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Berge to smother the fires of resent-

ment against railroad government
that burned in every fiber of his be-

ing. His nature forbid compromise
and his voice rung out over the state
and quickened into life the giant of

the prairies that lie sleeping beneath
the heels of Harriman and Hill, while

beneath all political banners and

all sorts of uniforms, pass bribed poli-

ticians were holding to his nose chlor-

oform sponges of many political
brands.

Berge's campaign in 1904 was a sur-

prise to the politicians of both parties.
He aroused the people from their
lethargy and filled them with enthu-

siasm, and so far as he wa3 person-

ally able to reach the voters of the
state, he created a following unsur-

passed in numbers and enthusiasm by

any political leader of modern times,
even under more favorable condi-

tions. Berge struck a key note that
stirred the public conscience to the
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convention and deny to the people of
the state the privilege of electing the
man of their choice to the governor-

ship by refusing to renominate Mr.

Berge, such action cannot fail to in-

cite the people to resentment against
the treatment of their favorite and
result in his being elevated to pre-

miership of the party in the state and
made the preferred candidate for the
United States senate,

Politicians are prone to deceive
themselves through, their inability to

correctly estimate the demands of the

public. The smart little fellow of pol-

itics sometimes scores when the peo-

ple are not looking. But when the
people are aroused and taking an act-

ive part in public affairs, the coward
is soon detected and men are meas-

ured not by the elastic tape line of
their own inflamed imaginations but

by the unbending steel of public intel-

ligence. - The deep seated demand of
the people of the state for relief from
railroad rule and extortion has burst
assunder party lines. George . W.

Berge is regarded by the people as
the personification of this demand.
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One thing is certain, which is that

the reason assigned for opposing the

renomination of Mr, Berge is insult-cien- t

to constitute a motive for any

important act by a man of average

patriotism and intelligence.
center in his scathing arraignment of
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tidal wave swept over the land level-

ing everything before it, when not a

piping sound was audible from a

single democratic politician in the
Btate, the ambitious party leaders hav-

ing silently slunk into their tents and

caverns, it seems that the fates held

in reserve for the occasion a gifted
leader, filled with the fire of truth, to
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