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THE JEFFERSON OF 1904

Hon. Thomas E, Watson of Georgia,
the nominee Of the populist party for

. president of the United States ad-
dressed a splendid audience at Turner

. hall, Houston, Tex., Friday, Seplem-

_ber 24. While he was still’ suffering

from the effe¢ts of the severc cold,

' which came near prostrating him
while in Arkansas, he had recovered
gufficiently to make himself audibie

, throughout the great hall. His hearers

. embraced all shades of political beliet
and the applause given him evidenced
the fact that he was by no means with-
oul sympathizers,

Long before the hour for the speak-
ing the big auditorium began filling
up, and when the hour of 8 arrived
there was scarcely a vacant seal left,
A few moments later the windows and
doors could be seen framing & sea of
faces,

As the speaker appeared a mighty

. cheer went up, all elasses joining. Ac-
companying him were Hon. Jonn H,
Kirby aud Hon, Edgar Watkmg. both
democrats, and Hon, Milten
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had been tried and found true, rather
than for those who*had been tried and
found wanting, But if, as In 1904, Lhere
are principles at stake which over-
shadow any mere personal preferences,
if there are wrongs and abugcs which
threaten the very life of the republie,
then every voter owes it to hirasell to
aslt, which of the political parties now
in the field styads for those convle-
tions which are nearest my hearl?

A simple question, 8 vital guestion,
a question which goes to the very bot-
tom of the situation. It must be
abked; it should be answered.

Before you vdie, compel the candi-
dates to speak out llke honest men,
80 that you can voté your hoprsest con-
yvictions. And remember this: The
only ballot which {8 ever “thiown
away” is the ballot which violates your
gense of right. Every vote which runs
counter to the sincere opinions of the
voter is a prostituted ballot, is & tral-

tor to the cause of good xoverpment, A

is an npostag.e O

piay into their hands as was dune In
1596 by Jones of Arkansas,

The republican party had Its Bur-
chard, but he was an accident, Le just
happened along at the critical (lwe, and
while he was an ass, there was no pe-
culiar mark, brapd or distinguishing
trait about his assininity. He wuas an
ass—and that ends the story., And
the beauty about Burchard wns that
he knew hls place on the calalogue,
and having been duly told what kind
of an-animal he was, he went off Into
decent, perfmanent, almost respectable
desuetude: But in Jones of Argunsas
the democratic party owns 8 great na-
tional donkey who does not know that
he is a donkey; who never reazes that
his bray differs in melody from Sechu-
berts Jserenade,” and who can nol be
made to ses that his ears are more
prominent than his head. Burchard,
who killed Blalne in 1884, was a mere
cup of water; emptied . at)
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can be answered, “Yes" Almm ,110
exist, and reform must ‘be had,

Does any gensible citizen upwt
these reforms from the repubilcsns?
Responsible as It is for the &ys
we now have, they boldly declare that
conditions are satisfactory . and shall
not be changed. They stand pat. Not
tumidly, not doubtfully, but boialy, ages
gressively they assure us that pruqni
conditions are satisfactory and shall
be maintained, In the republican pgrs
ty, therefore, we recognize the o open .
enemy, defyln' us to combat, ~We acs]
cept the challenge, and we l.'.o combat
them' &l along the line. We¢ Combay
their principles, We make war llml
their measures. We seek to uail
the very foundations upon which
have reared thelr citadel. We wmt
breach the wall and drive out tha
iltonfans—the Illen l.ll well p@
ures gy >
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