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I Southern Daily Protests Life 
Sentence Given 13 Year Old Girl 

New York City—(By the Associ- 

ated Negro Press)—Out of the trag- 

edy of the Vestris disaster, with its 

accompanying tales of “negligence, 
cowardice and gallantry,'’ comes the 

story of the heroism of Lionel Licor- 
ich, a Negro quartermaster, and 
three other Negro seamen, headed by 
Joseph Elixcier. 

Along with O’Longhlin, radio oper- 
ator who remained at the post until 
the last minute, Licorich was the real 
hero of the disaster which took a toll 
of scores of lives. Short in stature 

and unassuming in manner, accord- 

ing to survivors, Licorich displayed 
unusual courage and heroism which 
resulted in the saving of at least 20 
lives. 

Remaining at his post until all 

hope was gone, Licorich plunged into 
the sea and swam to lifeboat No. 14 
and found only one person in it—-a 
foreman who had been injured. On 

climbing into the boat he discovered 
there were no oars. 

He immediately dived again into 
the sea and swam among the wreck- 

age until he found two serviceable 
oars and returned to the boat. For 
hours he rowed about and helped per- 
sons after" person into his boat, which 
was later picked up by the steamship 
Berlin. 

Passengers Praise Licorich 

Relating the heroic rescue affected 

by Licorich, Alfredo Ramos, a pas- 

senger, said: 
“Lionel Licorich did what the of- 

ficers of the Vestris failed to do. He 
took charge ot boat No. 14 and 

jumped out to catch helpless passen- 
gers floating in the water. By the 

time the American Shipper picked up 
the boat he had saved the lives of 
twenty people. 

“I cannot say that the officers of 
the Vestris could be praised for their 
endeavors to save us. The little Ne- 
gro quartermaster was the only mem- 

ber of the crew who really exerted 
himself in our behalf.” 

Three Seamen Heroes 
Rivalling the feat of LicoHch was 

the rescue work of the three colored 
seamen under the leadership of Elix- 
cier. Stories of survivors tell of how 
this trio swam through the wreckage 
to the stricken vessel and wrenched 
from its davits a lifeboat, No. 13, 
from the second cabin section. 

They manned this boat and rowed 
through the floating debris, picking 
up passengers. The boat had no rud- 
der and it was difficult to steer on 

the high waves but the seamen stuck 
to their post until picked up by a1 

rescue ship. 
Licorich and his fellow heroes were 

reluctant to discuss their deeds and 
assumed the attitude that “we only 
did our duty.’’ 

Praisei Conduct of Negroes 
The stories that were circulated 

immediately following the tragedy 
that Negro members of the crew and 
Negro passengers were panic-strick- 
en and acted cowardly, were refuted 
by Richard Wolcott, a Briton. 

“The report that Negro passengers 
and Negro members of the crew 

sought to save their own lives more 

than anything else is false,” said 
Wolcott. “Not only is it false, it is 
nonsense. The Negroes I saw, and 
I saw a good many of them, behaved 
magnificently and courageously.” 

RACIAL BETTERMENT 
MAJOR OBJECTIVES 

IN VARIOUS FIELDS 

Texas Interracial Committee Plans 
to Continue Anti-Lynching 

Crusade and Efforts for 

Better Conditions. 

Dallas’^ Tex.—At its annual meet- 

ing here recently, the state inter-1 
racial committee set as its major ob-1 

jectives for the coming year the con- | 
tinuation of its crusade against 
lynching; further investigation of I 

transportation facilities, with a view 
to their improvement; the study and 
betterment of educational conditions i 

throughout the state; a legislative 
appropriation to erect the school for 

delinquent colored girls which was 

authorized by the last legislature; 
and continued support of the excel- 
lent public health work that has been 
done among colored people under the 

Shepherd-Towner bill. 
About fifty of the committee’^ 

hundred members were present, and 
two days were spent in reviewing 
the work of the past year and plan- 
ning a future program. Perhaps the 
most interesting feature of the meet- 

ing was Professor Houston’s report 
of the exhaustive study which he has 

just made 6f the conditions of trans- 

portation by train, Pullman and bus 
in various parts of the state. This 

report was made the basis of certain 
recommendations for relief which 
will be taken up with officials of the 

transportation companies. 
Representatives of the state de- 

partments of education and of health 
were present and told of the efforts 
that are being made by these depart- 
ments in behalf of the colored citi- 
zens of Texas. 

Professor Houston reported the re- 

sults of thorough investigation of the 
two lynchings in Texas this year, and 
the committee accepted the obliga- 
tion to do everything in its power to 

blot out this crime, including the pos- 
sibility of certain special anti-lynch- 
ing legislation. 

HAS BEEN RETURNED 
TO CLAIR TEMPLE 

The Rev. A. H. Higgs, pastor of 
Clair Temple M. E. church, Twenty- 
second and Miami street, has been 
returned to this pastorate by the an- 

nual conference which recently met 

in Kansas City, Kans. His report to 
the conference was a most satisfac- 
tory and encouring one, and the con- 

ference was inspiring and forward 
looking. The Clair congregation is 
happy over the return here of the 
Rev. Mr. Higgs. • 

INTERCOLLEGIATE 
CLUB ENTERTAINS 

AT JAPANESE TEA 

North Side “Y” Crowded to Over- 

flowing by Appreciative Audience 
Which la Given Program From 

"The Mikado.” 

The North Side “Y” was crowded 
to overflowing last Sunday after- 
noon when the Intercollegiate club, 
an organization of local college stu- 

dents, entertained at a Japanese tea, 
and gave a delightful program from 
Gilbert Sullivan's operetta, "The 
Mikado.” Mrs. Florentine F. Pink- 
ston had instructed them in the mu- 

sic and Andrew T. Reed in dra- 
matics. 

The room was attractively decor- 
ated with cherry blossoms and Jap- 
anese lanterns. Between numbers on 

the program the dainty “Japanese” 
maidens served the guests with tea 

and wafers. 
The participants in the program 

were the Misses Consuello Cross, 
Jean Dorsey, Lucile Gray, Florence 

Myers, Madeline Shipman, Alma 
Smith, Elaine Smith, and Virginia 
Jackson; and Messrs. Gerald Adams, 
Adrian Johnson, John Pegg, Arthur 
McCaw and Jesse Hutten. 

Adrian Johnson sang effectively, 
“The Japanese Maiden;” John G. 

Pegg, as “The Lord High Execution- 

er,” acted and sang the part, his solo, 
“The Japanese Sunset,” being well 

done; Consuella Cross did justice to 

the catchy love song, “She Was a 

Maid of Japan;” Jesse Hutten was 

encored for his effective rendition of 
“The Wind Sighing,” as was also Ar- 
thur McCaw for his presentation of 
“The Japanese Sailor Man.” A Jap- 
anese lullaby was the appreciated 
contribution to the program by the 

trio, Misses Grey, Myers and Alma 

Smith; “A Japanese Dolly,” was well 

impersonated by Elaine Smith; 
“Three Little Maids from School,” 
by the Misses Cross, Dorsey and Ship- 
man was pleasingly presented, as 

was also the duet, “Love's Greeting,” 
by Gerald Adams and Virginia Jack- 
son. 

A silver offering was taken for the 
club’s treasury and is to be used to 
finance a more ambitious Undertak- 

ing by these college students. 

N. A. A. C. P. TO 
MEET SUNDAY 

The Omaha branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People will meet Sunday af- 
ternoon at the Urban league rooms, 
2010 North Twenty-fourth street. 
Business of importance is to be trans- 
acted. The public is invited to at- 
tend. The hour is 4 o’clock. 

EDITORIAL 
Omaha has been horrified by three terrible crimes com- 

mitted within a few hours of each other. An aged man was 
murdered in his home in the northern part of the city, two 
young women, one a wife and the other her sister soon to be. 
married, in the southern part, and a young man, Harold Strib- 
ling, and his wife, were attacked in their home in East Omaha, 
the husband nearly killed by a hatchet wielder, the victim still 
hovering between life and death, and the wife injured by a 
blow from the same maniac’s hatchet. 

The opinion seems to prevail that all three crimes are the 
work of the one degenerate. In only one case was he seen. 
That was in the Stribling home. According to Mrs. Stribling, 
who argued and pleaded with him not to kill her baby, and 
who, to avert this peril, went with the maniac some distance 
from her home, in which her apparently slain husband lay, 
the degenerate was a neatly dressed young Negro, of light 
complexion, about twenty-one years of age, who wore a gray 
cap, a dark overcoat and a black bow tie. She described him 
as being about five feet seven inches tall, and weighing about 
140 pounds. As there was a light in the house and the man 

was there for some considerable time during which she argued 
and pleaded with him, it must be conceded that her descrip- 
tion of him is an accurate one. The man may have been a 

mulatto, a Mexican or a dark-skinned white man. Be that as 

it may, it is fortunate that Mrs. Stribling could furnish such 
an accurate description and it is to be hoped that this hatchet 
murderer may be found. The community is not safe while such 
human fiends are at large. 

Radio messages describing the Stribling assailant were 

broadcast and the widest publicity has been given in the 
newspapers. Fortunately, no effort was made, either by press 
or radio, to stir up race prejudice. There were no glaring 
headlines in the press stressing the race of the assailant. This 
is as it should be. It was even stated that the man wanted was 

either a “mulatto or a dark-skinned white man.” 
Unforunately, there still exists in every community, those 

who seem to think that a crime committed by a Negro, par- 
ticularly against a white person, is more heinous than the same 

crime committed by a white person. Race prejudice in such 
cases is readily fanned into a flame Fortunately, nothing of 
this kind has occurred in this case. 

Sensible people know that law-abiding and self-respecting 
Negroes are as anxious that criminals, degenerates, morons or 

maniacs who may chance to be identified with their race are 

apprehended and punished or confined as people of the other 
race may be, since an unjust public sentiment makes the Negro 
race suffer vicariously. 

While maniacs of the character of he or they, who are 

responsible for these terrifying crimes are at large, no one is 
safe. It is to be hoped that the assailant of the Striblings 
and of the other victims be apprehended, whoever he or 

they may be. 
The police are biding every effort to apprehend and bring 

to punishment the perpetrator of these crimes. 

VETERAN RAILROAD 
MAN TO BE RETIRED 

EARLY NEXT YEAR 
_ 

William Wallace Spencer, Who Ha* 
Been Employed a* Chef Cook by 

Union Pacific for 42 Year*, 
to Be Pentioned. 

William Wallace Spencer, who 
owns an attractive home at 2851 Ma- 

ple street, and has been employed in 
the private car service of the Union 
Pacific as chef cook for nearly 42 

years, is to be retired on pension 
some time in January. 

During his more than two-fifths of 
a century in the employ of this one 

road, Mr. Spencer has traveled hun 
dreds of thousands of miles and it 
would be difficult to count the num- 

ber of meals he has prepared for 
many of the chief officials of that 
road and other men high up in the 
railroad world. 

For many years he was on the pri- 
vate car of Edward Dickinson and 
later on those of W. Sleede and E. 
L. Hunter. It is difficult for him 
to recall the names of all the offi- 
cials whom he has served. Under 
all the officials whom he has served, 
he has given excellent satisfaction, 
as his long record attests, and has 
maintained their esteem. 

He will retire in January with an 

unsullied record of faithful and ef- 
ficient service in his chosen calling. 

LA VIEJA BANDA 
ELECTS OFFICERS 

The La Vieja Banda met with Mrs. 
Blanche Black, 1923 North Thirty- 
fifth street, November 15, and elect- 
ed officers for the ensuing year. 
The following persons were chosen: 
Mrs. Gwendolyn Deckard, president; 
Mrs. Anna Boggus, vice-president; 
Mrs. Winifred White, secretary; 
Mrs. Leona Johnson, assistant secre- 

tary; Mrs. Blanche Black, treasurer; 
Mrs. T. Ross, critic, and Mrs. Belle 
Taylor, reporter. 

The club has been organized for 
five years and the president, in an 

inspiring talk, urged that the next 
year might be made a banner year. 
The next meeting will be held with 
Mrs. Anna Boggus, Thirty-sixth and 
Parker, next Tuesday. The hostess 
served a dainty repast. Mrs. Mayo 
was a visitor. 

SLAVE GIRL SOLD 
IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH 

DIES IN WASHINGTON 

Her Identity Remained Undiicloied 
for Over Half Century and Was 

Revealed at Request of 

Doctor Durkee. 

Washington, D. C.—Mrs. Rose 
Ward Hunt, who died Thursday, Oc- 
tober 25, at her residence, 411 Flor- 
ida avenue, was buried Monday, Oc- 
tober 29, from St. Luke’s Episcopal 
church. She was “Pinkey” Ward, 
the slave girl sold from the pulpit of 

Plymouth church, in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
by Henry Ward Beecher, in 1860, 
during the antislavery agitation. For 
more than a half century her identity 
remained undisclosed, until given to 

the public last year by Dr. J. Stan- 

ley Durkee, former Howard univer- 

sity president, who succeeded to the 
Beecher pulpit. 

She was persuaded by Dr. Durkee 
last year to attend the eightieth an- 

niversary celebration of the church, 
where her history was given to the 

public. She was originally Sally Ma- 
ria Diggs, of Port Tobacco, Charles 

County, Md. 

Mrs. Hunt was a graduate of How- 
ard university, and taught for a while 
at Annapolis. She is survived by her 

husband, James E. Hunt, and one 

daughter, Miss Eva Hunt Interment 
was at Harmony cemetery. 

CALIFORNIA NEGROES CAST 
TENTH OF STATE’S VOTE 

Los Angeles, Cal.— (By the A. N. 

P.)—Polling more votes than at any 

previous election, the colored voters 

throughout the state are accredited 
with having cast one-tenth of the 
votes in the recent presidential elec- 
tion. Negroes showed great interest 
in the issues involved and many took 

advantage of the last minute regis- 
tration and were all ready to enter 

the fray. 
Heated and spirited arguments 

marked the campaign carried on, 

principally by nightly neighborhood 
meetings for the presidential candi- 
dates or for the municipal or state 

candidates. Although it looked at 

first as if the Negroes would desert 
Hoover in his own state, from the 
pre-election talk, yet less than one- 

third of the colored votes cast were 

for Smith. 

Negro Seamen Render Heroic Ser- 
vice In Terrible “Vestris” Disaster 

New Orleans, La.— (By the A. N. 

P.)—A penalty of life imprisonment 
was levied by Judge A. D. Henriques 
against a 15-year-old girl, Mabel 

Downs, who was convicted before 
him of the murder of her lover, Louis 
Diggs, in a restaurant on South Ram- 
part street, July 7. 

After being sentenced and while 
she was being led from the court 
room back to the Parish prison, the 
girl attempted to make a break for 
freedom by striking at Deputy Sher- 
iff Joseph Wicks, who was holding 
her. The blow landed on the sher- 
iff’s eye, but he managed to subdue 
her and lead her back to the dock. 

The Times-Picayune, one of the 
leading newspapers in the south, 
which has made an aggressive fight 
for one hundred per cent white su- 

premacy, commenting on the sen- 

tence, editorially, says in part: 
“As we understand the law, the 

trial judge could impose no other 
sentence under the verdict rendered. 
For conviction on first degree mur- 

der, only two penalties are fixed— 
death by hanging, or life imprison- 
ment. The jury’s recommendation 
saved the youthful offender from 
capital punishment and the alterna- 
tive sentence followed. When, there- 
fore, we suggest that infliction of 

such punishment upon a 15-year-old 
girl is inhumane and unjust, no re- 

flection or censure of the court is in- 
tended or implied. 

“We make this suggestion in the 
belief that no 15-year-old child has 
reached the maturity of judgment 
necessary to commission of the pre- 
meditated and cold-blooded murder 
for which the law prescribes its ex- 

treme penalties. The spirit of hu- 
manity protests, against so dreadful 
a punishment of a 15-year-old girl, 
who in all probability obeyed her 
primitive instincts and impulses be- 
cause she lacked even the measure 

of discipline and education given the 
average white child of similar age. 

“If the 15-year-old culprit be- 
longed to the white race, we have no 

doubt that powerful intercession 
would have been made in behalf be- 
fore now. The fact that she happens 
to be a Negro should not doom her 
to lifelong imprisonment from which 
her youth should shelter her. We do 
not believe the ends of justice can be 
served by an injustice to child of- 
fenders. And accordingly, we hope 
that ways will be found to moderate 
this sentense to a degree consistent 
both with the safety of society and 
the modern principles of child wel- 
fare as applied in our juvenile 
courts.” 

OMAHA BACHELOR TO 
BECOME A BENEDICT 
— 

Mi** Lucy Charlotte Stephen*, the 
Efficient Girl Re*erve Secre- 

tary of Denver, to Wed 
Omahan. 

John Dillard Crawford, a deputy 
auditor in the office of Miss Grace 
Berger, county clerk, and son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Crawford of 2505 Ma-1 
pie street, is to lead to Hymen’s al- j 
tar, Wednesday, December 5, Miss! 
Lucy Charlotte Stephens, the charm- j 
ing daughter of Mrs. Lucile Stephens, : 

of Detroit, Mich., and the efficient j 
and greatly beloved Girls’ Reserve 
secretary of the Phyllis Wheatley Y. 
W. C. A., of Denver. 

Miss Stephens was an Omaha vis- 
itor during the summer and charmed 
with her winsome and gracious per- 
sonality all who had the privilege of 
meeting her. She has been an out- 

standing figure among Y. W. C. A. 
Girl Reserve executives and she will 
be a valuable acquisition to the so- 

cial and cultural life of Omaha. 
Recently she was the guest of hon- 

or at a large prenuptial reception 
tendered her by the citizens of Den- 
ver, at which she was the recipient 
of many beautiful and useful gifts. 
The Denverites expressed keen regret 
at losing Miss Stephens, “whose 
charm, sweetness of disposition, and 
bright welcome smile, ever present, 
has deeply won the hearts of Den- 
ver and all with whom she came irv_ 
contact,” to quote the Denver Star. 

The marriage will be quietly sol- 
emnized in St. Philip’s Episcopal 
church, where Mr. Crawford has 
served as an acolyte for many years. 
A reception will be given at the 
Crawford home on Maple street in 
the evening. 

Mr. Crawford was born in Denver, 
but reared in Omaha, where he grad- 
uated from Tech High school, and 
subsequently took a course in a New 
York agricultural college, where he 
specialized in poultry raising, in 
which he is still interested. For 
some years he has been employed 
in the office of the county clerk. He 
is one of Omaha’s most energetic and 
enterprising young men. 

“UNCLE TOM’S CABIN” 
UNFIT FOR ALABAMA 

Birmingham, Ala.— (By the A. N. 
P.)—Following a review of the pho- 
toplay “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” here re- 

cently, members of the Birmingham 
Better Films committee, stamped the 
photoplay as unfit for Birmingham 
and the south. 

The members stated that the pic- 
ture should not be allowed to be pre- 
sented in Birmingham because of its 
subject matter and it depicted scenes 

of the war between the states and 
shows the Union army in the south. 

Mrs. W. W. Craig entertained a 

few friends at her home, 2320 North 
27th street, Friday evening, in honor 
of Mrs. Rodney Paul Williams, house 
guest of Mrs. W. H. Jackson. 

REPORT PROGRESS 
IN RACE RELATIONS 

AT ANNUAL MEETING 

Kentucky Inter racial Conference 
PIedge> Earnest Work Towards 

Removal of Handicaps in 
Schools. 

Louisville, Ky., Nov. 17.—Many 
evidences of progress were reported 
at the annual State Interracial con- 

ference in this city last week, and 
the director and executive committee 
were instructed to continue their ef- 
forts for better educational, health 
and transportation facilities for the 
colored people of Kentucky. An elab- 
orate two-day program was carried 
out, with an opening address by Gov- 
ernor S. D. Sampson, followed by the 
report of the director, Dr. James 
Bond, and addresses by Prof. W. H. 
Fouse of Lexington, L. N. Taylor of 
the state department of education, 
Miss Maude L. Harrison and Mrs. 
Jane Bond of Louisville, Mrs. S. P. 
Steele of Paris, and Dr. W. W. Alex- 
ander of Atlanta. Among the sub- 
jects discussed were educational, eco- 

nomic and health conditions, inter- 
racial attitudes and reactions, and 
race relations as affected by home, 
school, and church. 

Looking to the future, the com- 

mittee pledged itself to work for the 
removal of inequalities and handi- 
caps from which Negro schools are 

suffering in some sections, and also 
instructed a special committee to 
take steps to secure to colored people 
their rights on common carrier bus 
lines. 

Washington, D. C.—There is one 

private motor car to every 65.9 per- 
sons in Great Britain, compared with 
one to every 5.8 in the United States, 
and one to 11.6 in Canada, one to 

60.8 in France, one to 239.2 in Ger- 
many, and one to 353.3 in Italy, ac- 

cording to statistics issued by the So- 
ciety of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders. 

Mi** Lucy Charlotte Stephens 
Denver’s beautiful and charming Girl 
Reserve secretary, who is to be mar- 

ried to John Dillard Crawford, De- 
cember S. 


