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People Should Direct Efforts in Politics Toward
Gontrolling United States Senate

Recent revelations in the kingdom of high finance have made
it possible for the prople to understand with cleaver vision just where
the real power i The insurance dis-
closures showed that the weney of the greaw i0s 00 o« yupanies had
been used for years by Wall Street speculators. At the end of that
investigation lh(- kings of finance found themselves lumlruraulv cut
off from one source of money supply. This was particularly unfort-
unate for them becanse at that ve ry time they were r-n;_{nrul in the
old game of inflating stocks with the intention of unloading upon
the public at ridienlously high prices,

As soon as the cluummnl faction in Wall Street—the Standard
0il erowd—realized that more money was needed fo continue the
process of inflation, it put forward Jacob Sehiff to demand 2Overn-
ment aid. This aid has not yet been given, but if the gamblers
continue to feel the need of more money government aid will pruhulily
be forthecoming. Why?

Standard Oil is supreme in polities as in business. A New York
paper some months ago gave the following estimate of the market
value of the stocks .uul Imlltla held by the Standard Oil erowd

Bank stocks ....covveevivesesisesssaid 283,102,500
Industrial stoeks v .vveevrevvneonnses. 1,888,248 235
Railroad stocks ......e0ovievvnevseses, 5,094,518 255
Other stocks . ..ov.. 2,000,000,000
Bank deposits ..... : 419,868,342
Dividends, profits and 'ﬂlll]llll*. ; 100,000,000

Fiean pnlilj{'s is located

4 7 (R ——— T . $9.73

In itself this accumulation of wealth denotes vast power, but
its power is greatly increased by the wealth it dominates, Standard
Oi! mm,l'nllml, and still controls, the suranee companies,
although the assets of these companies belong to thousands of policy-
holders in this and other countries,

Standard Oil dominates the banking Dusiness, the transporta-
tion business and the industrial inferests.  And by the power that
it wields in business it dominates the polities of the nation. In
every state and eity of the country its will is supreme hecanse of
cager dependents and retainers,

4,638 '}:;...
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In Nebraska, for exawmple, it is

represented by the railway machine.

This machine elects the legis-
lature and the legislature elects the United States senators, The
chief reliance of “‘the system,” as Thomas W. Lawson has dest. . » ud(l
the Standard O ' power, is the United “tales onate,

One who grasps these faets fn (i fae a0 8
to wonder at the t-ul'ruptlnu existing in the United States setate.
Indeed, the corruption beneath the surface is as much more extensive
than the surface corruption ag the lava withir: the earth is move ex-
tensive than the lava that has been poured from the various voleanoes
that curse the earth with their presence,

The few senators who go to Washington with gnod infentions
find that the machinery is in the hands of an influential few. The new
senators fall in line under the party lash. If they remain insurgents
they earn the reputation of a Tillman, who was villified for years be-

cause of his llf)lll‘Hi\' while the most fulsome puffery was purchased
to keep Depew’s reputation above par. Senator La Follette is the
lutest insurgent in the senate. If he remains an insurgent he will
soon share with Tillman the reputation of being a wild disturber
and a (lullgt-l'nus character,

Standard Oil has taken possession of the United States senate
hecause that hody controls legislation, It has an absolute veto on all
legislation and is protected from the people by the indivect vote, The
framers of our constitution feared pure democracy and provided for
a limited democracy which finds itself so restricted at the present
day by the constitutional checks put upon it that it cannot make or
execute laws, but mnsf surrender this power to a moneyed oligarchy.

Wherever senators are to be elected the people should interest
themselves in direet primaries as the sole means of securing popular
representatives in the upper house of congress. Conventions are liable
to be controlled by party bosses and indorsements by conventions are
apt to rvegister the will of the corporations rather than the wishes of
the rank and file of a party. But even in those states where a divect
primary has not yet been provided for by law the people may obtain
satisfactory results by providing divect primaries within the party.
le ||Ill'lm.-iv .-«hnll]ll :Il\\';i_\'_-; Iu' to (-Iimiu:m- {'ni'[ml';ltin|1 iuﬂu{!nc{l_
The [Tnited States senate has been corrupted and degraded by this
pernicious influenee, and the people are no longer able to exercise
that control over legislation which is necessary for the preservation of
their rights and liberties

Independent Spirit and Bossism

All eyves are turned on congress with an interest that has not
heen di-«p]u\'ul for many It is the lmlnll'll' hope that con-
gress will adopt some legislation which will serve to free the nation
{ monovoly. How far lntl"ll-- will
o prediet, but in the end there is

yeurs,
from the iron yoke of ! stieeced in
llll'l‘TiH_’_‘,’ this llnlu' it 1s illl‘m-‘mililt'
sure to be geave disappointment.

After facing the trust problen: for
hive i'lll:l“.\' |lm'il|m| that the chief cause of trsts 15 I‘.!il\\';i_\' favorit-
ism.  They believe that if railway disevimination can be prevented,
the trusts

rTlll’t'tl,

twenty vears the

will lose much of thewr prower, It colnp tition can be re-
if the power to tax the people can be taken away, the trusts
will cease to monopolize business and a new commereial era will be
gin—an era of fair rum;-.-lilinu. normal |-|'i:'~'~ and lli.l-'l' WHELS,
Solve the ratlwey

Liv this is meant that

nlmulinn. andd you solve all the other (questions.
satisfuctorily ad-

’ . . : . ;
1||--<‘|wl. all other questions cahl e .II;|||~H-| wWith vase,

the railway question, one

e people are now teving to remove the railey

They

l.\ Ill Til 'Ilrllllull

GOt »«.lnll.ll et b, recogn e Ih,;! l|n< paoywer 1-!. CONnEress

is limited by the constitution and they know that the governmment's
power to regulate the railways is also limited by the constitution.
Senator l"lll':il\l'i‘ lias deelared that most of the lrl'n]nn-'m] I(-;.{i:ililiiml
15 uneonstitntional and that if congress passes any” of the radical
tcasures the railways will at onee take the fight into the conrts.

The (question therefore resolves itself into this:
act within the eonstitution, or
by two-thirds of the states.

Clongress must

the constitution must be amended
Fhere are two conrses
acting within the constitution,

open to con-
It can pass a law giving to
COMMIESIoNn 4 eortam  moeasure nf (‘Hll“'ll!
ratlwavs, subjeet sl]\\';l_\" 1O POVIeW |i'\' the eourts, or it can
for government ownership. It s understood, of

;._'T‘t’*r-
the Interstate comme ree
over the
|»|'u\iwl|~ CONrse,
I'resident

and 1t has few supporters in the house or

that no atlempl will be made to seCure II!I‘I“t‘ u\\lu'rwhip.
Roosevelt is uin[n-\tll 1O iI,
Serde,

Railway rogulation 15 the auly hopo at present, but g0 linited is
the POWer congress cun -h'it'uull- to Ilu' i;.n-ranm- commeree vnllllnish

siom that !'.ll‘\\.r_\ Iy uulufinll s bonnod to | AR f't!t”r. Tlu- s uf [Im
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