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. Mickey and the Lobby
'muﬂwmotthcprmneeof
ﬁu masked lobbyist at our legislative |
councils has no place in a real mes-
'No message reference sihould be
a possi

je to a ble state of affairs,

t does not exist and can have no

al existence without the connivance
ﬂ those officials who have in advance
distressing reference to loby-

ume & pessimistic attitude, and
*"ﬂh studied emphasis declared "“The

of every legisiative body is the
Mﬂlﬂd lobby.” The statement is
‘not true in = zeneral sense and is
. therefore a reflection upcn the integ-
tltr of the American legislator. The
qn_nd!tlon which seems to alarm the
- governor for the safety of the state are

- - mot alone the work of the perniclous

“Jobby. The personnel of the legislature

1 mnot escape responsibility.

- The majority of all legislative bod-
lu are normally honest, and are con-
~ sclous of a moral responsibility to their
constituency. It {8 the minority of
‘such bodles that give the lobby a tan-
ﬁﬁh existence. The venal nexus be-

s tween the minority of a legislative

~ body and the lobby which is engen-

dered in corporate greed, and manifest-
~ing itself in individual appetite, can
mly be establishéd and maintained
- ‘- i, "ruk. incapable and dishonest
ation. The history of legis-

ln our country affords many bril-
examples of governors under

; ’ﬂ‘ime administrations the slimy brood

" is the strenuous #x:
Follete of Wis

ver made any tracks within the pre-
dedicated in the name of courage
eonsuienee to the interests of the
imon weal. Notably the late Gov-
r Pingree of Michigan, had no oc-
on to sound a lobby alarm because
lobby will only vegitate where
ditlons are favorable, When he
elllod to the office he so ably filled,
ound the venal minority and a well
ed lobby. whom he attacked at
\ threshhold of his administra-
with courage and singleness of
p, that the corruptness retired
3d in the face of “a man.”
of Illinols has had legis-
upeﬂenue with and without a
\| under . the retiring Governor
__ fthe venal minority and a well
Org lobb_r seemed to be in con-
trol @ gislation. The governor sta-
tioneg tmopa during the session of
the :4 ature in the state house
\in readiness to quell a riot.
The slestors of the common wealth
realizingithe evident faithfulness of
their repiesentatives, swooped down
upon the) vemal crew, and dispersed
them. Thp speaker of the house nar-
rowly esctped mob violence at the
bands of eutraged citizenship. While
under the §ate Governor Altgeld, the
venal few With a boost from the “long
green lobiy representing the gas com-
pany of C g0, ‘succeeded in passing
the gas bﬂ The governor promptly
came to escue of the peaple, and
vetoed tha lous legislation. In his
pto taklng - high pcsition in ethies
pd morals, Je fearlessly denounced
corruption im | lgh places, sought out
the sponsors o Vieloun legislation ex-
_posing their m@hods and motives, the
corruptionists .' red under a judg-
ment of jublic ofinion; from whose de-
_cree there is nokapeal.
‘How inspiring} and reassuring in
these sordid dayy of commercialism,
mple of Gov. La-
n, engaged in mor-,

tal combat mm greed,

A ‘r "' -. !ni. l

Does not. § mdlsood
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Meanwhile, '}
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bluster and display, &
the sufferings og ouy
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It is my
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special privileges can ne!
Instead of the Han
as Jefferson and Lincoln @d, in the r
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[ i e e
istriking calmly and unerringly as:a
gladiator without beating a party re-
veille. The heroic example of Gover- |
nor Van Sant of Minnesola, bids us
hope that the spirit of '76 will yet
reanimate those who will be chargai
from time to time with the affairs o

the republic of humanity. The pre

cepts and examples of the foregoing
show that all that is necessary to do

with them, and such actions will al-
ways have the endorsement of the peo-
ple, Intelligence, bonesty and courage

zed greed is Intelligent and
adroit it possesses a penetrating dis-
cernment and therefore is never de-
celved in the character of the people’s
representatives. And whenever the
skulking lobbyist comes out in the
open, it is a sure sign that it meets
with covert encouragement. It would
geem to be the duty of the governor to
point out the abuses that hamper pro-
greas, and suggest remedial measures
that wlll meet the trend of the times.

BERNARD DOLAN. 9

when conditions are about to arise|

'\ TOM WATSON'S MAGAZINE

To those who gave me their support in the last Presidential election I hereby return my heartfels
They could not have been actuated by any motive other than the desire to vote their honest

'hose who cast their ballots for me were brave enough to stand with the minority, and conscientious
to think that a ballot is proatituted which does violence to one’s sense of right.

The start had to be made, and
to me a vital necessity to start at the time when both old parties were openly pledged

The Republicans stood pat for every evil of the present system which

fight for Jeffersonian principles.

I believe that eq#1 and exact justice between man and man should be the object of law.
pr be granted to one class without gross injustice to others.

ule of all for the benefit of all.

issued in February. Subscription one dollar per year.
their aid we will have no lack of converts to our cause.
Express Money Order, ar ®ash in Registered Letter—to Tom Watson’s Macazine, 121. West 42d

&.Mm \

All things cousidered,
8 encouraging. Therefore, I am resolved to devote the next four years to a campaign of
hich all governmental questions will be discussed and the citizen brought to realize how
ruinous to ﬂ masses are the present tendencies of Municipal State and National legislation.

ssal fortunes upon the false basis of Special Privilege. The Demacrats, led by place-huiters and
s ravenous for the spoils of office, shamelessly abandoned every democratic principle and trans-
standard to the hands of the gambler, the monopolist and the Wall Street corporation. .

ch a time, when both the old parties were down on their kneesto the pampered beneficiaries of
tion, it seemed a high duty that someone should preach the gospel of <‘Equal rights to all.”

one man’s business has been fostered ag the expense of another’s; by law, one class has been

ivileges not enjoyed by others; by law_ certain forms of wealth have been entirely exempted
ation to the vast injury of the non-exempt by law the artificial persons, called corporauons

have been cloq; d with powers, immunities and privileges not exercised by individuals; by law, the rich+

the poor are getting poorer and more enslaved.

sistibly to concentrate wealth, power and opportunity in the hands of a few.

p per cent. of our populatiou own more than the other ninty-nine per cent. combined. Al
ready you can cofint upon the fingers of one hand the trusts that annually absorb more than one-half of the
ealth. Already you can name four railroad kings who, by agreement among themselves,
can levy heavier t#bute upon the people of this country than Congress itself can impose; the Trust invades
8 where you buy and where you sell; fixes the price when you sell, and fixes it when you
fbg; the law is nothing; the Trust is all in all.

Thus the enormous forces of law and ggv

-~

 expenses of government grow Jarger and larger; the cost of living mounts higher and
Bgions of poverty multiply day by day; the rich swagger more and more with offensive
d the storm-cloud of class-hatred blackens the future as never before.

ople are due to bad laws and bad government.
 are nearer the danger line than we ourselves know.

Nine-tenths of

The situation has become so desper-

o discuss all economic and governmental questions, to point out abuses and advocate

I believe that

ltonian theory of the Divine Right of the Few to govern and monopolize, I beheve

tion of all who believe, as I do, that present conditions are wrong; that they can
9 1 wish this magazine to penetrate every city, town, village and country precinet
If you are in sympathy with me lend your aid not only by promptly forwarding
j going among your neighbors and enlisting their support.

vhich is herein proclaimed is but one feature of this new magazine; it will inter-
7 with reading matter that will appeal to and benefit all.

Send it in at once,
Remit—Postal or

Thomson, Ga.

No Surrender
iditor Independent: Here is my
e—as always—against fusion. -
usion and the democratic party are
dogs and of right ought to be.
party that barters its manhood

otes is already damned.
e go down to defeat, let's go like

allant Custer, with the last shell
the gun empty and face to the
Nail the banner of neo sur-

to the mast, asking and giving

ref
are a sufficient safeguard rnu guartcr; never daunted, often over-

powered, but never defeated.
I. J. TEAGARDEN.
Hamilton, Mo.

A Virginis. Suggestion
Editor Independent: In response to
your suggestion for opinions from the

rank and file as to a conference of
populists in the near future, I would
gay, it were wise to get together, com-
pare notes, and have a consemnsus of
Opinion. To get advantage of railroad
rateg & conference might ba held In’

Washington about the time of the
“coronation ceremonies,” March 4. But
how to determine whether to call a
conference or not. Let the national
chairman confer with all national com-
mittee men, state committees and edi-
tors of the populist press, and then
in the light of replies received issue a
call for a conference,

What is the party plan of organiza-
tion and action to be in the future;
referendum vote by precinct clubs, or
the usual convention system? Some
plan ought to be adopted, we believe,
for getting a referendum vote from the
rank and file on all questions of party
management. Can we not guarantee
a voice in party affairs to the individ-

ual voter who has no “say” whatever .

in his present condition under bosa
rule and party regularity, etc.? It
would encourage many who are luke-
warm citizens to offer them the rights
of a freeman whose referendum ballot
will always be as potent as the vote
of a “leader.” Can't we re-vitalize the
Cincinnati plan?
¥ “J. L. KAY.”

Hillsboro, Va.
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