can
give you every prool."”

The next day the child was brought
to Clapham and left a Clarence Villa
by a clerk from M. Dobbs' office. He
was poorlrr dressed, but a handsome
little lad, lively and spirited. He was
not at all shy, and addressed himsell
freely to the pug and parrot. The

iping treble voice and shrill, childish
aughter touched the maternal chord
in Dorothy's hearv. She went a little
andly that day while her eyes followed
the child. He stroked her velvet yown
and fingered her rings while he sat up-
on her knes, chatting about thethings
around him.

“What is your name?”’ questionel
the lady,

“Harry,"” answered the boy readily.
But nothing more could be elicited
from him. mlzle did not seem to under-
stand that he counld bave a second
name, Hewas but ababy boy, scarce
ly three.

In the afternoon Mrs. Dobbs tele-
graphed to her husband that he niust
make arrangementsfor herto keep the
child a day or two. It would
not be necessary to send any one
tn fetch him that evening, The
day passed quickly, with little feet

pattering  beside her, exploring
the wonders of garden and green-
honses, Towards 7 o'clock Mrs.

Doblbs began to look anxiously for her
:Rm:w'n return. She had quite decid-

that she would keep the child, but
still there were questions to be asked
—preliminaries to be settled. The boy
must be hers entirely., None must
ever claim him, or interfere with his
welfave, Mr. Dobbs came leisurely
up the garden at his usual hour, car-
rving his fish-bag. His stolid face
changed a little whken he looked
through the window and saw thechild
on his wife's knee.

“He is a pretty boy, Dorothy,” he
gaid pervously, when he came near.

*A darling little boy; I meantokeep
him, Josiah,” she said, gently digen-
gaging the chubby hands from her
chair. “Will you stay with me,
Harry?"

The child laughed gleefully, tossing
tack his corls. 7

“Bray with oo; pity, pity fowers,"
e cred clapping  Dis  oanas,

“Tell me all yon know about him,
Josinh. What is his parentage, and
will his nearest relatives surrender
all claim vpon him?"

Josinh shifted uneasily in his seat,
He hiad the appearance of & man op-
pressed with guilt,

“He ix an or|;lmn," eald he look-
ing speculatively st his own brond
toes.

“So much the bhetter for me, '
Mrs. Dobhs, Buat I will have no dis.
tant reltaives hanging about. He
must belong exclusively to me."

Mr Dobbs drew nearer to his wife,

“Dorothy, he ought to belong to
you i to anyone.”

The lady put down the child from
her knee, "‘}iﬂ large Llue eyes gazed
in wonder at this sudden rejection.

“What is the boy's name!?” said
Mrs. Dobbe, breathlessly.

*Henry," he rejoined, slowly.

“But Henry what?"” sheasked, more
sharply.

“Henry Morrison, He is your sis.
ter's child—a hiendless orphan now.
God help him if you don't.

Mrs. bba fell back on the sola
cushion, and covered her [ace with her
hands, The tears werefallingthrough
them when little fingers essayed to
move them,

““Has 00, been naughty! on't ky."

Perhaps the lady was very conscions
of her own naughtinuss, for she cried
still more at this appeal, deawing the
child into her emtrlm. There was
never any more doubt ajpout the
adoption. Henry Morrison ealls Mrs,
Dobbs mother to this day, and Josiah
is a little less generous toward asy-
lnmsand hospitals. There will be a
very pretty penny by and by for his
adopted son.

said
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Norwsy, Michigan, was destroyed by
fire, its population rendered homeless, and
vheir reachiog $300, 000,

Joe Jefferson’s Homae,

I’

Anse island rircs Orange island, (a-

enlled Jeflerson island sinoe it became

the property and home of Joseph Jel-
lerson. Not so high as Petite Anse,
it is still conspicuous with its crown
of dark forest. From a high point on
Petite Anse, thyough a lonely vista of
trees, with flowering cacti in the fore
ground, Jeflerson's is a white
spot in the landscape. We reached it
a cirenitous drive of 12 miles over
the prairie, sometimes in and some-
times out of water, and continuall
diverted from our course by fences. It
is & good of the thrift of the race,
and ofits independence, that the color-
ed people have taken up or bought lit-
tle tracts of 30 or 40 acres, put u
cabins, and new fences round the
domains regardless ol the traveling
public. We zigzagged all about the
country to get round these little en-
cloaures. At one place, where the
main road was bad, a thrifty Acadtan
had set up a toll of twenty-five cents
for the privilege of passing through
his premises. The scenery was pas-
toral and asing. There were fre-
quent round ponds, brilliant with lil-
ies and fleurs-de-lis, and hundreds of
cattle feeding on the prairie or stand-
ing in the water, and generally of a
dun-color, made always an agreeable
Bicture. The monotony was broken
y lines of trees, y  capelike
woods stretching into the plain,
and the horizon line was
always fine, Great variety of birda
enlivened the landscape, game birde
abounding. There was the lively
nonpareil, which seems to change ite
color, and is red and green and blue
=1 believe of the oriole family—the
papabotte, a favorite on New Ozleans
tables in the autumn, snipe, killdee,
the cheerooke ‘snipe? the meadow
lark, and quantities” of teal duck in
the ponds. These little ponds are
called “bull-holes.”"” The traveler is
told that they are started in this wa-
tery soil by the pawing of bulls, snd
gradvally enlnrge as the cattle fre-
quent them. He remembers that he
has geen similar circular pondsin the
North not made by bulls,

rosevine-covered cottage—is situated
on the slope of the hill, overlooking a
broad plain and vast stretch of bayou
country. Along one side of his home
enclosure for a mile runs a superb
hedge of Chickasaw roses. On the
nlogs back of the house, und almost
embracing it, is a magnificent grove
of liveoaks, great fny stems, and the
branches hung with heavy masses of
moss, which swing in the wind Jike the
pendant boughs of the willow, and
with something of its sentimental and
mournful suggestions. The recesses of
this forest are cool and dark, but up-
on ascending the hill, suddenly bursts
upon the view under the trees a most
lovely lake of clear blue water. This
lake which may be a mile long and a
half a mile broad, is called Lake Peig-
neur, from its fanciful resemblance, 1
Lelieve to a wool-comber.

The shores are wooden. On the isl-
and side the bank is precipitous; on
the opposite shore amid the trees is a
hunting lodge and 1 believe, there are
plantations on the north end, but it
18 in aspect altogether solitary and

eaceful. But the island did not want
ife. The day was brilliant, with a
deep blue sky and high-sailing fleecy
clouds, and it seemed a sort of animal
holiday; squirrels chattered; cardinal
birds flashed through thegreen leaves;
thiere flitted about the red-winged
blackbird, bluejays, red-headed wood-
peckers, thrushes and occusionally a
rain-crow crogsed the scene; high over-
hend sailed the heavy buzzards, de-
scribiog great aerial circles; and off in
the still lake the ugly heads of the al-
ligators toasting in the sun.—Charles
Dudley Warner, “The Acadian Land"
in Harper's Magazine for February,

The World Not so Very Large.
From the Washington Post.

The world is growing smaller every
day! Three gentlemen were standing
together in the East Room of the
White House at the last State recep-
tion. Richly dressed and beautiful
women were thronging into that mag-
nificent parlor from the Green Room,
having “been through' as the expres-

sion is for & presentation to the Pres-
ident in the Blue Room. The social
mill was in furions operation that
evening, and an enormous grist was
being ground out,

fuddenly a medium-sized, facinating
lady from New York, inanelegant and
becoming costume, emerged from the
hopper. She was the wife of a high
railway officinl in that city. The
three gentlemen glanced at her. No
one of the three knaw that either ol
the others had ever seen her before.”

“Ah! said Browne, “the last time 1
saw her I was pouring sund into her
shoes at Long Branch."

“Indeed!" said White, “The last
time I met her was at the Hotel Con.
tinental in Paris, when she presented
me to Clara Louise Kellogg."

“And that reminds me,’" sald Greene,
“that the last time I saw her | wus
seated by her side in her carringe,
driving up Fifth-ave. for a turn inCen-
tral Park.”

And then thethreegentlemen looked
at #ach other, and shook hands, and
laughed. How small this world is.
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The Long One and the Short
one- -
New Zonland Timos,
There is a svory of old Peter Tau-

Court Judge who lafly retired, He was
somewhat short-sighted, and one day
a very diminutive barrister appeared
belore him to move something or oth-
er. When the short man stood along-
side “Jumbo,” & very tall barrister,
who was sitting down,

the smail man began:
please, L
when y' address the court,”’ interrupt-
ed old Peter, irascibly, *“Iam stand-
ing up,” said the small man, with dig-
pity. “Then tell the gentleman
alongside ye to sit down.”

Across the marshes and bayous
eight miles to the west from Petite

mous for ite orange plantation, but

Mr. Jefferson's residence—a pretty |

eett, the New South Wales Sopreme

their heads
were about on & level, and as soon as
“H your honor
I—" *“Ye¢ must stand up

FLAGUE OF CHOLERA.

How the Dread Disesss bas Penctrated America
- - Several Times,
From the Pittaburgh Dispaten.

Asiatic cholera is an epidemic die-
ease of great virulence. It has been
known from a very remote period,
and has visited at one time or anoth-
er almost every country on the globe,
The first account published in detai]
was in the first part of the sixteenth
tentury. The disease secems to have
prevailed first in India, and the vari

ous epidemics in othes countries can
be traced as having been brought from
that country., The invasion of India
by the Portuguese and atterward by
the English during the sixteenth cen-
tury served to introduce the dizease
into FEurope. It again was
brought into Europe during the

hteenth and the early part of the
nineteenth century by the English in-
vasion of India. In 18321t again pre-
vailed in Europs, and 120,000 people
died from it duting that year. It first
appeared in America during that

ear (1832) and was brought hereby a

rench emigrant ship. which disem-
barked along the St. Lawrence river
and spread the disease to the various
towns along the river and the great
lakes as far ag Fort Dearborn, near
where Chicago now is. From thence
it epread as far as the Mississippi. In
the same year another ship brought it
to New York, and from thence it
epread gouthward along the coast to
the gull, and westward into the inte-
rior, along the coutse of thegreat high-
ways of travel.

It first appeared in Pittsburgh in
1833, It next appeared in 1845, and
again in 1853, In 18656 it oceurred
again, but had alimited extent, and its
last appearance wae in 1878, at which
time it did not prevail to any extent.

All the cases that have ever prevail-
ed can be traced to pre-existing cases
of cholera, proving that it does not
arise spontaneously, but is always
caused by pre-existing caces. This is
almost absolutely proved, and teaches
& lesson with regard to prevention of
the disease, What the apecific conta-
gious material is that causes cholera.
is & subject yet of much investigation
and dispute. The investigations of
Koch, of recent years, would seem to
voint toward a micro-organism as the
avse, an organism called the comma
kacillus, Yet this is not absolutely
proved, and In fact there are some
grave objections to the theory. This
organism i8 found in great numbers in
the intestinal canal of cholers pa-
tients, and it is not found in patients
suffering from any otherdisense. - Yet
these germs, when dried, die in a very
short time.

Now it has been proved that the
contagion ol cholera has been carried
long distances and for spaces of time
in dry clothing and other manners,
Koch's theory, consequently, i8 not
universally accepted. Some think
the disease is due to a chemical com-
pound, which 18 unstable. Cholera
prevails during warm weather, and is
most fatal in tropical climates, Cold
weather is almost sure to stop an epi-
demie. 1t undoubtedly effects its en-
trance into the systemn through the ali-
mentary canal—that is, stomach and
intestines—and does not enter through
the lungs, in all’ probability, Yet in
effect it is much the same, as the con-
tagious material often disseminated
by the atmosphere may lodge in the
mouth, and, being swallowed, cause
the disease. Its origin can often be
traced also to water into which some
of the excretum of cholera patients
has gained access.

The prevention of this disease con-
sequentlﬁ limits itgelfdown todestruc-
tion of the morbid product which pro-
duces it, and isolation of those affect-
ed with the disease to prevent its
gpreading—the destruction of every-
thing about these patients calculated
to retain the poison. The best meth-
od of doing this is by fire and disinfect-
ants,

We think that not only should the
clothing be burned, but also the bod-
ies of those who die of the disease.
The safety of the community at large
depends upon the thoroughness with
which this is done. Isoiation of the
Eutienf.s and prevention of the possi-

ility of carrying the disease by a
strict quarantine, both at seaport
and inland should be urged. The ob-
jection to quarantine is found in its
interference with commerce, but the
interference, as o rule, affects only a
minority of people, and the rule that
tew should suffer for the benefit of the
many should be applied here. Expe-
rience, the great educator, has taught
that the safety of the masses depends
upon the efficiency ot the quarantine,

The symptoms of the disease are
too well known to need repetition,
During the first part of an epidemic
the diseaseusually is moreviolent and
the mortality greater than later on,
the disease seeming to spend itsell, to
wear iwself out. In very severe cases
death may take place in a few hours.
One peculiarity noticed about persons
dying from this disease is the contrac-
tion ol the muscles, which takes place
a few hours after death, It is some-
times horrifying to those about the
body to thus see a dead man move.
A Mr. Ward reports the following: “'1
saw the eyes of my dead patient open
and move slowly ina downward di-
rection. This was lollowed, a minute
or two subsequently, by the move-
ments of the right arm, previously
lying by the side, across the chest.”

Anothercase is reported ofthe body
turning clear over by the muscular
contractions on one side of the body.
In many cases of cholera no treat-
ment i8 of avail, In the less severe
forms 1% 18 of the utmost Importance
for the patient to have early treat-
ment. Dr. Austin  Flint attaches
great importance to this, and says
that in an experience of three epidem-
ies, during which he attended hundreds
of cases, recovery was the rule if he
saw the patient early in the disease,
The deaths during an epidemic occur
largely among the poor, poverty and
neglect being largelv the cause,

A shortage of $34.000 haa been lfound
in the accounts ol Col. W, H. Webaler,

late treasurer ol Merrick county, Ne-
broska, Webster olfers to turn over all
is property, amounting Lo $20,000,

What Weo Are Made Of,

Professor Langley.
In the Bouth Kenszington Museum
there is an immense collection of ob-

jects appealing to all tanstex and all
classes, and we find there at the sama
time people belonging to the wealthy
and cultivatad part of society, lingerl
over the Louis Beize cabinets or the ol
majolica, and the artisan and his wife
studying the statements as to the rela-
tiveeconomy of baking powders, or ad-
miring Tippoo Baib's wooden tiger.
There is one shelf, however, which
seema to have some attraction com-
mon to all social grades, for its con-
tents appear to be of equal interest to
the peer and costermonger. It is the
representation of a man resolved into
his chemical elements, or rather, an
exhibition of the materials of which
the human body is composed. There
is n definite amount of water, for in-
stance, in our blood and tissues, and
there on the shell are just
80 many gallons of water in a large
vesezel, Another jar shows the exact

uantity of carbon in us; smaller bot-
tles contain our iron and otir phos-
phorus in just proportion, while oth-
ers exhibit still other constituents of
the body, and the whole reposes on
the shelf, as if ready for the coming of
anew KFrankenstein to recreate the
original man and make him walk
about again ns wedo. The little vials
that contain the different elementa
which we ull bear about in small pro-
portions are more numerous, and
they suggest not merely the complex-
ity of our constitutions but the iden-
tity of our elements withh those we
have found by the spectroscope,. not
alone in the sun, but even in the dis-
tant etars and nebulae, for this won-
derful instrument of the new astron-
omy can find the traces of poison in
a stomach or analyze a star, and ita
conclusion leads us to think that the
ancients were nearly right when the;
ealled man a microcosm, or little uni-
verse. We have literally within our
bodies samples of the most important
elements of which the great universe
without is composed, and you and 1
are not only Tike each other, and
brothers in l:umunity. but children of
the sun and stars in a more literal
sense, having bodies actunlly made in
large part of the same things that
made Sirius and Aldebaran. They
and we are near relatives,

——— - ———
The Military Froatier of France.
The cession of Alsace and Lorraine
placed Metz and Btrasburg, the keys
of the old French frontier in German
hands. It gave Francea new frontier
and a very open one, a frontier un-
protected by any very great natural
obstacles, for the Germans now held
both sides of the Rhine,and the north-
ern passes of the Vosges (the passes
by which the French army used to
march to the Rhineunder Napoleon 1.)
were well within the new German ter-
ritory. Moreover,this naturally open
[rontier might be said to be wholl
unprotected by art once Metz and
Strasburg were gone. True thero
was the fortress of Belfort on the ex-
treme right, guarding the well marked
valley between the Vosges and the Ju-
ra, which French geographers call la
trouee de Belfort. But Belfort, shat-
tered by  the successful siege
which was the last act ol the war,
was only the wreck of a fortress,
and in any case its works were not of
such a character as to fit it for its new
yosition on the very frontier line,
aught by the hard lessons of deleat,
the French Government at once get to
work to put the new Irontier into a
thorough state of deflense. Buccessive
War Ministers have steadily worked
upon the lines originally laid down by
the engineers charged with the task in
1871. Money has not been spared.
It has been spent by millions, and now,
after the labor of 16 weurs, the work
is done. Probably so vast a scheme
of military engineering was never be-
fore planned and executed in so brief
a time. The French engineers have
not been content to erect upon the
pew frontier three or four first-class
fortresses to serve as points of sup-
port for adefendingarmy, They have
closed it with a double line of works,
linked these togethier by an elaborato
system of railways, and, b sides re-
fortifying Pans, they have construct-
ed two other great fortresses in the
heart of France to serve as bases ol
operation for her armies if, as in 1870,
the barriers nearer the frontier were
again pressed by invadingarmies from
beyond the Rhine.—~Rural Nationnl
Review.

How Much Canbe Dreamt inFive
Seconds.
Ilevue Belertifigue.
I was sitting with a police official at
his office, and we were discussing some
fantastic story, when an employe

came in and sat down beside us, lean-
ing with his elbows on the table. I
looked up and said to him, **vou have
forgotten to make the soup.’” “No,no;
come with me." We went out togeth
gr, going across long eorridors, I walk-
ed behind him, at the college where I
had been brought up. He went into
a winz of the houss which I knew well,
uod which led to theclass rooms. Un.
der the stairs he showed me a stove
on which stood an oyster =hell with a
little white paint in it (I had been
mixing water colors the night before.)
“But vou have forgotten the vegeta-
bles. Go to the porter at the other
end of the court-yard; you will find
them there on the table” [ waited
for a long time; at last 1 saw him
making signs to me that he had found
nothing. *It is at the left hand side,"”
1 shouted, and saw him cross the
yard, coming back with an immense
cabbage. 1 took a knife from my
pocket, which I always kept there,
and at the moment when I was going
to cut the vegetable I was awakened
by the noise of & bowl of soup being

ut heavily on the marble top of the
able next my bed.

It appears to me that the idea ol
goup was suggested to me by the
smell at the moment when the door
was opened by & servant bringing in
the soup while | was asleep, and it
takes live seconds at the most to
walk from the door to the bed. >
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