resenting the voters, Two years 2g0
" 1 assisted in having a plank in our
state platform demanding a general
primary electiong law under which
all parties could make their nomina-
tions, as in the Minneapolis system
in Minnesota, or the pian supporied
by Governor La Follelte of Wiscon:
gin. [ am glad to see you test that
plan.

The admirable work you are doing
in card-indexing the Old Guard de-
serves commendation, and reward. I
enclose §1 bill to help pay expenses.
The 0ld Guard will coutinue to be a
power whether the people's party con-
tinues an orgauization or not. They
will be thoughtful radicals some-
where, in some party, and always
contributing to thoughtful solving of
great questions,

A call has been issued for people’s
state convention for April 12 in Kan-
sas, and they may nominate a ticket,
1gnoring the democrats entirely.

The Independent has suggested that
the laws governing presidential eiec-
tors in each sitate be reported to the
paper. The Kanrsas statute says little
about such electors:

“On the Tuesday succeeding (he
first Monday in November . , A in ev-
ery fourth year (after 1863), there
ghall be held a general election for
the election . . . of a3 inany electors
of president and vice piesiicnt of the
- United States as this state may be
enlitied to.” (Sec. 2679 g. 8. 190L)

Under the Australian ballot system
the presidential electors are recog-
nized and referred to in connection
wilh certificates of nomination, and
also with the arrangement of names
on the ballots, thus:

“All certificates of nomination shall
be in writing, shall contain the name
of each person nominaled, his resi-
dence, his business, and the office for
which he is nominated. , . ., When
electors for president and vice presi-
dent of the United States are nomi-
nated, the names of the candidates
for president and vice president may
also be shown on the certillcates, , . .
(Bec. 2699 gen. stat, 1901.)" ., . "All
nominations made and certified in
accordance with the provisions of
thizs act and none other, ghall be
printed on the official ballot, . . . Bal-
lots shall contalmn no other names
than those of nominees, except that
the names of candidates for electors
for president and vice president of
the United States may be preceded by
the names of the candidates for pres-
fdent and vice president.,” , , , (Sec.
2, ch. 228, laws 1903.)

“All nominations made by political
parties shall be known and desiz-
nated as ‘party nominalions,’ and the
certificates by which such nomina-
tions are certified shall te known and
designated os ‘party certificates of
nomination.” Party nominations of
candidates for public office can be
made only by a delegate or mass con-
vention, primary election or caucus
of qualified voters belonging to one
political party having a national or
state organization.” (Sec. 2696, gen.
gtat. 1901.)

“Any political party having a state
, or national organization, by means of
& delegate or mass convenlion, pri-
mary election, or caucus of qualified
volers belonging to such parly, may,
. for the state . , . nominate one per-
son for each office that ig to be filled
« . . At the next emsuing election, and
subject to the provisions of thig act,
file a certiicate of such nom'nations
80 made.” . . . (Sec. 2697, gen. stat.
1901.)

“All nominations other than party
nominations skall be known and
designated as ‘indepencent nomina-
tions,'’ and the nomination papers
whereby such nominations are made
shall be known and designated as ‘In-
dependent certificates of nomination.’
Independent nominations of di-
dates for any office to be filled the
voters of the state at large may be
made by nomination papers signed
:‘y not less than 2,500 qualificd voters

the state for each canaidate.” . . .
(Bec. 2698, gen, stat. 1901.)

As the people’s parly has a na-
tional and state organization, it can
nominate the ten presidential elec-
tors, | think, by a delegate or mass
convention, or primary election, un-
less the republicans, in whose hands
the state government s, should de-
eide that the party has no national or
state organization. They might do
this on the theory that we had no
separate state ticket In 1902, though
we nominated a full teket, bawd
ticket was nominated also by the
democrats, and appeared on the bal-
ot under that heading as the repab-
Heans had passed o low preventing
twa of more partles from nominating
the same canditate, or rather forbld-
ding the name to appar more than
once on the official ballot. But sureiy
organisation doog not depend upon
whether a tickot was printed on the

or not,
J. C. RUPPENTHAL.
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own story.
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South Dakota Populists

4

She 014 Guard Waking Up-Pleased With Action at St. Louis I

Of all the states where populism
once had a strong foothold, none has,
up to this time, shown £o much apathy
ag South Dakota. Up to the middle of
February only four had enrolled in
the Old Guard of Populism, and one
of those is really a Nebrashan—Sena-
tor Muffly of Madison county, tem-
porarily at Hot Springs for his wile's
health, and another was a prominent
people’s party worker in Towa in 1801,

But the action of the committees
at St. Louig seems to have had a
good #Tect, The letter below tells its
It wag written upon a
letter head practically idenlical with
the one I have used in the Old Guard
work, except that it carries the names
of the state organization where mine
has the Demver conference organiza-
ifon, J. M. Pease—the writer—is
chairman; E. J. Tracy, of Minnehaha
county, is secretary; N. L. Crawley,
of Hand county, treasurer; and T.
J. Thompson, of Beadle county, or-
ganizer,

Hurrah for the Old Guard of Pop-
ulism of South Dakota! *“Have you
heard from South Dakota,” was the
gignificant inquiry of several gentle-
men at the St, Louis meeting, with
many grimaces and shrugging of
srhoulders, as much as to say, '‘Ah,
gentlemen, Mr. Hearst has the popul-
ists of South Dakota in his vest pock-
et—have "you heard from South Da-
kola?”

Now, The Independent is not the
conscience-keeper for any populists,
except those connected with the pa-
per, and it cheerfully acknowledges
the undoubted right of every populist
to be “for” Mr, Hearst or any other
candidate he prefers., But it dishikes
to see snap judgment taken, especial-
ly under the conditions which prevail
in Sauth Dakota,

The suggestion of Mr, Pease is
good. Some sort of working organi-
zation should be effectcd in each of
the 53 counties. I sghould suggest that
something after the pian oullined for
the Vanguard of Populsm would be
about right. Make an enrollment of
every voter who is willing to stand
up and be counted for the funda-
mental principles of populism as out-
limed it the Omaha platform and in
the 8t. Louis addregs, and who ap-
proves the action of the two commit-
teeg at St. Louis in calling the Spring-
fleld econvention. Advertise thor-
oughly the Springfield call, Call a
state convention, say for about June
165, giving plenty of time to perfect
the enrollment. See that county con-
ventions are called in time lo elect
delegates to the state convention.
And see to it that Vanguards are
elected ag Jdelegates to all conven-
tions, county, state and national
Then no matter who is the choice of
South Dakota for president, there can
be no charge of bad faith or snap
judgment, and the populists of South
Daliota can be depended upon to sup-
port the ticket mnominated at Spring-
field.

A record of Lhis enrollment should
he made by the South Daxrota organ-
ization; but for the benefit of Lhe
national committee, every enrolled
member in the state ghouid also be
enrolled in the national Vanguard
records, Lhus xeeping in touch with
the national organization. Mr.
Pease's letter follows.—D.

Editor Independent: A reference
to your enrollment of the Oid Guard
of Populism will convince you that
no state in the Union, more than
South Dakota, needed the reviving in-
fluences and inestimable benefils
which are sure to result to our cause
in thig state from thal gathering of
reform patriots held in St, Louis on
Washington's birthday.

The St. Lounis meeting possessed,
in the highest degree, the two essen-
tial elements for success which have
characterized every crisis in the lite
of the republic and of every worthy
reform movement in this couatry,

First, its leading spirits placed ev-
every vital interest of the cause abose
sell, and, secoud, both iactions were
possegged by a delermmmation for ul-
tmats and complete union that no
personal differences, past or present,
could overcome. Reunion under such
herole conditions and  dispositions
war inevitable

The future of the cause of economic
reform s secure in the hands of such
men as recontly met at St Louis

This reunion of popallsm will so
encourage and revive our drooping
spirita here In South Dakota that we
hope to be able In the near Muture o
show that it was just what was need-
ed to rekindle our campfires and put
new life and hope luto vur dishoart-
ened and Jdisconraged membership,

If such a populist revivalist ag Col.

J. 8. Felter, of Springfield, IlL, could
be sent to this state for a series of
meetings to be held at ten principal
countly seat towns, it would result in
an awakening such as we have not
seen since the days of the farmers’ al-
ltance and the independenti party.

If we can perfect county organiza-
tions under whatever plan the na-
tional joint committee shall dJdecide
upon, between now and the date for
holding our national convention, the
people’s party, in this state, would
soon become so strongly fortified and
securely eslablished “that those pop-
ulists who are now looking. for the
Bryan-Hearst democrats to dominate
the national democratic convention,
may return and find a welcome and
comfortable political home in the
people's party of South Dakota.

There are no bounds io our enthus-
ifasm or limits to our gratitude for
the succesg of the recent St. Lows
conference, We will now get together
and organize for the most important
presidential campaign since that of
Weaver and Field in 1832,

JOHN M., PEASE,

Davison County, 8. D.

Bryan a Populist?

Editor Independent: The reorgan-
izers bring against Mr. Bryan the
chaige of populism, bul they cannot
establish their case,

With popullsts the paramount is-
sues are money, land and transporta-
tion, and in none of these does Mr.
Bryan assent to our ideas. .

We belleve in the old Jeffersonian
idea of “treasury notes bottomed on
taxes,” or “notes redeemable Ly itaxa-
tion,” ag soee consider more explicit;
not in an irredeemable currency as
Mr. Bryan has charged. Did he evcr
advocate the right of the people to
issue any money but coin,_or notes
redeemable in coin? He has much to
say about the money changer’s rule,
but would he really support a meas-
ure to break their power?

We have declared that “the land
should not be monopolized for spec-
ulative traffic.”” The Bource of power
of the coal trust, steel trust, and
many others is the monopolization of
the pase of supplies, and so long as
{h¢y control this base, any regula-
tions in regard to publicity, inter-
state commerce or the tarifft will be
of little avall, for they will skin the
producer, fleece the mapufacturer and
rob the consumer just Lhe same.

But perhaps there is no other ques-
tion of such vital importance to the
people of the United States as that cof
the¢ railroads; certainly not to the
farmers of the west. The railways
rob us by day and by night; Lhey
catch us both coming and going; and
the farmer pays the freight, The
roads pay their chief officers royal
salaries and get their atiorneys elect-
ed governor and United States sera-
tor. They have inflated their capital
beyond belief and yet make more
money than any legitimate business,
and “the prople be damned.”

We populists had heard that in
some other countries some of the
rallroads were owned by the govern-
ment, and the people got serviee much
more reasounable than we, and yet the
roads were a greal source of revenne
to the countries owning them. So
we demanded that the government
tahe possession of~these roaas, pay-
ing the owners the original cost or
what it would cost to duplicate them,
and operate them for the benefit of
the people. Did Mr. Bryan ever in-
tentionally, by Inadvertance or by
accident, say a word that could be
construed to be In favor of such a
plan?

He has recently been in Europe and
has written some very interesting
Iotlers about things, people and cus-
toms, and some of his admirery have
been anxlously walling to see what
he would bave to say about govern-
ment rallways, They read, with in-
tareat, his letier in regard to munlel-
pal ownership of street Milways, wa-

begiuning ti fear he had
nection with the state rajiways,
not s, He actually saw them' And
he tells us al! about them fo The
Commoner of Fehruary 26!  Glugor!

Did yon ever seo a man walk on eags |®

and not crack a shell?

He saw government
|witzeriand, Holland,
mark, and Ruscia;
Oermany, but no word of German
roads. And before he has flolshed the
Afth Hne he switches off onto the 1m-
portant subject of his discovery, In
Russia, of & community thai employed

rallways In
Belglum, Den
WaR wWriting frem

[a physician who treais the peopla

without charge!

We have politicians in this country
who do that in October.

There is no doubt he could havae
written five columng of very interest- .
ing matter instead of less than five
lines on ihat subject, without commite
ting himeelf one way or the other.

Against the base libel that he is &
populist, Mr, Bryan has just cause of
action and car produce volumes of
unimpeachable evidence.

GEO. H. STEELE,

Rockham, 8, D.

A Democratic View

Editor Independent: Receivcd your

-0Old Guard circular letier, and ‘as I

am not a populist, I did not answer,
Have always heen a democrat and
will remain one as jong as W. J. Bry-
an controlg the organization of that
party.

The populists in this county, while
they had an organization, were com-
posed of a few disgruntled republicans
who always wanted office, By this I
mean an honest populist could not
do anything in their conventions; so
nearly all are now with the old par-
ties,

I take. The Independent because [
like to read all sides of the qucstion,
which I think every voter should do,

In my opin‘on the populists will
never become a party of national im=-
portance ‘unless the gold democratls
gat control of the democratic party.

If this happens, then the only
course for Bryan's followers is (o
vole 'er straight for the populist nom«
inee, C. E. DOTY.

Cass County, Neb.

How’s This for Democracy?

Archie Roosevelt, if the story told
by some of his playmates 1s to be be-
lieved, is very much handicapped in
the selection of his friends by the fact
that his father is temporarily occupy=
ing the White house. He may only,
play, so Archie has explained the sit-
uation, with the children of famlies
in “ranking society,” such as those of
dipiomatic, genatorial, army and navy
circles. N9 olhers at least can be ree
ceived by Archie at the White honse,
ang these must present their fatners’
visiting cardg as an evidence of their
privilege to call upon the president's
son,

Archie goes to the public school,
and presents thereby a very edifying
spectacle of a democraric principle in
practice which has been  generously
exploited at home and abroad. This
exposure to the masses, however,
somctimes throws temptation in his
way under the guise of small boys
who never heard of such a thing as
“ranking somely.”

He had a little chum of this kind
at Christmag time when his mother
Wwag gending out invitations for a chile
dren’s party at the White house, Are
chie was very anxious to have him ine
cluded among the guests but he was
somewhat perplexed to Lnow how it
could be managed. He explained the
situation quite frankly 1o his little
friend and concluded with a promise
to ask his mother if he couldu’t be ine
vited anyway.

The little friend also had a mother
at home, to whom he revealed Lis
hopes and expectations, But she,
misguided woman, had grown up in
the belief which Benjamin Franklin's
democratic duughter essayed to es-
tablish when she insisted that there
Was "“no rank iu America but rank
mutton,” And when Archie reported
on the following day that he hud
asked his mother and that she had
said the little boy could come, the lit~
tle boy responded reluctantly: “I've
asked mine, too, and she says I can't,”
—New York World.
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