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LINCOLN NEB, FEBRUARY 25, 1904.

l & The St. Louis Conference s

En Route Wabash Train, St. Louis
to Council Bluffs, Feb, 24, 1904.—(Kdi-
torial - Correspondence.)—The reform
forces of the United States will on
the 128 anniversary of the birth of our
republic, meet in national convention
at Springfield Il
' Thig is the unanimous action of both
national committees, afler two days
and two nights of spirited discussion,
That this discussion was heated and
acrimonious at times, goes without
saying. Popnlists always have been
—and always will be—inderendent
thinkers, upon whom the yoke of dis-
cipline (as that term is commonly
understood) is galling. They have
been sneeringly reférred to by poli-
ticians in other parties as a party
with no leaders and every man a

' gstatesman—and the charge is esgen-

tially true. For while popullsts are
not slow to recognize the superior
ability of men like Thomas E. Wat-
gon, former Senator Allen and others,
and to give great weight to their coun-
sel and advice, it is yet a fact thal
these men are not “leaders” in Lhe
sense that they do the thinking for
their entire following.

. Hencne, any populist gathering lacks
that smooth, cily movement which is
the delight ot the machine pelitician.
It is bound to b2 more or less stormy.
The steel and flint are sure to come
together with fire-producing force.

Add to thess propensities, the fur-
ther fact that this was a meeting of
two heretofore antagoiustic wings of
the people’s party, represented by
men on either side who have been
scathing in their utterances regarding
the nther, and you have the situation
at St. Louis,

The average populist has a pretty
well developed bump of suapicion,
which ordinarfly keep: him ol the
alert, And this being an exiraordi-
nary occasion, it 1s nol amiss to say
that this bump was worked overtime
at St. Louis,

?ut, after all is said and done, 1 be-
lieV@ that every populist in bolh com-
mittee meetings was jospired by an
earnest wish fo do that which would
ultimately bring about relief for the
great common people, the wealth-pro-
ducers _of this glorious country of
ours. The local conditions prevailing
in the different states naturaily gave
Jdifferent viewpoints, and quite as naf-
urally gave rire lo a clash of opinions
as to what would really best promote
the ultimate success of the people's
party, and through it the genuine
prosperity of tae wealth-producers,

I confess that for a time, whea Lbe
gtorm clouds of dissension were low-
ering, and 1t scemed inevitable that
the people's party could not be reunit-
ed, my own bump of suspicion got to
working a double shift. 1t seemed
that two or three men in the allied
people’s meeting were determined
that no reconciliation should take
piace. Yel when these men alter be-
ing whipped in the fight of their lives
for what they believed was the best
course to pursue, accepted defeat phil-
osophically and joined hands in mak-
ing the call and address—well, T com-
pelled that nLrenological nrotuber-
ance to suspend operations.

About sixly members of bqth com-
mitteeg were present, Among the
“fusionists” wera E. Gerry Brown ol
Massachusetts, J, H. Calderhead of
Montana, Dr, I. D. Burdick of Indian
Territory, Edmisien, Tibbles Weber
and myself from Nebraska, Dr. and J.
1. Cooke of Missouri, Adam Ilanua
and John Medert of Indiana, and scme
olthers whos® names escape my mem-
ory now. Lett ra of regret were re-
celved from practically all of the na-
tional commitlermen nul vresent, A

few were posvimistic, but meat of
them felt that tha prescut uneertainty
and chaog In the politleal world is
the darknesg which portends the dawn
of a brightor day for the hosts of

woealth-producery aow belng robbed by
organizod groed by means of wonop-
ollatle special wrivileges, A consil
ernble number believed [t the part
of politieal wisdom to defer holding
the national rouvention untll aller
both old parties have had thelrs, and
thus be snabled lo take advantage of
conditions then existing. This might |

| Lthere,

be called the northern viewpoint.

Among the prominent “mid-road-
ers” present were Colonels Mallett
and Park, and James W. Biard of
Texas, Judge A, H. Livingston, Paul
J, Dixon, James H, Hillis, H. Barkis,
and Nat. G. Eaton of Missourl, Jo A.
Parker of Kentucky, Juage Samuel W,
Williams and A. G. Burkhart of Ind-
iana, Col, Felter and A. C. Barton of
Illinois, L. H, Weller, J. R. Normsan
and 8. M. Harvey of Iowa, W. S, Mor-
gan of Arkansis,

Most of these men guite naturaliy
saw things through southern spec-
tacles. I am telling no secret damag-
ing to the cause of populism when I
say that the populists of the south are
discouraged. They are praetically dis-
franchised along with the negro.
They may vote and vote, but the elec-
tion machinery is in the hands of men
who count and count. No one can tell
by examining an election abstract
how many popilist votes were casL

The men re=pousible for this slatc
of affairs call theraselves “democrats.”
They are “leaders” of southern demoe-
racy. With notable exceptions, they
represent the same plulocralic inter-
ests as do the republicang in the
north. And the republican paity of
the south is a fac-simiie of the J.
Sterling Mortou-Dr, M:ller brand of
democracy in Nebraska before Bryan
committed the (to them) unpardona-
ble offense of actually winning an elec-
tion to congress.

Just as Dr, Miller and hig confreres
earnestly desired a little democratic
party in Nebraska, wh.ch should be
their very own for trading purposca
with the republicans, so do the lead-
ing republicans of the far south de-

_precate any attempl Lo make Lheir

party’ an actualily in government
To wrast control from the
democrats would mean a party big
enough to get away from their own.
ershin.

Practically all the mld-road popul-
ists of the south were former demo-
crats. The causes which made them
populists. still exist, and Lhey very
naturally view with suspicion any
man who claims the iame “demo-
crat,” and this suspidon goes out lo
popul:sts who have co-operated wilh
genuine democrats in the nortn.

Acoordingly. it was to be expected
that the “mid-roaders” would oppnse
any action of the committees which
would give plausible grounds for sus-
picion that the mnationai convention
might be used to promote the iuter-
ests of the democratic party. 1 can't

blame them for that. Even in Ne-
braska where men who are the salt
of the earth call themselves “demo-
crats,” and the party as a whole is
dominated by such men, there are
many old bourbons who Jespise a
populist as they would a veaomous
reptile, and nothing but the bope of
winning by populist aid preventg an
open expression of that feeling,

Hence, one can imagine something
of the fecling heiween populists and
democrats in the south. Apd a good
deal of the past bilterness between
the two populist factions has come
about because neither side wonld try
to look at the situation from the
other’s viewpcint. Uadoubtedly on
both sides the desire fo wiumph over
the other has caused populists to be
led astray by the casuistry popularly
attributed to the Jesuiis—that *“‘ihe
end justifies Lbe means,” 1 believe
that neither wing can truly show a
clean bill of nealth for that commit-
tee meeting at Lincoln 1n 1900 wlen
the “split” occurred. I believe men in
both factions were guilly of practices
unbecoming a populist.

But that is a c¢losed incident now,
We should forgive, even if we can’t
forget it. As Morgan of Arkansas
said to me last night, “We were act-
ing under the pregsure of eniirely
different motives, You in the north

fighting for immediate succees,
We in the south were fightirg for the
preservation of our paiiy—thore was
no immediate suctesg in gight for us.”

Bnt let us nol dwell too long in
the past. Association for the past two
days with that prince among Amcri-

‘can gentlemen, E. Geitry Brown of

Massachusetls, nus given me a tinge
of his fatalistic coloring, that “whal
is to e will be.,”” Even those homely,
old-fashioned rayings that “the mill
will never run with the water that’s
passed by,” ant “theres n»o uge cry-
Ing over spilled milk,” substantiate
his philosophy, No man knows what
might have been—but has a right to
guess; and as there is little profit in
guessing, unless it will help us In the
future, why induige in it?

Well, when the meetiigg began, we
in the New St. James ana they in tne
Southern, a little informai (lalk
brought out the fact that we preferred
to hold the corvention at Indianapoiis
or Springfleld on July 7, and a con-
ference committee, consisting of
Messrs. Brown, Calderhead and my-
self, was appointed to confer with a
like sub-comfuittce from the mid-
roaders. They sent over Judge Will-

—_—

A CHILDREN’S
«ELECTION.”

Prof. Wangemann Com-
ments on the Reswult of
Chicago School “Elec-
uon.rt

Editor Independent: A {eacher in
one of our pub'i¢c schools lately asked
for an “eléction” to determine Lhe
“bhest or great:st or most popular per-
son.” Here is the count: Lincoin 14,
Washington 11, McKinley 6, Roose-
vell 4, King Arthur 3, Joan of Arc 3,
Queen Victoria 2, “My Father" 3, “My
Mother” 3, King Solomon 1 and Elsie
Dinemore 1; 51 voles,

It is safe to say in anaiyzing the
ballot that the votes for “My Father,"
‘My Mother,” and Elsle Dipsmere
were the only true “personal” indlca-
tlons of a reasonable, discerning judg-
ment, The others are merely me-
chanical reflex reactions of ‘he gray
brain tissue of these children, im-
pressed with the “virtues” of King
Arthur, Sclomon and the reat, lm-
pressed by outalders, such as the leach-
ar, text-books waving bunting, ole,
'he children really have no concep-
tion of Joan of Are, for instance, Nor
of the real 1.inenn,

I mention this “play election™ mere-
ly an an lustration of the (act that
“grown-ups” olten act just Hke “chil-
dien” with whiskers. Does the aver-
age voler use “hig” own individual
jndement? or doss he pot rathor rely
on “others” to tell him what Is "hest"”
for him? What “argument” Is In a
torch procession—or a “gunshot slo-
gan” or a “tinpaill” for intelligent
Americans?  BUll wuch foolishuess

wins out—brings results and boodle,
Loo,

The teacher conducting that kid
election proudly referred to the fact
that none of the children had (by its
vote) declared either Rockefeller or
Schwab or Morgan or Vanderbiit as
the “best or greatest person”

That s readily explained. Our chil-
dren do not “know"” these gentlemen.
The text-books of our public schools
mentiong the deeds of “old" kniguts
ltke King Arthur. but do not contaln,
as yet, the tales of the “modern"
knights and American “kings.”

Stuch tales would be neither good
Sunday school literaturs, nor exactly
the gort of deeds, which even the
mogt case-hardenvd maenine republi-
can in Nebraska would like to put be-
fore his own son as worthy of Inno-
cont admiration and as a modern
atandard example of “virtus'™

Standards of worality change, yon

know, It's time enough for the kida
to absorb the “golden call” standard
when ready to vole g told, Later un

you know,

In the meantime, {t tickles me that
one of the litt'e voters had (he sense
to vola for Eisle Dinsmare, There's
the makiug of a true Amerlean In that
kid! A WANGEMANN PhO.,

Coosulting Chewm iat,

Rdgewater, Chicago, [

1&!1 me to refer to (helr &

Work Begun at Denvu
Approved — National Con-

vention Called.

lams, Col, Felter and Col, Park,

Mr. Brown, o (:I.Ir be::half mmﬂ

ly named St. Lonis as the )
July 7. Judge Willlams n.um‘ ”;
14, but had no decided pretem b'-
tween Indionapolis or Springfield, ﬂ,
| remember it. [t soon developed
the real hitch was on the date,
Park felt in honor bound by the m
ver agreement to stand out for a con=
vention before either of the old
ties, and from that time on nt&
most stubborn resistance to
change, Asaurances that there
be no indorsement of either oid
ticket did no good. His honor |
pledged to hold our conventien
a!l:d by the living God ne'd stand |
that.

All that the majority of the
roaders wauted was te be cortain cthat
when the people's party holds itg con=
vention it will put & populist ticket i
the field and not indorse the eﬂtﬂ'
datgs of either old party. The ¢
was not ‘essential, so Icng as
pendent, strnlgr.t(orward actifon could
be reasonably assured. It was polillﬂ
out that a convention held June
might be manfpulated into nomin
ing, say, William R, Hcarst, and m
used as a club to compel fhe m
cratic convention to ncminate ‘«
Col, Park wasn’'t worried over M
contingency, and even admitted b ¥
he wouldn't feel hurt If we she
nominate a tichet June 14 whi
would be acceptable to the demoer
When told that such would be ide
cal with the much abused "ﬂuim
Nebraska, he simply shrugged
shouiders and stood pat. "

In our commitiee Tibbles and Edy
misten had been a party to the Mﬂ
ver agreement ag to time, and Lhey
suggested at first July 6 ul.d )
wards July 4 as (he date fu order !
live up. to that agreement, so far a3
concerned the .democratic conventic
—and there wasn’'t much danger '
we should indorse Teddy—or =
other fellow who might happen o
down him.

It wasn't very iong uniil Judge Live '_
ingston, Col, Mallett, Judgé W!llm--.
Barkis, Eaton, Col. Felter and & num-
ber of others were willing to com=
promise on the Fourth of July; but Jﬂ»
Parker, Paul Dixon, Col. Park, Mor~
gan, We!ler Burkhart and m 178
still stood out for June 14 ._
the mid-road committee agreed
Springfleld, July 4, but demanded cers
tain certificates of good character
from us, wheh we sood-natuudb
gave over Gerry Brown's vigorous pru=
test, willing to have peace at any (S
price even to ine extent of doing I:hl’f—- ;
manifestly absurd act of ce
under our own hand and seal our 3
intentions towand the cause of pﬂi-
ulism.

This done, tae mid-road conmithl-
named A. G. Burkhdrt as tem
chairman of the convention and rq-
portad to our committee. That M
an explosion in our camp. Popullsta
have—as it scems to me—an nntu;
sonable prejudice against the practice
of allowing the national eommﬁﬂ-
to suggest the name of a temporary
chairman. It always has looked |
me that suggesting a temporary A
man is no more “macnine” politles
than fixing tho representation. But
the prejudice exists—and there's lit~
tle use arguing about it

Here again Gerry Brown and &
number of others protested vigor-
onaly; but after some discussion II.
was decided te concede the point ul
name the temporary secretary. | was
named as the victim, We Jdrew our
resolution “recommendirg ag tem
rary chalrman, A. . Burkhart ﬂ
Indiana,” ete, and roported to the
other meeting,

Mr,  Burkheet  immediately  de-
nogynced the whole thing as a damnas
ble scheme of the fusionists o ewals
low them whole without the usnal
formality of greasing them behind the
enrs—or words to that effect—and abs
solutely refused lo act. A

Then hell broke loose for a soason.,
A motion wia made to reconsider m u
action choosing Springfield, July 4.
The vole was taken during a perie
of Intense planstary duturhllﬂ—- |
our down-east astrologers will
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