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PROF. WILL'S 8OCIALISM

The Independent is an admirer of
Prof. Thomas F. Will, president of the
American socialist college, Wichita,
Kas. It believes that Independent
readers will derive much good from
reading his article concerning “the
robber who takes all that s Jefl,”
which appears elsewhere in this issue.
- Prof. Wili has a happy way of ex-
pressing himself—a goodsnatured,
“Jollying” style, which i dn great
gontrast with the acrid, a¢rimonious,
venomous writings of many fe-calied
“scientific” soclalists, " for example,
those of the D2 Leon school. Yet if
there be anything reaily ‘“sclentific”
about socialism, The ladependent is
inclined to believe that the De Leon-
ites give by far the beiter presenia-
tion, Eliminating from 8. 1. P. writ-
ing the unnecessary harshness—which
has really no nlace in scientific wiit-
Ing—and it is.much more consistent

of Prof. Will.

Will—although he does not say as
ian theory of “surplus value” and tne
This infer-

ment that—

“Bourgeois public ownerenip
would leave some of the robbers
, in full swing.”

And who would comprise this
“some?” Well he mentions ‘‘reat
estate men," thus making a nappy bid
for single taxers' support. But le
skilfully covers up the fact that le
really includes in this “some,” every
employer of labor,.eveiy person who
“exploits” another through the *sur-
plus value” s;stem of robbery, In
other words, évery man who hires an-
olher and pays him wages is an “ex-
ploiter,” in reality—as Prol. Will
means, but.does not gay directly—"the
robber who takes all that {s left,” or,
stated more nearly in accord with
“sclentific” formula: the original rob-
ber who takes all, but is compelled to
divide the swag later on with the
other robbers. For Prof, Will neatly
covers up one of the fundamentals of
socialism In his article, the fact Lhat
Gf socialism be really “scientific’)
there can be no “exploitation” or rob- |
bery, except In the way of “surpius |
value,” In other womls, the laborer |
is. the only “producer.” 1If he j& a |
wage-worker, his employer robs Lim
of all but a living; but the robber in |
turn is compelled to Jicide up with
other robbers, |

Now, the farm-owning farimer—ac- |
cording to “sclontific” socialigm—nol |
being a wage-worker, cannot he " ex- |
plolted.” But he may or may nol
Rimself be a robber, sccordingly as he |
does or does 10t employ others to la-
bor for him. If he does, he Is “one
of the robbers'” who fuust be com-
pelled to guit tealing.

It Is to be noted that Prof. Wil
falls to agree with himself all the way |
through his article, “The producers,”
ho says, “must conguer the pawers of |
governmoent, They must teke over
ALL the public utilities, ALL the nec- |
easities of Hfe. and operato them ocl-
Jeolively In the Interest of the eatire

Nll”ll.!ﬁ short of Lthis «an
possibly do the work.”

Now. that I« a good statement of a |
reaily “sclentifie ' soclalism. Nothing
short of taking over "all the necessl
tlos of Hfe” and thelr operation “col-
elively In the Interest of all the pao-
But, says Prof.
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Will> “will it be necessary that all |

private industrial activity shall be
dope away, that the ‘government’ shall
run ALL the farms, ALL the shops,”
ele. “Not a bit of it,’ 18 his repiy.
Why? Isn’t a farm ome of the “nec-
essities?” And does it make any dif-
ference whether it js a little 50 or
Lord Scully's third or balf an entire
county? It would from a populistic
standpeint, but The Independeni fails
to see any difference from the view-
point of social'sm. )
In order to allay the fears of the
“little farmers,” Prof, Will assures
them that ‘“we are not proposing to
conflscate one of your farms.” That
may be correct; but if it is not done,
then socialism is, after all, nothing
but “bourgeois public ownership,” or
state capitalism. If there ig no dif-
ference in classes of business, such as
belween a railroad and a bakery, a
bank and a farm, except in magnitude
of the businesg transactions, then any
scheme which takes in Scully’s lamd
and operates it “collectively in the
interests of all the people,” but al-
lows John Doe to keep and operate hig

80, is only a half-way measure that-

lacks much of being denominated
“scientific.” It may be Prof. Will's
socialism—but it is a depfal of the
fundamentals upon which he professes
to-base his science,

‘Bourgeois public ownership” is the
sneering term Prof. Will applies to
populist demands. The same thing, if
called “socialism” and advocated by
him and his following is much more

desirable,  Burely Shakespeare was
mistaken. There js something in a
name, Populist “skunk cabbage,”” un-

der hig gkillful manipulation, becomes
a socialist “rose!"”

FPopulists affirm—and socialists deny
—that there Is a well-defined practical
line of division between those indus-
tries which must be owned and oper-
ated by the public and those in which
individual initiative is more desirable.
The populist position on “value,”
money, and kindred subjects is in har-
mony with this view, The socialist
“surplus value,” *“‘crysiallized labor,”
wage-worker “exploitation” theory is
inconsgistent with any such division.
All industries are alike, if they are
carried on by wage labor; and the
ones in which wage laber is not em-
ployed are “too little to count”

Ag The Independent has sajd before,
the socialist program hag an attrac-
tion for the propertyless wage-woik-
er, but it presents nothing for the
farm-owning farmer or other business
man who operates. in a small way,
Such ‘'men seek protection from the
robberiegs of tte railroaas and hanks
and other institutions receiving spe-
cial privileges directly from the gov-
ernment or indirectly from those who
are thug favored. Prof. Will's effort
to zather together propertyless wage-
workers and “middle class” property
owning husiness men cannoti snucceed.
If he abandons lns “proletarian” pro-
gram, he abandons sochlism, no mat-
ter how persistently he keeps the
name. Populism Ig sufficiently ad-
vanced ground for the “bourgeois”
element Prof. Will is trying to gather
under the wing of socialism.

WM

Dr. Reemelir inquires, “What hotel
will you stop ut in St. Louis?" The
Parker committee is calied to gatlier
at the New St. James, and the Buller
committee wili doubtless m=el there,
too. At any rat: the New St. James
will be a convenient place for all to
gather., Once there exact informa-
tion can be learned.

RAIAA
BEN BLUNT

The Indeperndent acknowledges re-
ceipt of Speed Mosby's book. ‘‘Lien
Blunt,” regarding which Mr. Bartley
made inguiry some weeks ago. It is
reserved for review later.

The opening chapters give promise
of a political novel of great merit—
perhaps, tno great for the gcheming
politiclang who are so faithfully ple-
tured therein, As a general rule the
political novel especially if writlen
“with a purpose,’ ig rather poor stufl,
but My, Mosby's sole purpose—ag {ar
ns we have read—seems to be nothing
more than to pletore actual coeditions
anc let the reader drgw his cwn con-
oluglong ns to how the evil may be
eradicatad,

Evidently Mr. Mosby has spept some
time in the state's service. His fe-
geription of lfe at the state house
i too realistie to be the mere dream
of & novelist., His chapter on “The
Muditor,” the meellng of the board
of ecqualization, the auditor'a hoavy
mail and how he dispoged of It after
Hetating an acknowledgment of a
Wabash pasa for “myself and 28
friends” to Baifalo, the shrewd rall-
road tax agent's plan for raleing the
ratlrond nssessmant a trifle In order
to keep down nublle clamor and how
it was heralded as a great victory for
“the
one could almost Imagioe that Mr.
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4 1bs. fancy Mucr

Branch &

Groceries.

Special February Combination
We Pay the Freight. :

We will deliver the following $10.00 combination to any towns
in the State of Nebraska, freight prepaid by us, any time during the
month of February, 1904, Reference:—First National Bank or The

50 Ibs. best granulated sugar...$1.00
6 1bs. choice prunes.....,..
4 1bs, nectarine ...,
25 bars good laundry soap..,...
2 Ibs. high grade tea.....
6 1bs! gilt edge coffee........
3 pkgs. Celluloid starch.,.l...... .25
4 Ibs, fancy bright apricots.... .50
4 1bs. fancy 4-Crown large raising .50

12 1bs, fancy Japan head rice...
2 cans 16 oz Cream of Tarter

baking powder ............... .50
3 pkgs. 10-cent soda........... . 20
¢ pkgs. 10-cent corn starch...... .25
3 pkgs. 10-ceqt gloss starch.... .25°
1 1b. pure black pepper.......... .2
1 hottle lemon extract...... sises ol
1 bottle vanilla extract ...,.... e s3D =
2 cang 10-cent Phoenix lye..... .25
6 doz, clothes pins.............. .05
¢ bars 10¢ Rising Sun stove polish .25

All the above for..,.. Eile uns $10.00

Crt]ers for customers outside of the state of Nebraska and :
entering Lincoln add 75 cents to pay part of freight, PRI oF oxfload

Box 2962, Cor, 10th & P 8t., Lincoln, Neb. What we advertise we do

?
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peaches..,... .50

Miller Co.
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Mosby had gpent rome time in Lincoln
galhering material for his story.
But, there—this is not a review:
merely an acinowledgement. “Ben
Blunt” is from the press of the Com-
mercial Printing Co., St, Loufs; 382
rages, bound in cloth. No intimation
of the price is given, but it is prob-
ably $1.50, Write to Speed Moshy,
Jefferson City, Mo., for price, and get
4 copy if you are interested in learn-
ing inside secretg of the average state
house, for it is apparent that Mr.
Mosby has drawn his pictures from

life.
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Particular attention is called to the
page advertisement of Hayden Bros.
in thie issue. The Hayden Bros, store
is by far the largest in the state and
The Independent desires that readers
ag far as possibie gend their mail or-
der to that store. The goods will be
found entirely satisfactory and the
prices much lower than elsewhere,
Please mention The Independent when
you write, — -

VRS
HIS FULL “JUTY"

According to the socialist doctrine
of “economje determinism,” a repub-
lican congressman  from Nebraska
must be as smooth as a snake doctor
to keep his constituenls from rebell-
ing. He must ostensilny “represent”
an agricultural constituency, but must
in reality work for the interests of
the “dbminant” class—which just now
happens to be tne plutoeratic-manu-
facturing-banking-trust-railroad eie-
ment,

There isn't anything thal the Hon-
orable Elmer J, Burketl, of the Flist
Nebraska district, can Jo for his con-
stituents, except to grab for a few of
the towns a new postoffice building
and along towards spring send out a
few packages of back-number rden
seeds. When he votes on any really
vital public qvestion he must stand
with the crowd who domighite Ameri-
can politics,

I am just In receipt of the follow-
Ing interesting communication, which
it gives me pleasure to print, Inas-
much as it shows that notwithstanding
I am one of Lhe mossiest of moss-
backed “pops,” yet nevertheless (Lhe
Honorable Elmer J, ia not too bhusy to
look after my ecconomic welfare, Of
course, he had no way of knowing that
I buy all my garden seeds from the
Griswold Sead Co-~—because | want
something that will grow-—and, there
fore, | am Just ag much obliged by
him for the favor. as though the Dve
varletiea of vegetable seeds bho pends
wore really fit to plant. In his forth-
coming campalgn to herome the prond
posseasor of Senator Dicirieh’s “toga
{(which Includes the postoflice fran-
chino), 1 desire to add my word of Les-
timony that the Honorable Elmer [,
has done hia fall “Juty" hy his con.
stituenta—lnsofar a8 hia party wouidl

permit him to do s0, Haven't we Lad
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our garden seeds?
we ask?

“House of Representatives, Washe
ington, D. C,, Feb. 9, 1J04.—My Dear
Sir: I take pleasure in informfng you
that I have this day reguaested the de-
partment of agriculture to gend you a
p_gci:age of vegetable seads (five ya-
rieties), which I trust will reach you
in due time,

."If I can serve you further at any
time it will afford me pleasure to do
so. Very truly yours,

5 “E.J. sURKETT,”

ENINANANA P,
B e Ve YV

New York Nofes

New York, Feb. 8, 1904.—(Editorial
Correspondence,)—The New York
Times, after holding my arlicle con-
cerning populism over a week, qid at
iast publish *t The article’ appeared
on the 24th page in a very inconspic=
ucus place, not at all in that part of
the paper where such replies to its edi-
*orial course usually apear. However
[ am duly thankful. 1 waited over a
week before I sent it togThe Indcpen-
dent. The Post has paid no attention
to it. All the preminent men (hat I
have met here, who do not worship at
the throne of Mammon, make the come
plaint that they are voiceless—nc pa=-
DEr or magazine in the east will pul-
lish anything that attacks the rile of
plutocracy at the root, How Mc=
Clure’'s Magazine came to print the
Tarbell and Stevens articles eriticising
the Standard Oil trust and hoss rule
and corruption in the cities is too loug
to tell here, The prospect s that
the magazine wili be shut out of dise
tribution by the great news company
that has a trust in the distribution of
all literature that goes on the news
stauds all over the country,

sl
:\mt‘m;.: the papers that are dee
nouncing Bryan in the most severe

terms are the following published in
the south: Wilmington Star, N. C;
Knoxvllle Sentinel, . Tenn i Norlolk
Landmark, Va.: Vieksburg Heraid,
Missa.; Charleston Post, 8. C.: Nashe
ville Banner, Tenn.: Hirmingham
Danner, Ala. They are SAYITNY means
er things about him than were ever
sald in the gold standard papers in the

east There are many  move Lthan
those enumerated of the same sorl,
1 hat goes 1o show thal the Limale
placed upon the demoerat i party in
the south by the populists who live
there hna been eltirely correct Urs
ganize the Old Guard

One of the most dlstingiinhed wrile
eras In the l.tl‘|l'01 Nat » Wkl to mne
lasl night at a dinner party “Now
York s in the depths of poverty,
Thousands of people who have boen
well-to-da are abwalutely hungry ey

#till live in fine apartments and are
well deessed, bhot thatl cannot last long,

Al o club jast night | was Playlog




