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Methods of the Trusts
Menace to All Property

flecent developments in Russia show how insecure property
nay become under an absolute form of government. Where no limit
to the power of a raler or a ruling class is established the tendeney
i« inevitably toward public disorder, conspiracy, and in the end,
revidut ion.

No country that is constantly menaced by revolution can be
prosperons, beeanse economical and politieal instability destroy con-
fidunee. .\l times the industries in such a land may enjoy a brief
prosperity while the people remain passive, but long-term invest-
ments will, as a general rule, be considered unsafe. Ultimately the
bisiness interests come to umh rstand that the government offers
snficient protection to both life and property. This is the most
dingrrous erisis in the history of any government, for then revolu-
ton finds numerons and ardent supporters among the moneyed
(QHEY ‘~'1|c]1 a erigis seems to be aproaching in Russia. The inabil-
ity of the government to check disorder, to prevent the looting and
by ing of property, must convince the business interests that peace
and prosperity are impossible withont a ehange in the form of gov-
emment.  If, a8 now appears likely, the business interests join with
tho laboring (']asaoq in not only demanding, but in fighting for, a
mare liberal form of government, the autoeracy of the Romanoffs
will be doomed.

[t is upparent that ultimately absolute rule leads to mob rnle
sl hoth are a menace to life and property. Those countries are
the most prosperons where human rights are the most respected,
where privileged classes do not rob the people, and where the laboring
clisses do not bear an unjust share of the taxation. Germany, France
and the United States are notable examples of nations that offer
alequate proteetion to life and property. In all these countries
the people enjoy a large measure of self-government.

In our own country the dangers that menace popular rule are
an equal menace to property, and if the business interests of the
tountry understood this as they should they would have a selfish

motive in destroying those inequalitics which are produeing a priv-
ileged elass of multi-millionaives.  Graft, corruption, diserimination
by tariff or freight rates, all tend to enrage the people. In the end
the result must be public insecurity. Confidence is being weakened
not only by speculation and by bank failures resulting from dis-
honesty, but by an economic eondition which has produced general
unrest and dissatisfaction.

In a constitutional republic, where the people govern themselves
and where the right of the majority to rule is recognized, the danger
of revolution is remote. But the real danger in the United States
iz the conviction spreading among the people that they are governed
by the railways and trusts, that in the contest between men and
money the victory too often is on the side of money. Herein lie
the seeds of the revolutionary spirit and of general insecurity. This
unrest and insecurity caunot but injure business and unless cordial
relations are restored between the laboring classes and the business
interests hard times must result. Those who have flattered them-
gelves that money always wins must not forget that money is some-
times on the side of the people.

It is not at all improbable that the trusts will find themselves
isolated in the next presidential eampaign and if the small businese
men and the laboring classes combine the trusts will suffer defeat.
In Philadelphia the laboring classes and the business interests
formed a coalition against a corrupt ring and a great eorporation.
The contest was short and decisive. The people won.

It is true that the business men are usually the most deceived
class in any country. It requires harsh experience to convinee them
that their interests are not identical with the interests of the money
power, but in times of acute public stress they discover that they can
only obtain security for their property by aiding to restore general
contentment, confidence and prosperity, and that does not mean
the contentment, confidence and prosperity of any privileged class
but of the whole people.

Laws Must be Enforced
Against Defiant Offenders

The Nebraska Grain Dealers’ association, which has been using
well reeognized trust methods to destroy competition in the grain
business of this state, has been condemned more by the testimony

was not given at the Havelock hearing than by the testimony

was. When prominent members of the assoeiation refused to
r every pertinent question on the ground that an answer might
winate them, the publie needed no further evidence of

||' rlIII'Il" i"“‘"'" of the assoeiation was c-h':l.m-rlv illustrated
il E. More ly.  After demanding and receiving witness
! i Inih‘:l;_[t' he refused to testify on the ground that he was
L the men being sned; and for the further reason that any
s he might give, might tend to ineriminate him. That was,
L “casy money,” and the kind of money the members of the
Honare striving to obtain  at  the expense of Nebraska
Phe
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Loomis anti-combination law, under which the Worrall
ronght, This law was passed in 1807,
et to prohibit combinations mmong grain dealers or any

15 Very sweeping.

understanding, contract or agreement that would restrict competi:
tion in the buying or sullmp; of grain.

Section 11,513 makes it unlawful for any person, partnership,
association or corporation engaged in the business of grain dealing,
ete,, to enter into any agreement or combination that will prevent
the fullest competition in the sale or purchase of grain; to prevent
competition hy requiring any members of an association to refrain
from dealing with shippers or dealers in grain who are not members
of the association; or to require its members not to sell or eonsign
to or purchase of such persons as transact business with other per-
sons and companies which refuse to deal through the association or
any of its members. Boyeotting dealers who are outside an associa-
tion or combination of this character is also prohibited under the
same section,  The property of the offending person or corporation is
made liuble for the full amount of the damages.

With such a law on the statute books it is a matter of astonish-
ment that the grain dealers of the state should have daved to form
an association whose objeet, according to testimony alveady addueed,
is to perform those acts which are speecifically prohibited by the
law. Their hardihood ean only be accounted for on the theory that
they had no fear the law would be enforeed.

Indeed, this is the theory on which all lawhreakera proeeed.
They hope first of all that their erime will not be discovered, but
they plan either to destroy or circumvent the law if the erime is




